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W /lj > mhlaw/ii!^ J oined 



If any of you know caufi orjuft imfiiiment why theft two 
« together^ Ut him nowfpeak^ or elft hereafter for ever bold his peace i — this is the laft 
^ time of ajkin^'* Prayer Book. 

« For be ye well ajured^ thatfo inany as are coupled together^ otberwifethan as God's 
:ff v^ord doth aUoWf are not joined together by God^ neither is their matrimony lawful!': 

Bid. 

A FEW LOYAL Ai^D LITERARY MEN iw LONDON, confidcrabljT chcckcd the progTcfs 
of French philofophy and (lomeftic difafitdioHi by joining in a Periodical Publicatioi^ 
called the Anti-Jacqiin. . 

This Work was wrir^g n wlrk mnrfi ni^iKty^ inlr^ liriri up. the. principles of diiloyalty 
to conftant deteftation and ridicule. 

It is conceived by fome well-wilhers to Ireland, that the fuccefs of Ae Union, now 
under difcuflion, is intimately connecfbed with the triumph of Jacobinifm, RebeUioq^ 
and French Fraternity i and therefore, that every nian who loves his King and Coun- 
try is bound to countered it by all the means in his power. For this purpofe, a Pe» 
riodical Paper, called me ANTI-UNION, win continue to be Pid)lifted three times 
a week^ viz. every Tuefd^^^ Thurjday^ and Saturday^ fo long as this fatal meafure is in 

ngitation. "^ . - 

rr There is a Letter Box at the Publiflier's Shop. 

JAMES MOORJ^ No. 45, Gol^egb-grsbn ; where all Communications from 

Corrcjjondents will be received. 



4» 

To THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 

' "V g^ VM, « to H« wdc voiuat^H after we bad acquired it, gave to ui Unexampled 

Ho. fopmt. Jofam. Vi.a. iBoe. lib. 6. ^.^^^^^ ^, whether OUT name is to be blotted 

Tout of tbe catalogue of nations, and our future 

H£ paffii^t omiMnt is-^tbo aipft awful in bappinefs be bel4 as a boon from the bounty 

the hiftory of our country. A few weeks will of Great Biitain. If ever there was an occa« 

determine whether that Legiflatiye indepen- fion which imperioufly and folenudy demanded 

dcnot ftuA oootinue, whicb^ for fome time the interference of the people, it is tbe prefent. 
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Every tie of public and private obligationy 
the love \^e owe to our country, the gratitude 
we owe to our ance(lors» the regard we owe to 
our connexions and ourfelves^ the duty we owe 
to our pofteritf, call on us to give the quedion 
which now agitates the national mind, a deep 
and mature confideration. Such a quedion, 
on which depends, not merely our welfare, 
but our very exiftence,' peculiarly requires the 
declaration of the public opinion. It behoves 
the Legiflators as well as the people, the go- 
vernors and the governed, that the public fen- 
timent on this fubjeft be fully and unequivo- 
cally exprefled ; becaufe it may be queftioned, 
whether fuch a mcafure could 'otherwife have 
a legitimate fandion or obligatory force. From 
Ihe multitude of publications which the prefs 
has already poured forth, we may derive, at 
lead, this confolation, that our recent cala- 
mities have not entirely fubdued our national 
fpirit» or r»p r » flad tha fr aa Jom of f ^ l ii U ^ I » » — 
quiry. We may congratulate ourfelves that 
the prefs is ftill free, and before this organ of 
the public voice become filent for ever, it 
Ihould be employed in the public fervice. 
Under this inipfeiCon, the Editors have un- 
dertaken to publiih a Periodical Paper, relating 
entirely to the great quedion of an incorpo- 
rated Union with £nghuid. . 

It IS generally expefted, that the Under- 
takers of fuch a work diould give fome account 
of themfelves and their plan. As to ourfelves, 
we are perfons entirely difintereded in the pre- 
fent quedion, except fo far as our country is 
intereded. As to our politics, ive are loyalids 
and conditutionalids ; we are Yeotoen, dill 
ready to fpill our blood in defence of a limited 
jooaarchy, and the Britifli connexion. This we 
conceive to be a concife datement of the public 
principles of loyal Irilhmen, and thinking fo, 
we find «w<eh«« bound by all our obligations 
to thofe principles, to refid a meafure that 
would exchaqgfie sl IkaktA monarchy for a pro- 
vincial vice- royalty, and the BritUh connexion 
for a flavidi annexation of our country to 
another or which would * precipitate us 
into an unnatural druggie for feparation, 
and, perhaps, finally dedroy both nations. 



As to the fcbeme of this publication, tljerr 
are a few prop6lttrons upon which we feel a 
corividion, (hat we hope to communicate to 
olhen. * It appears to us demondrable, that 
the late calamities of our country, have not 
fiowed from the nature of our prcfent con* 
hcxion with Great Britain ; that thefe cala- 
mities would probably have been greater, and 
lefs curable, had we, until this time, conti- 
nued in our former dependent ddte ; that the 
connexion propofed, in any poflible modifica- 
tion of it, mud, in fiibdance and effeS, re- 
duce us to our former dependent condition, 
and that confequently while it holds out an 
ideal bond of amity and. Union, it really and 
xtitScQL teems with principles of repulfion and 
feparation. We conceive it follows as a necef- 
fary confequence, that this cannot be a mere 
quedion of terms, and that the introdudion 
of the meafure diould, in its outfet, be oom- 
-k«te(j by every intelledual refidslnce, which 
may have any chance ot repelling £o mondrous^ 
an innovation. 

It is the defign of the editors to contribute 
their eflTorts to awaken and roufe the public 
mmd to a fenfe of its danger— ^nd in porfuing 
their plan, they do not difdain to folicit 
friendly afiidanofe ; nor diall they deem them- 
felves excluded from the ufe of any weiipons 
which the laws of literary controverfy war* 
rant. Their fird endeavour fliall be, to con- 
vince the underdanding ,of their country, by 
the fierce of reafon and argument ; their 
fttbordinate objed diall be, to fecure friends, 
oc encounter adverfaries, by the aiEdance of 
wit, and iancy, and ridicule. It is unneceflary 
on fuch a fubjed, to befpeak the public atten- 
tion ; and the editors confidently exped abun- 
dant literary communication. Indeed that in- 
telled which has ever exercifed itfelf in' confi- 
dering the courfe of human events, or in rea- 
soning on the concerns of human fociety, 
mud.be funk in criminal apathy, if it refufes 
all its energy to fuch a quedion. Let no liberal 
mind hoard its literary talent, and fordidly 
withhold what fliouM receive public circu- 
lation. 
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It is with unfeigned , «nd haartftit ooAcern 
the editors forefee, that in the projrefs of 
their work |t will be neceflary to difcufs quefti- 
ons from which they would moft willingly ab- 
(lain. It is their comfort and confolation^ 
that this is not a neceifity of their oyirn cre- 
ating, but that it has been forcibly and wan- 
tonly impofed on them. Feeling as they do, 
that at this feafon their country required only 
repofe, they are aware how criminal they 
would be to (hock and convulfe her frame, by 
the. renovation of political conteft ; nor would 
they perhaps, at this time, encourage the |^b- 
lic difcu^on of any queftion iefs important 
than that, which prefents to their native couot 
try the alternative cf exiftence or annihllarion«> 

That <{uefiion is now propofed— and among 
the novelties of the day, it is perhaps not the 
lead furprifing, that the intended introdudien 
of a political meafure is announced to the 

public, at— lii*iafl- qiirKnitf tha ^tifrtrinnt'^wiicni Ot 

government, in a publication which profefles 
to detail the advantages which may be expefied 
to refuh £r6m carrying it into execution. Thus 
the controverfy has comfnenced in the Caftle^ 
and it is but candid to acknowledge, that go- 
vernment has, by its example, invited a public 
and UQredrained inveftigation. If the editors 
required any excufe for the honed difcharge 
of what Ibey conceive to be a fdcred duty, 
and the exercife of a conftitutional right-«>they 
would find it, if not in the invitation, at lead 
in the implied permif&on of the governmenf. 
In availing themfelves of this invitation, and 
exercifing their birth-right of openly canvafling 
a public queftion, the editors will be equally 
felicitous to exprefs their fentiments with 
mai\ly freedom, and to avoid the flighteft in- 
fringement on the laws of the land. They 
too well know the excellence of thofe laws^ 
and the admirable principles of our conftituti* 
on, not to hold them both in reverence— and 
their habits of thinking, lead them as much to 
abhor the licentioufnefs. of the Prefs, as to 
deplore and defpife itsflavery. They write not 
for literary fame ; from this they are precluded 
by the nature of their publication. They wi(h 
not to become the advocates or fomenters of^ 
fedition \ againft this they have before and-arc 



ftill ready to bear^arms. They harbour no rc» 
fentmcnt, and feel no oppufuion againft go- 
vernment. They have praifed its clemencyj 
and fupportcd its meafurcs— and while they 
difclaim every unworthy and. dilhonourablc 
feeling, it will not be imputed to the editors 
as too much arrogance to declare, that the mo- 
tive of their undertaking is a pure and difrnte- 
refted defire to refcue from degradation 'and 
ruin, that country which they have ever che- 
rifhed as their parent, and which contains all 
their prefent comforts, and their future hopes. 

It would be inconfiftent with the defign and 
limits of this introduQory paper, to enforce 
any argument, or defcend to amy detail. There 
is, however, one topic on which we cannot re- 
frain from making a f&w obferVations. It has 
been fuggefled, that your preient peculiar 
condition, inftead of being a conclufite argu- 
ment againft difturbing the tranquillity which 
you havt- bttt degtMT^v ^"r')'* •« the operating 
motive for ihtrodiicing at this time the meafure 
which we deprecate. Without adopting this 
cbnje^ure, it would be abfurd to deny its pof- 
fibility,. and imprudent not togtiard againft iri 
in confequences, if true. If a defign fA 
wicked and infidious has been \n contempla- 
tion ; if the languor and lofs pf blood which 
you fuflfer from having fought the battles of 
the Conftitution and of your King ; if your 
prefent fatigue and- apathy j if your fear of 
mfurreQion, and horror of treafon ; if terror, 
proceeding from your anxious loyalty, be the 
reafons for attempting to cajole you out of 
your liberties — as you are reafonabte merf, 
with honourable and fpirited feelings, we im^ 
plore you to cou nterad this deteftable projed, 
— oppofe it with your wifdom and firmnefs ; 
carefully examine all the promifed advantages^ 
and if malignant reports are induflrioufly circu- 
lated, and addrefled to your fears, let no un^ 
becoming timidity prevent yod from aflembling 
in your capacity of ele&ors, aud inftruding 
your reprefentatives-^it is a duty warranted by 
the law, and demanded by the conftitution. 

V^e are deeply and ferioufly convinced that 
th^re is no advantage promifed by the meafure 
of an incorporated Union wi(h England, which 



Digitized by 



9 

Google 



aj^ IncTcpchrlem Irifti Legiflature it not fully 
competent to provide J that io the fcirrcnder of 
wr diftinS exiftence, we gain little, and give 
all ; that the commercial advantage which may 
refult, is extremely probfemetical, and if cer- 
tain; that the barter of coilftitution for money h 
a bafb and fordid traffic ; that the little we 
may gain, there can be nofecurity to preferve \ 
and that for national independence there can be 
no earthly recompence. We profeft at pre- 
fent only to hint our doubts, whether a Legif-' 
tative Aflembly, deputed t o ena£l laws, is com- 
petent to erafc the conftituent franchife, and by 
preventing the exigence of any future diftinft 
Legiitative Body, to fubvert the Conftitution. 
Warmly, but with becoming warmth, feeling 
pi we do on this novel fu^ed« it. would bo 
^rofs and culpable negligence, or defpicable 
timidity, to refrain from publiihiog and propa- 
gating our opinions. Whilft the prcfent ne* 
cefllty exlfW ^e Aail ba.tJlda& »t g uL! t» * ' Wli >i»- 
thp government of this country (ball havo an* 
nounced to the people^ that the meafure of kfi, 
incorj>or8ted Union with England was n^ver In 
contemplationi or is abandoned, our ^blio 
iabours (ball oeafe, and w^ (hall chearfuHy re- 
turn to our priyato anuifemeou and occupa- 
lions# 

When the Emperor Galbn ww about to re- 
iigi^ ittto the hands of Pifo, the abfohitp domi- 
pion' of the profligate and degra^ded Romans, 
his oration, which was the! only folemnity of 
-Iraoifcrring the right ,of empire, <joncluded 
with lbe(i^ memorable words-— «* Itfiptr^uruf 
#/ t^minibu jw m Mmf<rviiMt0m ftii f^Jfm^^ 



nee toUm ilhirtstm.^ I^t us not^ ftr oar 
country's fake, let us' not (\ibmit to that |aft 
and moft opprobrious fland^, which pHren tha 
degenerate Romans did not deferve. Let it 
not ,be faid hereafter, that the Conftittttian of 
Ireland was (o vicious and corrupt, that it 
could not bear the flighteft infufion of libertyi 
and that the good of her people eouW only be 
promotflid by annihilating her independence. 



As intbe dilcuffion of fo inteofe a fubjeft 
«s the Union, the attention of the world is in 
dimger of becoming feiigued from 4)ver exer- 
tion, fooie good-itatttred ^otletmm have beea 
fokind as to invent feveral light and intereft- 
ing taleli for the relaxation of the public 
n^ind— we preftnt our readers with a (hort lift 
of the principal , 

LIES «» -^w*^ WREK. . 

«• The Ordniooe wai fet on Are by the 

Rebels. 

* %. The Ctiftom-hodfb wiwWowo tip, 

3« The Orange^nen attacked the Catholics \i^ 
Clarendon-ftreet Chapel, on Chriftmas-day, 

4. TberewaiiaWoQdybattteatMaynooth. ' 

5. Thett waeto be a. fMoral iiia(Jkre ti^ 
night befef^CHri<te»»'daj^ . * . 

N-B. This bfrlU wasib we» eoneeriedas 
to impofe upott gbvcrmncnt, who- lA 0onf^ 
qucoee thereof, dbuHet all the guardsi cmd 
placed ceminek oaEftx-bri<Ige. 
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THE ANTI-UNION. 



TRICB'SU/. 



Saturday ^ H)th^ Deecmier 1798. 



No. II. 



IF atrf tf you know caufe orjuft imptdimeMt toby tbefe two may not he lawfully joined 
« together, Ift bim now/peak^ or elfe hereof tir for ever bold his peace i — this is the lafi 
« time of efiting.'* Frvyer Book, 

« For be ye well ajjvred, tbaifo nsany tk aTe coupled together ^ o'therwife than as Gofs 
« worddotb allow, are not joined together hy God, neither is their matrimony lawful *\ 



Ibid. 



To THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 



Ml 



LUST it mi he the higkt of fiOf to part wHh 
^ numfigfrnemt of omr own eoncems for evSr ? 
This is R 'difficulty upoo- di^- qM fl fl i«i r fS an 
OmoD, foggefted by your tktw fritnd, and dtf- 
ifttecefleft advifer* the Eoflifli ander-feicretary, 
10 hb oele|>rated pamphlet upon that fubjed^ 
LMlen^^aiy coontrymeii ; Itften wtth patiefiee» 
if you c^f flQ-tfic EngliA fecrefary's fottitioA 
of this difficulty. After ah Union (hall pafs, 
be tells you, '< we ibalt have vlriflimen in th€ 
orfgifiating Cabinet of Great Britain, we (hall 
have a: number of Iiiih reprefematrves, in pro* 
portion to our relative emfefuencef in the IWtia- 
oicnt of the empire. Otv afiairs will b^ then 
difcttfTed by our own membera, in the pre^ 
fence of the wifeftamLfreeft^ a(rembly» #hich 
ever ezifted, where our intereft is their iate- 
reAf our profperity their profperity, our power 
their aggrandizement, and Where, of conr(e, 
the aixziety for oar welfare muft be at great \A 
ihe Briti(h as in the Irifli part of the Le^ 
latnre."^ ^ \ . 

Are you not cmvinoed, my oonatrymen^ 
^0 you Kefttaie to execute the* ^ed, wbioh, 
white it configns 700 Md font po(tofiiy to the 
ciObdiiion of «tema( infiuicy or eternal dot- 
ag^.at the faine time fecure? to yon, in peiw 
petuity fecures to you, guardiatis and trufteesy 



(b pare, fo difintereftcd, and fo vigilant, that 
jon may for ever fleep in fecurity, and enjoy 
thcfe golden dreams, which the fimpfe Englidi, 
#ho tranfaft their own afiairs, will 1>e toilti^ 
fo realise? With Irifli advocates to plead 
oar caufe, and having for ow Jac^es thavife/i 
tdedfreejl aJfemhhfwMch tvtr exified^ v^greau^ 
immft h A&cr iaUrem im Hp^tf tUr 
profit jy aninur power fhrir aggrandieumifiil 
moft we not become the envy of altnationf ? 
Surely it muft be fedion, or fpleen^ or diTaf- 
fedion, or narrew<*minded prejndice, that can 
raife any obje£H6n to tfaie new.mode of adminif' 
tering the con/If tution. 

Bot may it not be fiiggdfted with deference 
to Qa patriot fe^retary, that there is a profu- 
(ion of ktndnefs to this country in the^medi- 
tated arrangement ? The h ifh members, how- 
evter their ^al for Ireland may be quickened 
by refidrnce in England, and tbeir intercourfo' 
with thooriginating cabinet, never can carry any 
Legiflative meafure, andas mere advoca^e^, t 
doubt whether a few Eftgli(h berrifbr^, as oc« 
calion might require, fee'd for the inrrpofe, 
mi^t not, wiA as much efled, and more 
ceconomy, promote the Ihtere(b of Irel^bid, at 
(he Barof either Houfe of Parliament, parti- 
cttlarly as they would have to addrela them* 
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4Ce1ve8 10 men int^reft^d and f rejudieed lii h^^^fnfhr^n odiMion with the^^df the naiton, 

vour of their cKenu.*-! «m alhamedi wf from the {jaDgcrous precedent, and the pofTible 

countryipcn, of this puny CbphHlry-^I? it not 

known, that national infult is highly mirchiev- 

ous, and that to treat the uoderftandtng with- 

contempt is the mod galling of all Infults? 

Bup wo are espied upon to^difcufs this queftioa 

with temper, and however diflScuIt a corpplt* 

ance may be to Irifli feelings upon ftich a ftib- 

jeft, we ifaould cocpply. , 



To theobjediont thiS ^ur repr^fentatives- 
cannot carry any meafure in the united Legif- 
lature, from their comparative Inferiority of 
numberty it it afifwered, *^ that Yorkfliire may 
equally ccmplain.'V Though I do not adiail 
the reafoning, I adopt the cafe as fairly illuf- 
trative qf the qveftion. I readily^ adhiit, tiMtf 
from the neceilary Aibje^iOQ of each part to 
4he whole of a bation, fuch a complaint from 
Yorkfliire wpuhl be highly abfurd, ^nd that it 
would be equally abfurd from Ireland^ jfifr a 
Ltgljlativi Union. I go further — I do afliert* 
that there are mimerous olafles'of men in^Eng^ wr ^ofperiiy as tJkrr profp4rityi o$ir power ag 



future a|;)rid^mcirt of the reprcfentation of 
England, to a degree ioconftOent with the li» 
berttes of the nation, and the principles of the 
'Briti(b conditution. 

But when it is admitted, that each compo* 
nent part of an incorporated natioil muft fub« 
mit to the uncontroulable ftipremacy of the 
whole, and that any given county of England 
would be fafe under fuch fuprefttacy, even 
though Jt were l^tally unreprefented, does it 
follow that-Ireiand ought votuntarily to form a 
cpnnedion, U wKchfuchfiAji^ion M^dfpemtUnce 
muft bi nicejfarilj incident f Or, (which muft 
determine the former queflion) have we, from 
^a fair review of pad events^ and a ^adid ex* 
^inttation of our prefent (late, reafonable- 
ground, iadependent of the patriot fecrelary^ 
aflTurance, to conclude that the Briti(h parliament 
would feel towards ua, as towards u J£agUfli 
flisre, ofiH coniider our inter eji as their in$ereft^ 



land, t^ally unreprefented in Parliament who 
yet fuftain do real grievance^ 9nd who have 
no fubibuHial ground of complaint ; the pro* 
|>rietor fSMtrnt /or years, v the .•of^-holdbr» 
thedwn^r of chattle interefts of every kind, 
afd various other clafles of non-ele8ors might 
be enuilierated. I do not fay, that the elec- 
tive firftlichife ought not to be extended to fuch 
men \y but iif it ought, it Is upon the ground of 
general poTicy^ and not that they require it 
for their fafety or protedicm. 

Why is Yorkfhire fecure, though its repd* 
fentativea be merged in the'*general Parliament^ 
and why is the non-eledor of England fafe, 
though he be toltilly unreprefented^ Becaufe 
the Eogliih Legiflature cannot have any temp* 
tation or motive to injure Yorkihire, or the 
oon-^dor of England, whofe profperity and 
Security muft depend upon the condjtion of the 
nation at large. Thb appears tjo me to be fo 
plain, that I am of opinion, that a county of 
lEngland might be toully disfranchifed with 
little or 00 detriment^ except what it n^ight 



tkeir aggrmtJ^s^meM f if we have not, it muft^ 
indeed, be the heigh of foUjy to part vmti the 
mamgtment of: omr own cpncem^for ever. 

The advocates for an UnioR, ere fofenfi^ 
ble of this, that they contend, that it necefla- 
rily flows froin the nature of a Legiflative 
Union, and is a political axiom not requir- 
ing proof (they certainly have not as yet ofler» 
ed any) that after fuch an Union Ireland be- 
ing identified in tntereft and Conftttution ^itb 
Great Britain^ muft be equally "attended to, 
and equally oherifhed, by the common Le* 
giflature. I confefs I am fo dull, and fo un- 
enlightened, by Caftle fogic, that I cannot 
perceive, either intuitively or demonftrativelyy 
the truth of this propofition. Itoertablyie 
not univerfally true, that all cotmtries Legifla- 
tively United, or incorporated, mnift have a 
common intereft ; and tlMt the common Le- 
giflature muft equally oonfult the prolperity of 
every part. I fliall put a cafe >— Would the 
Legiflative incorporation of AoEieriea whb 
Great Britain, by admitting deputies from the 
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former into the Bcitiih Parliament^ prodooe 
the alledged cfl^d ? America thought other- 
wire, aod received the proje& (for it was pro- 
lifted,) with deriffon. Would a LegiflatiTe, 
or aor incorporate .Union (the world i» much 
|;ivcn to metaphor, wfiich often leada to err 
ror) between France and England, fo iden* 
tify tlieir intereQa^ that equial culture an3 pro- 
tedion would certainlj ioUow? Certainly 
not ;;the babtuand^fentioiaatf which prefail-* 
ed for centuries, would not, vantih before the 
magic of a name ;' and the greater country 
would be every thing, an^ the lefler country 
nothing. Identity of intereft, mutually and 
clearly felt and undecftood, ihould be the an- 
tecedeiit caufe, the' baiis and foundation of 
every Tuch UnioDi^ and not chnnericaHy pur- 
fued as its fruit and confequence. The bed 
writer in fupport of an Union, has told J^ou, 
that tbi gfnerofity of naiinu is tie drtam ef fMs. 
Perhaps the fame opinion might be pronoun- 
ced oC their unfaniUmid jyfiici. Whatever in 
foand-pdiqr andeniighteneii wrifdnm wwght be 
the truth of the cafe^ if the fi^rior country 
cooG^ved it to be her intereft to opprefs or 
impoverifb the inferior^ the latter would be op* 
prefled and impoveriOied. No hnman' pre* 
caution could prevent it» and nothing bot re- 
volution could redrefs it» 

But we. are told, that, after an Union the 
laws en^ed wiH be wuvtrfaU - equally afii^ding 
the three united nations, and confequently 
equaNy benefitting them. * Here again you are 
attempted to be impofed upon by a^ found. 
Who- will guarantee. that'aU^ future laws will 
be unlverfai? But fuppofe it fufficiently fe« 
curedf does it follow that a conunercial regu- 
lation, which will benefit England, muft be- 
nefit Ireland equally-— or that Ireland cannot 
be injured by a tax of a reftridion upon any 
branch of manuiadure or commerce, by 
which England will not be equally wounded ? 
Would it be impc^ble, for inftanoe, to enaft 
a law, or impofe a tax, which ihould purport 
equally to bind any manufadurer of linen, or 
of vrooHen, or of cotton, in the united nations,' 



without producing' the fame eSea in ea^ 
country? At long as from elimate, foil, ac- 
cident, or habit, different manufadures, IhaH 
be in a di^rent (late of culture in each couo- 
try---that jsas long as the world^will laft— 
it wiU be eafily pradicable for the dulIcA 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to ci^fh the 
commerce of our nation, without aSt 6bmg 
Great Britain, except as far as (he wjll be in- 
terefted in our general profperityj by laws aod 
regulations which wifl be nominally and appa« 
rently equal and luiivertaf.^— illuftrations are 
obvious, and would be endlefs. 

Thefe principles are derived from Ibe im- 
mutable nature of man. Weigh them well» 
my countrymen— confult your hiftory,. and 
examine you^, profpeds calmly, and ^firmly,, 
and then decide whether you ought, in an hour 
a^idiout in a paroxifm of dtfpair, to re- 
nounoe all your beaded and fruitfu) acqui(r* 
*tions in oomknerce and cooftitution, and con- 
fign your pollertty fbr ever to the guardiaaifaip 
bf Gceat Britainr^to rely implicitly upon her 
good &ith^ her fifterly a&aion, her fympn.. 
thy, or her felf-love. ' 

Is 4«^ mjF -oonntrynien, «eally aod io truth 
the cafe, that the identity of intereft after an 
Union muft be fo clearly felt and underftopd 
fay Great Britain, that (he never can cdn- 
ccfive it poflible that (he could be exalted, 
while you are degraded ? You are not con- / 
fined to delufive theory, or fablei(h conjedurc, 
upon that fubjed. You have long lived un<^ 
dbr the foftering protedlon of a (upreme 
Legiflat«M« over both countries; and you 
have furvivedit. Durmg that difmal period, 
that more than polar night, even while the 
Legiflative fupremaqy of Great Britain was 
cpntfouled by a National Senate— more oon- 
trouled than und^r any modification of an 
Union it can poflihly be in future-^^what was 
your condition i Did you really grow with 
the growth^ and flouri(h with the profperity 
of Great Britain ? If I anfwer this queftion i 
if I ^enter into a detail of your fituatiop for 
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fcentaries, nnder a more fecure arrangement' 
than that propofed, the Patriot Secertary wilf 
,fay I am intemperate ; I am faSious ; I am* 
Inflami ng the people to fedition ; I am infi- 
tiwating ideas dangerous to the conn^ajon with 
Great Brifaia, . ' 

To the prefent fafe and honourable con- 
neSion, I am perfuaded the virtue, talents 
:and property of the nation, with very little 
exception, are devotedly attached. But 1 am 
equally convinced that a recurrence of the' 
ftate of fordid dependence, from which we 
fo lately emerged, or of a Timilar. ftate, even 
under the moft plaufible guife,'wt)uld alienate 
the aflbdions of this country 'for ever ; and 
that the projeSors of an Union, while tbey 
arCimpofing ' ideal bonds of cohneftion, are 
lowing the feeds of lafting difguft and aliena- 
tion. The duUeft man mull foori fee, if he 
has not already feen it, (hat a Legiflattve 
Union -will leave us in a nlore ^ f a d »n» 
and unprotected jfble, than we were, in be- 
fore the Volunteers of freland (as the Patriot 
Secretary ftates it) hok ^vanlage of the dif- 
irejfet of the Empire^ to affert the tndepenitnce 
of our Parliament. The oomparifon is fimple 
and eafy. There is fomething commoxi, and 
fdmethin^ peculiar ta each ihte. By the lat- 
ter, their relative value muftof oourfe be efti- 
mated. . The Britifh Parliament, contifllag of 
five hundred Britifti Senators, may be truly con- : 
fidered in each fyllem, as the conmion fountain 
6( power. In each ftate there is a peculiar cor- 
redive to this power. In our former dependent 
Aate, three hundred Iriftimen, exercifing;what 
may be called a concurrent jurifdiaion within 
tlie heart of this kingdom, reftrained the ex- 
ceffes of that power, aiid finally ftiook off its 
iiipremacy, without a convulfibn. In onr 
new connexion, at the utmost one hundred 
probably of the fame three hundred wtti be 
blended wUh the five hundred Britilh fcnA- 
tors ; and If they are fo difpofed^ will have an 
opportunity of trying their -powers of per- 
fuafion in &v6ur of Ireland. I cannot hefi- 
tate to prefer the former cbrfe&ivt TO tlie 
lattrr ; and rather than fubmit to an Union, I 
woul4 implore the Legiflature to re*ena£k the 



6lh Geo.I. and leave us in pofleflion at leaft' 
of our former Conftitution. 

What a fad alternative has the raflmefs df 
a few political projeSors, impofed upon every 
loyal and feeling fubj^ft of this realm, w ha' 
fincerely loves Britifh connexion and Irifli 
liberty, and knows and feels that they are 
compatible, and who flirinks from tlie dread- 
fid neceftity of making an eledion between 
them ? If we are compelled^ to fpeculate, upon 
v^hat the condu^ of Great Britain, and thef 
condition of Ireland probably Vyill be, after 
out independent Legiflature ftiall be aboliftied, 
muft we not enquire how thefe things were, 
before it was eftablKhed ? And if we do en-» 
quire (may God avert the neceffity)— fliall 
we not enquire with fi'^dom, as long as \^ 
are freemen ? I fliafll fo fer at prefent f«b^ 
ttiit to the Patriot Secretary,^ as to poftpoo^ 
this enquiry. The defperate projed- may b^ 
<*6linqui(hed.' It may beeome the duty, as it 
isthewiOk, of every Joyai Triflirtian, u> bury 
in oblivion paft melancholy detaiU. The me* 
mory of our misfortunes Ihay, ito doubt, be«* 
come a fliietd to proteft us againft tbdr re-^ 
currence ; but like the obfolete armour of oit^ 
anc6ftors, itftodd be left to the ruft of time^ 
and not brought intoufe^ but upon iht laft 
neceffity. X. 

A QJUERY; fc^r CASUISTS. > 
DoOor A^Kofma^s pampWet argaea, that an 
Unioh is necdfiiryv tO' proted the CathcJics 
from th« Orangemen. ^ 

The pamphlet, Vmon^ not, by an Onmge*' 
wan^ argues, that an Union is neceftary t^ 
proted the Orangemen from tbc Catbdioi. 

The pamphlet afcribed to the Sdcretary^ 
argues, that an Union is neceffary for both 
the above purpofes. 

Xjyere— which of the thret arguments is 
true ? . . 



' if. B'sfoHg hioo perfofiahy aeM.S^S.wiU 
be l^t wherever the author Jire^. 
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SUALi^o V.—" / w/ff mmtry iet;, Sitf. al, yowr rtquefi^% • tut if there Bi m gfffat Iwe in /*« begi^ 
/' ning^ yet heaven wmy- deereafe iti upoi^ bet$er aeguatjitmtce^ whfn we are married^ and kao9 
/^ more oecafien^t^ krwwom atmher^ lh»pe^ ufonfaemliaHiyt vnli grow mofe contempt : but if: 
^ ymf^f hkAM^KT HRm, I wiUmmry.her, tiat Jxam freely dtjfol'ued, and. difoltaeJy.'* 

. MsRRY Wives of WiNDSQUr- 



HE StDiy UU in the ibifeWiiig Leitter, 
mwf, perfatps, appewtto be ssthte die detail 
of a^ dmieftie frievaaee^ . timn a matter qoii«- 
nedcd with the defign o£ this Kaper ; yct^ aa 
it repreTeiitt tlie^ diftrefts of afieanda and an.: 
IrUhwoman, wa ootsldji^oi rafafe itadaMffoiK^ 



dfR. 



I 



AM a young wbman defc'eridcd of a very- 
ancient family, but owing to the thoughtlefT- 
nef» of my ancefiors, and ferae .fboFiffi dif- 
putes between (hero, aggravated by obftinate 
litigatioit,' a»to the title of a fmall family ef- 
tate, I was at a very early period of life, thrown, 
IM I may fay, upon the world, >with little more 
than youth, .health,. and a good temper, to. 
fupport me« Ifet up a fliop furniihed with 
but a few trifling articles, and although I en- 
countered many diflffculties, my (ituation gra^ 
dually improved, and in the courle of a few 
years, I began to think of enlarging mty trade, 
and bettering my condition. The chief ob- 
fiaJe I had to encounter in this, was the jeaJou- 
ly and ill-nnture of a.diftant relation by the 
mr*her*s fide, who lived at no great diflince 
from me, and who had taken advantage of my 
infancy and poverty, to treat ;ne as a mere de^ 
pendant, and to c6untera£t all my efforts for 
e^blcnce an<l comfort. Thefe pretenfions of 
his arofe from the natural pVide and imperiouf*- 
nefs of his dtfpofition, joined to a fordid and 
diflioaeil wifh to get polTeffion of my family ef- 
taie^ to wUcb be bad no other claim^ :than tha't 



it tl^ contigHous to his owir, and that we hci\K^ 
hefilufKler the^ame landlord. At the particu- 
lar period wfticb I have already alluded to; my 
projeftof- more extended commercial dealings, 
alarmed all Ms bad feelings ;, oHr trade was of 
thlfc jkmt kiml, I was placed m a fituation mare 
convenient for ^cuftomers, -and although my 
capital ^as finaflcr,* yet as T wasfubjeft ^to lefs 
hdofe rent, he apprehended I ' might deal oa 
more acfvantageous terms. He infi(!ed there« 
forie^ that I ibould fubmit alt my affairs to his • 
mlraagemtnt, thitti (hotiM not engage in aity 
bufinefe with6:i* his permtffxon, and that alf my 
receipts and eirpendJtures, fbould be regulated 
by perfem of his appointment, and accountable ' 
merely la him. Thefe propofals were (o pre- 
pofterotis and unjust that I pofitively refufed 
to comply with them; and havhig now got 
fonie money, and many friends, wlio were all 
hearty in my caufe, I fpolefc out boldly to Mr. 
Biril, and told him plainly, . that he muft not 
intermeddle in my concerns i^ that I was willing ' 
to live on termaef fnendfi)ip with him; as rela- 
tions Ihould do, and that he might probably 
find his aoeount in fuch a commerce, but that 
if he would attempt to force me intocompll- 
anae, his friends and mine, muft -try whofe 
beads were hardeft* 

Thefb reprefentations had fo great an effeA/ 
that in the year 1 783, he bound himfelf by a 
deed under his hand and feal, never \o inter** 
fere with me or my tfufipefs, but that 1 fhould 
have the exdufive management of, and liomi- 
nionoverit. Thisfatisfaftion, and, as I then 
tboughtj unimpeachable fecurity on his part^ , 
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jproduced the fdlleft return of firlendlhlp and con- 
iidfflce, on mine ^— my trade, under my own 
management, .rapidly increaf<^d, ^ my know- 
ledge of buunefs ripened, my capital doubled, 
many of the incumbrances on my< eftate were 
r cleared CflF,'t he 'tewints whoti(%d to' be kt -cori- 
ftant logger-beads, forgot their animofities, 
and paid their rents pundually, and I indulged 
myfelf in th^fbnd hope of years of comfort and 
,profperity before me»— Nor had my kinfman 
any reafonto be uninterefted in ifiy good for- 
tune, for, as I am naturally of an open and giy 
nerous heart, J felt warm gratitude to him, for 
' doing meno injury, and was always ready to afr 
:fift him with myxrfedit and friends; indeed. to 
.borrow ajphrafe fromMr. Sampfon*s Pamphlet 
ron the Union,* " thy intereftwas his intcreft, 
my profperity his profperity, and my power 
h?s aggrandizement,;** infomuch (6, that tho' 
he had difguded oae of his own nearefi 
relations, ^nd mod valuable connedion^, 
.by the fame n^rcenary and/ tyrannical 
condufl, which he haci nirnifefled towards 
,roe, jgnd had forced him .totally to renounce 
all bonds of alliance with him ; yet ftill 1 re- 
^mained fo clofely attached to him, and by my 
beartinefs in his cauf^, efpecially in his (hipping 
.bufiqefs, did him fo much fervice^ tfiat his befi 
ffieiids acknowledge, be would have' made a 
•forry figure without me. .Well 1 fo far as »it 
depended upon. mo, things might have gone m 
the fanae happy way. to this hour ; for ahhough 
I am perfuaded that Mr. Bull never was fincere 
in his acconlodation with me, even at the time 
/when he figned the deed (he having, in fad, 
' made an atten^pt to.violate it, in two or thre^' 
^years after its execution,) yet (till I would, for 
>]peacefake, Jiave fubmttted tafome impbfltion* 
and wQpId haire trufled to my own tamper and 
vigilance, to prevent any feriousrupture.—- But 
be is now bringing ^matters between us, to an 
extremity which mcibss it ne.ceflary for me t« 
take a decided part. , 

It feemsthat for fomefimo.paft he has en- 

♦ Jtrgumentsfir atiJ again/l am Umou confiierU' — ^now known 
to bc.written by Couofcllor Sampfon« notwithftanding the 
coIlU^di^5Uon cheiiBof ' in Saundcn^'l News-Letter. 



gaged in a 'courfc 6f Tery ridiculous etlravi* 
gance, and wafted a great part of Ws property 
in groundlefs litigation. This has b^^ partljr 
owing to his haughty, ,purfe;proud temper, but 
principally to the iil-advifed, chimerical plans, 
>of aHeadClirk, ^hdm he has employed in his 
cfiice, and to whom he has conuDitted the ma- 
nagement of all his affairs, with a blind and un- 
accountable-infatuation. This perfoo, whofe 
father was very worthy and refpedable, and 
who fet out in life himfclfp with a good cha- 
racter, has played -the ftrangeft fet of pranks 
that ever were thought of by mortal man. To 
defcribeio you thedanTOhe has led Mr. Bull, 
' would be an endkfs taft, vapouring about oeco* 
nomical. expenditure, and incrtafed revenuie, 
tiWhe has left hrm without a guinea, and'fwag- 
germg in fupport of the relations-of annty and 
peace, till he has involved him in deadly va* 
riances with all his neighbours— fuffice it to fay, 
that he has fo bewildered tbe mind^ and fa- 
tigued the body^ and exhaufted the wealth, of 
this unfortunate employer, that from a l^eaToii* 
able, healthy, .aB9ue^t man, be has become a 
flimfy invalid, and in ^ointof credit, little bet- 
ter than a kite-flyer. But to come to what 
chieBy concerns • myfelf :— This advtenturer, 
finding tbat allhi6^pr6je€ls are nearly blown up, 
and 'dreading the fatal ^onfequences which 
mtift enfue from .an abrupt difclofure to Mr. Bull 
and his family, of themiferablcvextremity to 
which he has reduced them/ has formed the 
fchemeof getting poflf^on of me and all I am 
worth, in the hope of making what- they call 
a Hop-gap x>f me, and fo^protra£ling, for 4i 
while^ the inevitable hour of his own difgrace 
an^ .punifliment*— -For this unworthy purpof^ 
he has contrived to introduce into my houfe, a 
fet of hisowacreatures whofe objeQ is to ex- 
cite diflenfion amongft the family.— One, in 
particular, who called hin^lf a Cook, «but 
really had been a (cullionjn Mr. BulPs family, 
\ was prevailed on-to'hjre as a feqp' boy, thb* 
be was very ragged, and had no difcharge %o 
produce ; and notwithftanding his being very 
ufelefs, and very faucy, yet having taken him 
through ,folIy, I kept him through charity ; 
but l^itter caufc indeed have I to repent my indit 
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tsreiidn in this particular, for I have difcovef- 
ed that this wretched creature, tho' he neither 
knows how to fpeak or write, yet by the force 
of impudente akid cunning, and by means of a 
ftlfekey to my till, has been able to corrupt ma^ 
ny of my domeftics, to fow the moft virulent 
^imofitie's amongft others, and to blacken 
my reputation with numbers of credulous and 
iiitiple people. Some of my jfervants he hsn 
perfuaided (by infufing groundlefs fears and jea- 
loufies into their minds) to put on orange live- 
ries, and to threaten death and deftrudion to 
tfa« reft ; thofe others again, by fimilar mifre- 
prefentations, he has induced to array them- 
lelves in green> and to commit the mod horri- 
ble cxcetkp, and oriiers he has adually and 
openly paid with my own money, to aggravate 
and perpetuate the quarrels between the two 
farmer— but this is a mere prelude toihere- 
ittainder of his plan, for I have dtfcovered that 
this complicated fyftem of vice anil treachery, 
has bc6n adopted merely for the purpofe of 
compelling me to marry Mr. Bull ; and this con- 
tediptibte wrcrtch, ha's^ad, wit)iin thefe few 
days, the prefumption to avow ta me all his 
enoPmities, and to tell me that he has fo im- 
ps^lred my means, Uafted Imy charader, and 
exflfperated my family, that I have no r^fourte 
but in the match, nay, he ha^ aAually been 
bafe enough, to pubU(h an advertifement, in-> 
fcjrming all my friends, that 1 have been de- 
bauched by Mr. Bull, through his procure- ' 
nrient, and lived in a ftate of grofs" proftitution 
with him, for many years paft. If this were 
true, need I comment on the treachery of dif- 
clcfingthe paft, and the meannefs of propo- 
iing the future connexion. 

But fir, conceive, I beg of you, the ridi* 
.ci*!oufnefs of this overture. I to marry Mr. 
Buiri Mr. £ull, whom, in the year 1783,, 
when he wks tolerably vigorous, and reafon- 
ably wealthy, an,d well reputed, I would have 
rejefted whh contempt 1 Mr. BuH, now that 
h^ has had repeated fits of the fiilling ficknefs, . 
and that a commiimon of bankrupts' is ready 
to ifliie againft him I— I could not have believed 
the propofsft fiH-Jous, if the old gentleman him- 
felf had not gravely avowed it. Hear, I beg 



of you, the inducements which he hol3s out rd 
me. There is to be no cohabitation, for wd 
areflill to continue ^tolive on diflFerent fides' of 
the water— *no redufiion of expepces, for ouf 
feparate eftabliftiments are to be kept up— aH 
my fervants to'be paid by me^ but to take their 

. orders from him— the entire (>rofit8 of my trade 
to be fubjeded to his* management, and applied 
in difcharge of his debts«*-my family ^(late to 
be affign^d h> hiin, without any fettlement being 
made on me or my iflfue, or any provifton for 
the event of a feparation^ He tells me, at the 
fame time, that I am to reap great advantages^ 
thd particulars of which he does not think pro* 
per to difclofe and that, in the mean time, I 
mud agree to the mateb, and that a fettlement 
(hall hereafter be drawn up agreeable to his di-- 
reQionS, and by his lawyers. This, you will 
fty, is rather an extraordinary carte blanche, 
from an infolvent gentleman, pafled his grand 
clima6leric, to a handfome yoqng woman of 
good chara£hr and eafy circumftances. But 
this is not all ; the pride of the negociation'is 
equal to itis diftionefty, for, though I am belbt 
and aflailed in private, and threatened wi^ ac- 
tual force if I do not conJRsnt to thrs unnatural 
alliance, yet, in order to fave the feelings of 
the Bull family, and toafford a pretext for an ,^ 
inadequate fertlement, I am defired, in delpite" 
of all maidenly precedent, to .make the firft 
public advances, and to fupplicate, as 'a boon, 
that he will gratify my amorous defires, and 
condefcend to receive me and my appurtenan- 
ces under his proteQion. Still one of the prin* 
cipal features of this odious tranfadion remains 
to be detailed ; would you believe it, that this 
old finner, feveral years ago, piarried a lady, 
who, though of harfli features and flender for- 
tune, was of honourable parentage and good 
charaScr, and whois, at this hour, alive, and 
treated hy him vvith every mark of flight and 
contumely; and it isf. worthy of obfervation, 

' that many of the claufes in the articles, which 
were very carefuHy drawn up previous tohia 
marriage with this lady, have been fcandaloufly 
vitiated by*im. 

Some few of my friends at firft teizcd me t« 
yield <o this lcaadal9us f ropofal, partly afprc* 
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bending that the animoCtloft bfetwecn my fer^ 
■vants in the Orange and Green liveries, cannot: 
foe in any other manner Aibdoed, and;, partlyj^ 
conceiving that this- i^ the only method bJ^. 
which I can avoid a marriage with- another per^^- 
_fon who bas^ for fome tiroe> affeded an ho* 
bourable poflion for me. In both* thefe opini** 
ooh however, I^havo- fatisfied them they are^ 
ipiftakeij. Ai to the firft, thefe fooliflt hadgesi 
have been enoonraged for. tbe very purpofe of 
pfomotmg Bull's match;. and, I am fure, by. 
{>roper remonftfancqs, and indulgent treatment, ^ 
on my port, i can ea(ity perfuade ail tbofe who; 
r^gardiiM tA by thexp aftde ; inde^, I thinks 
I? perceive them> ah'tady defertin^- thixn^ ifi;^ 
oonfeqoenco of their feeing-into^the de(igns of/ 
tkofe who at firft inftfgated thfem;_but the troth: 
29^ the great bolk of, tay adherents never adopt-^^ 
€d either^ of th^m^ and, , l^am ^convinced, are- 
■ heartily atlachisd to my iatere/bV amf ready» . if ^' 
»ncce(rary,,to Isly. ddwo- their lives to preferve 
me in niy pr^fent independent ^tp, As'^o the 
fecond reafon,< 1 aid AQt in «oy danger from the ) 
propo&ls of hiamage jnade to me firom another r 
quarter*. I\^koow.too' well the mercenary aoJ •, 
di^nourable views of ^that perfen to liflen to • 
Hm foramomentv I have before my eyes tbe : 
examples > of the, wr^ched yi^ims, . fbnle of 
whom be has forcea^y violated, others wfaof» 
be has feduced tinder fpecious premifes,^ and^ll * 
of whon^he has reduced to ailate.of vice aod 
poverty* . I thank G6d I am in- no^ clanger et<- 
ther fronx his; violence or artifices. . Tbe tntth . 
is, I am determined to live and die a maiden, 
and I now apply to you merely for advioe- as ,to 
what is the naoft cfflftual method of protefl- 
lag myfelf in that refolotiorK . If my obje£b^ 
was merely lo get rid of Bull, the fhbrteft way ^ 
would be to marry hmi^ as fuch an unnatural 
union muft very fobn end in feparation and di- 
vorce, but rhave no fuch view, for, ill as I 
hai^e been treated, I have no wi(h to break off. 
all connexion with an old acquaintance and re- > 
lation, neither will I liden to the advtce^of thofe 
who bid me get into a pallldn, and break Bull's 
windows, and tar and feather my ^hop boy, ^ 



(UuMigh I confeiV this latter part hoMs out ftrong 
inducements.) On the whole, I am convinced^, 
that the true hne of condu£l foi^ me to adopts 
i^f Si firm and a temperate one. I will re(b^ 
lately re^eft the propofed m'atd), and let my^- 
kinfman fee the wickedn^s and folly "of it. h'l 
will appeal to hinn an4 his friends againft tho*. 
frenzy of his clerk; and* ,abov^ ^If; I will lay- 
my grievances before pur head l^dlord, whor^ 
has been al\Vay5 juft add gracious to me, and li 
will rely on him for full proteQion, Biit if^, 
ajf^r all, the Bulls will not (uffer me to live ott^ 
friendly terms with them, and wiH ffill perfiftv 
in thcijr diftwneft prafkices in my family, I* 
will turn out their adh^rents^. (whom I wdh^ 
ki^ow) an3, in all eyents^ T"wiJI rcftore myi 
fbop-bby to his original rags and infignificanceyv 
apd fend him to, the place from whence he came. 
I, will re-eftablifli harmony araoogft all tbofcV 
who (hould naturally be my frieods,' Md-if ttioi« 
Bulls (hould attempt to ofier me any infolencc^^ 
HrudI fliall be able to repel/oroo by, {ofotr^ 

I am, Sir^ 
Your affliSed, but determtotd tomMf fervttit,^ 

SHEELAOH. 



A Oy^BRY FOR CA6UIST& 

Tfaeinih Bar affpeirx^letrly to hdNpe bottiW-^ 
mptly uitereft^, As ftrliamentkry ffMttlaters, , 
iix their dedaratiofi ^g»nft aii Union, but they^. 
w^re not imammo^Sy die divifioi^li^og »€6 to • 

Now, the Corporation of Dil^n were^tma- 
nimoos againft it.— For their auoibers fee AK - 
manaclu . 

The Merdumts aod Bunkers wtre unani- > 
mous againft it— about 300 men« 

The Attorntes' were unanimods i^inft it— 
about 400. . 

Quaere.*— How moih more corrupt extfi^/^Tt 
are the afore&id bodies than the Bar ? 



TO CORRESi'ONDENTS. 

Tb« Edxtdry ackdCNrkdg* tire receipt of icvetvl excfi* > 
kut favQur6» which^ In maiiy pans, bear a clofe rdem^ 
bhncc to the foregoing paper ; tbejr /ballt bowever, htdue 
xitikc, jcecirt admiflioQ. . 



XUMIq: J^tWfMlt StWi V^^<* 4|i ^oa«0f'$9«ftf 
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S«ALLQW.— ^* Itviti marry k^r. Sir, at your requefi \ but if there be m gnat hvf in tie. begirt^ . 
** ilingf yet Heaven may decreafe it upm better acquaintance, when we are married, and have 
" more eccafton to hmw ane another \ I hope, upon /ami limty, will grow more contempt : ha if 
^^ you fay, MARRY HER, I wtUmorry her, that I am freely dijfolved, and dijfoiutely.'^ 

Merry. Wives of Windsor^--. 



TO THE 



INHABITANTS OF CORK. 



Tros Tyriurvo mihi nuUo diTcriouitf agetur^ 



I 



F ever a political mearure was recommended 
to a coirtitry, upon onte principle, more cor- 
rupt and iniidbus than all others, k is the at- 
tempt to reconcile this gceat Nation to a«- 
UNION, by llie wing fuch a change to be ex— 
cUifively advantageous to fotne parts of it, it/ 
tlic expence of the reft. Thb has beiia proc- 
tifed upon you, and as it is impoiSble that you, 
could adopt any condudl more immoral and in* 
fatuated, than to confider* your individual in- 
terefts in contradiftinQion^ to thofe of your coun- 
try ; the men who have fo argued with you, 
muft have been prepofleffed with a conviSion, 
that you were as felfifh, and unprincipled as 
themfelves. He who now addrefles you, knows 
you to be otherwife ; he remembers your con- 
duQ upon all public occafions, for many years. 
He can recall to his mind, no exhibition of 
Irifli Loyalty or Patriotifm, in which the City 
of Cork was not a prominent figure in the pic- 
ture. Perhaps wore Ke to deibend from the 
elevated and extenfive view, which this great 
queftion prefents to him, and individualize his 
feelings upon this fubjeS, he would identify his 
ihterefts with yours, but he tnuft*bclie all his 
experience, and all his prejudices, before he, 
can join in that flander of your charaSer, 
which would reprefent you as feeking to ag- 
grandize yourfelvcs at the expence of your 



country. The fingfe man who fells his coun- 
try for private emolument, is by common 
confent branded with difgrace, and configned * 
to infamy. Bdieveme, the taint is not abated, 
becaufe the infeSion is extended, and that the 
fordid principle is the fame, whether it aSuates 
a city, or an individual. Nor is it vice alone,' 
folly has a large intereft in fuch conduS. One* 
city, or two, flourilhing, OiXid a country fi Ter- 
ing !--^Cork thriving, and Ireland finking!' 
Thefe are, be aflured, monftrous combinations' 
of incbnfiftent ideas, asoflFenfivc tothe^inteHefk^ 
of a wife man, as they are fliocking to the 
principks of a good one*. They are the vifions 
of greedy ignorance. I (hall, through the me- 
dium of this publication, addrefe a few papers 
to you upon this intereftrng fabjeS. Hereafter, . 
I (hall offer fome details on conmifercial and 
other fubjeSs. This Letter (hall be confined 
to a few general topics, equaHy applicable to 
ail parts of the kiogdtwi. • 

T 

An Unio»is faid by fome, to beneceflltat^d by 
the peculiar exigencies of the prefent tnnes, and 
by others, it is ftated as recommended by pofitive 
and original benefits conneQed with it. Our pre- 
fent fituation is a bad one, but will a wife man 
confine hirafelf to the one confideration of ab- 
ftraft change, and pafs by the more important 
quefttion, whether, and ht)w, the change is to be 
for the better? Let us candidly review our 
grievances; and fee how the projeQed alteration 
can affeft them. French ambition and intrigue, 
connefted with domeftic difaffcaion, labours to 
effea a feparation from^Great Britain, and to 
eftabliOi Republ'icanifm.* A loyal Gentry, al- 
ihoft unanimoufly attached to Monarchy, and 
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Tthe Britifli conncflion have co-Operated with 
the fleets and armies of England to refift the 
defpcrate combination. Hitherto they have re- 
fiftcd it with fuccefs, but the hoftile fpirit is 

' ftill anfuppreflcd. I believe this is a fair flate- 
ment of the prefent fitoation of irHarfd. 

\France feeks to aggrandize hcffelf and dif- 
member the Britifti empire. It is idle to ima- 
gine that the projeQs of a foreign enemy can 

. be in any manner affefted by fuch an ihternal 
legulation of our political oeconomy, and as 
long as all the other motives of the undertaking 
remain, I cannot fuppofe France to dcfcrt her 
toterprize, merely becaufe the Irifti nation is 

, reprefentcd in Wedminfter indcad^of Dublin. 

.The objeQs of the United Iriflimen arc fim- 

• ply thefe ;^-they deteft nionarchy, church 
dlabliihment, and the Britifh conne£lion-»thcy 
feek.a fcparate Republic. They affed to fay, that 

V they have been led to adopt fuch extreme and 

• violent politics, by the eju:efs of fome conftitu- 
tional grievances, the inequahty* of our repre- 
fcntation, the eftablifhmcnt of the religion pro- 
ijrffed by the minority of the people, the pre- 
ference which the fitter kingdom obtains by the 
means of influence, and other alledgcd imper- 
fections, .which they (late, as rendering a revo- 
hitionaryxhangp, and. a deniocracy^ defirealle 

. ^Itematiyes. 

'I am at a lofs to difcover how an* Union is h> 

• reclaim ih3feperrons;for that they will be re- 
claimed is the pjopofition contended for, inaf- 
much as the phyfical force of the empire, 

> which has hitherto conquered them, is cquallv 
competent to do fo, under allforms and modifi- 

. cations . of the connexion between the coun- 
tries. It has often.been jgftly argued, that fuch 

; a party pouH not be conciliated' by conceflion. 
The oppofiie direQion oT purfuits— the want 
of a comnriunity, or identity of 6bje£bs, have 
been confidered as forming an inTuperable bar 
to their conciliation, and yet the fame per- 
fons who thus reafoiied, now contend, that the 
men who could not be conciliated may be me- 
t^imorphofed by a mcafurc which will leave, all 



the caufes arfd the pretexts of therr hoftilily un* 
diminilhed, if not exaggerated. Under all 
Union the monarchical form of government 
muft continue— the proteftant religion will re- 
main eftablilbed— the countries vt ill remain un- 
^fcparated— the thtory of a pore reprefcntation 
^will be at leaft as far -removed from the prac- 
tice of Weflminfter, as of College-green. 
The influence of England will bav& been ex- 
changed for its dominion, and I aflfcrt, that the 
relative pofition of both parties will remain 
precifely the fame, unlefs, perhaps, the dif- 
guft (whether juftified or not) which the. inno- 
vation fhall produce, may xletach fome parts 
from that combination of national loyalty, 
witbout vl^hich, the phyfical force of^theenr- 
pire might have been, in the Itte conflid, 
fruitlefsly exerted. I have taken up too much 
time in arguing what is fo plain. ' I have^'beea 
compelled to it by the prevalence of a delufivo 
and abfurd opinion, artfully encouraged — tiat an 
Union mujt fteceffarily reftore tranquillity / Giddy 
and precipifate fear never reafons, but exclaims 
— ^ny thing for qujft. I wifli to check this cant 
of folly and terror-. I remember an ideot, 
whofe clothes caught fire; ^rdintry relief was 
at hand, but he leaped into Ine feaio extinguifk 
th© flames— the ideot was drowned. 

A MUNSTER MAK 



THE 

G ^ E 

WITH THE 

X5 O L D E N EGGS. 



A FABLE. 



CLOWN had once a "goofe, wcVe tofd. 
That iaid each day an ege: of gold ; . 
Such birds, whatever, ^ fop fays. 
Are no wife common in our days j 
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Yet ftill ihe ftcry may be Irirc, " 
The Clown his goofe*s value knew. 
In his owq houfe he lov'd to pet hef, 
He fed her well> he wttch'd her belter; 
And thought his pains not ill repaid^ 
By getting every egg flie laid. 
Much the' he got, we do not find . 
He flung his fortune to the wind ; 
But prudent, he, his daily prize. 
To comfort and to ufe applies. 
He makes his cabin fnug and warm« 
Buys winter ftore, «nd ftocks^is farm ; 
His thriving, andhisgoofe were found 
The env/H»f his neighbours round. 

What evils human life betide ? 
'The'Clown was ffill urilatlsficd ; 
And oft his difcontent was ftirr'd 
"By-the^low bdunty of his' bird,' 
An egg a day from fucK a (lore 1 
And gone fo fooni— Why hot lay more ? 
VouNI not believe it, when I tell ye, 
Hecaft hiseyes upon her belly; 
And many a time his heart would jump^ 
To feize his trcafure in a lump ; ^ 
And not waOe time, and lire his legs. 
In feeking daily For his eggs ; 
Nor great part of his pfofiir lofe, 
la cares and keeping of his goofe« 

It happened— O, the fad event! 
The Clown was preff 'd to pay his rent^ 
Tor, as I have already told. 
He daily ipent his egg of gold ; 
And e'en for more had great occafion, 
For he was deep in fpeculation. 
The agent would not brook delay, 
John had it, and was forc'd to pay. 
What could he do ? Or how refufe ? 
He fciz'd his hopes— his golden goofe. 
Ungrateful brute!— His bloody knife 
Deprives his precious bird of life. 
His urgent wants, and avarice. 
Into her entrails fcrutinrze ; 
And evVy fibre quick explore. 
Impatient for th'expeQed ftgre ; 
Jn vain he drains his eager fight. 
To catch the treafure's golden light : 



NoAining metal Weft his'eyes. 
No golden fteafuf e is his priie ; 
Where'er hismurderoOs hand be puts, 
He only meets with blood and guts.; 
Aiid embryo eggs, his future gain. 
Could he his cruel hafte reftrain ; 
The clown in late repentance rued. 
His folly and ingratitude. 
His dreams of avarice are fled. 
His hopes are gone, his goofe lies dead: 
His goods are fold, his lands are feizM : 
His ei)vk>u€ neighbours all are pteasM. 



SHEELAOH BULL. 



A TALE. 



'Tnmjlatid fnm the original Cermsin; of the ct^ 
IebraUd,Bx}KQZK, Author of Leaora, &c. 

1. 

jL/EAR Sheclagh I— *tis our nuptial hour, 
'•* I have tlieefnug within my powV, 
^* Nay, Sheelagb! dojiiot lookfo four ! 
** Hafte to our Bridal Supper I 

'** Come to -my arms, my daggled lafs ! 

** P*er the fait waves, muft Sheclagh pafs-« 

■♦' Myfclf will guide thy long-ear'd afs, 

** And-thou flialt grafp the crupper. 
II. 
^* Hence, from the pike-men! hafte away ! 
*' Lo ! on yon ftiore the bridefmen ttay, 
" Five hundred fquires in meet array ; 

** And ihou flialt bring an hundred.* 
■" Mix'd with my fquires, thy fquires (hall dine, 
** And every Uiuirejball vote like mine!* 
•Quoth Sheelagh— " This is very fine—'' 

And fo ftie flared and wonder'd. 

♦ GoKEitiL.-'Here do .you keep a huodrcd knights and 
fqaires \ 

Be then deCred 
'By her, ' who clfc Xvill take the thing Jhihegt, 
^ ^fty» to difqu*ntity your train. 

King Lear, Ad L Scene XTV. 
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in; 

^' Full twenty of thy Btrons b6W^'* 
Qiioth he^ •* with Ifnine (hall be enrdPd^ 
«* Their pocketi i^ll M^clHined <«rrth gold.'* 

« Better P* cjuoth fhe, ^^ aiid better I 
>* B4it, Sir, my name will be accurR, 
•* Giwnf />k^ i»//, for bcff or word— 
" Do, let me aflt. my children firft:** 

. But John Bull would not let her. 

IV. 

Her Squires, tkij faw the ^oubtfiil wife. 
To make their miftrefs John BulPs ftrife,. 
Thought they (hould lead a merry Kfe,e 

With fiich an honeft fellow i 
So ftdck htfr on the afs ailride. 
And tied her leg« on cither fide, 
Then> " Long live Sheelkgh Bull T they cried,, 

As loud aft they could bellow. 

V. 

The thuftder roaf8--4he lightrtitog «fes-«^ • 

Her <AiMi^en yell, with,t>ierciiigorios. 
While to the (hore poor Sheelagh hies,. 

EnthroaM aloft on afs-back : , 



John to his veffcl welcomes *ert,*^ 
Kiffes his Sheelagh, fonaewhat loth v 
And makes her tdce her corpVal oath, 
. That fbe will never jtefs back* 

VI. 

From that fad hdur, no tongue may teir„ 
To the fair bride, what fate befcl ; 
Some lay they beafd her paffiiig-bfell. 

But John fwears that^ afebte* 
Her Squires are fat, her BArons gay ; 
When J6hn fays Ttfs, why fo do they ; 
And they feed heartily eaoh day. 

At Johmi/s weH-fpread table. 



• B^b^\ ^. The Afc aiid aUcdbgk. It b a i^ematoWp 
nnjke o£ delicacy to the Poet, that John Bull kiffes Shec; 
lagh, though in a former ftanza, he calb her a Jag^led Idfi, 
and thereby {hews the ftrcDgfh of his pafSon, by which* 
he was enabled to otcrcoitae M nitural Ibve df tjeiidi^ 
ncfs. It is obfcrvaWe^ tliat thMfh ht ardcortWs Che ^n 
he does not Infs It^ 



Mdhw b^^*-*^^''*^***^ 



lhiWi*t ^&t»ttli n S^*« *Mt:e^4iS> C0«ige.5t«n,. 
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No. V. 



TO THE 



EDITORS of the ANTI-UNIGN, 



GENTLEMEN, 

X AM a plain man, and from my infiitacy • 
, have been bred up to bufinefs. I look upon the 
charaSer of a Merchant to be one of the high- 
eft and mod independent in the nation, and all 
my purfuits and objeds, have been in the com- 
mercial line.— I am no poiitictan, but love dBr 
f moft gracious Sovereign, refpeft hisMinifters, 
. and obey bis Laws. It is neither fuiuble lo 
my talents or proieffion, to look into matters 
deeper than as fhey concern my (elf. When .1 
• heard firft, that an Union of tJbe ParUamenis 
'of ^n%\mA^\tt\QfiA,9f^io^9biait^t ^ttd 
ihat Irelaod^wn to get yaft^tr^kig JK^anta^, 
as a reiwardfor lettHig her p^rtof the iLegifl'a- 
•turet At in London**-! owa it.made oieiriefy 
Hppy* It ^'ts ^^^ ^^^^ the fiime obtHmerciftl 
rbtqefUs, , which, have made EngUnd the ripkeil 
.and mod powtr&l nation in tbe world, were to 
be given to Ireland^Jn oMfequefice of an Uni- 
on. I confeft I cci»ld nt t conceal my joy, and 
I began to ifecuiate on amaflmg prodtgioiis 
.wealth. My Partner, who it a man of much 
'fttudtace and knowledge, finiled at my ihap- 
(Sxiiet, «id aiked me, ^ What |Hectfe pkn I 
, bad formed for extending our tnuie . upon any 
fasllier comioefcial ajutages, tfaat may be 
ffaotedlofbi&eqantry, bythe EngUfii Parlia- 
dnent ?•• *M am not prepared yet,* faid I, ^ I 
Ibve oof bad time to calcolaie. bot 
Imm liire tbere muft be many fouioea of wealth 
«<»peii to Englifli Mercbaatt, that we are de- 
.privvd of, all of which we ihoub) obtain by an 
llBion.— My P»rtnerTepKed, ^ That he would 
not eofor io^p the merits of an Unkm, upon 
any priifci^leatpfe&ni, bol that of eoimiierca, 
and of the further advantages in that Kne, thai 
.might be granted tolrebad in confeq^ence of 



ir. He faid, that akeady we poflefled every 
benefit that England could beftow, except a 
very few, and thtfe trifling ; that when an Uni- 
on was talked of long ago, England had nnich' 
to give us \ti compenfation for it ; and we, 
without refleSing, now adopt the fame argu- 
ment, tho' circumffances are totafly changed. 
' Englartd has already, and with a liberality for 
' which wc ought to be grateful, given up to us 
■ every thing, that then might (by Tome) Be con- 
• fidered as a fair price for an Union. That we 
had now a free and direft trade to all the worfd, 
as perfed as England— England and the Eatt 
' Indies alone ercepted-^that as to the Eaft n- 
•dies, we have already more privifeges of coin- 
mercc there, than any of the great trading 
towns of Englirtd— for that fome of the out- 
\ward bound India ihips were permitted regularly 
•to touch at Cbtk,' and take on board a certam 
- nun^ber of tons weight of our goodr. , Th&t 
if Ireland was allow^to trade dtrefily to lA- 
tdid, it was what (he- was quite incapable ctfl 
That even to the India CoAipatfy, the mere 
> trade did not'My its expenees and tehir efta- 
' biMiments, and was profitable onFy as the theans 
of bringiiyg iteme theimmenfe produce of their 
territorial pol&fions. That Ireland ftood at this 
mom^t in the fame fituition with refpe£l to the 
Eaft Indies with all -England, except the char- 
• tered Eaft India Company ; of which, ' howe- 
ever, her Merchants could eqirally virith thofe 
of London, become Members. As to the di- 
red trade to Engtan^, or as it is commonly 
called, the Channel trade— -rt is in that alone, 
that ic is poffiUe to give us any ftn-ther benefits. 
B^tlet us lee what they are, and how the cafe 
'ftamh now, without an Union. W6 have af- 
ready (bme tittle advantage, as to the Weft 
India trade, by our local fituation, and all re- 
ilri£ki6o8 whatever on it, have lately been 
token off. By a conftruAion of a claufe in the 
Navigation A£^, and by x)ther Statutes, the 
Irifli were prohibited ffom carrying Plantation 
Goods to Briuir»; either from the Weft Incfies 
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tjrirclanj. This Was a great reftriSton, in- 
deed, oh our Weft India trade; but, by a late 
A6t of Parliament, this is done away; and 
n6w Irifli (hips have the iame privilieges 
, as £nglifl> ; and . a Cork merchant caa now 
fend his (hip to Jamaica, load her with fugar» 
rum, &c. &c. fend her to Briftol, or bring 
her to Cork, and, if he finds that market 
over-ftocked, he can Tend her to Liverpool, or 
any other Eoglifli port where his goods will be 
admitted on the (kme terms -as if they came 
direS from thc'Weft Indies to Britain, and in 
an E>igli(h (hip. Nb grant of the Englilh le- 
gifl^turc can add a further privilege to thi^, 
and you have the plantation trade as free ai^ 
«€pen now, as it is pofilble to 'give it; toyou* 

** Cectaifily, betweea England and Ireland 
•ibcre are feme mutuaJ reftridio^ ftiU remain- 
ing, but I think that thoffi .wfiich England has 
impofed on. Iri(h goods imported into Eoglatvi 
are not of fo much coofequence a$ it ia uTyally * 
. imagined,, for, in general, t|iey ore laid •on b«* 
ticles we have no pfo^ability of eperMtt^ able 
,49 lend them," « HowT faid I, " and whitt 
are they ? Surely the moderation of our taxes, 
4he conveniences of fuel and water, but, ^1)oye 
all, the cbeapnefs of proyifions, and, eonle-^ 
quently of labour, may enable us^ ,in tioie, 
to ri^al England in many articles, that we aie 
now prevented fending her by legal rel^ridionsi** 
My partner replied—-** Do you know what 
th^fe prohibited articles, or, articles loaded 
with duiics cqiMl to a prohibit ion, are?" I 
Uid not* ^* Then,** faid he, ** I wijl enun»e- 
rate thehi to you, at leaft all thofe that are of tbe 
fmalleft poffible confequence. Tbey are haCA^ 
Tape, and linfeed, oil) hard^ware, earthen* 
ware, coals, /pheefe^ woollen clotil^s^^ glaft 
bottles, printed linens, gla(s wa^^ wrdugjit 
ivory^ velvety flocfcirjgi}, vinegar,* iron, fea- 
thers, mixed cotton and iinens, (ail-eloth^ 
cordage, beer, foap, ftarch, feather^; refined 
fugars, candles, gi]n-powder,<^cyder, hops ai)d 
wrought filka. For wbiph of thele.lhall we ex* . 
change our exports of bee^ butteir, pork, and 
"wheat? or which of thefe think you will ihe 
Northern merchanjt prefer to bis &«en tnd^i 



You fee tiie greater number of them dcfervc 
no notice ; they :are commodities that we are 
obliged now to procure for our own confump* 
tion from England, though loaded with, fome 
. duty, (generally loper cent) and with the ex- 
pence of freight, infurance, commiffion, &c. 
Of this defcription, are coals, hard-ware, refineil 
fugars, hops, t:heefe, ear then- ware, wrought 
(ilks, and Tuperfine cloths, &c« Cou Id We 
fend (low manufa£hM'ed, and expenfive 'filks 
for the changeable tafte of a l»ondon market, 
to vie with the ready and ingenious arttft of 
Spital-fields, who is on the Tpot, andean take 
advantage of every fluctuation of fa^ion ? Is 
jr likely we can fend fine cloths to England, 
• when odr own gentry will not wear them here, 
'though fo much cheaper than thofe we get 
from England ? Is it not ridicukmi to talk of 
•our contending in hard** ware with Birmin^ 
ham, or, in earthen«ware with Stafford(hire, 
fitmn whence we are forced to bring them for 
t>ur confumptfon, loaded with the cxpences of 
iireight, infurante, xommiflton, ^nd duty*? 
^Terfaopf, indeed, we might 1>e able . to fenU 
fome coarfe woollens to nearly the extent of 
what wobllen yarn we now export; and fottH^ 
^oted linens, cottons tnixed-with Kilen, cord- 
age, or fail-doth, or other articles, wherein 
thefiiperiority we hanre in the linen manufac^ 
ture might have its advantage; and thefe 
two articles, oF tho coarfe woollens and 
printed, or mixed linens^ are thofe alon^ 
in' the whole, catalogue that deferve any confi- 
" deration, and to them we are to Jock for the 
Tole commercial advamages we can derive froth 
an Union. The faperfinc okuhs are all made, 
or oa^ht to be, of Spantih wool; amhthe Eng- 
lifk manu&£hirer6^ themfetves, confefs, we 
. have, not 4kiU^ or artificers,, to t»rftend iivith 
them ia it. As to the coarier woollens^ we 
nib in our own confompttoh moft of what 
-wod wse prodtee^ except what we export in 
-woollen yarn ; nihd if all this was wtx)^ght up, 
and exported in woollen cloths, i^^vedd not 
Jbe a .matter of great confeq^pnce, but we 
, rau(l alw$ys have tbe power of a confiderabk 
export 0f linen and woollen yarrtf or we will 
.001 hiy« enough fee QufsDVirn n)enuft&ti-es> foi^ 
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if there wts not a oertain market for tl^e re- 
dandancy of fpun yarn over what we are able 
to. weave, the fpinnen would be difcouraged, 
by the apprehenfion of no fale for their yarn, 
and, in the next year, the weavers might not 
have enough for their demand— and this princi- 
ple holds in every roanufafkure. As to the 
coarfe woollens what makes it unlikely that we 
can rival England in them, is that in them the 
raw material is« great proportion of their, va- 
lue; and ihe wool of Ireland is worfe confi- 
deraUy than Ijiat of England, and dearer in 
price, in the proportion of loid. to 6d. per 
f)0und, as poiitivety affirmed by t^e EnglilK 
nianufa£l:urers in 1785. Ofcourfe, when our* 
profperity nifes the ptice of labour, vre can 
«ever expeA to rivatEn^Iand in this article* 

^* With rtffcSt to thofe articles which makd 
=(tert of our linen manufafture, as printed li- 
Bchs, mixed cottons, Arc. &c. if England 
was to lay afide, or equalize, aH duties upon 
Ihem, and the woolens, would w« have any 
right to demand that Ihe (hddd continue the' 
prefent bounty en the export of our linens, 
which was given us as a compenfation for the. 
iftclufion cf our /wooleas, and which, certain^ 
ly, is a dilcoucagement to htr own linen manu^ 
f«&ure, and particularly to that of Scotland ^ 
Our linen trade, as ft ftalids at prefent, mi 
encouraged by this bouhty, is fufficieat to em- 
ploy the capital of th^ richeft, and reward the 
l^culation of the mod adventurous trader, 
without contending, as, we muft do, in the 
other line of printed and cotton goods, witK 
the power and opulence of MancheAer, and 
the (kiliful eftablifliment, -capital, and ma- 
chinery of the fibglifli artifts.. Thefe manu- 
faSures are old, and firmly rooted inEngland. 
With, us they are^ut in tlieir infancy*, and if 
aTl dutm vpon them were mutually taken off 
in England^ and Ireland, it would be the total 
dieflrudion vf all thofe branches of infant and 
Tinfettled roanufaQur^, that would have to 
contend, on equal terms, with the old eflablith* 
^d ones of fimilar articles in Britain ; and of 
thefe, none would engage m a more difadvan- 
t9geotis combat tban the printed linens^ cqN 
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tons, &a This is proved by ^e teftintony 
of the Englifh Merehants themfelves, who, 
when they were examined before the Lords of 
the Committee of Council, in 1785, on the 
Commercial Proportions, then depending be*- 
t«(een England and Ireland, did confefs, that 
they had no apprehenfion of Ireland underfel- 
ling them in their own market, in fine or coarfe 
woollens, printed linens, or mixed goods, iron 
ware, or earthen ware, provided they were 
fttbjed to equal duties, on import into Eng«* 
Iand,with thofe then payable on import of fimilar 
articles into Ireland, and an equal duty on 
import of raw materials-**as iron, cotton, 

&c. into either country. T he ftrikliig 

off afl duties in both countries was much difap^ 
proved of by the Lords of the Cpmmitfee of 
Council, and the fyftem preferred was to dimr* 
niOiall duties then in exiftence to the ftandard 
of the country where they were lowed ; and 
this muft be the idea of any commercial arrange-* 
ment between the two countries in ct(t of an 
Dnton^ and iu the rates now (land this would 
leave a proteSing duty of about 10 per cent, in 
general, befides infurance, freight,^,commii!i- 
oa,&c. to all thofe Engli^ articles, we might 
hope tocontend with them in, fuch as printed' 
linens, mixed cottons, hafd-wate, earthen- 
vare, &c, which the EngKfii Merchants, faid, 
ini7859 wouldbefufficient to prevent a com- 
petition of the Irift Merchant in tbeir own 
laarket. 

*' If, -therefoft, an Union is likely to do us' 
little benefit to oor etport trade, fee what inju- 
ry muft certaSnly refult from it to mir import, 
indeed the Merchants h^n to feel, that a great 
p^t pf thrir trade in iifipofted articles, for our 
home confimiptrbn, might iceafe, in confe* 
quenoe of the vkftdimihution of the numbers 
at our hbme confthners, which an Union in 
any pod^teftape, muft tiecdfarily create, by* 
encreafmg the mimbef of Abfentces, almoft' 
beyond cakruWion^ and it muff* always be 
cememfaetcd, that thet^ is no- nation "in 
the world, vHicre the gentry, or higWr or- 
ders, foexclufiYcly confume all the imported 
snides ; «nd- trbcre the members of the diffcr- 
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cnt braflches of thcLegiflature, arc fo great a 
proportion of the Gentry, as in Irerand, and 
there h no country, therefore, in which the 
renfK)val of her Legiflature will take with it fo 
great a iiumbcr of the confumers of imported 
articles. The misfortdne which the increafe of . 
Abfeotees-wil) overwhelm aH parts of this coun- 
try with, is a matter of the deepeft concern, 
and carries with it irrefiflable arguments againft 
^nUi^ion, on this,, however, we-wilh^Ikfome 
other time— I now only aHude to the effeSs it 
•will have on her commerce, and how feverefy 
it will be felt, by all our importing Merchants^ 
' in the firft inftance. 

** As to the fmall taxes we pay, and the cheip- 
nefs of labour, enabling U9 to vie with Eng- 
land in her own market, in certain of her arti- 
cles of cflabliihed manufadure ; he conttnued*, 
ThoV at prefect our taxes are moderate, yet 
an IJoion would probably, to the firft inftance, 
and certainly iivoourfe of tiane, eaufe them to 
be put on thp.fame footbg with thofe of Eng- 
land ', in the faibe examination of the Engiidi 
lyierchapts, in 178$, they (aid that one great 
caofe oftl^e cbeai^eisoflabMr in Ireland, was, 
that candles, ibap> leather, d». were not ex- 
cifed inlreknd; the£b taxes, however, have 
already ;nade fome prqgrefs amongft us> and 
vnt have no teafiui to fuppofe,. ihey wiH not en* 
creafe. 



•* As to tTie cheapnefs oflabour, it h Xtnt that 
ihe commoneft k|nd of day labour, merely 
agripultura),^ it cfaeaperliefe ; but the prices 'of 
all Superior aitifts, are equal, and in fome in- 
ftincea„hjgher«-fbr ikilful workmen in the ^ffi-- 
cult branches, are rardjia be found faere— and 
muft be brought fro<n England. So that they 
Lave not on I^Englilk wages,.* but the great ex- 
pence of their removal, and eAab^fliment. 
But fuppofe adual labour be chetper here than 
ki England, and maf po^Bbly (i^ntinue fo, fure- 
1^, however^ the want of ikill in the mami- 
fadurer, the habitaal drunkenneft, facility of 
intoxication, and unfotlnd monaen of our peo-^ 



pie, are more than a countervailing equivalent, 
and I really beKeve, the Englifli Merchant cm 
get his piece of work manufactured for as fmaft 
afum of money, as the Irifli Merchant can get 
a fimilar piece done for, from the fuperior (kill 
and diligence of the one, and the many difad- 
vantages, want of (kill, and confirmed habits^ 
in the other, notwitbftanding that wages may 
be, and provifions certainly are, cheaper in 
Ireland." 

My partner ftopped, and I own I had no re- 
ply ready, and I was mortified at it ; on which 
be proceeded, *^ I aflure you this is my fincere 
opinion, and in point of the further ext'eniioa 
of the privileges of commerce, England has 
now nothing to give, which in our iituatioo, 
and with ouir produce we can take much bene- 
fit ifroro, and which would make atonement 
to this country, -for any furrcnd^rof import- 
ance. I begin to think that the advoc^tesfor an 
Union, wiU not infift that much: benefit will rc- 
fultfromit, to our trade, aod will ih'ift their] 
argumeacs (tbof wi^fi more falki^, as I ihdl 
(hew you fome other time) to tbe advantages wc 
may deiivAfrod? it, in point ^f pr$te^i0ti mad 
Jjrcuriiy. : The coaKoeece-. of Ireland is acfew 
q^atetomore tfa!aa:itscapital( but that capiu> 
is, rapidly encr^afing» capable of great «exten- 
iion, and enapioyed upon the beft fubjefis of 
•ur produce and mantifaAur-e, and the nalioa 
bas thrifvcn accosdiiigly-" 

My Partner now ceafed to fpeak, I faid I 
would think.of it; and I have given it much 
thought, and the more I coofider it,, the more I 
believe him in tbe right. I (end you this, in hopes 
you will publilh it in your ufeful and patrioMc 
paper, as thece may be many men in my fitui^ 
tion, in Cork, Limerick, Belfaft, and othei 
great trading towns, who may not be lucky 
enough, to have a partner with eqjiial know- 
ledge—and who may be thereby tempted to wiih 
for an Union, in hopes of commercial benefits^ 
it never can bring with it.. 
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TOTHZ 

LORDS AND COMMONS 



I 



MY LORD9 AHO GBNTLXMEK^ 



N a moment of awful importstncs^ to our 
country, I addrefs you with that reverence, 
which a conftitutionaJ mind ought to feel, btK^ 
with a confidence which thc^rcat occaiion de- 
mands, and with which I am inspired, as a fub'**' 
jc<£k of a Conftitutron yet free ; a Cooflitution, 
for the prefervaiionof which, vou ftand in the 
proud charaSer of TruftecS fijr this nation. 
The Cabinet- of England, and the Govera-i^ 
ment of Ireland, have determined on the in- 
^rofhi^ioa ofibc queftion of^ an UNION, in 
the next Seflioirof Parliament, af a tim'e, and' 
in fuch a temper of the People, as that it will, 
Ifeafy (hake to it^ centre, the trarujtiiHity of the 
kingdom : and * as rf in&lt and ftritaftion were 
ncceffary preparatives for a queftion, too well 
cakulared, by its owr nature,- to wound the 
' feofibility, and to rou!ic the paflions of the na-* 
tbp, an Englifliman,^ in office here, without' 
Head or heart, whomiflake? prating, for reafoh- 
iiij, 'and fcribbling, for wVitmg, hii pobHfhed, 
ufider Patronage, a Pamphlet, ti>d a Letter^ 
in which fcarcely any thing appears, iJut .exahi- 
p^s without illudration, analc^ies ^vichout" 
fimilitude,^ alTumpt Ions innumerable, ignorance 
of hiftorical faQs, which* he aflFbSs to know, 
and an impudence provoking and incorrigible : 
This Gentlem^an, wafted into Ireland ^ 

** QUO FRUNA ET COCTOKA VEMTO.** 

tdls the Proteftanf, that a Urtion will effeSu- 
ally lecure hit pohticalfuperiority over the Ca- 
tholic — that the admiflion of the latter to a feat 
Mn PaiHamcnt,' and for that pur pofe. theneccf- 
fary repeal of the Tcft- Oaths, and the Aft of 
' Supremacy and Uniformity^ would amount 
to an acquitfcence Ip th^ eccleftaftical jurifdic- 
taonqf the Tope in this realm^ ^nd that politi* 



dri equality, between Proteftaht and Catholic^ 
iwuft produce a Revolution. To the Catholic 
he tells, that " an opening may be left in any 
•* |>lan of a Union, for the future admiffioa-of * 
^Catholics ta additional privileges," that is,, 
to that very privilege, which, in his eftimatipn, 
moft produce a Revolution t With ungrateful ' 
petulance, he vents his abufe upon -the charac- 
tcraad manners of the People of Ireland, cpl- 
* feSively, and upon every cla(ss)f them in par^ 
tict)iar>^ until his audacity, having attained its. 
n7eridia« altitude, falls, with the mod wanton 
- invcQives, upon our national ParKam^nt, which 
he wiflies to annihilate. He tells you, m/*- 
Lords and Gentlemen, in very plain language,, 
that you ure not, in faS, the independent Le-. 
gilktors of Ireland, Init the machines of Bng- 
laij|d ; and that you betray th& facred truft re- 
p^i&d in you by your country, by becoming the 
ir^uments of the- Britifli Cabinet: from the* 
bafeft and vilelVof all pofli^le motives. In his 
P^^itiphlet, page 12, he fays, <^ The counfel§ ' 
^l6r tftft Oovemrtem of Ireland, are framed in 
*^ ^he Britifti C^^binet : -the Government of Ire-. 
*^ larid is aQually adminiftered^by a Britiili Lord 
*^ Lie'tftonant, .who dijirihutes the Patronage of 
** the Crown : the Irilh Parliament is fuppofed 
*' to be in a* great degree fubjech to Britifi hifiu^. 
•* r/zf*." And he prefcribcs his Union as tl\e* ' 
only remedy for his falfely ^Hedged degradation * 
of the JtifhLegiflatare, and lelld^the People of 
Ireland, that their Lords and Commons, are 
{o irrecoverably Tunk into political profligacy 
and bafenefs, that there is no hope of reli<tf, 
but by exringui(bir\g their feparateexiftcnce, 
and by fending a few Lords and Commontrs 
into the Briti(h'PaTiiamenr> under the nearer 
influence of that Cabinet, which this rev'lcr of 
our national charaftcr, reprefents as the fabora- 
.tory in which your fenatorial tlavcry is^ anaJyfcd 
and cortipounded :— And all this from a perfon, 
who, ^ few months^ago, would have filled the 
^ols arrd the gibbets with fuch hip B&rh^rians^ 
as fliould venture to fpcak the tenth part oK what 
he ventures' to write : That vehicl*: of feortion, 
called THE PRESS, Jp its hotteit. Career 4)f 
virTalence, never ventured fo utter ugainft our. 
Ptrliapaerit, a caluRiny fo foul -orfogrofs, as- 
that w^iicii is ik)w wriiren igaiivft it^i) 'his He** 
r«ld Qf Prodhution^ and^f 1 ha«i not been Lp« 
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-prir.eJ tbat this extr.iorJinary proclucHon had 
come -from an official ban J, i fliould halve mif- 
' taken it for the work of a ronfpicatpr, who had 
renewed his efforts to rekindle the flame of r/?- 
lis^ious animofity and murder, and tojuftify the 
vcnormiiies of the Irilh DireSory : In one 
•place he fays, that jafter the Union " there 
*^' will be no clafliing of diftinS intereft^" be- 
tween thctwa nations: and in another, ** thiit 
** the inter<fts of En^Jand ntfft ever treponde- 
** rj/<'," and ^* that a preference will always be 
** jiven to her/' Weli done ! thou honed 
Statefman I Thou i'eep, ' confiftent, political 
. jicafoner ! In bis Letter in the D. Ev. Port, of 
the nth of December laft, m which he iifurps 
the name of a CONSTITUTION A UST, he 
dreflcs upa.qucHion, compofed of aflumptions, 
to his own lafte, and then gravely anfwers it 
himfelf, after -which be boldly infifts that you 
h^ve, by theGonftitution, an authority to form 
a Union w^th the BriiiftiLegiflature,, ind'epend- 
. ent. of the confent of the Peopleof Ireland: 
' And tJio* without a. Union, we certainly have 
. our feparate and inde|)cndent Houfes of Lords 
and Commons, and if a Union fliouId take place, 
we would have neither the one or the other, yet 
• this ftunted grammarian, with a verbal trifling, 
commenturate to his intelleft, inCfts tbat-ttie 
formation of a Union, which rand give away 
from Ireland the feparate and independent ej|-' 
iftencc of her two Houfes of Parliament^ is ipt 
a transfer of either I He undertalces to detnofi- 
Jiraie your authority, independent of the Peo- 
ple, -by faying, that Lord Somers, a great Law- 
yer and Statefman, drew up the Bill of Rights, 
and the Articles of the Scotch Union ; and he 
concludes his de4nonftrati(m^ by consigning his 
adverfary to his ignorance of Lord Somers, 
and marches off triumphantly, hooting at (what 
he calls) technical logic, and ideal fbadows. The 
prominent feature of this Gentleman's polkical 
charaSer, appears to be incurable arrogance ; 
y^titis aftoniihing, that he fliould have ima- 
gined that the eftabliflied rights, the underftand- 
ing, and the fpirit, of a free people, could be 
(bribbled away, amidft the jejune trafli of any 
little minijiery or any little man^ who thinks, 
himfelf a minifter. I quit thi« gentleman for a 
while, to come' to the main qh]tQi of my ad- 
drefs to you ; and I lay it down as an irrefraga- 
ble pofiMon, that the Conftitution of Ireland is 
the indifoutable property of the nation, and not 
of its Parliament. You, my Lords, a£^ing 
your part in one great br;iach of this Conftitu- 
tion, form the dignified ftay between the King 
and the Pecjple, in alt matters of a legiffative na- 
ture : You are alfo ijiveftcd with the . fuprcme 
jadicial authority io all caufcs involving the. 



life, liberty and property, of the fubjeS. No 
.enlightened man has ever yet afierted ^that thw . 
tranfcendent power has' been committed to you 
by theConftilutioil, for your own excjufive be* 
jieih; or that thereby that branch of the Con- 
ftitution which you thus occupy, was to be- 
come your abfolute property, to be difpofed of 
as you may pleafe, without the exprefs and fpe- 
cial confent of the nation which firft made the 
Conftitution, and then appointed the fevcral bo- 
dies of 4he Parliament, to aA their cWHfifk 
parts on thcdiftinft branches of it : You are in 
faS, my Lords, buf Truftees in your Parlia- 
mentary capi^city, and therefore anfwerable to 
your country for the property ef the people thus 
committed to your care, the feparare exiftence of 
which, y.ou have iio right to confent to deftroy, 
or transfer, without their fpccial authority ft>r 
that pui pofe. As to you. Gentlemen, who more 
peculiarly reprefent the Peopleof Ireland in 
their feparate and independent Common^'Houfe 
of Parliament, i do, in the name of my 
country, folemnly enter my proieft againft 
even a colour of authority vefted in you, to 
give up, extinguilh, or transfer, your feparate 
and independent cxiftence as a branch of opr 
legiflature, without the fpecial and exprefs . 6\^ 
rc;,Qionof yourConftituents, from whom alon^ 
you derive your Parliamentary exiftence : 
When you were elefiled, the term of your de- 
legation was clearly defined hy the fettled law of 
the land : N0W7 Gentlemen, let me intreat 
you to lay your hands upon your hearts, and 
fay, whether at the time when yourCcnftitucnt 
was giving his vote for your elefiion, it ever 
entered into the mind of any honourable mem- . 
ber among you, that he committed, or intend- 
ed tocommit, to "you, not only the facred trufl: 
of making laws for him, during the defined 
tprm of your delegation, but aJfo full authority 
tp deftroy for ever, that (bparaie and independ- 
ent branch of Irefand*s Conftitution, into 
which he was fencing you to aft for his bene- 
fit ? The very idea outrages every principle of 
Conftitution, common jufticc, nfhd common < 
{^n{^ .Let nue. fuppefe the Union formed 
without the" fpecial confent f have mentioned : 
The hGt which compleats the Union, muft 
bring on a diflToUnion of the Iiifti Parliament j 
and kwiX you back upon a political k vel with 
your fellow-fubjeSsi Suppofe a Conftituenl 
ihould addrcfsone of you in thcfe terms :— 

" Sir, you folicited my vote for yourelcftion 
to reprefent me in the feparate and indepen- 
dent. Commons of Ireland. You promifcd a 
faithful difcharge of the trnft, and you became 
the objeft of jny confidence. During thc.terra 
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defined*^y liiw lerilrufted to you the'ftupen*.' 
dous pofwcr tocohcur^in making laws afFeQing 
every thing dear 'to the heart tf man^ The 
term of vour delegation is determined, and i 
demand fi-om your hands that fcparate inde-*' 
pendent -branch of the conftitution which I 
Committed to your care as my truftee^ in order 
that I may again exercifc my birth-right, and 
choofe another perfon in your flead.^' . 

.Can there be one Irifhman among you of fuch' 
callofity of conicience,' fo dead to all fenfe of 
fhame, a? to be abl6 to meet the indignant eye 
of his betrayed conftituent, confcious that he 
had confented to the utter extinQion of the 
fubjeS matter of histruft? There rtever Was, 
and I hope there never will bej'one Irifli member 
in your honpurable affemhly mifcrcant enough, 
to, put himfelf into a fi4uation to be fo qucp. 
tioned by his conftituents. Mayahe manly 
anfWer of J. C Eferesford to the Guild of St. 
Loy, never be forgotten by my" fellow-citizens 
of Dublin. 

I have, my Lords and Gentlemen, denied, as I 
ever (hall deny, your authority, as members^of 
our Parliament, toconfent to the de7lru6lion of 
the fcparate and independent eziftence of the (wo 
great branches of the cdThditution, which you 
fill, without the confent of the majority of the 
people of Ireland. By this I do not moan to 
infinuate any diftruft of your integrity ; but, I^ 
am fure, that the Parliamentw>f a free coun- 
try cannot be difpleafed at the anxiety of an 
Irifhmaq trembling for the peace and the fate 
of his country, if, upon a queAion of fuch inca.K ' 
culabic value to millions yet unborn, he reds his 
chief dependance upon the unchangeable point of 
conftitutional right. I have endeavoured to prove 
your want of the authority, upon the princi- ' 
pies of the conftitution, and of common juf- 
tice, to 'bring about fuch a revolutkn^^l fay, 
a revolution; becaufe, if the 'mere removal of 
the crown of England from one branch of the 
fame fanwly to another, . ftill prcferving the- 
three great branches of the conftitution unim- 
paired, be a revolution, furefly, it is muth more 
fo, to annihilate thefeparate exiftefice of the 
Lords and Commons of Ireland. But, if my 
pwn ftrength be too fakit for the purpofe, 
permit me to fupply the defeft from the 
higheft authority. In the feflion of 1716, the 
famous fepteruiial bill pafled the Lords, and 
was fent down to the Commons of England. 
In the fpeech of Sir Robert Raymond, af- 
terwards Lord Raymond, and Chief Jufticc 
of England, upon the fubjcil of that bill, you 
vr>ilf>nd the following remarkable paflages :•— 



'* Sorry fliould T^be to fuppofe, we had fthy 
alKes who refufed to tredt with us, beoaufe we 
refufed to reUnquiJb our conftitution. Will not 
the people fay, with reafon, if this bill (hall 
pafs, that, when the Original term of your de- 
legation is elapfed, you are no longer their re- 
prefentatives. In my opinion, the King, 
Lords> and Commons, can no more continue a 
Parliament Jbeyond its natural duration, than 
they can make a Parliament." Hire, then, we 
have thef opinion bf a great Englifli lawyer, 
that Parliament had no power to extend the 
duration of the truft committed to them-^that 
the excrcife of fuch a power would be a relin* 
quijbment of the conftitution— that the mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Comnlons would not> 
during the additional term, be the reprefenta- 
tives of the people^and, that the three eftatet 
of the conftitution' had no poweir to extend the 
tertt^ of delegation one tlay longer than Was fet- 
tled and defined by law, at the time when the - 
delegation was made. I cannot prefume to 
affront your underftandings, or your feelings, 
by afting, what, you think, would have beeti 
the opinion of that great copftitutional lawyer^ 
if he were queftioned as ,to the power of the 
King, Lords, and Commons, to extitiguifli^* 
forever, thefeparate and independent legiflative 
authority of the Lords and'Conimons'#f Great 
' Britain ? And yet our Englifli pamphleteer has 
the matchlefs efirdntery to teir the people ojf 
Ireland, that the meditated Union, which is to 
have precifely the fame effeft irpon the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland, is a change dniy in 
the form, but not in the eflcnce of the confti- 
tutionl 

I ajn ettremely ' Unwilling to impute kicked 
intentions to any man ; but I cannot help ob^ 
ferving, that the lucubrations of this gentle- 
man, and of his auxiliaries, in the ta(k of pro- 
mofing an Union, feem toftianifeft afele£^ioA 
of topics calculated to fmk the fpirit, and to 
degrade the charafler of the nation, and to 
make the people look with horror and difguft 
lipon thofe eftablifliments and orders in fcciety-, 
which they hi^ve been always accuftomed to re- 
gard with veneration and love. The eje of the 
public has been ever Hfted towards the auguft 
aflembly in our Houfe of Lords with profound 
refped. The Commdnt of Ireltnd, as ema* 
nating immediately from the people, have 
been uniformly the objeQs of our refpeS^ 
mixed with ftrong emotions of fentlbiliry and ^ 
affe&ion. Of late, in particular, every loyal 
heart in the nation glowed with conhdencc xn, 
and gratitude to, both our Honfes of Parlia- 
ment, by whofe over-awing prefence, vigi- 
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ttonce, aiKl Inceflant labours, under God, the 
country has chiefly been relcued fronv the hor-, 
rors of a nK>ft unnatural rebellioiK Is this,, 
then, the time for the foul tongue of calumny 
to difcharRe its malignant (lander againft the 
eharaSer Ind dignity of our Parliament ? Are 
we now to be told, that the leading members 
of our legiflature^are in treaty with the Britiflv 
cabinet, for the fale of themfelves, their po- 
litical confequence, and their country ? That 
Englifh peerages, and Englifh gold, are to be 
received as the rewards of the bafefl: proftitu- 
tion, and the viieft of all treachery r That 
the proud mind, of an Irifli peer, and the. high 
fpirit of an Irilh commoner, would plunge 
tjiemfdves inio a fceneof iniquity, to verify, 
the imputations of their libellers, to juftify the 
eomplaints of confpirators, and to render our 
noUea ^nd gentry •^he eternal abomination of 
their country^ and the obje£ts of contempt and 
difguft to all Europe ?^ No, my Lords and 
Gentlemen^ we defpife the vile dander ; we 
^re truly grateful toyou'for the exaked prt you: 
^ye a3«d in pfeferving us front) an unequalled 
rcbefifbn, and we look to you, with proud confi-' 
denicc, for our cjeliverance from this other 
d^ath-blCrw,. now aimed at our conAitution«. 
Gur country bleeds yet at every pore j religious- 
and politieal rancotir yet difturbs our pez(^^ 
^d excitt^s our fear'; the nation is not in a fhte 
^4f reflexion; k is incapable of exercifijig its 
ju(fgment upon-a queAionfo momentous a^ that 
o£ a Union*. Continue, we befcech you, to 
pour Jlalpa into oar wounds ;^. ernploy your 
wifdom in abating t}ie fury of oui^ political and.^. 
religious divifions;,and fuffcr us not be ap- 
proacbid by the terrific queftlont of a Union, ^ 
virhibhwill make our veins^ bleed anew, and 
will put the loyal naen of keiand into a fitua- 
tion of unequalled auxiety, whether to defend? 
the coaftitution* againft rebellion on one fide»;^ 
er, {torn fiatid and plunder on the other. We^ 
tclfy firmly rely, my Lords and Gentlemen,, 
iiponyour wifdom and integrity^ to keep us, 
out ot fuch aft agonizing difficulty. If, how- 
ijver, upon awaking from our panic. and dif- 
loay, we (hall find^, (which I think fcarcely 
pofjble) that we have been defrauded of our . 
bifth-right, our valued conflitution, by any , 
^oWer mi earth.; and, particularly, if we 0vaJI 
4iltpover, that th^ mo^ves to fuch a frauds 



rcaUy -are- Aich, a»^* we now think 'calumny 
albne can impute to you. What will, be the 
duty of every honed man in the nation? I,^ 
tremble to think of it, Yet,^ fame choice oF ' 
^ndud mud be made. It will be impoflible' 
to fubmit to the fuppofed treachery. May the 
God of eternal juftioe direa us ! Every thing 
valuable and dignifying to a nation ^ gone ! 
And, gone by fuch m^ns too ! Human na« 
ttire cannot, will not, bear it. The awful 
warn*mg;of the poet recurs to my recolle£lion : 

" Curandum tHprimif, ne nuigna injur a fiat 
** fart thus et miferis : toUas licet omne quod 
** ufquam ejl auri atque ar gent i ' 
-— « SP0LI4TIS ARMA SUPERSUNT^ 

I am proud to declare myfelf, (and hope I- 
(hall ever have reafon to do to) my Lords and^ 
Gcmlemcn, ^ , ^ 

Your devoted fervant, 

EITZPATRICKv 



EPIGRAM^. 



The Cit complains^ to all h^ meets, , *' 
That grafs will gjow in Dublin ft^^ets^. 

And cries, ttiit^— ill is over. 
Short-^fighted blockhead, don't you fee, 
Your mourn ing'flrould be changed to g\(^e-,, 
^ Fqt then you'll Jive ih chver. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



We have received the beautiful Fabfe of 
^reior, the vifion of Pharoah^ the FredoJder^ 
and other valuable favours, which /hall *be at- 
tendjed to a» focm as poffib'le, and which fliould 
not be delayed,' but, * that they are lieceCarily 
goftponed to ^rior cwnmuqications. 
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T^ THE 

EDITORS of the ANTI-UNION. 



V«ndidit hic auro patriam, domimunque potentenir 

ViRo. JEn. Lib. VT,, 



I 



T was with aftoniihment I read in the fate newf- 
papers, that fome SheriSFs had refufcd to comply 
with requifitions to convene the Freeholders of 
their Counties, for the purpofe of inftrufling 
Reprefenfativcs on the fuDJc61: of the Union. I- 
did conceive, that as the biinde/l ignorance could 
be no apology for fuch a refufal, fo the moft de- 
praved corruption could not- have dilated the 
adoption of fuch condud. At this time^ and^ 
on fuch a quc(lion,Ji is impoflible that Govern- 
ment couM be fe itiiwt& fts. yot^ iUfic the piiblM: 
breath. The adminiftration of this country muftr 
be'aware, thai amearurc\of fuch ultimate and vi- 
tal confequence, could have no fecurity for perma- 
nence, unlefs it were founded on the declared 
wiflies, or the avowed approbation of the confti- 
tucnt body. The wifdom of^ future times will ea»- 
fily difttngut/h the . filence of the people of the 
prcfcnt day," from acquiefcence or confent. This 
truth is fo obvious, that to impute any tampering 
with SheYiffs to Government, would be to charge 
it not only with a crime,, which it could notcom-^ 
mit, but with blindnefs and folly, of which it \% 
incapable. Let me not, however, wafte time 
in fearching into the motives of the mifconduCt of 
thoie public officers, which, whether it proceeds 
from indolence, or ignorance, or corruption, de- 
ferves fevere reprehenfion. - I confider inertnefs 
on the part of the Conftituent, at the prefet cri- 
fls, as & crime againd poflerity — and I fhallcail by 
Tio other name than treafon to the conftitution, the 
refufal by a Sheriff to exercife the privilege to 
which he isonJy entitled by ufage or courtefy, and 
which the prefent awful occafion, makes a. pub- 
lic and indifpenfible duty.. 

Fortunately, however, the power of the peo- 
ple to affemble for conftif utional purpofes requires 
not the confent of the Sheriff^ and this great right 



^ the fubjeS^ is not held at will from the officer 
of thecrown* The defign of this Paper is ftiort- 
Jy to ftate what the law confiders as the privilege of 
tne people of the realm in this rcfpeS, and how 
far the exercife of that privil^c depends on the 
authority of flieriffs.. 

It is unneceflary to fupport, by legal proofs, . 
the propofition, that the fubjefis of this realm 
have an inherent right by the common law, to af- 
fomble in any numbers for the purpofe of petition-^ 
ing the King,, or either Houfc of Parliament,. 

?:ainftany exifting,.or apprehended, grievance, 
his proud privilege, peculiar to the conftitutioti 
of thefe countries, has conftantly been guarded 
with the mpft anxious folicitude. It received re- 
peated confirmations in t^le earlier times of the 
injliflrhiftory, and whenever it was found nc- 
oeffiiry to aflert or fecure conftitutional liberty, 
this right, neceflary to the interefts, and" dear to* 
tjie hearts of Englilhraen, was never forgotten. 
It was part ef the ftipulation in the petition of rights 
fii-thewiga^af . Chacl^s I.; it fprnxed a promi- 
jient feature in the declaration and bill or rights,., 
when the Conftitution was renovated awlefta- 
bliflied by the Revolution^ and it was carefully 
introduced into the aft of fetilement, which fe-- 
cured the throne to the family of our beloved So- 
vereign. I cannot better illuftrate or define the na- 
ture and extent of this right, than by tranfcri- 
bing the words of a popular author^on this topic : 
" The freedom ' of canvaCing political fubjeQs, 
is not limited to the members of the legiflature,^ 
the like privilege is allowed to the other orders of 
the people, and aiiill fcope isgivea to that fpirit 
of party, and a complete fecurity infvired to thofe 
numerous and irregular meetings,., which create fo 
much uneafmefs in the Sovereign^ of other coun- 
tries. Individuals may, in fuch meetings, take an 
aftfve part for procuring the fucccfs of thofe pub- 
lic fteps, which they wifh to fee purfued. The 
law fets no reftriSion on their numbers, nor has 
it, we may fay, taken any precaution to prevent 
even the abufe that might be made of fuch free^; 
dom." — ^De Lolme— page 48. .»^ - 

Thefe obfervations^remade rather with ^^ vieWj^ 
to fhew how facred and invaluable the rigb^ of tlirt} 
people to affemble for political purpdfes, has al^ 
ways been held by our law^ than to. prepare tbe 
way for an inference, that the body m^eachcpup- 
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* ty which ele£ls rcprcfentatives for PaHiament, 
hasrs^Ifo the lefsextenfive right of meeting to in- 

• ftruft ihefe repiefentativcs, on queftions of local, 
or national, coacern. This right, .ilcknowtedged 
in courts of law, fanSioned by parliament, and 
exercifed from time immemorial, requires this day, 
1)0 confirmation from argument or iaduiQion. 

Is this, then, a right inherent in the people, 
but incapable of being called forth into exertion, 
without the fanSion or fummons of aflierifF? 

'Or in other words, were our forefathers fo fim- 
ple and improvident, that on fome occafions they' 
foffced from the Sovcreiga.an acknowledgment , of 

. this public right, and frequently 'ftipulated for its 
jJtrmanence, and )Tt Tuffered the exercife of it 
(without which the right itfelf would be amereab-' 
flraS idea) to Jie at the. mercy of an officer whom 
rtie crown appoints ? Ii*is but neceffary to ftate 
this propofition, to expofe its^bfurdity : In fafl: 
the power to fummon freeholders,, for the puf- 
pofc of inftruQing reprefentafives, is no part of 
tlie duty or 6ffice of a (herifF. It is not recog- 
nized by our law, either as a duty which he h 

' Bound to difcharge, or an authority which he has 
a right ig exercife, and our municipal code knows 
nofuchfolecifm as a duty of imperfcA ^obligatioo^ 
Or a power which cannot be enforced. When a 
Wit is delivered to a.IherifF, there is a reciprocal 
dtjty on him <to execute it, and oo thofe agairtfr 
^hom it is dirfefled, to comply >Vith its mandatp, 
and the one is as liable to punilhment for negli*^ 
gence or mialverfation, as the other for difobe^ 

. 3ience or refiftance. In the feme manner, when 
the (herifF fummons jurors, his duty, add that of 
(he freeholder, is mutual, and each is attended 
with its a^ertained fandiun. fiut as the law gives 

I no remedy againft^a (heriffwho refufes to xomply 
with a requifition to convene the freeholders of h« 
county for political purpofes, and provides nb 
punilhment for the declining to attend Tuch a 
meeting wTicil aflembled by him. To it follows 
as a neceflary inference, that the power to fum^ 
mon, or require the attendance of 'freeholders^ 
on fuch occafions, forms no part of his office.— 
Whence the praSice of the flieriffcoUeaing fuch 
dffcmblies originate^ whether in the power with 
which he was mvefted, to conipel the appearance 

.of thofe who jowedfuit at his lourn; or whether, 
as is moft probable, in the convenience of thofe 
whoufed him as the moft likely inftrument of pro- 

. curing numerous meetings, it is not now neceflary 
to enquire 4 but. it may be of fome utility to cor- 
rtfta common error, that this is a branch of that 
authority, by which he is enabled to calffoTlh the 
power of the county, or as it is named, in legal 
Latin, the pojfe comitatut. The reafon why 

.^ conllituiioQ has cotrufted this power to ^fae 



(herifF, and the purpofes for which it may be ex- 
erted, may beftatcdinaftw words. As he-is i4ie 
minifter of the law, whofe peculiar province it is 
•to carry the procefe and deciiions of courts -of juf- 
tice, into execution, it was reafonable to appre- 
hend refinance in turbulent times and among def- 
j>erate men, and it was wife to provide fome force, 
which, by being immediately' at the command of 
the (herifF, might prevent, or reprefs, oppofition. 
For this purpofe, the Jaw armed the Sheriff with a 
privilege of raifing the power of his county, that 
is, fuch a number of men, as are neceffary for 
his alFiftance, in the execution of the King's writs, 
quellii>g. of riots, apprehending traitors, robbers, 
&c. and every perfon above the age of fifteen, 
not aged or decrepid, is bound to aflift \he ifherifF, 
when called on for thefe ends, on pain of fine and 
imprifonment. Thus (lands the authority of the 
fhenfF, as to xaifmg the power of the county, and 
certaihiy reafon, or common fenfe, cannot dlf- 
cover any connexion or analogy, between that 
branch of*^his office, and the ufage v^hich has ta- 
ken place, of county meetings fummoned by him, 
in purfuance of the requifition of a few freehold- 
ers. 

"There isanother light in whith I beg leave to 
jHacethisfubjeS, the rather as it may ftrve as a 
guide to the condufik which (hould be obferved at 
public meetings. . If the (heriff's ^pprdbation 
were necefTary previous to a meeting of freehold- 
ers, any iTuch dffembly tis had not that fanSion 
would be illegaf, and confequently each indivi- 
dual whocompofed it would he liable to an indift- 
ment as for a pifblic offence. Now, that the evi- 
dence of peaceably attending fuch a meeting 
could not fupportany indiSment, whatever, is ob- 
vious to every bwyer. The loweft fpecies of of- 
fence which can be conlmitted "by a number of 
men is, what the law knows by the technical 
name of "** an uiilawful affembly f and, from the 
very definition of this crime, it will be apparent, 
that the peaceable afTembly of any body of men 
for conftitutional purpofes, cannot be a breach of 
^fhe law. I take the definition from i Hawkin's 
Pleas of the Crown— book ift. chap. 65. fed. 
9,—** Any meeting, whatfoever, of great num- 
bers of people, with fuch circum(hnces of terror 
as cannot but endanger the public peace, and 
raife fears and jealoufies among the King's fub- 
jeSs, feems properly to be called an unlawful af- 
fembly ; as where great numbers, complaining of 
axommon grievatnce, meet together, armed in a 
warlike manner, in order to confult together con- 
cerning the moft proper means for the recovery 
of their interefts, for no one can forefee what may 
be the event of fuch an afTembly." It appears, 
from this quotation, that the vcry^fTence, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



2T 



ftne qua mn of.^his crime, confifts *not merely in 
great numbei«$ of thepeople aflembling, but in the 
circumftancet ^of terror which accompany thend, 
and which menace the public peace. It is in the. 
threats of hoftility, and the weapons of war, , 
which faife reafonable fears and jealoufies among 
the king's fubjeds, and, in thefc alone, that the 
law difcovers criminality. 

But, It is.uippofed by fomeperfons, that a late 
KQi of Parliament, known by the name of the 
Convention BiU, operates, in fome manner, to 
reftrain the public rigiit which I have endeavoured 
to illuftrate. A fhort ftatement of that ftatute. 
will (jlearlyihew, that fuch afuppofition is found- 
ed in radical ignorance of itsobje^ and provifioas. 
Previous to the year 1.793, "^^'^y aflcmblies of 
perfons, who were deputed by others, met for the 
purpofe of deliberating on public affairs; and, 
although fuch bpdies had formerly been of eflcn- 
tial fervice to the nation, yet the legiflature per- 
ceived, that they had become fo frequent, aod, 
under the p/etence of feeking the redrefs of plib- 
lic grievances, their deiigns were fo dangerous, 
that it was deemed prudent to fupprefs fuch dele- 
gated bodies. For this purpofe, alone, was en- 
a£led the 33d of Geo. 3. xxix. the preamble 
^f which recites, that, •* wdereas the //^^/««^ or 
appoint roent of aflTcmWies purporting to Yeprefiit 
the people, or any defcription or number of the 
people of, Ais realm, under pretence of prepar- 
ing or pref^nting petitions, &c. may foe mftde ufe 
of to ferve the ends of fa£tious and fedicious per- 
fons, to the violation of the public peace, and the 
great and manifeft encouragement of riot, tu- 
mult,' and diforder." It then cnafts— " that all 
alTemblies, committees, or other bodies of per- 
fons eledled^ or in any other mawner conftituted, 
or appointed to reprefent^ or affuming, or exercis- 
ing, a right, or authority^ ^0 rf^rr/?«/ the people 
of this realm, or any number or defcription of 
the people of ^ny province, county, city, town, 
or other diftri£b within the lame, under pretence 
of petitioning/or, or, in any other manner pro- 
curing an alteration of matters eftablifhed by law in 
church or ftate, fave and except the houfespf 
convocation duly, fummoned by the King's writ, 
are unlawful aflcmblies." Thus, it requires hyX 
infpeaioBi of this ftatute to difcover, that it was 
direSed merely ag^iinft thofe delegated focieties 
which aflembled to fubvert the conftitutjon. Was 
it the intention of the legiHature, in this aS, to 
trench upon tTiat right, which tlie common law of 
this realm gives to a'll the Kings's fubjeSs, and, 
among them, to the freeholders in their counties, 
of ^publiclyi, in their own perfons, meeting ei- 



. ther to p^ition, toremonftratc, or inftruS ? Lrt 

. the famfe ftatute anfwer. In feQion 4th -it is 

. ** provided, that nothing herein contained (hall 

be conftrued in any manner to prevent or impede 

. the undoubted right of his MajeAy*s fubjeds of 

. this realm to petition lus Majefty, or both Houfes, 

or either Houfeof Parliament, for redrefs of any 

, public or privitie grievance.*' Et // the undoubted 

right of the fubjefks of this realm— a right, 

, which the intrepid and inflexible fpirit of our* 

early anceftors . interwove with the la\ys; whick 
. their defcendants, when beaten frotn the out- 
works of the cbnftiiution, placed in its citadel as 
the Palladium of their liberties, and defended with 
their fwords ; whith their pofterity, to whom 
it was tranfmitted as a facred inheritance, cauti- 
» oufly fecured by many charters and ftipulations^ 
and which, even in the coercive laws produced 
by the neceflities of oi^j own times, has fuffered 
no diminution or reftraint. Atid (hall fhis rights 
which has withftood the open affaults of arbi- 
trary monarchs, bend to the timidity, or the ig- 
norance, or (he corrnprion of a county iherifff 
No. Thl^minifterial officer, if hrs intentions be" 
honeft, and his heart incorrupt, may facilitate^ 
but it is not in his power to prevent or impede 
any meeting of the copftituent foody within his 
diftria. If, therefore, from . jJiy paltry motive, 
a fheriflF refufos compliance with a requifition, 
thofe who folicited his interference, may, by a 
dire£l and public application in their own names 
to their fellp\<r-freeholders, as legally, and, per- 
haps,, not Tefs efficaciotifly; procure what they 
ddfire without his aid. 

While a feAfe of public duty, and the gene- 
rous enthufiafm of patriotic virtue lived in the 
hearts of Iriihmen— while a love for this country, 
its laws, and its conftitution, had yet exiftence, 
the right to aflemble in counties and fmaller di- 
ftrifiks was hot dormant or ina£tive. A profpeO: 
of acquiring nfew privileges, or of cafting afide 
old burthens, readily aflembled the people, and 
no repreftntative went to Parliament without am- 
ple inftru£kibns from his conftituents. Where is 
that noble and high-mmded fpirit flown at this 
ijioment, whicK infitiitely furpafles, in import- 
ance, every fdrmer period in the hiftory of our 
conftitution? It is not the redrers of a partial 
grievance — it is not the hope ^of extending con- 
ftitutional liberty, which now calls on the peo- 
ple—the cdhftitution itfelf is expiring, and, with- 
out their legitimate interference, may periftil 
People of Ireland awake ! For^ if you fleep, 
you die I 

A LAWYER. 
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THE^ TWO SHIPS.. 



A FABLE. 



£t ego m^rim audire ules fabulas^, 

' Naofrac. Ekasu.. 

-^ SHIP that weathered many a gale. 

With oft-fi/h*d mad, and tat ter'd fail;. 

And many a (hot, and many a fear. 

That flie received in deadly war ; 

Afraid of evVy angry cloud,. 

Or bre^e that whiftrd thro' a flirowd; 

0*er-burden'd, Ia]b'ring, heaving, cracking ^^ 

In danger, evVy waVe of wrecking. 

Thus, to a veffel^ flout and tight. 

That conftiant had kept clofe in fight ; 

And evVy gale had lent affiftance, 

Or, when the foe, kept not his diftance— - 

•*. Y6ur crew, good Oiip, you can't deny, 

** Is tainted ftrongwith muiiny. 

*^ Now, mine is loyal, if wemixfem. 

** Wt'll make two honed crews betwix^'era y^ 

** And that we may keep clofe together, 

*• And ftoutly fac9 all forts of weather, 

** We'H tow you by theftfongeftcable-^- 

** That todcvife my crew is able; 

*• And, if you leave it to my matter, , 

** Webothflwll fail more fafe and fafter. ' 

** As to our burden>* tho' you'll (hare it,^. 

'* His (kill willgiv« you fircngth to bear it. 

**. My folemn faith (hall plighted be, 

**- Your ihare Pll juft apportioned fee-— 

** And, to your ftrength, your load Pll fqyare, . 

*^ Nor flow a pound you cannot bear. . 

** A common fate we then (hall have, 

*^ Together mount the boift'rous wave ; . 

** Or, dawn- the watVy valefo low, 

*' Together we (ball chearful go. 

*^. The (term, dear (hip, that injures you>^ 

*^ Shall (ink thy conftant comrade, too." 

The trimrbuilt veflTel thus replied, 

As proud flie rode upon the tide.— 

*^ I knpw I have on board foroe men, 

** That feem rebellious now and then* 

^ But, what's the caufe? For you c?an tell, / 

** Allowance ihort maizes men rebel ; 

** And you have many a hand of mine, 

*** That on^ny crews' provifions dine ^ 

** E*4ch day oif bifcuit we muftwork,. 

*' Forfooth, to fend you beef and pork' 

** Seqd me my mcii, their pay, and (lores^-^ 

** Ceafetorip up our healing fores. 



*' In honor j and, in w!(Hom^t name,. 

** Help me forae prudent plan to frame*,. 

** To gain a happy (^ew8*a8e3ion ;— 

** D— — n it, 'twill be thine own prote£biocw 

** Our (hip we'll work then gay and cheer, 

** Nor wind, nor wave, nor foe, we'll fear j; 

" As to the tow-rope, I^ am loth 

" To Iry it, for 'twill hurt us^both ; 

" Acooffe.for you's no courfe forme, 

** Our trims are difl^rent as can be ; 

" But I (hall, as I'm wont to do, 

'* Keep conftant company with yoif, 

** And over-boaed the traitor-hearted 

^ Shall go — that wi(h to fee us parted ;. 

** Bat I percetare, 'tis my crews mind, 

^ By ropes we never (hould be join'd.'** 

Twas all in vain— a fcoundrel few 

About the helnrj betrayed ihe crew; 

Atid for a bounty, bafely gotten, 

Lath'd the found veflel to the rotten. 

No fooner was this foul deed done, 

Thiin flap on board comes ton on ton 

Of cumbrous, heavy, grievous burden^ 

Ten times as much asfl^'d her word on; 

A fiorm comes on — a dreadful blafr 1 

Now goes la fail I—now groans a maftl 

The furgy waves, in mountains corlM^ 

Nowr wraps them in the watry world ! 

Shot on the billow, now they rife. 

And fecmto penetrate thefktes! 

Their heaving fides, with frightful cr^ih^^ 

The rolling (hips together daftt: 

The tight-built (hip now 'gan to think. 

That thus united — both muft fink ; 

And better 'rwas, that they (hould part? 

For ever, than a plank (hould ftart ; 

To fave herfelf, nought elfe was lefr, . 

She cur the rope, and fent adrift 

The crazy (hip, to live at foa. 

Well as (he could, and bore away. 



MORAL. 



Whew dame Experience, grey and fage,. 
Doth tell us that for many an age. 
Things independent have fucceeded ; 
How have thofe things dependence needed I: 
Better enjoy what good we have. 
Than ftate uncertain ever crave ; 
Thofe ills we have, we'd better bear, , 
Than greater with another Aare. 
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JiT muft be matter of grief and alarm lo every 
refleding Patriot, to oWerve what flig}^ emotion* 
the queftion of aa UnioQ with Great Biitainf has 
excited in the public mrnd. Tho' fet era! ' viKeks^ 
hsrvc now elapfed fmce this n^eafurc was 'officially 
announced j -and tho' it be known aimofl to s^fcer- 
tainty, that nothing but the popular voice b^ing 
againft it, can defeat its fuccefs, jet in no pirt 
of Ireland, Dublin excepted, have , the people 
declared what is now theii opinion, and what in 
future will be thoir condufi, (hould it take place. 
How is this apparent indifference, and cold apa- 
thy, upon a fubjefi'which in its very infancy is- 
fo momentous, and will inite efft^s be fo dura- . 
ble, to be accounted for ? In order to expol^^he 
trrc parable da^igfr of fuch a cohdu£l, ^n^ to point 
out with perfpicuiiy the tone And a£tion whieh 
Ireland fliou Id now adopt, it may be proper to en- 
quire from whence arifcs her filence and ferenity, 
at this eventful moment. 

In the year 1782, when a few patriotic mero^ 
bers in our Parliaipent, introduced the celebrated 
queftioiis of free trade, and free con fti tut ion, the 
people ftood not idle fpedators of their effort, 
nor damped their ardour by ^n obtufe infenfibility 
to .the Welfare of their country — but on fhe "con- 
tr^ary, a fpirit of national love, animated every 
bofom, and dilated to eve^y tongue, language 
becoming a people determined to be free J What 
vras thG confequence ? .Your virtuous minority, 
once feeble in point of numbers, and almoft ftiri^nk- 
ing from the talk they had undtrtaken, foon fwel- 
led to a triumphant and bold majority,^ whieh 
obliged the Minifterof the day, to ratify the in- 
dependence of your Legiflature, and the freedom 
of your Commerce. " Suppofe that on that me- , 
morable occafion, inftead of reforting to the man- 
ly and conftitutional meafures to which you then 
reforted, you .had, as now, fat quiet in your 
houfes, Wfiiling over the public misfortunes, and 
bending to their influence, without a druggie to 
countera6b them ; w*oijld not the exertions of your 
political friends have been overborne by your po- 
litical enemies ? would not your commerce have 
continued to languiih in its ChaUis, and your Par- 



liament to be a mere Regifter Office for the 
Britifh Cabinet. From fuch difgraceand' calami- 

•ty were you refcued, by, your exertions in 1782. 

What did your exertions in i785do for you ? 
Under the artful pretext of extending your trade,- 
and ellablifhing upon a permanent, fair, and en- 
larged bafis,- the commerce of this country with 
Great Britain^ certain- Propofitions- were intro- 

'duced into your Houfe of Commons, which 

. ihewed an exterior both captivating and delulive,. 
but under which lurked certain ftipulaiit)ns, whicb- 
woiild have lefiyour commerce at the mercy of the 
Parliament of England,, and.woujd have ftolen- 
from your Legiflature, its independent capacity, in 
all exteri>al concerns ;— What followed? The 
fame men, whofe talents, and whofe virtues, fc-- 

. ponded by your authority, had made you a free 
nation, ftcpped forward w4th enthufiaftic ardor in 
yourcaufe; they detefi^ed the cheat, they expofed 
the fnare which was fo artfully laid for your com- 
merce and liberty ; the popular fpirit rofe at once, 
with a dignified majefly, and augmented (Irength; 
jt denounced the meafure— what was the cbn- 
feqnenc^ ? Th^ Minifter trembled ?— abandoned 
this favourite obje€t of his he^rt— raiict yp^, conw- 
nucdfree; So "mach foF popular,- conftitu- 
tional efforts. You- all know what they have 
done for you. I believe there is hardly a man in 
the nation, who is not in the afhial enjoyment of 
fome ber^efit^ which can be traced back to this 
fource. The manufa£lurer, by tho markets it 
has opened for hint— the hu(bandman,'by the high- 
price for the produfits of the earth— ^nd the land- 
lord, by the^ugmentaiion of his rents. Multifa* 
rious and important, indeed, are the rewards 
which you have already received,, and which, if 
this Union, deadly to your profperity, does not 
come to pafs, you muft continue to receive, for 
having appeared,, at thofe interefling epochs, the 
a£kive and dauntlefs champions of your country.. 
With ihefe fa£i:s impreffed upon your memory,, 
with the fruits of your toil in your very hands, it 
cannot but be matter of aftonifhment, to a calm ob- 
ferver, that you could hear without loud indignation, 
that (hortly an attempt is to be made, not merely to 
reduce your Parliament to the hnperfe£tand impo- 
tent ftate in which it was antecedent to 82 ;, not 
merely to curtail it of part of its independence, ad 
was attempted in 85, but aduaily to annihilate it 
entirely, and to put commerce, treafure, liberty,, 
every thing, for ever, into the cuftody of that 
nation', which fo long held you in bondage, and ' 
of thatvery Minifter, who fo recenlly endeavour- 
ed furreptioufly to deprive you of both trade and 
freedom. To what,. I a(k again, am I to attri- 



Qigitized by 



Google 



30 



bgte tills drtvwfy filence— 'this national torpor, at 
an hour (o eventful, and when, to the pla inert 
tinderftanding, it mart be evident^ thaf the ho- 
nor, the intereft, anjd- the liberty of this ifland, 
materially depend upon the people of all defcrip- 
tions fpeaking decifively againft the adoption of 
the Union ? Shall 1 efcribe it to a defeS of na- 
tional virtue-*^to a liftlefs Attachment to the caufe 
of liberty—to a ftupid ignorance of their own irt- 
tcrefts — or to the criminal hope, that the difaf- 
troos effeas of ' this meafure, wilWouchwithbut a 
feeble hand, the people of <ht prefent day, and 
that it will be only on their children and their fuc- 
•ceflbjs, that its calamities will operate? — ^No!— 
No 1— Away with fuch bafe and ignoWe motives ! 
Every portion X)f the hirtory of this country, bears 
ample tertmony tfiatiher fons were never adiiated 
by fewiments fo unbecoming the dignity of the 
human charaSer. To motives left culpable in 
^theireffence, but which will not be lefs fatal in 
their confequeiKe, are to be afcribcd the caufe 
thit the popular underflanding continues, as- it 
were, at reft,, and the people dumb. The inter- 
nal calamities whidi fo lately oonvulfed this coun- 
try, have left behind them, in the breaft of mul- 
titudes of thefincereft lovers of freedom and the 
conftitulion, a panic and an afperity towards the 
.auth'brs of thefe troubles, which monopolize all 
the anxieties and feelings of the'mind, and make 
them hften with calmnefs, perhaps with pleafure^ 
to the propofition of an Union, which they are, 
with more art th/n truth, tofd, will put an end 
to thcfe domeftic tJiilr/tQions, and leave the king- 
dom in a ftate of happy qiiiefcence. If thofe who 
are deluded by this argument, will, but for amo- 
inent, impartially examine it, and aik themfclves, 
how will it have fuch an efFed ? its flfrtificial 
fWenglh will inftanily vanifh, and its fallacy be 
apparent. The Union can calm the difquiet of 
perturbed fpirits only, by gratifying their wiflies, 
and removing thofe caufes which make them dif- 
contented and lurbulcntt ' Now the people of this 
defcriptien, are generally confidered as Catholics, 
Reformers, and Republicans: Now how would 
an Union gratify and appeafe any, or all of thefe ? 
• The Catholic t\'i(hes to be allowed to fit in Par lia- 
ment, and to have afl the offices ^nd the digni- 
ties of J the ftate laid open to him ; his exclufion 
from thefe, is the parent of hisdifoontent ; and is 
it reafonable tofuppofe, that by taking away the 
Parlianient entirely, by. depriving all puWic fitua- 
tionsof their iincient Itiftre, and making them 
ccotcmptit^Ie, and then givmghim aftwre^of this 
refufe, tliat his atrAition, tjr his pride, would be 
gratified, and that he, who is now fo ardent and 
rettlefs to become a perfca member of a perfe^ 
ftate, after an Union would be iatisficd wifh any 
ihare, however ample, ofplace^ and honours, thus 
mutilated, and thus dcbafed.; and in it country 
thus flrippcd of its imperial ftate, and llfb pro- 
^vincialized. The Catholics themfclves Avill tell 
you it will not, and that they will never fell tticir 



country, for any parfiaf privileges tTiat.fnay^ 
offered to them in return. 

As to the Reformer, how is he to be foothed 
and filenced by thisllnion ? Tho' he is ready to 
confefs that numerous and important arc the bene- 
fits conferred on the nation by the wifdom of the 
Parliament, andtHai our ifland has ri fen of late 
to a degree of unexpefled profperity, yet he ftill 
thinks, that the Parliament has not been as faith- 
ful to its truft, as it (hould have^been, and that 
the way to render it mot^. obedient to thewilhes of 
the people is, by reforming the reprefentation* 
To obtain this reform, he has been' impatient and 
aftiduous for years, and the defeat of his wilhes, 
has been the caufe of his complaints, and his ir- 
ritation. And what remedy is propofed to lull 
him for the future in 'concent, and toraifenew 
affedions in his heart, for the conftitution and the 
country? Will it be credited, that to tffc€t this, 
•. the firfl is to be deftroyed, in tot9, and the latter 
made not worth living in ? Is there any one fo 
weak, or facredulous, as foberly to think that the 
man who is dificonteated with the Parliament in its 
prefent (faape, willbefati^fied, when there is none 
at all ?^-that he who is indignant bccaufe a por- 
tion of our reprcfentatives is more under the con- 
trol of theMinifter, than their Conftituents, will 
be ca4med, when he fees that all the reprcfenta- 
tives will be out of the reach of the authority of 
the people, and entirely within the dominion of 
the crown ; that (alisfafbion will refult from ma- 
.king that which is now bad, much worfe, and remo- 
ving forever the pcflibility of amendment ? Thefe 
obfervati6ns would appear nugatory and childifh^ 
hut that there are pcrfons who vainly imagine, that 
the reformer would ceafe to murmur, when the 
i-onftitutioii would ceafe to exift. 

I fhall nexi notifce the republican party ;— amortg 
thefe there are certainly many whom it would be 
vain to attempt to wirr back to the Government, 
by any ameboration of tlie conftitution*— but I be- 
lieve there are multitudes of that defcription^ ,who 
wese alienated from our laws, by feeing them 
i^ufed with impunity, an 1 byanabfolute defpond- 
ence, that any appeal to the legiflature would 
produce a falutary cliaoge, and who, after expe- 
riencing the futility of endeavouring to reform by 
force, would be gkd to return to the bofom of (be 
conftitution, and unite in i^ttperate efforts for its 
improvement. If a Union ftiould take piito^, 
what would become of thefe men ? Would they 
Tlot, with equal aQivity, but with more caution^ 
piopagateand mature the feeds of civil difcofd 
and' revolt, and might they 4iol gain from among 
the beft friends of the monarchy, fuch advrc;>ces 
^nd coadjutors, as would make them now as formi- 
tiahle in talent^ as they were b»>*cre in nurnbers ? 
!J"his is but a reafonable Lf rofitiori ;— ^-And how, 
then, is tranquillity ta-bc produced by a meafure 
which will excite ai^rtional inflammation^ in 
thofe already irrigated, is fulicited by no. dcfcrip- 
tion of llie people, and which will reduce4reland to j 
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a ftate more wretched thaa antccendeot to her li- 
beration by the volunteers. Contemplating all 
this, I cannot fee in this Union any tiling but the 
rudiments of a difcord and conva4fion that may 
one day fcparate thefe kingdoms, and which, as 
a friend to the connexion, I moft'fincerely depre- 
cate. 

When I look to Scotland, and find that the 
Union there, fo far from producing public tran- 
quillity, excited difcontents, which repeatedly 
broke out in ads of "outrage, and that, fince the 
aera of the Union, that country has been vififed 
by two Rebellions, and that, in the manifefto 
pnblrlhed by the Lords and Gentry engaged in 
the firft rebellion, the Union is dated as a jprinci- 

Eal caufe. I, therefore, exhort aU thofewho 
ave no other reafon for being friendly to this 
meafure than that it will bring back halcyon days 
to diftraSed Ireland, to difmifs fuch a delufive 
hope from their minds, and not to accumulate our 
misfortunes by countenancing an Union. 

There are others who feem to be withheld from 
publicly exprefling their oppofition to this mea- 
fure by conceiving It to be above the reach of 
their capacities. Upon no occafion could the 
plea of ignorance and incapacity be more inad- 
miflible than on thisj becanfe, though there are" 
many who may not be able to penetrate into the 
remote cohfcquences of this meafure, or, even 
fee all its immediate evils; yet, there afe certain 
confequences td follow inftantly froni it, fo fatal 
and fo ctvious,. fo irreparable and fo deadly to 
our intercft, that the (hallowed underftanding 
mud fee them, and its mod drenuous advopate 
confefs the\n. Fiid, the down^fall of our capital ; 
and, in thb we are not mereJy to calculate the 
ruin of the arts and fciences there colleflked— her 
univerfity, her magnificent buildings, and that 
general fplendor which is already beginning to 
rival the metropolis of our jealous fitter. But, 
we are principally to look to the groft injndice 
w^hich would thus be in6ifted on thoufands of in- 
nocent citizen?, who, by their prppcrly beitig 
annihilated, would, from a date of eafe or opu- 
lence. Be reduced to the mod affliSive didreft* 
And, alfo, to the lofs of that capacious market, 
where purchafers are to be found for almod every 
thing venditle, which\he indiidr^ of man in th^ 
remoteft Corner of the ifland can produce. Se- 
condly,* the great eflur of abfentees, with their 
wealth, their manrter-s the[r learning, and their 
love for poor freland. Thirdly, the lofs of onr 
Parliament, which, though not as virtuous as it 
ought to be, has done much for thrs kingdom, 
aiicl mud afways be more foliciious for our weU 
fare than the Legiflature of a foreign country. 
Fourthly, committing the cudody ot our purfe, 
our trade and our liberty to the guardianftiip of a 
country, which abufed this very trud before, 
when in her hands ; and to be freed from whofc 
influence we once regarded as the mod fortunate 
event in the annalrof our hidory. I might go 
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on enumerating'furthdf indances, but, I diall con- 
tent myfelf with adding one -more. Fifthly, oUr 
having fuch a paucity of l^ords and Commons in 
the Britifli Parliament as would render them ut^ 
terly incapable of ever doing jodice.to their own 
country when the intcred of England was in 
quedion. Suppofe, therefore, that, in cafe o( 
an Union, fome commercial favors were to be 
Conceded to us, how could they counterbalance 
the furrender of fuch national advantages, of 
every thing which can enrich and exalt* a na^ 
tion ? Though we ire thxiSf in 9afe of aa 
Union, to abdicate our independence— to renounce 
our right to iegiflate for ourfelves-^-to adopt a fyf-' 
tern, under which, Scotland darves ; and to 
abandon a fydem, under which, Ireland flourifli^ 
es; yet, there' are ftmc pc^rfons who feem infen- 
fible to rhefe calamities; and, though adute and 
vociferous in matters tefs intelligible and im* 
portant, appear unable to fee and to feel wfth 
comnH)n fenfeon thi^ fubjeQ. U they fuflfcr the 
moment of inftruaion andaSion to pafs unpro- 
fitably by, let them Remember that it can 
never return. 

It is aflferted, tiiat Cork, and the towns oh the 
wedern ooad will not merely give this meafure a 
ifilent fandion, but will be adiye in its favor, and 
for this reafon, .that they will be materially ferved 
by it. In anfwer to this I mud obferve, that fuch 
might be the cafe, fituttcd conveniently as thejr 
are for the American and Weft Indian trade ? \t 
:the liberty t>f direQlyHiiiporting into Ireland the 
retiirns of the cargoes exported fr©m hence to- 
An^ca and the Wed Indies wts to be acquired 
by an Union; but as they poffefs that pri- 
vilege at tJiie raomei)t, they may now derive from 
it every bertefit which the phyfical felicity of their 
fituation for fiich a trade may give them. If thefc 
places then can derive any immediate benefit from, 
an Union, it mud he by facrifices made of Eng* 
lidi commerce to their ferv ice. Suppoft? that ' im- 

f>robablc event to rake place, how would they be 
ecured to them, either by the terms of the Union, 
or by the EngTifti merchants regarding the profpc- 
rity of thefe towns with as friendly an inclination 
as the pfofperity of their own, and, therefore^, 
not entertaining any jealoufy at their coitimercial 
^cquifitions. As to the afb of the Union being 
their fecurity, let its violation in thccafe of Scot- 
land, in the indance of the malt tat, warn them 
not to fie too confident on that head ; artd as to 
the difinterefted fpirtt oi the Britifli merchant 
being their fecurity, let the fate of the tobacco 
trade at Glafgow warn them not to be too^confi- 
dent on that head But diould the people in 
the fouth and wed of Ireland* iiv order to ad- 
vance their own narrow intereds, a^ree to a mea- 
fure which would ruin^the trade ot Dtiblin, and 
jmpoverifli almod the whole of the kingdom, 
would not their own conduQ, to a demondration, 
prove how little they ought to rely upon the* 
jud and generous difpofition of the Englifti mcr- 
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chant towards them— for if they could be fofcl- 
iifh and ciamp-minded as to defolate and deftroy 
their own capital in order to derive from the 
wreck a commercial afcendancy, could they hope 
mo re generous feelings in the traders of London, 
or Liverpool, or Briftol, tov/ards ihemfelves ? 
Certainly not. They rally be affured whenever their 
t/adc (hould become formidable, or come in com- 
pel U it ion with that of Britifli merchants, it 
would- be made to bend and (brink to it : and 
where could they find redrefs? Is it from their 
own reprefeniatives in the Englifti Parliament, 
where they would be found impotent in 
point of numbers, impotent in point of dig,- 
nity, with the Britiih nation to oppofe their 
claims,^ and ^without the Irifli nation to fup- 
port them. Indeed I cannot look upon this 
report of the friendly difpofition of Cork and the 
Weftern diftriSs towards this meafure in any 
other point of view than as a grofs libel on the 
inhabitants of tliefe placvs, and as a bafe artifice,, 
adopted to induce the Miniftcr to perfeyere in this 
meafure. I cannot bring my mind to believe, 
that any men who intend to make Ireland their 
refidence, can be fo bafe and fo abandoned,, Co 
deftltute of fhame and lb indifferent to the opi- 
nion of their fellow-cittzens, to the honor of 
their country and their own, as to fell, for atvy 
peculiar and perfonal adx'antages,. all that, as 
members of an exalted community, we ought to 
eftimate and giafp with a tendernefs as fmcere 
and affe£Honate a^ a parent wi)uld his chiJd; If 
the people of Cork and the Weft feel, ^s I ber 
Meve they do feel, with a noWe and difinlercffe^ 
fpirit on this fubjea— if their patriotilin be 
not*^ confined within . the narrow fj^ere of 
their own coafts, but is as wide as their Ifland, I 
hope they will come forward, and by an unequi- 
vocal declaration againft an Union, remove the ' 
flander which has been caft on their charafler, 
and reprefs thofe hopes which tieir fuppofcd pa- 
tronage of the meafure have excited. 

I have now dated the reafons^which occurred 
to me as thofe which Jiave reftrained the public 
fentiment from burfting out on the firft notifica- 
tion of this meafure, and the danger of any/ 
longer continujng'filent : I (hall, therefore,, con-' 
dude, after making fomc general obfervalions on 
the fiibje^. If the people continue pertinacioufly 
fiienti it will be confidereS by the Minifter as an 
aflent^to the meafure, and wiJI, intruth,- amount 
to an unanfweraWe argument in its favor. ShouW 
he be 'induced by this tacit approbation to intro^ 



duoe the Union into Parriament, and thus hzve 
ho doubt of his intention to deprive us ^ of our 
conftltution, reft affured, that all your dpclama,- 
tion afterwards will come with inefficacy, becaufc 
it will then be peculiarly his intereft to compleat 
the work of your fubjugation, that your Legifla.- 
turemay not afterwards have it in its power to 
prodaim the foul z6k to the world, and to fecure its 
future exiftQfice,. by placing it more out of the in- 
fluence of the court. 

Before you had a conftitution that was worth 
that oppdlatipn, and when you were only fpecu- 
lating on the propable good efFe£ls that you might 
derive from poffeffing oiif > you aflembledin your re- 
fpeQive counties, and declared your determination 
no longer to fubmit to a nomi^i^l freedom, and to 
the afiEual miferies of a ftate of flavery. This 
fentiment refoundedthro^gh your country ; it gave 
vigor to the down-caft virtue of your independem 
reprefeniatives. They called for your emancL- 
parion in the ^i£btorial language of a patriotic 
people, * and they obtained it. And fliall you now, 
when it is not neceffary to calculate oa doubtful 
cqnfequences in ordej- to give energy to your fouls 
and fluency to your tongues— wlien the confe- 
quent evils of a Unio^p are as glaring as the Sun 
at noon day; and the eJiiftence of the benefits of 
our pr<:fent fyftem are to be feen ' wherever we 
turn our ey^s or fix our thoughts ? Shall we, uiv 
der fuch circumftances, continue mute fpcdators 
of the occurrence of a meafure which bjafts all the 
hopes of our country for ever, and operate upon, 
her conftitution with the fame oblileraiive influ- 
ence as the grave operates on ourfelves ? If fucjt\. 
flull be your condud if you will allow the Minif- 
ter to ftrip you ot all your political advantages, 
and make no effort, ,nor exprefs any concern on 
the occafion, be affured,. he will avail himfelf of 
your meeknefs and taciturnity, and not only 
unite thefe kingdoms as he threatens,, but linije 
them in the very beft way poffible for England,^ 
and the very worft way pofljble for Ireland. But 
if, on the other hand, yoii exert yourfclves as^ 
become^ men, as becomes freemen, to baffle its 
fucqefc, though your exertions (hould prove inef-> 
fefUial, you will ftill have the confolation of 
having difchargcd your duty,, and the furroundif>g 
nations. that will b6 witncffes of ^ our conduct 
may lament your fate, but dannot dcfpife^youp 
name— and though you will be doomed to bear ac 
burthen on your back,, you will J)e free from any 
difgrace on y our brow., 

A.. 
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plodgeif hfrnfelr as a man and a minKler, to fupporta parlia- 
ni^lWat^y reform., l wasi^ot am#ngditbe mrmliw v5ha bnpu-' 
ted the fciluce of the, plan he proofed, ta^infiiio6ritv> CiN 
cumftaiv?ed af the parljamtnt thfto. wm^ it wa« not at til im-- ^fhis^is^ teniptr of the public mind*, which fel^oniexiils in •* 



fowght it, bav^ become dfefficitic, and' that a revofution became 
nebeffary in the reign 6f Hjs facceflfor. Tl>e mind of mta- 
tiatur^IFy hrfhes to extremes. Such is now the horror of rA* 
ptiBHranifmin England, that not only all purfuit of popuW 
refemt h abandoncti; but people in general behold with indif- 
iFerepc?, ijie mod valuable privileges of a Briti/U fubje^^ 
fufpe^idcd at the wilTof the mmiller, and tlie toAuence of thtf 
crown,, dut^rawing the conjlitution, Moft certainly there nevefl 
wa$ a rime when it was fo unneceflary, and at the (ame thFoo^ 
io eafy,, to encreafe that influence. This is a ftaieofthiflkgs,- 



pofllhle, that a n^iniAe^, even aa QkM{iienritMiMfter, ihould 
lofe a mfiafiuc Th;4t;h€^4id not'imne^rsly: r^|»ik)pere i^y 



€aft&nai|nput9Uon4ippn bia<rin0ority.. In a> ctifi^not culling- ft-ee; 



freef country, ^utdlirlngthe prevalence of which, -it is in thft 
pov?er of a crafty miniffer, to mak^ that country oeafe^ t^ b* 



for xmmediatj^ iiedfefs^ it reqitires biit little cMidon^ to at^ 
low feme time for the inarch after a left eimptriMiable fyflem, 
fonjc time focSe^riiing tht feminiefita of th« natien, and* 
fonae tinoefc^r ni^ku^'anra^gemf&aivwhiofa might ftoiliikte 
its fucce& ia par.Uamdat. 

Puring tb^ ioterval; tl^ doStrtnt of tfaei*m^ts' of vnatt' ' 
was, r^vval^d in France, inall^ilatplc;ieiiiBde^' jacobiiitrrtl^ and 
Frq[^h* fratormty wi»re ta4(bf rbol cirto iniEr%iSHidy atid 
tbe.moft teo^e^ftpoi^t ^liGon?^ Mtere intxecl wtili! thb'moft 
vifion^ry fpeculatroos* ir^ fucb a ftnnent of' the human 
miqd, s^i^ iinp?Q^ f^eli^ng^r Mr. Piif coocurrai with manf 
of the wi&ft a(^ \\ox}e9t^ imn. iai England, ht oppefing^ 
eveathedilcsiffo^ of any thi'ig»t whichrbore the femblamce or 
popular innovation. Som$> very wdl-ateaoing men thbughtf 



Do ve dilPover any fuch defignin tKeprelent miniAe^^ 
Dowe fee him making preparations tarefeue himfeI6 and bis- 
fuctfefibrs, ^vpi their rtieafiires, for ever,, from all popular 
conCrouL add cwiiftittjtronal re^onltbility ? Do. we fe&thb 
fbn of Lqrcf Chatham, making atonement to tbo Savereij^ 
ftjrth'rf^ pf(^<3rnpti6n 6f his father,, and guarding the.throae 
itgafnlVrne unMidted fnfrufion of any offioious advifet^ sMt4- 
tHe'dflguftihg.neceirt^y of attendfng in the choice of farvafitsy* 
t^ popuhir cfa^aradcr,, and popular recommendation ? I arg^i^ 
not'a^airyi'iber i^ntfhfr fi^ h^ re^^ ihe^Ufcufikm of ail 
dueffmns of reform— ^neither do Tdecide agatnil^ hi«v from 
liis vjn-ious temporary violations of the beft privileges of at 
l^rittfh fubjtfit — of. from the war in which we have been ia- 
tolved— iil6 taxe^ which have been impofcd— or the dtbt 



he carried thi^ fentim^Dt t^ an extreme, and that tb« mo<H ^hich" has Been fb enormoudy au^mentedr— or even frow the 
eflFei^al antidote agfiieft revtelkitidn^ wa* reform. They fionbunjwbich haVd been fo profufely lavifhed— or rtv^ gp- 
tho^^t it not upreafooable to exem^ify the beft qwrfityof vernment patrona^e.whichhas been extended by hiniv cer-» 



the Sriti^ ConAitutipn^ its rec^perattve energy^ its power 
of (elfncoiTeftMai, at the vtffy; nlomeat wfaeo^its deftd» were 
faidL to he ^opf^rrigihle, and* when the pride of fpecularive 
figa^ty was teUing up tb^ itiventions of the human mind, 
againft th^ ppnclafiona of experience, upen a (Vibjt£i Si ati 



ttiinly beyond all pad example-^ and pofTibly lieyond all future- 
Cure. Thefe things were fufpicioas andalarming^ but not de- 
cifive. But is there any degree of confidence, or credulity proof 
itgatnft the coriviSion wliich the propofed meafure of an 
UNIOK^' in addition to his other mealures^.muft fla(h|upaa 



others the raoft praflical.- Skme decifts^ beeame hoWeveiv every^ rational mind, that there exifts a deep, fuhtie^ and 



the mioifterial watch- word, and he would not f^ffer acoifftitu- 
tioiv which had worked fo well, to be tampered with, even 
upopi the ckareft evidenee of numifeft abirfe, and {zit cor*- 
rediooi. 

During tl^.tempeft of btnovating fury, let us content our^ 
felvea with, fortifying and preferving the conftitutibn, fiieh 
as it is;,; after tbeflorm Ihall^ve pafled away, we may 
exeft oifr^lihe^ in amending Jt. Such' was the language of 
the roinifter, echoed thro' every part of England, and Aich 
became th^i dacided* fdnfeof > tte nation. 

It is ampngfr the woriband moft general rfbdftof revohi- 
Honary prajtfU, that they taHe that power too high, which 
they; endeavour to fink tooJoW. Nothing, I believe, is fo 
deadly to, liberty, as HeenttouTnefs, or to government, as 
tyrapniy^ . The tepdblicaa extravagance: io the retga of 
Charles I. was the priocipal oaufe^ that Charles II. mighty if he 



fyft^matic defign, tofubvert the Briti(bcon{litution,.andrtba^ 
the anti-jacobin minifter, the minifterof kings, wiibestofbr^ 
get that he proceeded from the people, and isr determined ne- 
ter to return to the fouroe from whence he fprung ? Rc- 
fbrih, was, perhaps, wilely poftponcd to a period of tran* 
quillity ; but why is- the feafon of war felefted fo carry an anti-^ 
refirm meafure^ which muft add mere to the influence^ of the 
crown, than the moft democratic plan ^ that ever was fug§^ft*> 
ed (not excepting thfe Doke of Richmond's) would have fuh- 
duded from it ? 

ts it poffible that the people of England- (houM be ft> enn 
grofled by. a Angle fentiment, as to be totally infenfible to any 
other? Have they not capacity to perceive two ideasrat 
Cnce^ Can they not contemplate ar the fanie lime, .okm-c 
than one part of that mixed fyftem, which has been the 
pride of their anccflors; and the admiration of the world } Can 
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they not at 'the fame time be loyal and free ? Mud the con- 
llitution be effaced to admit the king into their hearts, or if 
they feel for the conftitntion as their anceftors felt, muft their 
loyalty give way? iSudi (inglenefs of ^orflupis not due to 
any thing human, and is treafon againft the lovereignty - of 
the Britifli conftttution. I cannnot prefume fuch infatuationi 
and I look, my countrymen, with confidence, to 'the .good 
frrtfe of the people of England, for prote£lton againft the 
rei^ution wkh which you and they are equally menaced. 

What are the advantages hdd out to that people to induce 
them to ^rofirate the conftitution of their anceftor;^ under 
the feet of the miniller ? 

This country, they are told, abounds witli unexhaufted, 
perhaps untried, fbarces of wealth. Its taxes as yet are. light, 
and- its debt, compared with its refources, a trifle. In fifteen 
years from rthe period of its conftitutional and jcommercial 
freedom,. It has profpered beyond the anticipations of the 
moft fanguine. Ought young;Ireland to be fiiffered to lean 
'On 6ldEhglanrd, and not divide the burthen of debtand taxes 
under which (he is ftaggering ? Should not the refources of 
that rifing country be fubftituted for affeffed taxes^ the fale 
of the royal forefts, or pethaps of the church lands? Will 
notthe whole wealth of that country, under any poffiblc mo- 
dification^f an "Union, be at the difpofal of the Britifli 'par- 
liament, -to be applied at the difcretion of the Briufli infn4f- 
ter,•to relieve the exigencies of the parent country ? .Do 
not the growing military properifities of Europe, and parti- 
.cularly of France, demonftrate (hat enormous ftanding ar- 
7inie6 muft in future beicept on foot for theprotedion of the 
empire; andean any thing' be more defireabie than that the 
population of Ireland fhould be rendered completely fubfer- 
vient to that neceffary purpofe ? That the manufaSurer and 
'huft>andman of Engkndthould be fpared, and the armies le- 
vied<nd:paid< by Ireland, andy7tf//o/7^ J in that country, where 
rthe empire is moft vulnerable, and from whence, upon any 
emergency, they can,be fo readily tranfported to England ^r 
.clfewhere^ 

The eftablifliment of fo great a military force as exifting 

fCircumftances may probably in future require, is fomewhat 

jrepognant to the genius of the Britifli conftitutioq^ and will 

not -that neceflary evil be much mitigated and reconciled to 

4he feelings of En^iflimen, even by the remotenpfs of the 

military flation ? By keeping Ireland as an im^perial bari:ack« 

and a nurfery of feamen. Bdides the exchange of militia 

between the nations, which, after an Union, will ceafe to be 

uncoi^itutional, and will become the conftant pra3ice;, will 

give to thatbody aH:fhe vigour of a ftanding army, and will 

be aftrong defence againft the growth of faQion, and irevo- 

Jutionary principles, in fuch a country. 

Ob ! infatuated and 4>efotted Englifli, if you are tricked 
cut^ your liberties by fuch fiilfe pretences, Tuchfliallow ar- 
tifices? ^ffypu have forgotten the millions, which, fcduced 
by 'fimilar-fuggeftioRS, you fquandered upon loft America 1 
If you do not fee, that.if IreJand could be chained down to 
fuch a ftaie of flavifli and .impoverifliing dependance, the 
fame arrangement, which gives the purfe and the fword of that 
nation to your minifter, givies.'bim uiicoutr.oulable doA^inipn 
iOveryocirliberties« 



I repeat it that thefe pretences are falfe, or at beft, but 
condary motives in the -mind of the minifter. He alre^ 
commands the refources of Ireland, as much, as is neceflii 
'for the general good of the empire. *Tis the encreafed i 
fluence of thexu'owo in theJBritiUi parliament, about ^vhto-J 
he i^ felicitous. When I perceive one confequence.firoln 
•propofed innovatioin, more certain, more inmiediate,and tno*-. 
important, riian all others united, ){ cannot credit that th 
.confequencehasheentheinducemcntto the meafure. T would 
as foon believe the minifter that the opening the Scheld was 
the real caufe of the war with France, as I wodd, that thp 
rjiundred votes which he will add to his following, in the Brf— 
tifti parliament, is. aot his prfane ndotive for propofing axx 
JJnion. 

Bnt as it often happens, tfcatvery different language is (po- 
kcn upon the fame fubjeft i>y the fame party, upon different: 
occafions, I fliould not be much furprifed at hearing tt (aid, 
that the prefumed fervility and dependance of the'Irilh'repre- 
Xeiuatives, in the united parliament, is a iibel upon the Irfih 
nation, and that rthey will be incorruptible "guardians 'of the 
interefts and rights of their ^onftituents, and independent 
^members of the Britifli -(enate. 

Upon thepatriotifm-orindependence of an abfenteeleglfla- 
,ture, 4jnderany circumftances, I ihould place but very little 
reliance. Will there be any thing in the appointment or cod- 
«ditionoftheld(h:reprereatative6 in Ehgimid, to diftinj^uidi 
ahem frbp) thofe of Scotland, -or expatriated legiflators of rnif 
^ther country ? Ir(hail take the moft favourable cafe: I fliaS 
.fuppo(ethem eleaedfrom,the'Counties ; Ipafs over the ap- 
,|)Omtment of every ^returning officer, and confeiquentty the 
xonunand of every return by the minifter; I dwell not upon 
the mockery of a 'petition to Weftminfter, or to a dependent 
and degraded parliamentary junto in Dublin ; I fuppofe the 
hundred members.ele£M, tranfported, and ftationed, in the 
\Britiflifparliament. Whata formidiAle phalanx of Irifhvir- 
^e, to a gorrupt minifter I Surely the Englifli nation 
wiH be-ftunned by the de:clamations of Irifli Patriots, in fupport 
of poor Ireland. I confefe I have ^ery flight fears for the 
minifter upon that fcore, when i refleCb, that the expences 
of a London refidence to a drffipated Irifliman muft be re- 
.cruited at St. JamesV; that national prejii^es will ^t fdft- 
rf ned^own by miniftertal intercourfe ; that thd whole pa- 
Jr9n;ige of Ireland, -iA^hich the advocates for aiti Uhroh have 
told you has coippfetely weaned thi^e hundred rcpr<?fenta- 
tives from their ctonftituants, *with whom they were in con* 
tafl;, jnay be applied to-^one hundred of the fame imrt with 
the ocean rolling between them; that the example of Scot- 
land -fli^ws how perfifef^ve a minifter always is to^n^ahfthb^e 
jioei^iher of parliament ; and that a* nothing -can ever be'ofc- 
tained by your reprefeptative for:hinlfdf or his Coiimry *ut 
through'the favor of the minifter, he will dlways be a moft 
patriotic courtier., -^ 

Ohy iliuftrious and immortal Chatham r (s itthen, thus, 
your Hncal <tefceivi4nt, the inheritor of your farti^ coin- 
mutes hi$ patriojony for po^r? «Is it thus he cwOiWifeafize ' 
your wife and gfapd conception a? Js:it fhus he Mi'OuWpour 
new blood and frefli vigor iq to (haiiipavliaMent ivhibh^^ave 
birtfato your talent^ ami fe»tyou^artfa tbemimfiii* of the 
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conftitution of Great Britain— the fcoorgeof its enemies— 
the pride of its fubjeds, and the guardian of its liberties } ' 
If one hundred additional votes had been in pofleflion of the 
niinifter> could the voice of Lord Chatham have ever reach- 
ed the throne through the conflitutional organ of the peo- 
ple's will ? Could a corrupt, incapable, and unpopular mi- 
niftcr, who was a favorite, ever have been removed without 
a revolution? If one hundred additional votes be now 
given to the prown, can the fon of Lord Chatham, or any 
future roinifter who ihall be a favorite, be removed without 
a revolution ? Mr. Fox's laft India bill, it was faid, would 
hate fubverted the conftttution by dripping the crown of 
patronage, which, it was computed, might have influenced 
one hundred votes betWeea the two houies of parliament. 
Can the conftitution (land, when one hundred votes in the 
houfe of comnaons alone, are at once added to the over- 
grown influence of the crown? I do not fay that the 
people of England ought, at this crifis, to fpecuiate upon 
projeSs of reform, but if they folicit or fubmit to an anti^ 
reform tneafure of fuch portentous magnitude, they are no 
longer worthy ef the conftitution of their anceftors, and if 
they barter their liberties for fpeculations of profit or ga.i«, 
they are asunwife as they are unworthy. 

The commerce of England has arrived at its prefent 
unparalleled profperity under the culture and protedion of 
that free conftitution, to the growth of which it fo amply 
contributed, and by which it has been fo profufely repaid its 
early obligations. It can^iot long iiirvive that conftitu- 
tion. Let no man believe that trade can flourifii upon the 
ruins of liberty:— the voice of hiftory uniformly negatives 
the fuppofition. Under any firople form of government, 
which muft be more or lefs defpotic, property muft be infe-^ 
cure, and commerce imperfedly encouraged and protected. 
In man the love of acquiring and hoarding is not mere in- 
ftiiia. He will not, like the induftrious bee, colle£l trea- 
fures of which he may be plundered at (leaiure, and which 
may become a bounty againft his life. 

But it may be faid, that one hundred members is more 
than ought to be allotted to Ireland upon an Union. I aft- 
fwer— that if the principles of our prefent conftitution be ob- 
ferved, and that the new fyftem be defigned for perpcHwty, 
double that number would be nearer the equitable proportion, 
which fliould be governed by the relative population, terri- 
tory, and wealth of the refpeftive countries, and not as thefe 
things now are, but as they probably will be, when the com- 
mercial aptitudes of this country fliall be fully ripened. Can 
any man believe that it is ferioufly intended to call forth and 
encourage the refources of this country, and give it in fu- 
ture a due weight in the common legiflature, and alfo, (ay, 
that one hundred members out of fix hundred and fifty-five 
would be a due proportion for the permanent ftate of Ire- 
land ? 

But as an Iriftiman I wave this filly competition. Two 
hundred abfentee reprefentatives would be too few for Ire- 
land, and fifty would be too many for the Britifli conftitution. 
It is my folemn opinion ,^that if the meafure muft be carried, 
every ertlightened Iriftiman ftiould exert himfelf to reduce 
the number, and, if poflible, to avoid fending any. If we 
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are to depend upon the liberality of a foreign parliament, 
let us not corrupt and degrade that parliament by fo un- 
whoiefome an thfufion. If our parliament be atfainted, and ' 
muft pnrifli, let us have no fuch unrighteous refurrediph. 
As long as thefe remain in England,- a reeling for 'the high 
privileges of a Britifli fubjed, and that the pariiatuent be 
not totally enflaved, there will be found feeling and enlight- 
ened men who will fiot be indifferent to the govtgrnm^nt of 
this country ; who will think perfonal liberty iiv fome dan- 
ger there, if it be totally trodden down here. Btft when alt 
hundred Irifti voices are added to the chorus of the mihifter, 
I ftiould. defpair that any man fliould ever be heard in fup- 
port of Britifli, aot to fpeak of Irifti, liberties, if, indeed, 
any man fliould be bold and faaguine enough to Kft bis voic6 
in oppofition in fttch: an.aflfembly. •. ; . . 

As to the filly notion that we fliall be fecure becaufe all 
lawts«mift4>eunii^crTal,*and^erefore, equal, 1 ahf\ver, that 
if fuch a. rule fliall inflexibly prevail, ^here is an end to 
the conflitutional rights of Engliflimen ; and if it be vio« 
lated» Ireland is devoted to the lalh of xlefpotifm. 

Are Engliflimen ready to confent that the habeas corpus 
.ad fliaiUbefulbendedin England; that government by pro* 
damation fliall fuperfede government by law ; that the prefs 
fliall be filenced at the pleafure of the crown ; or that they 
fliall be liable to be tranfported to Botany Bay by inferior 
magiftrates, without trial by jury, whenever treafonable 
pra£):ice8 fliall be difcovered m Ireland, or iinputed to that 
ill-fated country ? Are Iriflimen fati$fied that a foreign le- 
giflature*— I beg pardon— a legiflature in a foreign country 
fliall give to them, exclufively, the blefling or the curfe (it 
win be differently denominated) of fuch laws and fuch go- 
vernment? No infiaituation can tempt the Englifli fo to 
cling to us, that the poignard which ftabs our liberties muft 
penetrate theirs. The very contrary will take place. In 
diverfity of law they will feek an antidote againft identity of 
legiflature— they will endeavour, by every poflible means of 
artificial diftin£kion, to feparate from us, and to prevent the 
mortification which already begins to appear in our political 
ftate from fpreading to theirs. 

But it may be faid, that the laws to which I allude are 
temporary laws, and temporary laws may be different, 
though perpetual laws, by the terms of the Unipn, may be 
decided to be always the fame. 

Necdlaofwer, that a law for one hundred years is a 
temporary faw, aad'dM si annual law may be revived for 
an hundred years. Is any man fegiMy from youth, or from 
heahh, or from any other cauTe, as to imagine, if an Union 
fliall take place, that he will live to fee the habeas corpua 
a£l reftored, or a repeal of any of thofe temporafy liatutes, 
under which the genius of our conftitution langcrt&e^ «mI 
the preflure of which ftie cannot long furvive. The very 
Union itfelf win furniftia caufe, or a pretence, for continu- 
ing them, until flavery becomes the habit of the country. 

But though it is clear, that Engliflimen will endeavour to 
feparate their political condition from ours, it is equally 
cleitr, that they will finally and foon fail. 

Familiar contemplation of adjacent flavery will Wunt that 
fenfkbility which has been an Engliihmatf s beft protedlon 
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agalnft oppreffion. Will the Londonei^ whom I have tien 
iired with indigaatioa' a| tho iniekfM^iloQ of the mtltttfy to 
fei^e 9 pick-pQcker, conttnoe the fame political inaQ> afbr* 
he has been trained aad habituated to the militaiy govern^ 
ment of his new countrymen in Ireland ? I finiWi at tba^ 
unCuitable and< ridicttioQS ctph&on of ci«ic pride, but I con- 
fidered it a gJoriQU^ fympton. Similar intemperanee after 
an Union wiU not long contidue to be the failing of Englifli- 
jnen^ Our condition will not tbng continue unequal The 
Jri(h ienator who cannot, or will not, defend the righta^ of 
lis^tyit^ ^11 avenge her wrongs upon Britifh freedom. 
*rh;it unwieldy fd»rifi wUsh the minifler is rearing in Weft<- 
minflery I contemplate as a monument, in which the rights 
and privileges of all the (iibje£ls of the empire wilF be foon 
fcuijed.tog^tber. hi the grave, at leaOv there wiW be equa« 
lity, but in the political grave^ I fbir tiMe will not b^ 
repofc. . 

Ii5aiiy.mai)f0 tinciid, or. fa fldid, astofeek refuge ihsm* 
tibc^tflorma of jacobinifin in the Ndeloiive ftilhie& (rf de%oi» 
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ifm ? How raih IS the jpufiltknimity of fucb a tpan ^ . How 
palpdde the abfuidityortSparatfng the rppr'efentattve from 
the conftituent body of » whole nation; of narrowing the 
fotmdalton, and widening the fuperftrudure of our confKtu* 
tion in fiich flormy and troublous times ? Union is a capti- 
valMig name. The temptation from influence to a mmifter 
is great. But let him beware, that the ibeds of jacobtniTm 
kirfc in every free coontry ; that they have ajready thrown. 
out fome fiioots rn ISngland ; rikit notnihg fo much terrds to 
quicken and vivify them as the encroachments of power;- 
and finally, that o-legt/JgHve Umm tending to de^tiflti, on 
the one fide, may engender a national unim, leadlhg. to 
anarchy upon the other. The fubje£l becomes too great and 
|oo interefting. My mind fhrinks ftx)m thefe frightful 
ext^ienMs. I fly to the fanduary of the conflitiition, and I 
invite my countrymen to follow ihev and defend it a^in/l 
the frenzy of a- miniAsr^ as well as the fury of a mob. 



,. I l l .' "Il !fl f fi ■ !■ Hilling ii wi 



mtitm I wttmrn^ H Srmc ^mh 45> 9Aiff9tHff^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ANTI-UNION. 



^f 



FrICB 2D. 



THURSIXAY, JANUARY, 17, 1799. 



iNo. X# 



TO THE 

EDITORS^ the ANTI-UNION- 



GENTLEMEN, 

. Xf it be not inoJnfiftent with youp plan, to occafion- 
aJly rcUx the feverity of more ferious difciUIron, by a 
ihort Essay not of a political nature, I (hall requeft 
your iitention to an attempt at that mod inteaefting fpe* 
cies of writing, the ENGLISH NOVEL. This Tale 
is founded upon fa£ls, and tho' of a domeftic charader, 
may, perhaps, reconcile itfeif to yoi^r general fyftem, by 
itiewing, that in private, as well as public tranfa^lions,. 

THE WAKT OF PRINCIPLE IS ALWAYS FATAL, 

. P. 



A tRUE STORY. 



, -en dcxtra fidcfq : • 

Vmc. X,v, Lib. IVi 



w. 



E fliall conceal the teal name of the hero of this 
Tale, in the aflfumed appellation of Mr. Britton. He 
was a man of fortune and reputation, profperous and 
popular, eftecraed amongft his neighbours, a valuable 
friend, and a formidable enemy. Hi? charaQer, ht)w- 
ever, upon clofe infpeSion, exhibited that mixture oF 
qualities, which, however contradiSory they may ap- 
pear, frequently «onfi ft in human nature. He was brave 
and gl^ncrouf, but felfilh and envious ; he was obilinate, 
yet du£tile, and whlmfical, tho' intelligent; his mind 
wa« cultivated, yet not liberalized; he regi>)ilted his pfi- 
'vate life by the fevereft and wifeft controul, but in his 
tranfaftions with others, his notions of jdftrce feldom 
tranfgrefled that limit by which his own interefts circum- 
fcribed his duties. In fuch tranfadions he purfued his 
(elf-gratification beyond' the bounds of prudence, and 
the cataftrophe which this narrative contains, is plainly 
deducible from the indulgence of unwarrantable defiresi 
In his youth, and (hortly after he had fettled his afRiirs^ 
ffor hi§ property, which he inherited from many differ- 
ent relations, had been fomewhat embarrafFed) he be- 
came enamoured of a young la^jy, who lived iathe 
Weft, and whofe fingular beauty and accompliftiments 
bad made her the objeft of general admiration. She was 
of a moft ancient and refpcQable family, in that ref- 
pefl, the equal, perhaps the fuperior, of her admirer ; 
Ihe was fmgularly beautiful, and of that ftile, that 
could not bu) captivate annan of tafte. It was not. the 



beauty of the court, or the faftiion of the drawing-roonr^T 
but her graces were thofeof the frefti mountain nymph. . 
Health, vigour and youth, glowed in her cheek,- and in- 
telligence beamed in her eye. She had been welUeduca- 
ted, and was highly accompliftied ; 4ier performance oa < 
the harp was exquiflte, and ftie accompanied the inftru- 
ment in ftrains of the wildeft genius andiicheft melody. 
Her temper, tho* quick, war amiable, and her inteHee« 
tual charaSeriftics were acutenefs and vivacity. She 
was the heiT-efs of an exteniive eftate, which, iho' fome- 
what uncultivated, was highly improVeable. In (hort^/ 
(he united every thing which could captivate the imagt-* 
nation^ or engage the afitdions. Mr, Britton beheld' ' 
her with eyes of defire, but tho* ip every refpefkftiQ 
would have been an eligible match, yet his pride would 
not fiiffer him to think of ^n honourable connexion. His 
Ticious fchemes. were encouraged by a fteward, who ma- 
naged his affairs, and by whdTc advice he was* generally 
governed. This man's nan^e wai^ Henry, ho^ was gjfted 
with talents, had much ambition, and little principle^ 
and had acquired fuch an afcendancy over his employer, 
that he ruled him as he pleafed. By {he depraved fug- 
geftions of this bad advifer, Mr. Britton conceived the 
bafe and profligate proje£l, of violating the honor of the 
WQitiaa he loved, and by the fame unprincipled agency. 
He was enabled to carry this flagitious defign into execu* 
tion. ' In a fatal moment, the raviflier overpowered her 
defencelefs innocence, and invading the rights of hofpi« 
tality and honor, he barbaroufly triumphed over thatvir* 
tue, whichabetterheartjs or a wifer head, would have 
taught hin^ to attach and conciliate. Her friends deep- 
ly refented this outrage, and made feveral unfuccefsful 
efforts to avenge it, but Mr. Britton was a man of for- 
tune and refodrces, and th^ iffue of a Qonflifl, in which 
feeble and indignant honor wasoppofed to profperous 
infolence, it was not difficult to forcfee. They were 
obliged to fubmit— and the unfortunate iuid degraded la- 
dy, acquijfced in a life of dependent concubinage.. The 
hiftory ofiChuman nature, and the analyfis of the female 
charafilor^oncur With univerfal experience, in account- 
ing for the ultimate confequence of this event; lerne,^ 
(for that was the lady's name) became fond of her viola- 
tor; and to the firft emotions of refentment, and wound- 
ed pride, fucceeded thofe tenderer fentiments, that re- 
fult from the intimacy of a connexion, which^ howe- 
ver formed, nature always fanftifies by the moft endear* 
ing fympaihies ; in truth, Mr. Britton was amiable, and 
want of fenfibility was no part of Itfrne's charaQer. A 
race of lovely children, ftrongly Tefembling both pa- 
rents, drew the bonds of mutual affefkion ftill clofer ; 
and i^ the lover, the invader of her honor was very foon 
forgotten by lerne. In an enviable ftate of felicity 
they lived feveral years, their fons were brave, their 
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tdaughtcrs cliafte; tlicT conF.dence In each other en- 
creafed ; ftiejr common imertftflouriftied and improved; 
he was induftrious, fhe was laborious; univerCal r^f- 
jpeSt rewarded their united merit, and the world was 
liberal enough, almoft to forget the circumftances of 
their firft acquaintance. It occurred to Mr. Britton, who 
hftd much generofiiy in his nature, that a ^woman who 
had conduced herfelf with fuch propriety, and contri- 
buted fo eflfentially to his happinefs, who had identified 
-her intercfts with hi«, who had forgiven his injuries, and 
Itvifhly fubmiired her propcrty.4c his dirpofal,defcrv€d 
, every recompenfc in his power to beftow ; he therefore 
determined, in a moment of magnanimous feeling, to 
; make her his wife, (or according to^a vulgar phrafe) to 
make her an honed woman. His former ill^advifer, 
Henry, had- been Jong (incc dead, and he was at this 
lime very much under the influence of a refpefiable fuc- 
ceflbr of the fteward's, whofe name was George. This 
worthy man encouraged him in this virtuous intention, 
and he fliortiy aftarwards carried it into execution. He 
had recently fuffcred miich forrow, and agreeably to the 
conftant operation of afBidion, it had foftened his 
heart, and awakened his compun£lion. A young lady 
who lived in his family, (and whom, as (he is ftill alive, 
we (hall, from motives of delicacy, call Columbia) had, 
from fome difagreements of temper, eloped from his 
houfe to America. He purfued her at^reat expence 
and hazard, but ultimately failed to recover her. This, 
and other matters, had highly mortified him; and in 
this temper of mind, he took the ftep Ihave relaled, and 
led to the altar his old and attached friend. Some of the 
illiberal and profligate of his acquaintance, remonftrated 
with him upon the folly of marrying a perfon, whom 
they ftiled by names of the moft unqualified abufo> and 
urged many. worldly and cautious arguments, in fupport 
of their opinion. But Mr. Britton was under the influ- 
ence of a generous moment, and the wedding was cele- 
brated with -much pomp and rejoicings. The date of 
this aufpicious connexion, fo honorable to both parties, 
.was the year 1 782, the bride (being an orphan) wasrgiven 
away by the^Duke of Portland, a nobleman then con- 
fidered Mr. Brit ton's particular friend, .and every thing 
was conduced in a manner complimentary to the feel- 
ings, and advantageous to the intcrefts, of the :paf ties. 
•Mr. Britton's prudence and generofity conc3|»red in a 
-Jiberal arrangement as tofottlements, and as he had 
already experienced her ;Bunificent difpofition, he con- 
fentedthat herfortuneihould be at her own difpcfal, not- 
•withftanding het coverture. Never was there a marriage 
which protnifed more felicity, and never was there one 
•more calculated to produce it, but alas I happinefs, 
which fo often, an'd fo unjuftly, weconfign to the do- 
minion of fate, depends upon gurfclves ; and if it were 
jiot for Mr. Britton'sowncondua, he might this day 
-have been an enviable man, A good heart can eafily 
imagine, but the bed language could wiih difliculty ex- 
^^prefs, thejoy which filled the confcious heart of lerne. 
;'5be. always loved, (he now fefpeaed, Mr. Britton, and 



his honorable condu£t Lad now enabled her (0 reP- 
peft herfelf. Tears of gratitude and affeftion gliftened 
hi her eye, while honefl: pride and dignity fwelled in her 
bofom ; — her fuuation and rank rofe, and (he rofe with 
them^ 4he feemed to grow young again, and bloomed 
with fuch new charms, that Mr. Britton often regretted, 
that he had not fooner done juftice to her, and credit to 
himfelf. She was vifited by thebeft company, and fe- 
veral foreign ladies of punctilious delicacy, who would 
fcarcely acknowledge her before, now courted her ac- 
quaintance, and' were proud of exchanging civilities 
with her. This happy couple continue^ for a few years 
to lead a life of the moft exemplary felicity, when a 
young gentleman from France arrived in^he neighbour- 
hood, and wasthe'firft interruption of their happinefs. 
He was a youth of very loofe morals, and abandoned 
principles, but of a moft phiufible and impofing d^ean- 
our/ His aflFairs had lately undergone a^dangerous revo- 
lution, and the ingenuity peculiar to his country, had 
fuggcfted to him a new and ft range-expedient for recruit- 
ing his finances. He travelled almoft -all orer Europe, 
and even to America, in fearch of intrigues, and too fre- 
quently fucceeded. His perfon was handfome, his ex- 
terior, captivating, and his manners infinuating. Few 
women were proof againft his allurecpcnts, and fome 
moft refpe6iablef ladies now lament the facility' with 
which they liftened to his addreflTes. He was fuch a re- 
fined yotary.of vice, that he was not content to feduce 
the,aflFe£lions, unlcfe he alfo debauched the principles of 
his viQim; and the confummation of his crimes was 
often the murder of the hufband, and always the pluiv 
der of the family. This dangerous gallant, conceived 
the profligate ^nterprize of corrupting the fidelity of 
leme, and difplayed i\\ the refouicesof hfsfeduftion, 
for that purpofe. He worked upon all the moft obvious 
paflions of her bofom, alarmed her jealoufy, flattered 
her vanity, reminded her of the early injuries, and the 
tardy penitence of Mr. Britton, rcprefented that gentle- 
man's declining age, and growing infiwmities, with ridi- 
cuJe, vaunted his own youth, beauty and vigour, of- 
fered the moft tempting rewards, afl"e6:ed the moft dif- 
interefted paiJion, and left no avenue to the frailty of 
the female heart, unapproached or unaflailed; nor did 
heforgetthe ufualartifi^ce of bribing feveral of thefer- 
vants of the family. Mrs. Britton liftened,. but only 
liftened, to the voice of the feducer, (he permitted him 
to proceed to fuch lengths, as would enable her to af- 
certain his villainy : flie afterwards armed the,n\pft able 
of her domeftics, and the moft refpeflable of her 
tenants, with orders to horfewhip the intruder, 
whenever he fhould have the infolence to approach her, 
and fhe then made a private, but full, communication, 
SLndfecret report to Mr. Britton of all thefpark's proceed- 
ings from the beginning. Mr. Britten's refentment may 
be eafily conceived ; it was not the lofs when he recoI- 
leScd that an elder branch of this Lothario's family had 
been inftrumental to thp elopement of his ward, Co- 
lumbia, to America, he therefore, took hismcafures 
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acconVmgly, dogged the gaRant, and when he found 
him fairly wiihin ihe forbidden precinQs, attacked him 
vigoroufly, and in the rencontre, wounded him in two 
places. This, for ihe , time, put an end to the fo- 
reigner's intrufive vifits, and he afterwards betook him- 
felf to afcheme againft the virtue of a gipfey girl, who 
wasfuppofed to have a private key to the ftrong box of 
a nabob. After this tranfaflion, Mr. Britton received 
the greateft credit for hisfpirit, and lerne for her virtue. 
Mr. Britton was lavifti in his eulogies upon her propri- 
ety, thanked her publicly, and declared to all his neigh- 
bours that he was indebted to hef good fenfe and deco- 
Tiim for the prefervation of his honor. It was gene- 
rally fufpefted that fuch an event would only have 
proved a renewal of/ that attachment whi^h conftituted 
the happinefs of his life ; but how hard is it to predid: 
conclufiorts which depend upon the uncertainty or pa- 
price of human paffions ? Mj. Britton, with all the 
means of comfort and refpeftability in his power, fuf- 
feredhimfelf to be interrupted in his happy career by one 
of thofe fits of wayward and whimfical nuniiour which, 
we have already hinted, conftituted a Angular exception 
to the general value of his charaSer. The truth is, he 
was what the world fometimes calls fplenetic,fometimes 
an humourift, fometimes an oddity, and furely,upon this 
occafion, he became pofleffed by one of the moft fanci- 
ful aod unaccountable extravaganciest hat ever made free 
with the human intellcQ. It was a freak fo unprece- 
dented, fd unwarranted, fo iodependent of ail motive 
and temptation, that mere folly is infufficient to folve 
the difficulties which refult from the confideration of it. 
Mr. Britton took it into his head to obtain a divorce a 
vinculo matrimonii from the amiable partner of his bed, 
and abfolutely determined to carrv this projeft into exe- 
cution.- The fa£t is, that the lioertine example of t)ie 
Frenchman had excited the emulation, while it pro- 

" \H)ked the refcntment of Mr. Briton, and fo ftrange are 
the anomalies of the human heart, that he could not re- 
fift the commiffion pf the very crime which he had fo 
recently puniflied in another. It did not appear the refult 
of fatiety, or that he was tired of the lady, for he ex- 
prcfled his rcfolution. to continue to live with her upon 
their old free terms, with this difference only, that un- 
der the new arrangement her property was to be at his 
folc dlfpofal, and the future connexion, though volun- 
tary upon his part, was to be compulfory on hers. Mr. 
Britton had naturally a good heart, and therefore, this 
infatuated and profligate defign muft not be imputed to 
his mere uninfluenced fuggtftion. He had a favorite fcr- 
vanr, called William, a fhrewd man who had gradually 
wormed himfelf into thehoneftgentleman'sconfidence, to 
which he had firft introduced himfelf by offering an in- 
genious plan for repairing-theold family manfion, which, 
however, was never afterwards a^ccomplifhed. He had, 
afterwards involved his mafter deeply in debt, and from 
ihefe caufes, had acquired a confiderable atfcendancy 
both.over the mind of Mr. Britton, and of^George, the 

. ileward. This fellow had oWccvcd that lerne, ever 



fmce her marriage, had required more attention than 
formerly, and an old grudge he owed her for having had 
an opinion of her,own when Mr. Britton was fick, and 
George out of order, concurred with ^n indolent defire to 
haveonly the management of li-batchelor's houte, and de- 
termined him to degrade and infult our heroine upon the 
firft opportunity. This opportunity was furnifhed to 
his malignant mind by the adventure with the French 
gallant, artd he loft no time to avail himfelf of it. 
Shortly after that adventure, lerne had become, in con- 
fequence of her agitation, fubjeft to nervous paroxifms, 
and occafional convulfions, and thefe melancholy fymp- 
toms which ftiould only haVe excited the fympathy and 
commiferation of her hufband, were employed by this 
artful lago to excite his fufpicions, and alarm his jea- 
loufy. It was not eafy to find a pretence ; and indeed ., 
fo much was the public (hocked by the bufmefs, that it 
was not eafy to find a lawyer to }uflify the pcoccedingj. 
However, Mr. Britton was an opulent and powerful 
"man, and ah advocate was not wanting. As the fuit 
was not to be In a court where the common law is re- 
cognized, he retained an eminent foreign profeflTdr of 
ihe Cannon Uw, This learned gentleman, whofb name 
was Do^or Coquin, made very light of the unpopularity 
of his clientVcafe, and immediately (tho' it was a fum- 
mary caufe) exhrbhed a voluminous libel. This was 
coKfidered one of the moft extraordinary pleadings fhat 
ever encumbered the files of a court of juftice. It a]- 
ledged various unjuft charges againft lerne, and indeed 
was not over-fp'aring of the charaQer of Mr. Britton. 
It feemed to have no objedl but the fuccefs of the fuit, 
per fas atque nefas^ for it abounded in contradictions 
and faifehoods. Ir laboured to eftablifti the moft fan- 
taftical portions upon the moft unfupported inventions, 
and in order, if poflible, to preventjcrne from wifhing 
to conteft it, ftrenuoufly endeavoured to exafperate and 
inflame the quarrel' between the parties, and to reprc- ' 
fent the connexion of man and wife in which they ftood 
to each other j as a relation of natural antipathy and 
variance. It did not forbear to ridicule thefanSityof 
their Union, and thefacred denunciation of— ///^ w^^ow 
God hath joined let no man put a/under — and openly and 
impudently argued, to the fcandal of all morals, that 
concubinage was a more natural, and therefore, a more 
decent connexion than matrimony. It'aflerted, with 
unprecedented effrontery, ihat^the French gentleman 
whom Mr. Britton had lately Wopnded, was a man of 
tafte and high authority, and that he, upon all occafions, 
preferred fornication to edwiock. That ^hile Mrs. 
Britton was z feme covert^ (heoOuld not raife money on 
her eftate to pay ^f^. Britton's debts without the con- 
fent of the truftces in herfetilement. That befuies, it 
was a matter of economy, for that the eftabliihment 
of a kept miftrefs was much lefs cxpenfive than that of 
a wife. That ladies of eafy virtue had a more unre- 
ftrained commerce with the world ; hut that, at al] 
event?, it was impofTible to pronounce againft the bene^ 
fits of the change before i^fttouldbe tried j and that aH prc^ 
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flmiaary objeflions to the abftra^ principle/ wcre"'of 
courfe, premature. It was cafy to fee that Mr. Brit- 
ton's advocate argued like Jupiter when he thundered,. 
»nd that it was ufelefs to anfwer argunnents of fuch 
high authority. However, poor and forlorn as lerae 
was, (he was not totally defencelefs. Several eminent 
counfel were volunteers for her; many of them thofe 
who had fettled her marriage articles j many refped- 
able gentlemen and citizens affured her of their coun- 
tenance, and the, merchants and backers of her neigh- 
bourhood inforriied her (he fho'uld riot want for money. 
One honed and intelligent man was particularly (Irenu- 
ous in her interefts— he was conne£ted with her by the 
lender relation of FoJIer-hTothtTp. had been always her 
friend— had witnelTcd and promoted her profperity— 
and upon this trying oecafion, the moft feducing 
temptations were in vain held out to fcorrupt his fidelity. 
The caufe went, on, and her advocates enhibjted many 
Jearned and eloquent pleadings, and there was little 
doubt, if ilTue had been fair)y joined thereupon, 
that the determination muft have been favorable to lerne. 

' But in this ftage of the caufe t>ocior Coquin pleaded a, 
peremptory exception to the admidibility of her de- 
fince, in which he principally contended, that her 
weak (late of healtl] was a conclu(ive reafon why (he 
fhould make no ohjedion. He relied, for this point, 
upon a pofition of the Cannon law. Impartial men con- 
fidered the point (Irong, but not convincing, however, 
the fuit was in the court of prerogative, a tribunal fup- 
pofed to be favorable to Mr. Britton; and though it 
went to Xht delegates f a fimilar biafs was fufpeSed to 
operate there, and the caufe was determined agamft 
her. Many of her friends advifed her^o make an ulti- 
mate appeal to the comi above of final jurifdiSion, but 
ihe found hcrfelf fo weak and exhaufted by her late in- 
ciifpofition, and her mind fo haraflfed and weakened by 
the ill treatment (he had received, that (he refolved to 
fubmit without any funher immediate effort. 

The confequences of this extraordinary affair may 
well be imagined : Mr. Biitton in vain fought for his 
irrecoverable happpinefs. The loving, ardent, faithful 
wife had vani(hed ; and the injured, abje£t, cold and 
JcluQant (lave remaineil. Love was for ever fled. She 
returned not care(res which (he loathed, and fubmitted 
tOj'rathcr than participated. Permanent difguft brooded 
over the vifion of diftant' revenge ; and Mr* Britton, 
confcious that he could ifot be loved, precipitated into 
the ufual corruption of the human heart, and determin- 
ed that he (hould be feared*. Gloomy and vigilant ty- 
ranny became the neceffig-y guardian of in(incere and in- 
•voluntary obedience, and^ enjoying neither the freedorh 
of their firft conneQion, nor the honorable obligations 
of their feconds, he experiences all the uncertainty of 

• the one, while (he feels more than the chains of the 
pther. Her property, that formerly (he cheerfully la- 
vifhed upon his neceflities, which (he anticipated, (he 
now fufFers to be taken in fulky apd def pairing acquief- 
cence. Mr. Britton has become an unhappy man— he 



has loft the refpefl: of his friends, and erpofed himfelf 
to the attacks of his enemiet. He often laments that 
he took the advice of William, and regrets the fatal 
day when he at once violated his honor and his interefts 
. His health 19 rapidly declining ; and from being a full; 
bandfome man, with no appearance of difeafe but a ten- 
dency to plethora, he now exhibits all the fymptoms pf 
morbid melancholy, and a rapid confumption. 

As to lerne, her condition is pitiable and alarming ; 
deep afHidjon overpowers, while confcious yirtue fcarce- 
ly fuftains her. The profligate Frenchman has availed 
himfelf of the family di(fen(ions, and renewed his 
abandoned addreffe^. \^hile feniale refentment kindles, 
female virtue totters. The tears flow plenteous from her 
eyes, but the he6lic of indignation glows in her cheek. 
She often exclaims — " •Fooli(h and unprincipled man, 
" how happy might we have been together ! f* plighted 
** thee my troth, and would have been proud to be 
" thine to my latcft hour, but I am abandoned, bc- 
'' trayed and forlorn, and it liule matters what becomes 
" of an injured fpirit, and a broken heart.'* 



Tie following Letters were communicated to us by the Gen-- 

tiemento whom they were addrejj'ed. 

1 

TO THE TOWN CLERK OF LIMERICK. 

SIR, ' ■ ' ■ 

r HAVE great fatisfadlon in acquainting you 
that when the Legillative Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be ftationed at the mouth of the 
Shannon. It is conceived by his majefty's minifters, 
that after that event, it will be the moifl convenient po- 
fition for obferving the motions of the enemy at Alex- 
andria, Corfu and Malta. Pleafe to keep this informa- 
tion fecret from- the great men and merchants of Cork, 
as it would create jealoufics in that quarter that might 
embarrafft the meafure. 

I am, fir, your humble fervant, 

ROGER COWER, Clk. of the Hofiers,^ 

TO THE TOWN CLERK OF CORK. 

SIR, . ' 

I HAVE great fatisfaSion in acquainting you, 
that when the Legiflative Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be ftationed at Cork Harbour ; it 
is conceived by his majefty's minifters, that after that 
event, it will be the moft convenient pofttion for ob- 
ferving the. motions of the enemy at Alexandria, Cor- 
fu, and Malt%; pleafe to keep this information fecret 
from the great nien and merchants of Limerick, as 15 
would create jealoufies in that quarter, that might em- 
barrafs the meafure. 

I am. Sir, your humble Servant, 

ROGER GOWER, Clk. of theHofiers. 
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TO THE- 

ELECTORS OF ULSTER. 



*« Light forrows fpeak^gr^at grief is dumb,'? * 



He 



Low well the poet underffood human nature, ap- 
pears from your conduQ. When your cairfes of com- 
plaint were trifling, yourent the air whhyour cries. 
Now that you are about to be facrificed on the altar of 
Britifh aggrandixement, a fingfe murmur does not*ef- 
c^pe your lips. The magnitude of the attempt deprives 
you of .motion— the fwelling of your heart chokes your 
utterance, and you ftare in filent aftonifhment at the 
hand which is raifed againft your life. To what elfe 
ami to impute it, that whenthie exiftcince of Ii*eland is 
at (lake the voice of the North^ has- not yet been heard ? 
When a conftitution was to be carried by the fword, 
you ftood proudly^ forward -in the fbremoft ranks 
— when abufes had crept into that conftitution, you 
were ready to fired your l>eft Hood for their Tefornn — yet 
now that your parliament is about to be cxtinguiflied, 
' and the right of Icgiflatfng for Ireland isj like its crown, 
to be infeparably annexed to the crown o£ Great Bri- 
tain—now that that conftitution which you earned in 
the field, is about to be filched from you in the cabinet, 
and the very name of Ireland to be Wotted out from the 
catalogue of nations — you ftand, the mute, and as if 
indifferent fpeftators, of tRe fcene. But perhaps you 
are ignorant of the nature of the aS^hich yourfilence 
is about to fanftion. Perhaps you imagine that the fur- 
render you are caJled upon to mafcfe, is temporary, and • 
that you may again refume your rights at pleaf«re — Let* 
me undeceive you. — ^The decree which it toeftablifti the 
political ideofy of Iriffimen, and to rt^ forever in the 
crowfif thedifpofal of their perfons and property, is ir-- 
revocaSle^ Cqnvinced then, of the great awfulnefs of ' 
the occafion, how ftiali Iimprefs that cOftvi£Hon on your 
minds ? In what words- fliaH I addrefs yoju, by what 
tics fliall I conjure you to fpare to your afBi£led country, 
the mifei ics oF internal war ? And you, who fo lately 
Jhthecaufeof reform, thought ** no t iflt too great^ no- 
facrificc too much," how fliall 1 rekindle in your breafts 
that flame, which fcems to have coriftmed itfelf by its 
own heat? Is then thatconftitutron, which you fo emi- 
nently contributed to gain, no longer dear to you ? Has 
liberty loft all its charms, or is tfce exiftence of your 
countrjj become an objeS of indiitrence ? Were your- 
cfforts in the caufe of reforn», the laft convulfive throes 
of an expfring patrioiifm Y Or is- it exceffive fenfibili- 
tfj^ which Lmiftake for apathy ? Is it, that, enthufiaft* 



ic in the caufe ef reform, you abandon, in difguft, a 
conftitution whofe abufes you have in vain laboured to 
correfl ? Look into the political hiftory of your coun- 
try, fince the year 1782; you will there read, that 
fcarce a year has gone by, without adding ibmething to 
the beauty or folidity of the ftruQure, which your ex- 
ertions then reared. Believe me, -my friends, the rooft * 
perfeQ ftate of rational libierty, is not fo remote as you 
may imagine. It requires no exertion for its attain- 
ment. Public virtue grows fpontaneoufly out»of pri- 
vate independence. Even nowj wliilft I write, the fo- 
cret operations of nature, are filemly working that re- 
formation, which the impatient- nand of «n> -in vain ^ 
endeavours to precipitate. 

But let us for a while ftifle every fioneft^eelihg,- and 
confider the queftion of an UNION, as difpafltonately 
as 'a^^' Irijhman can— let uj^compare yotir prefent poll- - 
tical condition^ with what it will be* when* the intended 
revolution AiM have been elFe&ed :— You have now a na- 
tive parliament* fitting in your country— poflefling ifie 
power t wlien it has -the tv///, to promote the welfare, «r 
prote3 the liberties, of Ireland. A parliament, whofe 
condud y^i can witne(s, whofe motions you can watch, 
whofo delerminatlons in great national queftions, yoa 
have ever controlled, whofe interefts are the interefts of 
Ireland ;— 'You will then hare no parliament— the few- 
individuals whom the mimjier of Engfand^v/lll cull out to 
quaKfy with the title of your reprefentatives,* will not 
have the power ^ if they have the w/7/, xo prote£t your 
fnierefts; the aflemWy which you wiH have inverted 
with' the abfoiute right to diffofc of your property and 
your perfons, will* fit in a foreign country, its condud 
you cannot witnefs, its motions youcannot watch, its 
determinations you cannot controul, its interefts will not 
be the intercflis of Ireland— its members- will not be 
Iriftimen. In the Britrfb Houfe of Commons, wkieh 
will then confift of 556 nieraberi, ninety-eight are to ♦ 
fit • under the name of the reprefentatives of Ireland ;— 
fliould each of thofe ninety •eight, poflfefs all the public 
and private virtues of a Charlemont, or the commercial 
knowledge, andfteady patrioiifm of a Fofter^ it would 
not avail; in allqueftipns where the interefts of England 
and Ireland fhould cidh, there would b^ a clear majority 
of 460, againft your country. What then muft be the 
cafe, when the whole corrujK influence of Great Bri- 
taiii and Ireland, is^onceoitrated almoftin a point, ^and 
brought to bear upon 98 individuals, diveftedof natiOn-^- 
al paitiaKty, regardlefs of national fame, not condemn-- 
ed 10 witncft the melanchoiyeffeSs of their proftitution. 
Of to meet the reproachftil eye of their indignant con- 
ftiluents ? Such an arrangement is grofsly mifcalled, 
when it is denominated ** ati Unktu^* It i& not.lbe 
'Whole IrUh parliament, joined to the whole Brhilh pac^ 
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'Irament, pofTefling each a negative voice where thein- 
terefts df its peculiar country are concerned, and uniting 

» their common wifdom for the common benefit. It is not 
a delegation, from the exijiing parliament of Ireland 

• meeting a proportionable delegation from the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, inverted with equal jxjwers, on 
4he confines of the tviro kingdoms, to concert meafures 
for their mutual fafety, and mutual advantage. No. 
It is a/ele^hnby the rmnijler of Endand of a few indi- 
viduals from the Irifli parliament, (which is thenceforth 

' to ceafetoexift) to be melted down into the entire mafs 
of the Britifh Icgiflature. Should ninety-eight natives of 
Ireland happen-to fit for Enghfli boroughs in the Britifti 
Houfe of Commons, what would you think of the Irifti- 
man who{ho«ld,on that account pr^pofe the. total aboli- 

'- lition of the legiflature of Ireland? Yet believe me, your 

' condition would then be infinitely preferable, enjoying, 
as you would, the Briiifli conftitution in its purity, to 
what it will be, if, by an Union, you put one-fixth of 
the reprefentation of* Great Britain and Ireland at once 
into the hands of a minifter already too powerful. But 
you arc told tranquillity will be rcflored, all parties fa- 
tisfied, property fecured, and the connexion between 
the two kingdoms cemented by foch an arrangement. 
Wyi univerfal difcontent produce univerfal tranquillity ? 
Will it fatisfy the Catholic to be (hut out for ever from 
that which has fo long been the objeS of his moft ear- 
ned wiflies? Will the total extindion of parliament, 

. iind the transfer of its legiflaiive authority to the crown, 
content the moderate retbrmift ? Or will the eftablifli- 
ment of abfolute monarchy reconcile the y,ealous repub- 
lican ? Will property be fecured by an univerfal defire 
for a change, or tho cortnedion between the twa king- 

. doms cemented by alienating the affeftions of one of 
them? Thefe are queftions to which I require no an- 
fwcr. Commercial advantages are next held out to yeu, 

• On this fubje£kl ought to fpeak with di^Bdence, confci- 
ous that I am addrefilng men, whofe extenfive and va- 
ried commerce, and whofe refidence in a manufaSur- 
ing country, muft ncceffarily render them the beft pof- 
fible judges of the commercial interefts of Ireland— but 
there are fomefa^s which 1 know, and there are fome 
/n//^/ which are felf-evident. I know that tricks have 
beenprafiifcd to impofeon the ignorant, to deceive the 

r credulous, and to allure thefelfifti; and that thefe, in 
fome places, have had their effeQ-*-but I apprehend hot 
that effeS from them with you. When you are told of 
commercial advantages, you will naturally a(k " from 
whom are we to derive them ?" And when you aresm- 

♦fwered, ** from Briiain^'-^r^/ Britain, which istolofe 
precifcly as you gain, and which now tries every 
paltry artifice to lure you into a conheQion by which 
Ihe is to be fo much injured. When yonare in- 
formed, that it is Britain that fo anxioufly prefles you 
to accept this extenfion of trade, this amelioration of 

fConftitution :— Britain, from whofe dead grafp you were 
forced to wreft whatever you have gained of commerce, 

r45r of conftitution. When you are lold, that it is the 



Britifti merchant who calls upon you, in all the over*^ 
(lowing of his generous heart, to fhare in his profits ; 
are you not, my friends, led to fufpeS the nature of the » 
gift, from the known difpofrtion of the giver ?-^But 
what are the commercial advantages which are to be the 
price of your independence ? The ports of the two 
countries are to be laid open :— Thofe of England are 
already fo to our provifions, to our linens, and to co* 
lonial produce going from this country ;— With what 
can w'efuppty the Englilh that we doiiot already ? On 
the other hand, except our linen, our other manufac- 
tures exift but under proteSing duties, and muft perifh 
as foon as thofe are taken off. Large capital, long cre- 
dit, plenty of money, and the confequent lownefs of 
intereft, fuperior in Juftry, and fuperior (kill, give the 
Engli(h a decided and uniform advantage :— Add to this, 
the influence of another caufe, which, though occafion- 
al in its immediate operation, is lafting and fatal in its 
remote efEefts. In the Englifli market, there happen 
frequent gluts ;*^when thefe take place, which is always 
wh^n credit is loweft, manufaSured goods will be pour- 
ed into Ireland, and as it will be an ohjcGt to the Englifti 
manufaOurer, to get his money on any terras, they 
will be fold at an undervalue, to the fafting ruin of the 
Iri(h manufaSurer. Nor will your linen trade efcape 
unhurt;— that linen trade, for the fecurity of which 
you gave up the woollen, but which the Union ftill pur- 
ports to fecure^ and for which you are ftill called upon 
to make further facrifices. You all know that the poor 
linen weaver can fcarcc fubfift on his prefcnt wages.— 
The immediate confequence of the Union, as (befides 
. the acquifition of inordinate power) it is thecaufe of it, 
will be an enormous encreafe of taxes The neceffa- 
ries of life muft rife in price prodigioufly. The wages 
of the weaver muft rife with them— or hemuftftarve-^ 
many, no doubt, will do fo. The linen merchant can- 
not lay the additionaJ price on his invoice— the trade 
will not bear it«— his profits muft be reduced— and this 
rcduQion muft encreafe every year with the encreafe of 
taxes, which ii the caufe of it :-*--This will optrate dou- 
bly againft him; for in proportion as from the encreafed 
price of everything, his ex pences encreafe, in the fame 
proportion muft the profits of his trade be dimini(hcd. 
To the importing merchant I need fay little: — It will na* 
turally occurtohim that his trade muftfufFer in propor- 
tion as manufflifluFes fail, and confumption decreafes. 
His cotton wocrl, his Bsrilia, and all the other articles 
-which, an induftrious and thriving country requires, muft 
then lie locked up in his ftores. Add to ill this, the con- 
tinued drain of money out of the country, by abfentees, 
at prefcnt admitted to exceed a MILLION, annually ! 
but which muft then infinitely encreafe. Figure to your- 
fclves, then, my friends, the appearance of this coun- 
try—figure to yourfclves a mtferable and neglefted pea- 
fantry ! knowing. nothing of their lanvllord, but by his 
exaSions ! and tracing his periodical prcgrefs, like that 
of the hurricane, only by the defolation he carricsv in 
his train I— Figure to yourfclves, fields uncultivated^ 
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•Villages deferted. your ftreets fwarming with half-famiflt- 
cd wretches, imploring a mifcrablc fubfiftence from the 
charity of that country, which their induftry might have 
conti*ibuted to enrich, and their ingenuity to adorn !—• 
figure to yourfelvcs thefe things, my friends^ and you 
will have a faint idea of the confequences of an Union 
— K:onfequences of which the citizeps of Dublin have 
already exprefled their unanimous and unequivocal fen- 
timents. The eyes of Ireland are fixed upon the 
NORTH 1 May its ancient fpirit re-animaie its breaft I 
May its deliberations be tempered with the fame wif- 
dom, and its conduft fuftained by the fame firmnefs !-*- 
May the voice which fpoke .at Dungannon ^ain be 
heard !— And may Ireland once more hail, as the Sa- 
viours of their Country, the Men of UUler ! 
Dublin, isth Jan.' 1799* H. J. 



Shall 1 afcribe this torpor to a deftxa of national virtuc-^lo a lift- 
Icfs attachment to the caufc of liberty— to a ftupid ignorance of tbeif 
own intereils — or to the criminal hope, that the dUaftrous effef^i of 
this roeafure, will touch with but a feeble hand> the people of the 
prefent day» and that it will he only on their children and their fuc<« 
vecflbrsy that its calamitied will operate ^ 

r .•• ridentem dicere rcrum 

C^uid vetat ? HoR. 

J OE MILLER, many a time and oft*. 

At thy delightful Tales Tve laughed : 
' But feafch the volume through and through. 

My favVrte's this :-^(page forty two.) 
A (hip, with goods of every fort 

Was bound to a far diftantport : 
- The failors were about a foore. 

The paffengers as many more. 

With weather fine, and favVing breeze, 

They now had traversed half the feas ;-*• 

When fudden clouda obfcure thelkics^ 

And angry winds begin to rife : 

Th'experienced feamen well aware. 

To meet th'approaching (lorm prepared 

The paflTengers the deckforfake. 

And to their berths themfelves betake. 

The temped roars, the lightnings flafb, 

The whelming waves the veffel la(h ; 

A leak is fprung-^the feamen drain. 

But on them faft the waters gain.— 

All hands aloft 1— the captain cries ; 

All to the pump-^^r never rife! 

Peace*— cried the pafTengers— *no more. 

But tofs your weighty cargo o*fer ; 

Out with your lumber to the deep, 

Lighten her load, and fave your fliip.-* 

To help your av'rice, no one ftirs. 

For we are only paffengers. 

They did not ft i r :— Another guft 

Into their finking hammocks burft : 

The (hip in thoufand fplinters broke.-* 

Hhey lofl thtir Iha'^bul had their joke. 



Difficile eft fatyram non fbrlbcre. 



Jbvew. 



VJREAT and unheard of advantages of the intended 
UNION, moft prepofterouily believed by ninety-nine it 
an hundred, to be ruinous to this kingdom^ but whicbj 
fortunately, is foon to take place. 

IK TRADE AKD litAKUFACTURtl. 

Thefe muft both encreafe in tn aftonifting degree, ani 
the only change in otiier refpe&s retatrve to them, whiah 
an Union can nuke is, that inftead of their being ar- 
ranged as they are at prefent, the whole of them will 
then be fixed in that part of Ireland now called Greitt 
Britain. This will be an advantage of the Uft import- 
ance to us, becaufe k will fave us a world of 'trouble and 
labour* 

IN MORALITY, &C. 

Vice, luxury, and profanenefs, being the natural 
growth of ^populous cities and great towns, this pious 
meafure will neceffarily wholly banifti thefe from our 
land, as its obvious coqfequence muft be utterly to de- 
moli(h thefe, their lurking places, and happily deftroy 
^very thing like a city or large town in the kingdotPt 

- IK EX PEN CIS, &c» 

AVe diall have in future no ertcreafe in our penfion 
lift, from that pleafant circumftance that alone can in- 
fure it— not being able to pay any j and who knows but 
we may even be ahogether relieved from it as it now 
ftands, for if it fliould happen, (as it is highly probable) 
that our 100 or 98 members ihould fome day or another 
chance to get the whole 558 English ones abfent from 
the Houfe of Commons, it would be hard to fay what 
they would not do. There are reafonable hopes to be 
entertained that we may obtain other great and exclu- 
five advantages, from the likelihood that fuch a lucky 
event will frequently occur. 

Every man in this kingdom who fliallthen be poffef- 
ied of a guinea, (and I daro^fay there may be many fuch) 
will have his faid property wonderfully en^reafed, be- 
Caufe the worth of every thing of that kind, bcingmade 
up, (among other confiderations,) in a compound ratio 
t)f the fcarcity and ufe of fuch thing, all coin here muft 
then neceffarily be doubled, (nay, probably improved 
in a much greater proportion) in its value, from what 
it is at prefent. 

N. B. Trade and manufa£lur,es, and many other 
fooleries of the fort, have a dtreS contrary tendency on 
this point. 

Thefe for the prefent. 

As I intend from time to time to ftate to you many 
'Other ihcftimable advantages, which muft be attendant 
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irpon. tills moft^efirable meafure, t tru(J, thro* our joint 
endeavours, we (hall be able to open the eyes of our ab- 
furd countrymen, fo far as to (hew them their true in- 
terefts. You wil[, Fainfure, excufe me for following 
the example of all my fellow- patriots to a man, wlio 
have written at the fide of this que(Hon I have taken, 
by not putting my real name to my affertiont of the ma- 
nifeft benefits we are about to receive. Not that I would 
have yoafoppofc; that either they or i feel in the leaft 
affaamed, at the thought of avowing ourfelves, but the 
truth is, that it is juft as well, quietly to pocket the' re- 
ward of nur exertions, without encountering the odium 
and hatred, the people in their pre(entfwini(hdifpofition, 
are inclined to heapon their beft friends, as unneceflfariiy 
to rifque the eflfefbof our faid ajfertions by an avowal that 
might give rife to mifcondrudions of our motives, as 
well as procure u& ufeleis ilUwill andidifgrace. You 
need not mind printing this laft period. Believe roe to 
lie^ &c. &c. 

•A PATRIOT.. 
F. _ . 

FORCEABLE ABbuCTION 

AND 

REWARD; 



TO THE 

EDITORS of the ANTI-UNION: 



CEKTLEMEK, 



I 



HAVE readFITZPATRICK, in your Paper, widi 
great pleafure, but being no Latin fcholar, requeft to- 
know the meaning of the paflage in which it is faid, 
that the Ca(Hc Gentleman, who wrote the great pamph- 
let for the UNION, was wafted here 

QUO PKUNA ET COCTONA VEKTO.. 

4 

I know that vento is wind, but what is the refi ? ^ 
Your rerpe£kful Reader,, 

GABRIEL HOMEBRED. 



HE agreeable Widow IRELAND, having been 
fprceably carried off by fome villains, with intent to 
marrv or defile her— Thefe are to give notice, that by 
the statutes in that cafe inade and provided, the at- 
tempt is a capita] felony, even though the horrid crime 
{hould not beeompleated.— We are much pained to add, 
that a young boy,, a fon of her own,. ha& been conceal- 
ed in this wicked enterprixe. Any perfon who (hall ap- 
prehend, andprofecutehiratoconviSion, ihall receive 
an ^ple reward. He may be eafily known, being a 
flcnder (tripling, not yet arrived at years of difcretian* 
His breeches fit loofefy on him, owing to a premature 
application to bufinefs. He is the fame lad who a^ a 
lateeleSion in a Northern County, pledged himfelf to 
Parliamentary Reform, and declared himfelf devoted to 
the independence of his country ; on which occa(ion^ a 
krge fubfcription was raifed for him. His voice has in 
it ftrong tendencies to pfalmody*. 



I 



N complWince with the rcque(f of Mr. Holf^- 
BRED, and other friends who may .require tranflations^ 
we inform the public that the line in queftipn means, 

THE JLL4fIND THAT BLiW NOBODT GOOD.. 



EPIGRAM. 



H< 



Low kind \h in England tb force us to take,. 
That favor, ah UNION, and all for our fake ? 
Juft fo we treat turkeys ; we cram them with food 
To make them grow fat :— but 'tis all for their good. 



Soi^ltn :: T^iaxulh %i Jtuuetf ^mt^, 45, CoUrge^een, 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY M, 1799. 



No, XII. 



TO THE 

ELECTORS^ 

OF THE: 

KINGDOM OF IRELANDC. 



A HE day is fad approachtng, which is tode&ide your 
political exiftence for ever-^o decide, whether you are 
10 retain the proud right of forming a national repre- 
fcntaiive, fubjed to national controul, to contintse the 
dcpofitaries and guardiam of the- national liberties of 
Ireland; or, funk to the burghers of a petty corpora- 
tion, to enjoy the little privilege of fending your infig^ 
nificant quota into the parliament of another country, 
there to fwefl the full ftream of minifteriaf* influence, OR 
to be borne down by the overpowering torrent of oppo- 
fing interefts. The day, 1 fay, which is thus to deter- 
mifK; wliether the eleQoral body of the kiogdono^of Irer 
land, (hall be aonihiIated,Js at hand— and yet you are 
filent!— There is a degree of infult, that, for the mo- 
ment, overcomes indignation — and injur jr may rife to 
that height, that refentment may, for a time, be loft in 
amazement, or filcnced in horror. That fuch an effeSt 
fliould have been produced on the mipds of a gallant 
peopi/, who, after having glorioufly maintained their 
ground againft the moft formidable combination ef fo- 
reign and domcfticfoei, are now told they are not fit to 
be trufted with the diredion of their own affairs— told 
that the independence which they had fo bravely 
vindicated, againft the common enemy, they nwifl-now 
furrender to BritiQi aggrandisement— told this by the 
very nation, for which, no le& than for their own^ 
they had fought and bled— »and told this at a time when 
the country is avowedly placed under military controul ; 
troops received for the purpofe of prote£tion, manifefts^ 
ly continued for the purpofe of intimidation— and others 
daily pouring in, with an evident view to clear away 
fuch doubts as may yet hang upon the oueftion of an 
Union ; — ^That fuch an effieQ, I fay, mould,- under 
fuch circumftahces, have been wroueht upon your 
minds, is far from matter of furprize; ftflMefs does it 
furnifti caufe of wonder, when it is confidered in what 
way this degrading meafure has been introduced, and by- 
what means it has been promoted ;— announced in a pub- 
Keatiou confefledly official^ with the accompaniment 



of arguments tending to re-kindle- the flames of party ' 
difcord ; and thereby clearly evincing the policy that has 
fijT years back been preparing the nation for fuch argu- 
ments— whilft our great men are clandeftindy drawa 
over one by one, through the fecret fuggeftions of the 
Britiftiminifter; — thus with terror as the argument to 
the people, andfomething left oftcnfible, bdt hot lels ^ 
fdrctble, addreffed to the parliamentary leatders, aided 
by divifions ftudioufly kept up to prevent the different 
chiflks of thd community from conferring for the benefit 
of the whole, is a meafure involving every thfng that 
can be dear to a free people, propoied and forwarded j - 
whrift you are defired freely and calmly todifcufs its me- 
rits, and in 'the fame bi^ath commandtd to receive the 
great advantages it is to beftow. When infult has thus 
combined with treachery^ to rob you of your rights, 
and-the nation of its inaependence, it is, l repeat it, - 
far from matter of wondvf, that a momentary filence, 
th^ mixed refultof aftoniffiment andhorror,ftiouldbave 
on your|>art, fbcceeded the diiclolure of fb flagitious a < 
plan; but it is time that this ftupor Ihouldpafs away ;. 
add that th^ natural feelings of a juft indigoafion fliould 
Imvevent. Reinember, Ibefeechyou! that in a cafe 
of fuch perilous moment, not an inftant fliould be loft j 
the nation muft decide no w, or the queftion will be de- 
cided for it. It is true, the policy of the propofers, 
whilft it has announced the meafure, has withheld the 
conditions; and you are told, that to difcufs the quef- 
tion of Union, while you are ignorant of the terms, . 
is- to talk of you- know not what; that it is iri the true 
logic of our counntry, to come to the conclufion, with- 
out once^enquiring about the premifles ; the fliallownefs 
of thi^ artifice, is an additional infult; theframers of it 
are well aware, that when the meafure, with its detailed 
conditions, has come before parKament, your interfe- 
rence will be too late*— the filcnce of the people will be 
argued mto aoquiefcence*— at leaft, the general principle 
of Union will be held as conceded, and the ignorance 
of fpecific conditions, will then be mocked as an idle 
plea, perhaps by the very perfons who now urge it irr 
bar of deliberation— and with reafon, for admitting even 
that any conditions, morally fpeaking, could outweigh ■ 
the mifchiefs, how far are thole that* we may expeQ; . 
likely to be^avourable?^ Look to the critical jundure 
that h«s been feized for the propofal of th6 meafure^ 
and the anfwer prefents itfdf ;— in the moment of dif- 
traSioawe are called on to deliberate ; in the phrenzy 
of mutual exafperation, we are invited to confer ; un-^ 
der the prote^ion of Britifli troops we are fummoned 
to negociate a treaty with JBrittaa ; and does equity,. 
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tlien, c^eWand theaid of violent paffions to enforce Us 
'•claims? Is intimidation the ufual harbinger of ben ifi- 
"cence? That people furely fftiift be more fhanBceotian, 
that requires to be frightened orforcW into a juff fenfe 
of its obvious interefts. Prance indeed has had the 
Iflory of compelling the bleilings of liberty arid frater- 
nizing incorporation at the point of the bayonet. Can 
it be neceflafy to the happinefs of ihefe'couhfries that 

• fbe (hould bcdifturbed in that pre-eminence? The pa- 
' triotic fecretary fay«, yes. But ftill we are told, the terms 
' *iVf// be fa Vour?^bIc. Granted, for fake of argument, 

What tfien7 Againft terms the'moft favourable that 

• Britain can offer, I do not fcruple to proteft. Let not 
' your' horiefty and good fenfe, rfiy brother elc£tors, be 

hiade the dupes of Caftle chicane ; this, t afHrm, can- 
not be corifidereda qucftion of term^.; to reprefent it 
asiqch, has beci^ the little trick of thoife vvho, whilft 
they concealed tte terms, hoped to cajole yoti iritp inac^ 

• tion, and to keep back that ex predion of your will, vfhld). 
tlrqy well knew would be ruinbus to their caufe, L00I9 
to the glaring features of the meafure, and judge whe- 
ther any terms can correS their hideous and dilgoftiqg 
yeformity: The furrender of pur Parliament — the 

' confequent abdication^ of our national will-^— the en- 
creafed burden of taxation and debts^the extinftion 6( 
all refponfibility— the certain emigration of our gentry 

• -—the foreij;n education andconfeqijenteftrangenaent of 
bur youth— the influx of a new and overwhelniing id-^ 

' fluence, abforbing all the rewards of profeflional abiUty 
«nd exertion— our metropolis difpcopled— our wniverfity 
deferted— our p^-ofeiEons difgraced— and our people difr 
heartened, Thefe, I fay, are the effentiaj and inherent 
charaSers of this tremendous change ; and (hall we yet 
bear to betoldythajt this is aqueflionof terms? are thefe ef- 

-fe^s that I have enumeraied the neceflary refults of in 
Union ? If they be, fliall^we enquire what may be the 
terms that fliallhiodify natioi^tal ruin? But 
ftill we are told, that theextenfion of our commerce, 
and the eftabfi(hment of our tranquillity, will operate 
in countcraftion, or at leaft, in compeofttion of 
thefe evils? That fuch evils are beyond^ the reach of 
compenfation is too plain for proof, and in the predifiH- 
on of their counter- a€bton we will not furely feek an 
equivalent for the pofitive and immediate (acriiices vfc 
are called on to make. ®ut in what way are 6o*m- 
nierce aqd tranquilhty to flow from the projefled mea- 
fure ? Uo not the confeffions of all who are converfant 
in Irifh trade cfearjy evince that its ftate fince the efta» 

' bfiftment of Iriih inciependcnce ^has been eminently 

, profperous^iad progreffive* ? Do not the reafonings ar^d 

• In the Lord Chaoodlor's fpccch, on tlie motion made by ^ortl 
Moira in the Tn(h houfe of Lords, it is cxprcfsly aiTcrtcd, thai (luring 
■--ihc M twenty years '< there i* not a riRtion on the h.tbi:.t6'c globe, 
' "wbich ba^ advaucecl in cultivation smd commerce, in agriculture and 
in manufaflurcs, witb the lame rapidity.*' — Vide fpeccb publiOied 
by authority, P. 4; again in P. 45, fpcaking of the value of liaena 
•xpoftfd from Irebnd, even under the prcfTiire of the war, he llatti 
k to have been " from 1791 to 179$ inehifive, iT,<J6a,T5j," that is 
«* 2,2Co,ooooTer and a1)ove (he an>ount of it in the four torrcfpond- 
fng year* prior to the war ;** and the value of the export in 1 796, he 
llatcs to be vaftly greater '* than it ever had amounted to in any one 
ycar« fincc the iiucn manufaaure was Crd eilabliihed in Ireland ;" and 



decifions of our bed informed nmerchants evince tvith 
equal clearnefs that its profperity can receive no acceifi- 
01^ from what Great Britain can beftow ? Does not the 
father of Irifli trade, J that diftiriguifhed commoner, to 
whofe opinion the Irifti merchant (hould peculiarly look 
up with grateful revctence, does he not by his difin- 
terefted and peremptory rDjeSion of the proflFered 
benefits of the Union, declare in the ftrongeft 
terms his fenfe of its injury to Ireland? And are you 
then to be cajoled with the found of commercial gain ? 
As little will you be impofed on by the empty promife 
of national tranquillity ? Should even the meafure pafs 
without exciting national convulfion ; nay more, admit 
the poflibility that a projeQ, whereby all parties and de- 
fcriptions are tp be degraded, (hould produce a temporary 
calm, yet that it will be but the calm that precedes the 
tempeft, and ,which will ultimately explode in violent 
divulfion of the fifter kingdoms— every intelligent and 
honeft man amongft us mud fee and deplore ! In the 
difguftof the loyalift, and the exultation of the traitor^ 
already too vifible, we may difcera this calamitous iffue. 
In the hafure of the cafe, s/tke nathnfiall be tricked mtt 
4>J Hi Indfpehdencej ht muft difcern it as a neceffary c6n*. 
&quente;.and in this lights peculiarly it is, that asfub- 
je^s breathing the'warmeft fe*itimcms of loyal aflfe£tiort 
to our gracious Sovereign, and ready, as you have lately 
proved, to lay dovvn your fives* in fupport of the prefent 
x^nilitutic^al connexion with Great Britain, you are 
moil powerfully called on to refill the prefent meafiireas 
deftrnSive to the intcreft of Ireland atid the empire. 
You fee then that to hold out tranquillity and commerce 
in exchange for our independence and increaiing prof- 
perity, is but a mockery of the nation: It is to offer 
what is at beft but uncertain and. fpeculative and remote^ 
in place of what iscertain and praQical and immediate— 
ft is to oflFer what, if certain and immediate^ would not 
prov^ ajbi c;quivalertt-^It is to offer as neceflfarily con- 
laeSed with an Union, what iabut incidental to it, in at 
miich ai no one expedient can fafely be adopted for the 
accomplilhment of either obje£k in the event of an 
Union, that may not with equal fafety be reforted to 
without it. But above all, it is to offer, that as the ef- 
ftfiof an' Union, the very reverfe of which is to be 
dreaded as its natural refuit. And is it, after all tbisj 
pretended that you have not fafficient data ^hereon to 
ground your decifions? to fnch fophiftry, I hayc no 
doubt, it is in a good meafure to be attributed, that thofe 
decifiotis have been hitherto withheld; but its impofiti- 
ohs are too manifcft longer to mtflead your judgment* 
You will not difgface the chara£terifi:ic fagacity of your 
xounty, by aiiou ing men, whofe underilanc/ings are in- 



acain in p^ ^7, fpcaktng of the trade of the kingdon), he ft*ite» fronx 
omcial dociimcjits " that on a comparitJvc view of ifie trade of trc» 
land, exports and import^, during eight years, ending al Lady day 
1797, ^ere 4S an accruing: balance in be^ fa\'Oar of more than 
6j,54o,c>col.^ ahd the encreafe of her ^onnags has been 17,872 t|in4^ 

in tJie fame period 4 " this is the conntry,** his JLord.liip properly 
adds, «' that 15 to be rcprcfcntc<las fmkitfg under the NVcig*tit of mi/-" 
government! This is the country uhich the Sovereign i^torcfcue 
trom impenuiog ruin,only by a radical parliamentary reform I" 
X ft can be fcarcely neccflar / to meniiou that the Speaker is the 

tAiiaciit character here alluded'to. 
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ferlor lo ymir 6wn> to deft-aud you of yout elcSoraj 
tight by the mipiident pretence that ihe^^tercife of it is 
loo early, until it (hall be to6 late. No, tny fello^ir elec- 
tors, yoii are as little in clanger /rom the weaknefs that 
wou'd expofe your deareft privileges to To barefaced a 
pilfer, as from the wickednefs that would abdicate them 
by a deliberate and voluntary furrender. , Let me then 
entreat you inftantly t6 fnatchthe opportunity of enter- 
ing through the medium of your repfefentativei a nati- 
onal proteft againfl fhis ruinous meafure* Remember 
that if you do not feize the prefcnt ocoafton of comipu- 
nicating with your parliament, you thereby as far as in 
YOU lies determine that you 'never fliali have ^another. 
Remember alfo, that this is above all qu^ftions that^can 
be- made the fubjeSs of parliamentary deliberation, pe- 
culiarly a queftion of the people. The pov(rers of parHa* 
ment.it is not neceffary to dlfcuft. Tt fcruttnizc them 
with theoretical feveri^y in cafes of t)rdtniry mo- 
ment is unbecoming; in the prefent cafe it would be 
fuperfluous. That they have fome limit is certain. 
The point beyond which they temnot pafs the plain 
principles of th^ conftitution, and the ordinary fug- 
geftions of common fenfe manifeftly define. The om- 
nipotence of the parliament d^Ing ^Mn the gnhi lines 
vf the conjlituthn^ every loyil fubje^ muft be refolute 
tomaintam, but the magic of that wdrd cannoC change 
a tfuff into a property ; cannot transform freemen into 
baves ; and a parliament, that {n a ^natter affe^ng its 
own exigence, and the eftablHhed rifphts of a free peo'r 
pie, (hould decide upon their furrender, without, the 
clear jmd unbiaffed expreffion of national confent^ muft 
be deeply refponfible tor the cdnfequences of a violated 
conftitution. On this ground it is peculiarly pro- 
per, as well as neceffary, that the fentiments of 
the great conflituent body of the ntifion Aould 
be explicitly announced. On other bccafions parlia- 
ment might i\cemy or aflFe£k to deem, your inter* 
ference obtrufive. If partial, they might plead, that 
althoiigh appointed as local delegates, they become uni- 
verfal truftees; even when jgenettl they might con- 
tend, that though deriving tl»cir' powers from you, they 
are conftituted not the refponfive org^rts of your will^ 
bat the difcretionary giiardians of your interefls. Nay, 
I admit this lo be juft, when they take their ftend upon 
the ground of the conftitution, and would maintain its 
ancient buTwarks againft the impetus of popular inno- 
vation ; but in the prefent cafe in which^our old confti- 
tution -is to be relinquished, in whtch the very effence 
of the folemntruft t^pofedin-thereprefentative body is 
to be annihilated, you not only have a i*i^ht to fpeak 
your determination, but in ftrif^nefs, unlefs you do, 
no conftiiotbnaj dccifipncan be had. Beware, then^ 
how your filence (hall be interpreted ; it fuiely, in a 
cafe like the prefent, with good reafon, will be held a 
language expreflive and peremptory. ' Already have 
feme bodies exerjcifed their conftitutional rights, and 
others are procejsding to do fo. In the infUufilions of 
the city and county of Dublin, and thofe of the Uni- 
verfity to their reprefentatives, in the declarations of 
that learned and public fpirited body, thelrifh Bar^ as 
well as of the liberal and enlightened merchants and 
bankers of the metropolis, the feelings of national dig- 
nity and fubdantial patriotifm have been powerfully cx- 
preffed. Shall we fay, that ibefe bodiy jire lUW in- 
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tereBed In the queftion than the nation at large ? t\\\t 
has been infinuafed.by thofe whofe intereft it i« to war 
with truth on the prefent momentous fubjeS. The 
motives of this infinuation it isldifficult to mifunden. 
ftand, but the foljy of it is not kfs confpicuous than its 
malice. To fuppofe that the great profefliohs of the 
country .fliould decay— ^that its Univerfity ftiould droop 
—that the merchants of the metropolis fliould decline-^ 
and that the metropolis itfelf, and its vicinity, fliould 
wafte away — and that the kingjora at large (hould ex- 
perience no fenfible injury from all thif, is lo fuppoAs 
what is diredly abfurd. To infinuate that other trading 
towns ftiali rile upon the downfall of the capital, and 
thence to urge to them the advantage of the meafure, h 
an infulf) at the fame time, to their uriderftanding and 
their morals. Common fenfe rejeQs the notion— that 
to impoverifti one part of a country wiH enrich the 
reft ; and common honefty rejeSs the lure, that would 
fet up the feeling of a fordid felfi(hnefs againft the pub- 
lic weal. Admitting then, even that a regard to their 
local interefts could have folely influenced the decifions 
of the great bodies of the metropolis and its vicinity, 
would it be wife, or bonoQrable, on that ground to re* 
je^ their example, conneSed as their interefls muft b^ 
with thofe of the nation ? But thefe bodies have not 
been led by local confiderations on thia momentous 
queflionj they know full well, that in a general refult "» 
ot encreafed profperity, (if fuch were to be ilie-tronre- 

Jiuence of an Union)they muft eventually participate in 
ul) proportion. The riches and comforts of a ftate 
cannot long remain accumulated In one part of a coun- 
try ; but like the waters which femlizo the foil, will 
fall through the lower grounds, until they have* found 
their level, by general diffufion. No : the views of 
thofe infurmed bodies are not to be circumfbribed by 
the narrow limits which the habitual meannefs of cat- 
tle fycophancy fo well ufed to adjuft to its own grovel- 
ing pqrfuits, prefumes toprefcribeto them hi the pre- 
lent inftance;— they have come for\vard on this> as they 
liave done on ft)rmer occafions, with promptnefs, from 
the nature of the cafe. At the fource and fountain 
head of public intelligence: ; excrcifed in habits of re- 
flexion ; from numerous coqcourfe, and frequent colli- 
fion, continually employed in the difcufiirm of public con- 
cerns ; aQing in a (bene of conftant afitfvity and exer- 
tion; the proceedings of government daihyand hourly paf- 
fing before their eyes, and fubraitted, as it werc,to4heir 
immediate infpef^ion andanimadverfion, it is not won- 
derful that the'refidenu of the capital, and its vicinity, 
ftiould have been the firft to debate and decide on this 
important quefHon. I^et me a(k, is this tlw (ipglecafe 
in which the- metropolis has taken the lead^ Look to 
the eftabiifhmcHt of the never to be forgotten volunteer 
army of Ireland; looJc to other public and great occa- ' 
fions. Was it the corrupt and local views oi the gen- 
tlemen of the bar, and of the mefchai)is and inhabi- 
tants of Dublin, and its neighbourhood, that led therri 
at the moment of national danger, to fling up all their 
domeftic enjoyments, and encountering all thehard(hip 
of military fervtce, to fet the example of a yeoman 
inftitution, to which alone we are at this moment in- 
debted for our exiftence as a people. Look to every 
nation, and fee whether fhc metropolis is not the iirft 
to take the alarm on every puWic dock. See whether 
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It has not ufualty fct the example of public fpirit^^ anrf 
whether its vigilance has not ufually proved thefafe- 
guardof national freedom. But to the example of thcfe 
hodies that have openly deliberated on the queftion of 
Union, the fingular and novel fituation of this country 
at the prcfentday, attaches a peculiar value. A vifible 
proof has been hereby exhibited, that there no longer 
exifts an obftacle to the conftitutional meetings of the 
people. I am welt aware, that in thole diftriSs of the 
kingdom in which military law has been enforced, (and 
ilrangcK)fay, in fome parts, trials by court-martial db 
at.this moment prevail) it has been generally believed, 
that all aflTembUes of the people, convened even in their 
ele6loral capacity^, and for conftitutional objeQs, are 
fubjeded to the conyrfl of military power ; ami to 
^fhis ftrange notioji^j^ned to an equally ftrange mif- 
Gonccption of jM0onvenUon a£b, I have little doubt 
that the filenbSi^f many counties is, in fome degree to 
bermputed. Yes, my brother ele6bors, from the er- 
roneous opinipn on this head, wWch fome have taken 
no fmall pains to encourage,, do the partizans of the 
miiiifter expeft their principal advantage, from yotir 
panic, and your mifapprehenfions albne do they fiope 
fuccefs ; but the array of military force cannot face 
down t^e eonfiltutibn. While that lads no power can 
ivreft from you the privilege of meeting to reftrift thofe 
whom you have appointed your parliatiicntary guardi- 
ans. Milkary jurifdiSion interferes not with yotIr elcq- 
toratrigHts,,it neither can, nor dare; and the couven- 
Hon bJU, as appears both from the expre(s declaration 
of Lord Clare, and from the words of the bill 
itfelf> whild it guards againff unlawful afTembliei of 
^eUgatfd bodies undermining and ufurping the po^vers 
of parliamenr, mod carefully and expliehly provides, 
. that the antient and undoubted right of petition and re- 
jnonflrance, ihould remain unimpaired— but if any ht 
yet fo cautious, or rather fo timid, as to feek ftillfariher 
£itisfa<Slion, on this head, it is now furnifhed by the ac- 
tual cxercife of that right, without difturbance or cb- 
j^6^ion, under the very eye of the fupren^ civil and 
military power. One difficulty, t am aware, yet re- 
mains to impede your colle6klve deliberations— the (he- 
rifF of a county may be bafe enough to refufe complf- 
ance with the willies of the EleQors ; that this treach- 
erous abufe of the authority of this officer, has already 
been employed in fome cafes, to defeat the \hone(l in- 
teniipns^of the freeholdtr, there is reafon to believe- 
but need I remind you, that his authority has no legal 
controul over the exercifc of your undoubted right to 
afl^mble in your counties, for the purpofeof inftrufling 
your reprefentatives. This right depends not for its 
exertion, on the permiflTion of any officer whom the 
crown appoints. One word more, and I have done— 
when you aflemble to deliberate, let me remind you 
that the magnitude of the queftion demands from you 
the moft ferious and tempejate demeanour— the dignity 
and fiimnefs of your proceedings, will,. I truft, be fuch 
as to filence the moft unblulhing calumniators of liberty 
—let the glorious caufe of national independence, which 
fummons you to difcufllon, animate you with fenti- 
ments truly worthy of it— tumult and trepidatiorv would 
iH befit a nation demanding its rights — paffion, like ma- 



ler^eace, isthechifd of wealnel^— in a great people, 
knowing their power tobccommenfurate totheir rightf^ 
it can have noplace — Speak, then, with ca|mnefs, but 
with decifion, and corruption will (brink from the 
found— Speak, and you muft be heard ! 

A FELLOWwELECTOR^ 



To the INHABITANTS of tfas CITY. 

FELLOW-CITrZENS,. 

jCjlS it is now certainty known that the meafure of 
incorporating this kingdom with Great Britain, will this 
day be either diredly or incidentally fubmittedto parlia- 
ment> we hold ourfelves bound, as friends to good order, 
and enemies to this meafure, to imf^refson the publict 
the impropriety of violence or commotion. Let not the 
phrenzy of refentment, or the giddinefs of fudden feeK 
ing, prompt to any aft, which may tend to overawe the 
deliberations of parliament, or give a reafon for iiitro- 
ducihg a military force, to proteft the reprefentatiye 
body from the, people. If there exifts a confpiracy 
againft the independence of the legiflature of this king- 
dom, lettheconfpirators find no precedent, in the mis- 
taken zeal of Irlflimen. Be not deceived into the opi- 
nion that one vote can be influenced againft the meafure^ 
by popular difturbance. No \ But the fury of a mob 
may furnifhim argument to thofe who can in no other 
way, than "by the' pretence of lefifting it affeainde- 
pendeitce. Firm and confcientious men may be forced 
hy popular threats to incline againft tlTe popular caufe, 
and to thofe who arc felfe apd defigning, the merit of 
pppofing tuniult, may afford a plaufible excufe for their 
^cottdttd. Never yet did a riotous affembly ferve the 
eaufe for which it was colleded ; but it frequently gave 
a pretext to the governing power, toftrengthen its hands, 
and enforce its meafures^— Let the example of Scotland 
tea warning to us— The people of Edinburgh rofe in 
all their power againft the parliament. Hidory relates 
the event—" The privy council iflued o proclamation 
againft riots-^commanding all perfons to retire from fhfe 
flreets, whenever the ^rum ihould bear, ordering the 
gt»ards io fire upon thofe who fliould difobey this 
command, and indemnifying them from all profecution* 
for maiming and flaying the fubjeS."* 

Let us remind you, that great and dreadfiilas the ca- 
lamity is, with which you are threatened, it is yet but a 
V profpefi— It may, and tjre truft wilf, be prevented by 
that powerful band of patriotic legiflators, who, we 
know, are ready to refift this dtiring and infolent at- 
tack on the conftitution of our country*. That the ex* 
trtions or thofe men— that the general indignation 
which it is now apparent the whole country entertains, 
and which has been in fo many inftances, already de- 
clared againft the meafure, in a conftitutional way— -will 
ultimately defeat the attempt,^and overwhelm its authors 
in everlafting infamy-*-we have no doubt, provided the 
public opinion continues to declare itfelf in the fame 
bold, yet conftitutional, the fame manly and firro^. 
tho' pacific and orderly manner, in which it has hitherta 
fpoken«. 

* Smollet— vol. a. — p,9*^ ^ 
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TO T>JE 
EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. . 

Nulli f a s fab jiiogcre gentcm. . 



ViRO. JENErD.' 



Gentlemen,, 



JMPPLLED by the energy of that re'ntinient wWch 

every man mttft feel when he beheves that his bed inte* 

refts, always infeperably conncSed with the freedom and 

independence of his country, .are about tabe difpofed of 

for evet^I cannot help folici ting peripiflion thrbugh your 

ptibIicatiV>n tofubmit to n»y countrymen, feme thoughts 

on the great fubjcQ which now occupies, I may foy^ 

agonizes^ the mind. of the Irifti puMic. - The fubjeS of 

a fe^4fliciive Union with Great Britain, has been, treated 

in many- diflFerent points of view, by the ingenious oor- 

refpoudcnis of your paper, as well as by that hoft of 

■writers, whd,. on this agitating meafurej have given their 

thotjghts to the puWic. ^ Wit^has redicufcdaod dedama.- 

tion inveighed againft it ; eloquence has exhattfted aN 

m^ftom M^ developing ibe-q^lamiyes ^ whic(t it ^niift 

be followed ; awdihe pride, the paffions^ the indignation 

of thtf country, have sifen to repel the indig;nify of' the 

meafure. Every topic wifich could ftirnilh an argu*- 

ment ^gainft it has been reforted to and many of them 

have been exhaufted, while that,- which in my mind, 

aflFords the beft ground on which reafon can take her 

ftand againft it,vhas been adverted to but with- a cafuaJ 

• glance. I mean its inoompatibility with-the conftitotion 

of the country, and the incompetence of any legiflation 

■without the ex prefs confcnt of the nation^ to eflFed it.— 

« fVho jbMll dijpoje of the kingdom of Irgland /'* " Who 

Ad/ a R I G H T to abolijb its indfp€nden€€-^ti) annul its c$h- 

Jtitution — andtofuhmit the pro^ty^ liberty ^ andJives of its 

people to the abfolute dominion ofamther country?^ 

Thefe sire queftions which Iconceive have not yet been 

ftiily difcuffed, though their importance one might think 

would have obtained for them thafirft place in the^pub- 

lie mind. They are not the queftions of party; th^ 

relate not to little meafures of finance, of regulation, 

or of commerce; they are queftions which ffot«r concern 

the very exiftence of Ireland ; and relate to a meafure, 

which, like the imroenfity of fpace, or the. infinity of 

duration, comprehends, within its capacious womb, 

every obje£k that caniotereft a people, or affeft the in- 

tereft and happinefs of individuals*. They are queftions 

vihich muft be confiijered now or never ; for if the 

prefent moment be fuffered to pafs away^ the iapfe of 



future ages may not prefent another opportunity tocon-s 
fiderthem: To oay it is public virtue todifcufs^ 
them— To-morrow the difcuflion may beT(iEA-^ 
apN; and the iqfamy and penalties of rebellion, 
will await that tardy virtue which if ducerted in time,^ 
would have enAired the gratitude and admiration of pof- 
terity.. 

At fuch a moment ai this every man fliduldthr^w his 
mite of intellea into thepublic ftock. I ftiall therefore^ 
difcharge my duty by fubmitting to my countrymen tho 
two following •propofiticns, which if I ^im not deceived, ♦ 
arfmit of demon ftratipn as complete^ as any moral pro- 
ppCtion is capable of receiving. I'fay then, firft, That 
the meafure of arlegtflative Union, in fi^h terms as we 
are taught to-e»peft,.wouW be a-furrender of theconfti- 
tution';-and confequently, - of the liberty^ and indepen- 
dence of thiscountfy ;— and fecondly. That the parlia- 
liament of Ireland >xill btguihy of an nQ of ufurpation, • 
vif they aflume a power to enad:fuch an Union without 
the exprefs confent of the ptopfe of Ireland. 

The dangerous and dark principles which the abftrad 
i^^hts of man afford tne, might make the proof of thefo 
propofitions a matter ^f great facility ; but I rejefi them ; ^ 
I4hall refort to no principles which have not been re- 
e#^niz«d by the Britifli conftitutiofi, and incWcated by 
thofe illuftrioys men who have devcfoped and explained 
it4 I diftard the levelling and revolutionary princi- 
ples of the French fyftcm, and difclaim as anconftitu- 
tipnal and unM^y^every principle which would inveft th« - 
mob with fupreme power. 

Aa Union then, I fay, would be a furrender of the 
cpnftitution. ' T^o examine this propofttion, it is neceC. 
fifry we fliould confider, firft^ what is meant by " Confti- 
tution," and particularly the conftitution of this coun- 
try ;•— and in thefecond place, what is meant by.a ^* Lew 
giflative Union." — Conftitution, then,.when uftd in ^ ' 
political fenfe, I underftand, to mean ^* that fyftem of 
primitive or fundamental principles according to wliich 
the frame of the refpeSrve government was firft formed, . 
and by which it muft continue to be regulated"— *By the 
" Britifli conftitution, which is alfo tlwt of Ifeland; I 
metn*that' fyftem of primitive or fundamental princt-- 
pies on which our government is formed, and accord- - 
ing to which, fo long, as our conftitution lafts, it muft |)e 
conduced." Thus it is not this or thar particular law, 
nor any certain -number of laws, nor all theJaw^ on the 
ftat^Jte books which form the conftitution; for if it was 
any, or a certain number, or all of thefe which form it, 
then the repeal of that particular ftatute^ or the repeal of 
, any of that certain number of ftatutes, or the repeal or 
enadion of any ftatute, would be an alteration, if not 
an abolition of the' conftitution ittfelf. But it is evident ^ 
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^tHtnoTiich repeaX&c. 15 confiHered as a change of the 
conftitiition; it mud, therefore, be the original principles 
on which the common law refts ; thofe principles which 
govern the legiflature in the enaQion of ev^ry ftatute ; 
thofe principle.^, in a word, on which the legiflature itfelf 
is framed; 4t muft be thofe that form the conftitution. 
Thus, if by miftake or undue influence, the legiflature 
-could be -pcrfnaded loenaft a law inconfiftent with any 
of thefe firft principles, that law would be unconftituti- 
onal ; fuch, for inflance, would be a law empowering his 
Majefty or his mintfter to take the property of the fub- 
:je&y or to confine his perfon, or to difpofi of his life, 
. atrhjs^will andi p1«afure. Thus, alfo, if the legiflature, of 
itsowa>flLiihortty, ftiould abolifli the monarchy, ihego^ 
'Vernment which they fliould eftablifti in its place, would 
« be unconftitutional : Such for inftance, was the protcQo- 
rate of Cromwell. 

. What then, arc thofe premature and fundamental 
principles? The civil and political hberty of the fub- 
jeft, I conceive tobe thefirft and chief It includes the 
right of thefubjefitto be bound by no laws but thofe to 



of the Irifli people; let us now fee whit Is meant b^ 
a legiflative Union with Great Britain, 

An Union then means, that two of thofe three 
branches of the coniirtutional legiflatiire fliall be abo- 
liftied forever; that there fliall never' be, hereafter, an 
Irifti Houfe of Peers, or an Irifli Houfe of Commons ; 
and that the people of Ireland (hall, henceforward, be 
governed by the King, and Parliament of Great Bri* 
tain, encreafed by the addition of a fewHPeers and 
Commoners fcnt from Ireland. Of thefe Irifti reprefen* 
tatives, the number mufl be fuch as to bear a very fmall 
proportion to the Peers or Commons of Great Britain ^ 
of courfe they nroft, in aH cafes, be tYtiable to procure 
theenafiion of anymeafure w hit h they may think be- 
neficial to Ireland, or to prevent the enaSion of any 
meafure which they may know to^be injurious to its in* 
tereft, or deftruQive of its rights. 

I fay, therefore^ that an Union furrenders this greftt 
and vital principle of the conftitution ; that the people 
of Ireland ftiall be governed by a King, and twohoufet 
of Parliament; the one cOnfifting of irifli Peers, the 



which he aflents, either exprefely by the reprefentative -ether of Irifti Commoners. 1 fay, alfo, that by giving 



-whom he eleSs, or virtually by the reprefentative who is 
I chofen by that defcription of hts countrymen which the 
law conflders maft likely to make a wife choice for the 
general good. This too, includes the political indepen- 
dence of the ^te ; for if the ftate were dependent on 
another power, then this right of the fubjeS to be bound 
by no laws but thofe to which he aflented either exprefsly 
or virtually, as above, could not exift. He would h6 
bound by laws made neither by him, nor his reprefenta- 
tive, nor the reprefentative of any defcriptioft of his 
countrymen, but* by that paramount ftate. A country 
thus fubordinflte or dependent on another ^mot be 
faid to have any conftitution : America had none before 
the aflertion of her independence— Ireland had none 
while flie was bound by Briiifltftatutcs. 

Subordinate to this firft great principle of theconfti- 
;tution, and calculated to give it permanency and effeft, 



upthisconftitutional modeof government, it fubjugatcg 
Ireland to the abfolute and uncontroulable dominion oif 
the Britifti Parliament. But when one country is fub«> 
je£k to the abfolute and uncontioulable power of another 
country, it ceafes to be free or independent ; its ciifr 
xens no longer enjoy civil or political liberty ; the peo*« 
pie of Ireland, therefore, in icafe they fu'bmit to an 
Union, will immediately ceafe to be governed bylaws 
to which they have either actually, or virtually con fent- 
ed by their reprefentatives ; they will ceafe to enjoy ci- 
vil or political liberty ; and therefore, an Union, I fay, 
is a complete furrcnder of the conftitution of Ireland, 
inafmuch as it furrenders tlte two great principles of 
which that conftitution confifts. « 

I conceive I have thus fully eftabliflied, th^fiiftof 
the propofitions which I undertook to prove, namely, 
that an Union would be a complete furrendcr of the con* 

is another, namely, that the Tupreme power of the ftate ftitution, and confequently, of the liberty and indepen- 

ihall refide in a legiflative body confifting of three mem- ' ~~ 

bers— the chief executive magiftrate, a houfe of peers 

created by him, and a houfe of reprefenfatives chofen 

by the people, or a certain dcfcripiion of them. 

That thtfe are radical principles of the conftittition, 

»I might cite innumerable authorities to fliew, but as I 

•believe they will not be controverted, it would be an 

•idle parade to prove them by reference. Suppofing, 

-therefore, until the contrary be proved, which 1 am 

'Convinced, cannot be done, that the conftitution is f«ch 



denceof the country. But two objedions are made to 
this proof. Firft, that though Ireland, in cafe of an 
Union, would lofe the form of her conftitution, yet ftie 
would retain the fubflantial benefits of rt; for flie 
would be reprefented in the Briiifti Parliament, and 
would enjoy all the freedom, civil and political, that 
would be enjoyed by Great Britain, herfelf. I anfwer, 
it is a fallacy. Firft, Ireland's being reprefented in the 
Britffh Parliament, would be perft-Qly immaterial-*' Ae 
would derive no benefit, whatfoever, from that repre- 
fentation ; becaufe, though her reprefentatives were 
pcrftdly virtuous, and entirely unanimous on every 
queftion, yet the paucity of their members, would ren- 



as I have defcribed it, and that it depends on the two 
great principles, the civil and political liberty of the 
peopte, including the right of felf-government, and 

jiational independence ; and alfo, on the difpofition of der any <jiieftion or vote of their*s for Ireland, ntiga- 
the fupreme power among the three branches of the le- tory; and as to this country enjoying the fame freedom 
-giflature, namely, a King, and two Houfes of Parlia- and privileged as England, I fay it is neither crrMm, n^ 
ment; the one confifting of Irifti Peers, the other con- Iike^y^ nor," I will add, pofftble^ that ftie ftioold do fo. 
•Tilling of members returned by certain gualified dafles It is not certain, becaufe the united legiflature might 
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Xf ibey ftioul3 tliinlc it for the l)e;iefit of the empire at 
1arge> deprive this particular part of it of many privi- 
leges which they reft of the empire Ihoald continue* to 
enjoy. They might eftablifti univerfalfy the mode of 
trial now cftnbliflied in the difturbed counties; that is, 
repeal the trial by jury. They might repeal, a3 to this 
^country, the Habeas Corpus AS; or, under different 
pretences, perpetuate the fufpenfion of it from year to 
year, it k not /ikefy that Ireland would enjoy the fame ^ 
freedom, becaufe being completely under the dominion 
of Great Britain, it is highly probable, ^he latter would 
aS then towards her in the fame way, and on the fame 
principles, as Ihe has heretofore done ; but heretofore, it 
has undeniably been the policy of Great Britain to re- 
ftrain the liberty, to cramp the commerce, and to nar- 
row the conftitutional privileges of this country. If [t 
be faid, ihe formerly did fo from fear of a feparation, 
fhould Ireland become too powerfiul, but that ftie would 
do fo no* longer, becaufe the incorporation of the two 
countries would render a feparation impraSicable ; I 
anfwer-*the argument is founded on a falfe afliimption ; 
for the legiflative incorporation would not n}ake a fepa- 
ration imprafticable; becaufe, ift» the great body of 
the Irilh people would, notwithftanding an Union, pre- 
ferve their diftmft religion, their prefent habits of life, 
Und thinking, their prefent love for freedom, their 
longing for political power and independence. 2d, therr 
infular fituation, and local feparation from Grdat Bri- 
tain, would then, becaufe It muft «;^r^ Continue to fug- 
geft a defire and ambition of feparate and independent 
governmenr* 3H, the enemies of Great Britain would 
then, as they will evc^, continue, as at prefent, to urge 
Ireland to feparation. And 4th, if the wealth of the 
country encreafed, it would furniih new means to efFe6t 
a feparation \ if the country became poorer, its po- 
verty would be a goad to revolt. Whh regard to the 
fubftantial benefits of the Britifh cohftitulion, it is> 
therefore, neither certain, nor likely, that Ireland 
Would enjoy them equally with Great Britain, after an 
Umon— and with refpcQ to political freedom, it is not 
poflible, in cafe of an Union, that Ireland fhould enjoy 
it; for having given up her feparate exiftencc, and fub- 
mittcd to the will of another country, her political free* 
dom would be an impoffibility* As well might it be 
faid, that the different portions of Poland, which have 
been meted out to the fcveral Continental powers, pof- 
fefs the fame degree of freedom as the refpeftive Coun- 
tries with whidi they have become incorporated. 

By an Union, then, countrymen, the cdhftitution of 
Ireland is gone for ever* The conftitution gone ! 
What then, countrymen, have we been fighting for? 
For what have we met our deluded fellow-countrymen 
in arms ? Why have we fattened the fields of. Wex- 
ford, and of Wicklowj and of Kilda^^, with the blood 
of Irifhmcn? Was it that when we had fecured' to 
Ireland that conftitution under which we had profpered 
and been happy, we (hould carry it on the point of our 
fwords to the foot of the BrUifli minifter, and there re* 



fign It forever? Why didwe extort a conftitution from thft 
Weak and reluQanthandof dominating Britain in82? W?.* 
it that after having played with it for a year or two, we 
(houldgive it up without a ftrugglc, and return to a ftate 
ftill more^ignominious than that from which we emerg- 
ed ? Shall we be the only nation in the hiftory of the 
earth, who, poflefTing freedom and independence, en- 
larged commerce, improving agriculture, and a muhi- 
plied population, (hall refign freely, and without ne- 
ceflity, all thefe invaluable bleffings into the hands of 
another, and I will add, a rival nation; and fay to 
^them-*-** here we are, take us and ours-«-we pretend 
150 longer to govern ourfelves-*'you are wifer, and more 
virtuous than we-*give us only food to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on, and we willfcrve youP No! It can- 
not, it will not be*--^it is not in human nature. The na- 
tion of heroes, who, in 82, raifed itfelf by a prodigy 
of valour and wifdom into thenotide and admiration of 
the world, will not in 99, again precipitate itfelf into vo- 
luntary difbonour, and blacken the page of hiftory with 
the y?r/? example of a voluntary and untempted fur- 
render of the imperial privileges of freedom and inde- 
pendence—a fqrrender of them by one nation to an^ 
other, from whofe weaknefs they had been wrefted, ani 
who was unable to revoke them. 

(To be continued.) 



to Tft-B 

EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



A 



tStHTTLEMEN, 



_ ^ COUNTRY Correspondent of mine, has fent 
me a copy of the following very curious DREAM> 
which, if you think proper, you are at liberty to pub*- 
(h in your periodical paper. 

t am. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Siervant, 

CAMILLUS^ 



I 



DREAKJT I was in Norway, artd that I law' there 
a groupe of men in worn and tattered apparel, but 
who from their deportment, feemed as if they had 
feen better days. I (jueftioned one of them, and was 
infornded they were emigrant French nobility ; the per- 
fon I fpoke to was the Duke of Richlieu ; htf.faid, that 
he and his eompanions bore their misfortunes with for- 
titude, from a confcioufnefs that they had nQeA accord- 
ing to the diSates of honor, and in fupport of the an- 
cient conftitution of their country. 

While wc were converfing to^eth^r, we beheld av^f- 
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frt crowded with paflengers, which approached the 
ihore ; we ran to fee what unfortunate perfons they, 
might be, who thus fought an afylum in this dreary 
country ;-F-when they difenobarked,' I fancied I could. 
4ifccrn fome traces of features I had fomewbere feen be- 
fore, but quite aUered by misfortune and want ;. Rich- 
licu, with that politenefs ever peculiar to Frenchmen,, 
\yelcomed the paffengerson fhore; and with eafy, tho' 
no way cfFcnfive importuniiy, fought to know who they 
were, and whence they came ; one of them, on behalf 
of the reft, ftept forward and faid. Sir,, we are part of 
the nobility of Barataria,. we all poflefled great, eftates 
in that delightful country, and our anceftors handed 
down toys therein, a conftituiion free and independent. 
Our country was bound in alliance offenfive and defen- 
five, witha contiguous powerful nation, to whofe ag- 
grandizement (hp chearfully cpmributeJ both her blood 
and treafufe ; the friendly intercourfe between the two 
countries had continued for ages pad, and was likely to 
continue for agjes to come f and would have done fo, had 
not the Grand Vifirof the nation with whom we were 
in alliance, fatally difturbed the repofc and connefiUon 
©f the two coi^niries ; he was a man of infatiable am- 
bition, and pofllfling the unbounded confidence of the 
Suhan hismafter, he formed projefb the moft extraor- 
dinary and chimerical, which neither difappointment, 
difcomfitufe^. or apparent impraOicability, c^uld induce 
him torelinquifli •, the confequences were fuch as might 
be naturally expeaed—a> great. derangement in the fi- 
nanpes of the Sultan ; the Vlfirdevifed various fchemes 
to recruit them ; but thefe all prowing inadequate,- he at 
lad, at a time when he was at aduat war with afl ttie 
neighbouring nations, deternfiined to ufe the troops and 
money of the Sultan, to compel Barataria, his only 
friend and ally, to furrender her wealth, conftitution, 
at\d independenqe, to his abfolute diredion anddifpofal. 
We then were moft of us at the court of riie Sukan, as 
many of us then had eftates in both countries ;- the Vi- 
Crfcnt for us, and explainedto us the nature of his plan, 
and defired our co-operation to accompliih it ;- we hefi- 
tated-^buthe had the means of quieting all our fcruples ; 
his promifes were liberal, and we bowed obedience to 
his with ; onour returrt to Barataria^ we found that fome 
difturbances had taken place there, which had been fo- 
mented by the emiflaries of the Vifir, but tranquillity 
- had l^en reftored ; this was thought to bethe favorable 
moment to deprive our country of its conftitution and 
independence. To forward the views of the Vifir we 
repaired to our eftates and reprefented to our tenants 
and vaflalsy and thofe perfons living in their victnago,. 
the great advantages- and benefits, that would arife from 
an implicit obedience to the Vifir^s will; and we ftropg- 
ly recommended the furrender he required ; but we 
were mortified to find that they (couted us. with foorn^ 
and every where unanimoufly refolvedto fupport the in- 
dependence of Barataria ; we were, however, not dif- 
mayed ^ we thought if we could make a. majority of 



the Grand Council^, that the troops of the Vifir woulcf 
afterwards /ettlc the bufinefs ;— ^We carried the queftioni. 
--^And the fonsof Barataria feemed to fubmit to the de- 
gradation of their country ; but this was only a ftate o€ 
torpor ; it refembled a calm that precedes a ftorm ; and 
when we thought the nation buried in apathy — a tem- 
peft of indignation burfti forth, th^ conv^lftd the nation. 
from north to fouthy from eaft to weft; the people re- 
covered their freedom;, expelled us the country, and 
confifcated our eftates ;, we fled to the Sultanas court,, 
hoping to recive from the Grand ViTir, compenfation 
for our loflTesio Barataria, and the performance of hit 
other promifes : But alas ! Sir, how uncertain is hu^ 
man policy I and how fleeting is the power of courtiers I 
-»-Ere we arrived,, news had reached the court, of the 
difaftrous turn affairs had taken in Barataria, and the 
lofsof her alliance; which (b exafperatcd the populace, 
and occafioncrffuch a ferment rcuind the Sultanas palace, 
that to appeafe the tumult, he was obliged to fend them 
the Grand Vifir's head : but this was not all; in the pa^ 
roxyfm of their rage, they required that all thofe fhould 
be attainted as traitors, who were any way inftrumentt 
al in afTifting the Vifir in thefe projefls which occafion* 
ed the lofs of the alliance of Barataria ; in confequence 
we were driven from the dominions of the Sultan, and 
our property there confifcated. ^ We embarked on board 
the firfl fliip,. and met with a dreadful ftorm ; the fliip 
became unmanageable, and we were driven on thiscoaft • 
Alas ! Sir,, we are now unfoitunate emigrants likeyouri- 
felves,, and as brothers in adverfity weclainvyour friend- 
fliip. At thefe words Richlieu ftepped back, and witha 
Jook of anger, mixed with fcorn, faid : You our bro^ 
tbers !-^You emigrants like us !r— We difciaim you I— 
In nought you refemble us l-*-Your country had an an- 
cient, free conftitution, you confpired with .the Vifir of 
a^iother nation to (Jeftroy it ! Your endeavours were 
to overturn, not to fupport, the ancient order of things : 
By your own ftatement, your conduft- feems to have 
been corrupt and profligate in the extreme, and you 
were moft dtfervedly expelled from Barataria; go hide 
your difgrace in the mmoft receffes of the neighbour- 
ing foreft ! But do not dare, by your prefencc, to pol- 
lute the abode of honor, and the French emigrants. 
At- thefe words, I ftarted and awoke. W. Z. 



V. . 



EPIGRAM. 



w. 



HY fhould we exclaim that the times are lb bad h 
. Purfuing a querulous ftrain. 
When Erin gives up all the Rigiis that the had, ' 
What rigit. villi (he have to complain? 
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THE ANTI-UNION. 



PRIC£-SD. 



SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 1799. 



No. XIV. 



TO THE 



H/ 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNK)K. 

Cmtinued from our la fin 



LAVING, I hope, fucccfsfully attempted to prove, 
that a iegiflative Union with Great Britain would bo a 
furrenderof the cpnftitution of Ireland, Inow proceed 
to my iecond propofttion, which is, "That the parlia-. 
ment of Ireland will be guilty of ufurpation, if they af- 
fume^a pow^r to enafi fuch an Union, without the ex- - 
prcfs confent of the people." 

T6 prove the incompetency of the legidature to do 
an zQi which overturns and abolKbes-. the conflitution, . 
under which they are appointed, and which it is their 
dutv toadmiaiiler, it is neceflary only to prove that no 
iegiflature can have an abfolute and unlimited power; 
for if there be any limit to their authority^ they nnift 
of neceflitv be refirainedby that limitation from doing, 
any a6l which goes to the everfion of the confUtution 
vrhich gives them birth ;. becaufe it would be abAird and 
contradi£tion to fuppofe that ^ confiitution defigned fdr 
the pennanent government of a people, (houldgive.a 
power to a body appointed only to govern under and by 
that conftitution, tp deftroy the conftitution itfelf— one 
fVMght as eafily fuppofe a part to beigreater than the 
whole, as that a Iegiflature appointed to govern, according 
to a iixed constitution,, (hould ^ve. a power of abrogat*- 
ing the very power which gives, them .exigence. If 
there be any limitation,, then I fay, to the power of the 
Iegiflature, ihat limitation reftrains.them from repeaKng . 
or abrogating the parent conftitution. But I fay, it is 
abundantly clear as well as from the nature of what is 
called the fupreme power in every ftate, as from the 
peculiar nature of the Iegiflature under our conftitution,. 
lhat this limitation of the power of parliament does 
cxift. 

It is clear, firft, from the niture of the fupreme power 
in government ; for fupreme {>ower,. when applied to a 
governing or Iegiflative body,' muft mean ia the firft in- 
ftance, a recognized auihrity or right ViJUJ in 
them by the governed, or thofe wtho framed the govern* , 
ment. If fupreme power be underftood in any fcnfc diC- 
find from a recognized authority, or vefted rights it muft 
be meant ior force or mighty and becomes father exprel^ 
five of a phyfical than of a moral idea. If by the " Su-^ 
PREME Power," which is faid to refidefome where iti 
all governments, be meant a power that extends to ads 
of ail kinds whatever, uncontroulable by any fixed prin- 
ciple, moral right or duty, then there ceafes to be any 
folid diftinftion between legitimate government and the 
moft unjuft defpotifm or tyranny; becaufe there is 
nothing to rcftram the one or the other from a£ting o^ 
preflively, unjuftly, or tyrannically. If there be no pa- 
ramount principle^ right, or duty, to refbain the autho- 
rity or bind the power of a Iegiflative afTembly, the only 
dSEcriO^^betweea them and a Nero^ or a Caligula^ is a 



«/mrr/Vj/difFerence; the difference between wxf for inftanco^" 
zndfve hundred, and if it be true that the government 
of a muhitude of tyrants is more degrading and danger 
reus than that of a fingle one, the people of ihcicfi-ef^ 
countries are in a much worfe fituation than the inhabi- 
tants of Conflantiiwpl^ where the foverciga power re- 
fidesrin cne noan. It is plain, therefore, -that there is a 
limit to the fupreme power with which every govern- 
ment is- faid to be vcfled, and this limitation of the go- 
verning power is , recognized' by the writers on the law 
of nziuris as weH as thofe who have treated of govern* 
ment in a flate of fociety.. Thus Gum»£Ivl and in 
treating of this law of nature deduced as a eorollary this 
limitation of the fuprejme power of the ftate ** J^otandum 
porro^\eJl, Ijidod ab eodemjing^ propter qUemajJiflhuitur imperii 
urn, feu potejiat civility naturtUter et nectflkrio limi- 
tatur. Onme quippe medium fine fuo adapt anium efi^ 
ut nee ab eo ^fficiat nee eum exeedat . Adeoque manifefium 
eft quod in ordine ad konorem Dei Gentiumque omnium 
Jelicitatem, noi> poteft fimdari imperium quod jiis 
habeat hmq everteih)!/* * [Cumifcrland , i< lef^ibur 
naturafCofJ'e^arium 7th] that Is, " It is worthy of ob- 
fervaiion that every government or civil power is natu- 
rally and necejfarily limited by the end foF- which it is * 
inftituted ; for every mean ^ (hoitid be adapted to the 
end aimed at,-^fo that it fliould neither exceed- nor 'foil ' 
Ihort of it ; and therefore, it is manifeft that iif'ordef ^o ^ 
promote the glory and honour of Almighty Ood and the 
happintfs oi all nations, no kind of govemnsent can be 
eftablifhe^ which can have any right or pi>w#r to overturn -^ 
or defeat thefe great ends." 

The limitatioaof the Sovereign power is here fully 
and explicitly recogm'aed by a writer of high authority : 
The extent of that limitation he defcribes in a fubfe- 
quent paffage— ^* Nihil, ftys he, /////(thofe poflTefEhg the 
fupreme power of the ftate) vetitum eft, nifi^ne neceffa* 
rianf Domimor^m di^ifionem violent, qua Deofua,Aominib$if-' 
que aliis ajftgnantut ; neve ceteras le^es naturales evertant 
ad'quas confervandasipfafundantur ii quarum viribus tota 
debetur regnantiunrfecuritas ac-felicitas,^* (Cumberknd 
ibidem ;) that is, " They arc under no refh iSion, but ' 
that they fliall not violate the neceffary diftinSion of 
property by which what belongs to the Deity and- to 
men isrefpc£livelyafligned to each, and that they fliould' 
not contravene tbofe laws of nature, to preferve which 
they are inftituted, and on which the fccurjty and hap- 
pinefi even of thofe who govern depend.* Thofe,, then,/ 
whd pofTefs the fupreme power in a fhte have not a right 
to violate property, becaufe they were inftituted Tor the 
^rotedion of it, and they canndthave a power incon- 
fiftent with the end of their inftitutfon. But what pro- 
perty more valuable to man than his ri^bt^to liberty ? 
what property more valuable to a community than it's in- 
dependence? if there be none, then I fay it is proved 
that the fupreme power in any ftate cannot have a right 
or an authority to enzQt any law or to perform any a£l 
which goes to the violation of ffeS-pqJ^ti^al. Jii^tyyjjD^^ 
independence of the ftate which they govern, ^ow 
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if no loj^Iflaturc -can havet power to do thU, then 
the Irifli legiflature cannot do it : bot I have prov- 
ed I hey will do this if they prefome to agree to an Union 
>viihout jthc e:cpiers confent of the people* 

But there is another Hmitation to the fupreme power 
as appears by this author, wid that is, '* They cannot . 
abrogate or contravene any of the laws of nature which 
government 48 inftitirted to enforce and proteS." Now, 
Ifl(k,:moft not every government be founded to pre- 
ferve to the community they govern the rights -of li- 
iberty and property, fo far as thefe can be enjoyed coti- 
:fiftent with tho peace and good order of the fociety ? 
And I will tiflffiirthcr, whether the fubmiflion of the li- 
^"berty and property of one country to. another by the 
government of the former, does not tend to endanger 
that. liberty and property? But fuch a fubmiffion, I 
fay, is implied in an -Union ;— and therefore, I *c6h- - 
tend, that no power on earth but^t he nation, or fome 
pcrfon 'or perfons exprefsJy appointed by them for that 
purpofe, can have power to aflent to fiich a meafore. 

But without recurring to aut{^ority on fo plain a fub- 
jeQ, you will - perceive, on a moment's coniideration, 
that no government ctnpoflfefs a power abfohteand rni- 
controulable in every fenie, tinlefs that government be 
an ufurpedone; and of an tifbrped govermnent, the 
povo^h limited.by '\i%' phjftcal force: — for yoir will fee, 
that if it be «n appointed, ele£W, or conftitnted go- 
vernment, its powers muft be limited by the appoint- ' 
ing, eleftlftg, or cooftitiiting party ; fer -no man, or 
. body of men^ could freely give-to another man, or body 
of if^n, a power, that is, aright, to do whatever evil 
. ormifehief he or they might think proper, even to the 
extent of depriving the eledors, &c. of theii* lives and 
•property, or transferirig them to flavery. The power' 
granted to governments muft therefore, in the- natilre of 
things, be bounded by the tnterefts and well being of 
tbofe they govern ; for thefe porpofes, for all goodpar- 
pofes, they may be truly faid to have an abfolute and 
uncontrottlrfble p<^er, but it is for thofe purpofes only ; 
and the moment that. any legiflature or government at- 
/tempt to difturb private property, to violate the Kves^ 
or deftroy thecivilliberty of thecommnnity they*were 
appointed to govern, that moment they aft without a«- 
rtliortty, and are, ^toad koc^ ufurpers and tyrants'. 

Where the government or legiflature is of new crea^ 
tion, -we perceive there is always exprefsly delared a li- 
mitation to the fir preme power. Certain cafes are re- 
ferved, in which recurrence muft again be had to the 
people, or that portion of them which orJgin^Ily ap- 
; pointed the governing power ; whether that limitation 
refers tothef^frr//<r of their authority, or ta the </irra/70/i 
rof^t. 

Where t4>e government or* fegiflature ex i'fts unrferan 
/Old conftitution, and the origin of it cannot be trated 
'4>ack, there the'fegiflarivepower i$ limited by efthblifhed 
precedents, and they are never aHowed to poflefs any 
authorhy or power which theifpredeceflbrs did notex- 
ercife. If .men le.irneJ in the conftitution, or its prac- 
tice, de;:lftre their opinions whh rtfpeA to the li- 
mits of the Icgiflative power, thofe opinions wiH' be en- 
titled to fcG:ard, and will be arguments for or agatnft 
the original lexiftence of the power or privilege in qiief- 
tion. 'But tJt^fe opinions will be-^nritled 'to regard only 
jfofar {IS they arefupportedby proof— and they who' re- 



fort to thofe authorities to prove that an abfolute or on* 
controulable power exifts in the governing body, prove 
by the mere a6^ of reference, that that abfolute and un- 
controulable authority depends upon opinion or prece- 
dent—that is, is limited by opinion and precedent ; for 
it can be^A/iAi/eonly fofar as thofe authorities or pre- 
cedents prove it io be fo. hut opinion, in a matter of 
this kind, d^ferves noattention if be not founded upon 
faSs, or incontrovertible dcduftions of reafon— if it 
reft on fa^s it can only ftiew the power of tlie legifla- 
ture co-extenfivc with the former exercife of it— if on 
reafoning ^nd inference, it can ncvfr prove that this 
power and authority ihould beperfe£liy abfolute ind 
uncontroulable, becaufe it is proveable, that fuch a 
power^ould be mifchievous._ 

If any legiflative body- polFefs this aVfoliite power, 
the country which they govern can poffefs no coK- 
STITUTION. The win of the defpots (for fuch they 
muft be if invefted with fuch power) is there <he only 
conftitution. They may have law^, indeed, biit what 
is generally underftood by conftitution, they cannot 
have— becatife there are no fixed rules to which the laws 
enaded by them muft be referred. There are noim-. 
mortal principles which rauft life for ever, and pervade 
and regulate the enadions of ever)' fiicceflive legiflature : 
for inftance— if the legiflature of Ireland ^>e abfolute, 
and may by an Union, or any other mean?, change 
the whole frame of the government, what conftitotfon 
havewx? A certain mode of eleSiug the popular 
branch of the Houfc of Commons— a certain form by 
•which Peers muft be created— and certain rules by 
<which Pariiamehts muft be holden, and their duration 
limited. All thefe we have to-daj^^but if the Parlia- 
ment be abfolute we may not have them to-morrow. 
Thefe, then, or ariy other aflignable privileges or rights 
which we p<)flefe, cannot be called the fixed consti- 
tution of this country; becaufe if the Parliament 
have an abfolute power, they may repeal or abrogate 
allof thoTe-forms, rights and privileges, whenever they 
think proper. Our conftitution, as we call it, is as 
fliort-Hved as our mutiny bill; and that blefling which 
we boaft, which we have fought for, ^\\d which we 
vainly prate about tranfmittingtooiir pofterity, aceriftia 
fet of -gentlemen in College-green, with the 'dflTcnt of a 
great perfonage in London, may in a fewdays, legally ffnd 
rightfullyv extingirifli for evcrl What we have called 
the vile ftander of Tom Paine, who told the peoplcof 
England they hadno conftitution, is Hte rally true; and 
we have yet to feek for one, either in -his dreams,- or 
wherever elfe we may find it. 

i- think I have fliewn that no government ca^ poflR^fs 
an abfolute and uncontrolaWe power ; but whatever may 
be the cafe wfth r^fpeft to cjther gm^crnmentf, it is 
Tnoft mantfeft, from the pra^rce^nd the iTieory of tlie 
Britffh Conftitution, that the legiflature of Gt», Britain, 
{the fame holds of Ireland) do not poflefsf that abfoii#te, 
or unconrrolable authority. Fifft, for the -theo- 
ry ^— By that, fhis popular brarich- of ihe legiflatare 
fias always been elcSed for a definite time, at the expi- 
' ration of which, or earlier' at thew'ill of -^he foveretgn, 
^ they were to return to the rank of private ditiz^ns. Hfere 
is an-cxptefs limitation of the power of the legiflatlire, "^ 
in point of duration ; land hy this lintitation, the-Bri- 
lifli Conftitution recogniz^l!^f,'efctfl&lJ)f limitirig,' in 



tome inftances, the authority of the Jegiflalive body. 
*Now, I aft, i§ this limitation a vital anfd eflential part 
of the conftiiution, which the legiflatufe itfejf cannot 
breakthrough, or violate? If it beTaid it is— I fay, then, 
here is an inftance where the fupreme power of the le- 
ciflature, is impotent — and therefore the idea of their 
being abfolute and uncontrolabje, is true, onlyfuB modo. 
If it be anfivered, that Parliament might, by an aft of 
the whole legiflatore, declare the prefcnt Houfe of Com- 
mons, perpetual; and even empower t be prd*ent mem- 
bers to appoint their fucteflbrs ; then, in the firft in- 
ftance, I fay as above, there exifts- no conftitution— 
the people have no rights^ «But I anfwer further to this 
aflfertion, that tht legiflature do not poffefs this power ; 
firft, bec^ufe it is one, for the exercife of. which there 
is no precedent ; and fecondly, beca.ufe they cannot 
claim it on the ground of abftraS right, for it is not ne* 
ceflary to the purpofes of thf ir appointment, vix. the 
good government of the country ;«^but on the contrary, 
involves in its exercife the complete dcftruQion of the 
rights and civil liberty of the nation. 
> It may, perhaps, be faid, **that faSs are 
flgftirtft me — ^for that the'Britifli Legiflature, in the f<?p- 
tennial bill, have lengthened the termof exiftenceof 
the then Houfe of Comn[K>n9, beyond the period for 
which they were defied by the' people ; and that the 
^wer which did this, might have alfo prolonged their 
durat;ion for life, as well as for a year or two; that there 
wotildbe no more ufurpation in* the one cafe, thkn in 
the other." I anfwer, that the moft learned and virtuous 
men in England, declared that aft of the Britifh \jC%\&z^ 
iuT^y 2\v tmconfUtutional ufurpaiim^ and therefore the 
high aurhority of thofe - names, makes for my argu« 
ment. But I fay, alfo, that the two cafe», « prt>tonga- 
tion of theexiftehce of parliament for .a very fhort pe- 
riod, for reafons of convenience and public utility, and 
a complete perpetuation of the* popular reprefentation, 
eleSedbntfor a limited time, art infinitely different. 
The one is only a rcgxjiaiion of the people's right, and 
left in their hands the power of procuring the repeal of 
that regtilation after the next el^Qion. The other 
would be a complete annihifotion of the right, without 
any legal means left to the people, to procure jts reftiiu- 
tion. I infer, thertfofc, on the whole, thai by the 
theory of the Britifh Conftitution, the legiflative body 
has' not the power of abrogating that fundamental l^w 
of the conftitution, namely, ** the popubr branch of 
the legiflature,' ftial I have but a' temporary duration, and 
the'f ight of elefling that branch, fhall remain for ever 
with certain idefcriptions <^( the- people.** 

With refpe6t to \ht pra^he of the conftitution, I fay 
it is equally clear that the Brifrfli Legiflature, and every 
blanch of it is confidered, as having, in Come inftances, 
a limited power. Each branch of the. legiflature, re- 
ftrair.s the authority of every other. The Commons 
rcfufe to the Lords the right of originating money-bills. 
The Peers claim exclufively the right of judicial power. 
The Prince holds exclufively, the fword of ftaie ; and 
both houfes join in keeping the prerogative within the 
conjlitutional limits. Why thefe checks ? Becaufe they 
who framed the Conftitution of England, were of opi- 
jriion that thelegiflative power ihould be reftrained with- 
in certain boundi, and they believed this would be beft 
effected by giving to each of the three branches a check 
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upon the other two; for by thefe ttteans the whU 
would be reftrained from aflWrning or exercifing ah .x//i- 
conJHtutioml or dangerous power over the fubjeft. The 
framers of this conftitution have recognized th^ princi- 
ple of limitation and check on the fupreme poiver by 
creating in its very eflence a check to inoidinate ambi'« 
tion. Nor can any argument be drawn from this cau- 
tious and wife conftitution of the legiflative body in fa- 
vour of veftii>g it with civil omnipotence— for to argue 
that it i^ framed fo wrfeiy that no danger can arife from 
inverting it with abfolute power is but to (ay " give it 
authority to aQ abfolutely and without control, becaufe 
from its nature it is neceflarily limited in its operations, 
you may fafely truft it with abfolute power, for it. is 
i/ifj/>fl^/i?of ufmg it." 

This incompetence of the legiflative body to do cer* 
tain afts which afe contrary to the truft repofcd in them 
and hoftile to the liberty of the people, though it has 
been not fully affented to by one or two law writers 
whofe profeflional habits of thinkitig feem to haVe nar- 
rowed their view of the broad principles of freedom and 
government, yet meets the fuUeft (Wi£kion of one of the 

f;reateft names of modern times— it i^ the dp£hine of 
-.ocke. Speaking, in Ms Eflay on Goveromeat (about 
the period of the Revolution, when the nature of En- 
glifli liberty began tobeftudied aad uoddrftood) of the 
power of the legiflature, hedefcribes particular aifts to 
which their power is incompetent. One of thefe is that 
fpecific tSt which the Irifti Parliament will aflbme.pow- 
er to perform ftipuld they agr^e to kn Union, that of 
transferring to other hands, not chofen by the people, 
th6 right of Icgiflation. 

" The legiflature, fays Mf. Locke, (on government, 
fea. 140.) cannot transfer the power of making laws to 
any other hands ; for it being a delegated power from 
the people, they who have it cannot pafs it over to 
others ; the people alone can appoint the form of 
the common*»wetkh,' which is, by conftituting the le- 
giflature, suid appointing in whofe hands it fliall be. 
The power of the legiflature being derived from the 
people, by a pofitive voluhtary grant and inftttution, 
can be no other than what that pofifive grant conveyed, 
wAhh bein-^ only to make laivsj aid not to maka le^iflatdrs^ 
the legiflature cjuiiofve m power to transfer t he) r authority 
of ^ling J(t^s% and place ^ it in jot her hands, '^^ 

-Again, in his diapter on the <Wfblution of govern- 
ment — " The legiflature afts againft the tntfi reprfed 
in them' when they endeavour to I'nvade the propcrrty of 
thefubjea, and to make themfclves, x>r any part of ll^.e 
cbmnciunity, mafters^ or arbitrary difpofrrr ^ of the lives,' 
liberties^ or fortunes of the people." 

*A violation of the truft repofed in them by the legif- ' 
lature, Mr. Locke gots fo far as to fay exprefsly, is a 
difTolutionof the government— and he mentions, as a 
fpecific inflance of breach of truft thatdiflblves the go- 
vernmentjthai verv a£l which muft neceflarily be implied 
in an Union. " The delivery, alfo," fays he, " of thepeo^ 
pie into M/' su EJECTION o/tf FOREIGN /^ow^r, either 
by the prince, or by xha legiflature, is certainly a change 
of the legiflature, and so a dijfolution of the government 
•—for the end why people entered into fociety being to 
be preferved^one entire, Jree, independent fociety ; 
to be governed by its own laws— this is loft when- 
ever they are given up into the pmmt ftf m!oUt^!l^~. iC 
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It would lurely be faper6uoiis to feek farther authori- 
ties on this point, when 3 writer, whofe doctrines for a 
century have been fandtoned by the aflfent of the men 
moS learned in the conftitution of England, and have 
been inculcated in your (Jniverfity, in every fucceiSve 
generation of legiflators, from his own time to the pre- 
fent hour, declares infucfa exprefs and warm language, 
•^-thatihe legiflative body have no right to alter 

' the legiflature— that they caknov transfer the power 

with which the people have invefled them into other 

hands— and that (hould they attempt to deliver over the 

people they govern to another country,' the governqient^ 

L iifelf, would ipfofa^0 be dissolved I** 

To apply thefe dodrines to the prefent cafe, it re- 
mains only to ihew, thut an Union would be an altera- 
tion of the kgiflature— that it would be a transfer by 
the parliament, who fboiild vote fuch a meafure, of 
their authority irMO other hands— and that by an Union 
this country would be rendered fubjefk to Great Bri- 
tain. But thefe propofuions are truifms. Caa it ht 
<ioubted, that an abolition, forever, of the diftind and 
Sndependettt P;irlhment of Ireland, and a fubftitution 
of the Brkilh legifkiion in its ftead, is an alteration of 
the legiflature ? Can it be doubted, that by giving to 
the ^tifli Parliament, eacreafed by a few Irifii repre- 
fentatives^ the right of governing Ireland, the Iri(h le- 
giflature would transfer to other hands the right which 
the people had entruiled into their bands only ? Can 
it, in a word, be doubted, that an ' Union would, for 
«ver^ deliver up the people of Ireiand to the good will 

' and pleafure of the Britifli people ? As yet I have never 
beard any of thefe points queftioned, and until I do I 
ibaU advance no farther argument to prove them. 
[7e hi c$neluded h our next.\ 



A. 



LLOYD'S UST EXTRAORDINARY. 



kRRIVED in CaflJi^tami harbour,, the Ordnance 
bomb-catch, Hon. T; P. captain, with the Union flafjr 
lu>i(led, after acruife in the Lakes of We(lmeath-«-out 
ten days^ took nothbg. 



B 



WANTED^A COLONEL OF MJUTIA. 



LE muft weigh firom 17 to 19 ftone— be turned of 
4C^-hafve a fioop— be near-fighted and wear fpedades 
*— "lIobberingRoobjeaion* He muft never have been 



in a military fituation before, leaft he may be prejudi- 
ced in favour of old fy(kms, and not ready to adopt 
new taftics. He muft have a fortune of near 8000I. a 
year that he may be above any temptation to defcrt ftipm 
the King to the People. He mufl be a Member of 
Parliament, but not afpeaker^ and may if hepleafes be 
a CommiiEoner of the Revenue. Apply at Marybo-< 
rough for particulars, in hade. He will, if approved 
of, be employed, C$ote qui Caute. 

Erratum— ia thii lad article— lad line— for Coote, read Covte* 



The following Staie Paper ^ which has mt yet beew made 
public^ we have receive^ through the kindnefi cfmirfrimd 
Mr. NabmaUf a perfin of eminence in the Froftfficn. 

Petition of the BAILIFFS of Ireland, to both Houfea 
of Parliament, 

&HEWETH, 

X HAT your Petitioners are pra£titioners and folloir' 
ersof the law-'«<ind that previous to the year 178a, (he 
branch of the profeffion to which they belong, received 
in this-kingdom, the raoli liberal encouragement fronsi 
both the Englifti and Iriih Legiilatures-Hhat in the &id 
year, certain laws were enaded, which partially and 
unjuftly preferred the interefts of the nscrchanu aod 
manufadurerB of the nation, ta the mom uA^ul fervioes 
of your |Petttionert-*that by means of tbe aforefaid 
iniquitous and oppreflive laws^ your Petitiooers were re- 
duced to indigence, while they had the mortificalfaa to 
feetradefmen and mechanics of $11 defcriptions, acquis 
ring wealth, and flourifhing in profpeirityNf, and (to the 
fhame of the kingdom be it fpoken) from the manner 
in which the fpunging-houiesand debtors^prifons w^re 
deferted, it {^emtd as if there were neither law nor 
juftice in the country;— -But your Petitioners have beard 
with much fatisfa£^ion and gratitude, that the Englifli 
Miniftry and Iriib Government have forn^ a fcheme 
whereby the trading part of tbe community will be put 
down to its former and natural fittiation, your Petirton- 
ers be greatly benefited, and the prifons again flocked 
with inhabitants.— Your petitioners humbly truft, that 
your honours will confider their cafe with kindnefs and 
oompaffioo, and that for their fakes you will adopt the 
meafore of an. UNION with Gt. Britain, in which your 
Petitioners, (with their wift and patriotic friends, the 
members of the D*byer hundred in tlie city of Cork) can 
fee neit^g but private emolument, and public advan- 
tage. And Petiiioners wiUerer pray, &a 
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No. XV. 



TO THE 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION- 



(Continued from our laft.) 

GENTLEMEN^ 

JL HAD written that part of my addrefs to you, which 
you have had the goodnefs to publilh in your two lail 
papers, before the fenfe of the legiflature was known 
on the ^reat fubjefik of a Legiflative Union. It was 
part of my original plan, after proving that fuch a iriea- 
fure would have been a furrender 01 our conftttution, 
and that therefore the legiflature was incompetent to 
ena£t it, to exhort my countrymen to put forth all the 
ftrength with which the conftitution vefts them, to pre- 
vent that meafure. I defigned to prefs on them the 
memorable advice of the conlltturional Locke, ** .That 



it might be too late to creQfor therofelves a new legif- 
lature,. when by oppreffion, artifice^ or being delivered 

vuer to a foreign power^ their ofd one tvas gone, and thar pend on a precedent— that I have the principles and 

therefore they have "not only a rigit to get out of the the fpirit of the conftitution with me, when I fay fuch a 



done. They may be anfwered in a word: The firft 
of thefe arguments is, " That the Scotch Union is a 
praQical proof that the legiflature have a power, or 
right, to enaft fuch a meafure." I anfwer, the Scotch 
Union only proves that which I have not denied, •'that 
a legiflature with the exprefs confent of the people, ard 
competent to that change in the conftitution.** The 
parliament which voted the Scotch Union wcte elefted - 
by the people at a time when it was known that a le-« 
giflative union was to be fubmitted to their conflderati* - 
on. It is therefore moft reafonable to fuppofe they ^ 
came commiflioned by their conflituents to decide on 
that queftion. But even if that were not fo, I would 
yet hefitate to infer that the Irifti Parliament was com- 
petent to fuch a meafure becaufe the Scotch Parliament 
aflfumed that competence— for it is well known that the 
conftitution of the two bodies wa& not the fame— <and 
befides, this difference in the conftitution of the two 
legiflatures^ it is very far from certain, thdt, even in the 
Scotch Parliament, the aflumption of that power, was 
not an ufurpation. But if I had none of thofe argu- 
ments to meet this folitary inftance, I would anfwer it \n 
this way, •' That the liberty of a people is Aotte^* 



drfficulty into which fuch a meafure would bring then>, 
but io prevent it." Locke on Gov. ch. 19. But I con- 
gratulate my country, that it is now become unnecefFa- 
ry to refort to fuch topics. The fpirit of the metropo- 
lis, the energetic oppofition which the country at large 
began to make to the degrading meafure, the virtue and 
^ood fenfe of thelrifh commons, and, will you. permit 
me to add, the z.eaIous and able exertions which you, 
gentlemen, have made, in roufing the latent energies, 
and guiding tfhe intelled of the people of Ireland, at 
that important moment— all have combined to repel 
the infolcnt and infidious attack iipon our liberties, and 
under .God*s bleffing, have covered the head of our ene- 
my with confufton anddifhonour I Ireland is yet free ! 
and that Constitution, which was deflined for im- 
molation at the altar of British power, has come 
forth from the conteft notonlv vidortous, but vefted with 
new flrength, which, I truft, enfurcs its immortality ! 
I fhould now, therefore,throw by my pen aiKl enjoy in 
humble filence, with my countrymen, the proud and 
(ignal vidory which has crowned their efforts, but that 
fome arguments for the competency of the )egi(hture 
to ena£t this meafure have been urged in the conleft^ 



tfieafureis afubverfton of the freedom and independence 
of the nation, and that therefore 110 precedent could 
. fiiQaify it." 

Another argument for the competency of the legrfla-- 
ture, is derived from the power exercifcd by parliament^ 
to limit the (ucceffion to the crown. This, it is faid, 
was an alteration of the conftitution, and if parliament 
can alter the ccmftitution i,n one way, th^y are compe- 
tent to do. fo in every o^her. I have already given an 
anfwer to arguments of this kind, by diftinguifliing be- 
tween thofe alterations which go only to regulate the 
cxercife of public rights, and thofe which amount to 
a complete fubverfion of theiti. The oQennial bill, 
and the limitation of the fucceffion, are inftances of the 
former kind — evidently calculated for public good, and 
the fecurity of public freedom ; bt^fides, they are regu- 
lations which it always remains in the power of the le- 
giflature to repeal if they pleafe. An Union is, I have 
proved, a total fubverfion of the independence, free- 
dom, and conftitution, of the country : a meafure, irre- 
vocable in its nature, and which annihilates for ever the 
power of the country to repeal it. It is, therefore, a 
meafure, to which, I fay, no l^iflature is competent— 
which I think it becomes me, who have denied that t however adequate may be its power to minor alterations, 
comjpetency, to-anfwer. Thofe arguments are but few»- There remains to beconfidered, only that argument 
and I am glad it will not be neceffary forme, in advert-; whTch is drawn from the condufk or opinions of a few 
tngtothem, to try your patience, as I have already « wbo are called couftitutional lawyers. Of thefe. Lord 
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Somers r$ ihefi.f!:, who, by engaging in the negociation 
of rhe Scotch Union, Isfaid tojiave acknowledged the 
competency of the Scots parliament to enaft it. It isa 
lufticioiu anfwer to give to this, that the inference is il- 
logical. Lord S-jmers was Hot bound to enquire into the 
competence of the Scots Pailiament, before he accepted 
on the part of his country 9 furrender of the conftitution 
of theirs. It was the fole enquiry of the politician, in 
which charafler alone he afted in that affair, whether 
the people were iaclined to aJJ'ent to the aQ of their le- 
giflature, or whether, if they did not affent, they had 
ihQ po'wer Xo-armul it ? 

But " Coke -and Blackftonc alTert the unqualified 
/Competence of the Icgiflatare.in all cafes." I deny that 
their dodrines are (o be underflood in that way ; becaufe 
-there never yet has been a writer who hasaflerted the 
competency of thefegiflature to enflave the nation- they 
govcrneid. No human underftanding would affent to/uch a 
propoTition. It is evident, therefore, there mart be at leaft 
this limitation to the fiipreme power of the legiflature and 
if the doSrines of thcfe writers be underflood with this 
. limitation, I fay they do not afferi the power of the le- 
giflature to enaS, without the exprcfs coiifent of the 
people, an Union, fuch as Ireland mufl have, if (he 
bas any, with Great Britain, t^ccaufethat Union would 
bt a virtyal furrender of the liberties and conftitution of 
the country. But what are the words of Blackftone, on 
which fo much ftrefsis laid? Do they admit thecon- 
flru£lion which is given them? " Farliament," fays 
he, " jcan change, and rr^^/^ afrefli, even the confti- 
tution of the kingdom, and of parliaments, themfelves, 
as 'was done by the a6l of Union, And the feveral fta- 
tutes for triennial and fcptennial eleSions,'* Now what 
do thefc words import? They affert the power to 
change, and creaU afreSx, th^t is, io renovate^f-'but do 
they affert a power to deftroy the conftitution, and 
transfer the people to fla^very, or the fubje6^ion of a fo- 
reign power? Do the people of England underfland 
thcfe words fo, or if they did, would they affeot to the 
do£lrine ? No, certainly. But on what fads did Black- 
ftone found this do£lrine ? He tells us in the very fame 
fentence, from the aS of Union, and the ftatutes of 
triennial andfeptennialeledions; the doSrine therefore, 
is to be underflood as co-extenfive with thefe in- 
ftances only :-^** The parliament can ' change, and 
create afrefli, the con(lirution, &c. as was done by the 
Union and feptennial a£ls." Now, of what parliament 
is Blackftone fpeaking? The Englifli parliament. He 
therefore, fays*— the Knglrfli parliament has a right to 
change the' conftitution as \hc Eng/ijb pailiament did by 
the aft of Union— not annihilate the conftitution and 
independence of this country as the Sctrtch parliament 
did by their a& of Ihiion. Blackftone was not confi- 
dtring tl\e compeiency of thv Scotch parliament to fur- 
render, but of the Eng!j|h parliament -to accept the fur- 
render of the Iil>crties and independence of Scotland. 
What he; wouli have (aid of the competerwry of the 
Englifli parliament to furrender the liberties of Englifh- 
men byn legiflalive Uuion with the Jacobins of France, 
I believe every conftitutional Englifh and Irifliman can 
cafily conceive. Thus^ I think, a full anfwer has been 



given to the only arguments by which the competency 
of the Irifli legiflature to ena3 an Union has been fup- 
portcd. 

But is this a fpcculative queftion which the weight of 
argument is to decide? Alas! no. It is, and muft al- 
ways be, a pra£^ical queftion between the virtue of the 
people and their reprefentatives, and the influence of 
the Britifli minifter; and much I fear, it is a queftion, 
that between thefe parties will be again agitated. For- 
tunately for us, the utmoft exertion of that influence has 
been, for the prefcnt, found unable to bear down the 
good fenfe and energetic honefty of the Irifli people; 
but who knows when they fliall be again put to the 
trial ? / The enemy of Irifli independence has boldly 
avowed, that he will never lose sight of his dar- 
ling projcft— the projeS of engrafting our faappinefs 
upon our flavery, and ftrengthening the Britifli empire 
by the abolition of Irifli Liberty. It is therefore, be- 
come nedeffary, that my countrymen fliould conti- 
nue alerb and vigilant— -and I will venture to tell you, 
Irtflimen, that if you do not watch your conflitution, 
it is gone ! Keep your lamps trimmed and your loins 
girded— elfe, at fuch an hour as you think not, like a 
thief in the night, your enemy will come upon you I 
The ftorm which fliook your peace, and was near up- 
rooting your independence has, for the prefent, pafled 
.over you, but the horizon is yet black with clouds that 
threaten another tcmpeft ! Prepare agtinft it. Recoi- 
led what it was that induced your danger and to what 
yon owe your deliverance. "Your danger was or<^ated by 
yotir difcord— your civil diffentions— your religious ani* 
molities. For your fafety you are indebted to a hearty 
concurrence of all parties in refifting by constitu- 
tiona.l means this affault on your freedom. Had you 
continued divided, your enemy had triumphed. Had 
you reforted to violence or tumult, you were now no 
longer free Irishmen, bpt British provincials. 
Hemember this, then, and while you learn to kaow 
and lo^e the conftitution endeavour to cultivate an una- 
nimity to defend it.— Above all, guard againft this 
FATAL measure ! Let no fophiftry, let no hope in- 
duce you to fupportit: It is that deadly fruit 
which the interdi£t of heaven forbids you to touch-^ 
If you taste you die I 

And now, gentlemen, permit me on the part of my 
country, as welJ as my own, to thank' yd for the honeft 
zeal and promptitude with which you have ftepped for- 
ward at an anxious moment to oppofe the common ene- 
my. Should you now retire from the field after having 
fo nobly contributed to fecure the viAory, Lean only 
wiflithat the laurels you have gathered may longj flouriili 
on your brow,— that fliould ^ur'coumry at fcmeremttc 
period be again called on to defend its liberties againft 
the hoftile aflSiuIts of ah infolent, a vain, and, a profli- 
gate minifter, you may be yet vigorous, as now, to re- 
pel the attack ; or that you may have teft behind you 
a pofterity equaHy enlightened ^and virtuous, to copy the 
exanaple you have fet them, and to afftft in defending 
that conftitution which you fliall have tranfmittcd xo 
them unfuilied and entire ! 
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TO THE 

EWTORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



Latet aoguit in herbS. 



jL he hiftorian, Tacitus, has been thought by many 
too fubtile and refined in tracing the fourpes of human 
afkion, and in the developement of charaSer. But it 
requires talent to judge of talent ; and the acute fa- 
gacity, and profound fenfe of the philofophic hifto- 
rian, are fyr beyond the ken of the generality of 
readers. In our judgment of mankind we may, it 
is true, err from a faftidious rejeSion of obvious 
appearances, and an affe£led purfuit of recondite and 
remote caufes. Truth is not always at the bottom 
of the well. In pneral, however, men, particularly 
thofe who aft on the theatre of public life, are fo dif- 
ferent, in faft, from what they feem to be, that whoever 
.would judge foundly muft examine, with the moft (cru- 
pulous fufpicion, every appearance, or nine times out 
of ten, he will miftake the feml^ance for the reality. 
In no inftance, that I have ever met with, is the juft- 
nefs of this obfervation more ftrikingly illuftrated, than 
in the charader of one, who has long a£ked a moft 
dtfttnguilhed part, even in an age pregnant with mighty 
events. . Even in an eventful era, the charader of Mr. 
Pitt is interefting : indeed, if confidered in what appears 
to me the only juft poiat of view, the moft truly int^ 
refting charaQer that ever was exhibited in the political 
world. Various hypothefis have been framed to ex* 
plain this extraordinary phenomenon ; moft of them 
contradiQory, and in my mind, all of them falfe. That 
he is a hypocrite feems generally agreed : this, how- 
ever, IS but half of the definition, and the moft unim- 
portant half^ To alcertain the particular kind of hypo- 
crite—to mark thofe appropiiate qualities which indivi- 
dualism and infulate the man, hoc opuSf hie Jahr, efi 
h^re . it is, that this wonderful Proteqs has eluded the 



the hypothefis, that with all his affefiation of love for 
old eftablifliments, he is at bottom the moft determlnea 
friend to revolution— whereas every other that has 
hitherto been publtftied, reprefents him as 4he ftrangeft 
and nK)ft inconfiftent compound of talent and folly, of 
wifdom in the end, and inadaptatien of the means, that 
can well be imagined. For inftance, it is generally fup- 
pofed that Mr. Pitt is the great fupporter of the Britifli 
conftitution, and the integrity , of the Britifti empire— 
and that in conformity to this charader he has now at- 
tempted the legiflative incorporation of Great Britain 
and Ireland, as a happy counteradion to republican 
principles, and ideas of feparation, in both countries. 
It is true, many of his warmeft admirers, while tjiey 
give him fuH croJit for the purity of his views, and the 
re&itudo of his end, entertain confiderable doubts of 
the propriety of the means. But ^ts is doing great 
injufticGtothe judgment of this confummate politician : 
Mr. Pitt is no fupporter of the Britifti conftitution-^n# 
friend to the integrity of the empire:— the Britifti con- 
ftitution he endeavours to deftroy, by depriving it of 
that ftrength which it muft ever derive from the libertjr 
of Ireland ; and the empire he has determined to dif- 
member by tYIe verv a£t of apparent confolidation* 
The Union of Britim and IriiK legiflatures is a ch$f 
JPauvre of policy, planned for the fole purpofe of eN 
fefkuating an eternal feparation of the countries. Hence 
it is that Mr. Pitt has hitherto ijerfecuted feparation 
principles- with Tuch unrelenting rigor, in order com-- 
pletely to deceive the croWn and the ariftocracy into 
a perfuafion that he is their faft firiend, while he is aim* 
ing a mortal blow at their very exiftence. Had he fti?- 
fered the feparatifts to proceed in their own way, the 
people of Ireland muft, from a variety of obvious 
caufes; have been divided on the great queftion of Britifh 
connexion ;-^and the ftrength of the friends of (hat 
connexion muft have made thefuccefs of the feparation 
extremely doubtful. Therefore, with admirable addrefs, 
he refolved to fap the fortrefs, which it might be hazar- 
dous to ftonn ',--^nd is now proceeding to difunite and 
weaken the advocates of Britifti connexion, by exciting 
in their minds fufpicions and apprehenfions of the de- 



inconiiftency is Idudly 



gra(p of all who have hitherto endeavoured to bind and 

expoTe him. With one epithet in particular h^ is com- ^ ^^ i . - . /* . v--^ • » ./i 

monly branded— that of apoftate-and the charge of fips t>f England on Irifti trade, Irifli prope^^^^ 

>nfiftency is Idudly and confidently ' repeated from il^'^^^y-* Were not jhis his objeft, can it be conceived 

for a moment that the minifter would, at fuch a feafon, 
intemperately prefs a Union in dined oppoiition to the 
loud and almoft univerfal outcry of ail the.ftauhch ftrp- 
porters of monarchy and Britim connedipn? It it ut- 
teriy impoflible to account for foch condo£l but on fhe 
fuppofition which I have fuggeftei This arch bypo- 
crite-^his wily republican— »thisfubrrlejacobine— this 
ambitious anarc^brft, finds that war and taxes hpve not 
as rapidly, as he wiftied andexpeQed, accompliftiad the 
great work of dethroning his royal mafter ; and therefore, 
in the impatience of his revolutionary zeal, he has now 
ftrock at the very foundation of the edifice of Britifti 
conftitution, and Britifti power. By effbaing the/epa- 
rationof Britain and Ireland, he expels, and with rea- 



one declaimer to another. Now, fo far from deferving 
the reproach of apoftacy and inconfiftency, he has 
been, I will venture to afiirni, the moft faithful and 
confiftent charaSer that ever dhefted the affairs of a 
ftaie. The end which he has had in view has been uni- 
formly one and the fame', and it rs from having changed 
his means, with the moft confummate dexterity and 
profound diilimulation, that he has deceived the world 
into a belief that he has relinquiflied thofe principles 
which charaQerizcd his early Hfc. But to punfue\this 
wonderful man through the v/hole of his political ca- 
reer would not fuit with the nature of a' periodical pa- 
per: there is not, however, a fingle part of his conduft 
which cannot be eafily and fatisfa^orily explained on 
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fon exptfis, to fee two republics rife out of the ruins of 
one monarchy. Let kings and nobles look to him. 

DETECTOR. 



Tunc quoque xuateriam rlfus iayenic. 



■Mc 



Juv. 6at. to 9 



lORE great and unheard-of advantages of the in- 
tended Union, moft prepofteroufly believed'by ninety- 
nine in an hundred to be ruinous to this kingdom, but 
which fortunately, notwithftanding, is foon to take 
place. 

- IH TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 

Export (generally fpeaking) being moft advantageous 
to a kingdom, we (hall be aftoni(hing gainers in this ref- 
:pea, by the meafure ; becaufe our export of all kinds 
of raw materials, will encreafe beyond example. This, 
beitdes being fo beneficial in itfelf, will be moft lucra- 
' five in faving the labour of working them up at home ; 
the coft of ere£ling machinery, &c. &c. ' and doubtlefs 
<}reat Britain will be magnanimous enough to give eve- 
ry poflible encouragement to our enjoycAentof this great 
branch of commerce. . 

We ftiall have the advantage of all the induftry of 
England, and be completely fupplted with every article 
of manijfadure» without any further trouble to our- 
-felves, except merely— finding money to pay for them. 
•Tbtis we ftiall moft profitably divide the advantages be* 
tween the two countries. We finding the .material, 
and England the workmanftiip; the balance, therefore, 
being manifeftly in our favor, thro* the great generofity 
of our fifter. 

IN MORALITY. 

Drunkeniiefs bein^ one of the great fources of profli- 
gacy, will be happily entirely dried up in this country 

.for ever. Firft, becaufe it being a vice of fociety, it 
muft decreafe in proportion as population diminifties, 
which will then be very rapid in Ireland. Next becaufe 
the people will have no means to lavifli in fuch perni- 
cious indulgences. And laftly, being conftantly under 
the eyesof the Englifti foldiers, (thofe great prefervers 
ef purity) they would not dare to offend againft the will 

. and pleafure of fuch paftors. 
. As all npnfenfical hopes of ever being bettered in cir- 
cumftances, will be effedually removed from the peo- 
ple, it will take away, at the fame time, that defire of 
looking forward, which is fo apt to create a negle£t of 
the prefent. Befide, it will no doubt ftrongly implant 
the defire of peace and acquiefcence, by convincing the^ 
people they can't be worfe off" than they will then b^. 
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IN EXPENCFS, &C. &C. 

The taxes we ftiall then have to pay, iho* to be fure 
they may feem to be enormous, will, in reality, be no 
burthen at all. For as lands and houfes will theii great- 
ly fall in their value, their rents will fink in an equal 
degree-; fo that the payments will only juft be called 
taxes then, inftead of rents as they are now. This 
will be befide a very juft puniftiment infliaed upon the 
landlords of ail defcript ions, for their villainy in taking 
up arms lately as yeomen ; and a great advantage to the 
kingdom, by throwing its ca(h into the Englifti treafu- 
ry, to fav foldiers, &c. to keep this counrry in order, 
inftead ot giving it to individuals, to be circulated all 
thro' the land, in the purchafe of a thou&nd fooleries. 

To equalize the property of a country among its 
people, all political writers allow to be a grand defide* 
ratum. Now, ahho* this to be fure will not be exaSIy 
the cafe here, yet as all the rich folks will then certainly 
live out of the kingdom, all the refidents will be equally 
poor, andthatwillbe juft as good. Befide, the Union 
will be extremely beneficial too, in encreafing wonder- 
fully, that ufeful,but much-traduced race of people, called 
middle men— who have been moft injudicioufly almoft 
exterminated, withinthe laft eighteen years, in Ireland. 

Tho* you ufed me unkindly, in publifliing a part of 
my laft, which I begged of you not to do, and altho' I 
know my thoughts will be ftolen, and inferted in the 
pamphlet faid to be written by one Cook, if another 
edition of it ftiould be printed ; yet, as I believe we 
both devife the fame thing— the good of the people, 
I mean you, Mr. Anti-Union, andmyfelf, for as to this 
anonymous Cook, I have fome doubts about what his in- 
tentions or wifties are — I here write again to you. How^- 
ever, be more delicate I prgy, in future, in your con- 
du£^ towards your fellow-labourer, and &c. &c. 

F- A PATRIOT. 



L 



SIR. 



DuiJin, Jan. 16, 1799. 



HAVE the pleafure to inform you, that when the 
Legiflative Union takes place, there is to be a Bounty 
on the Export of TURF to England, to enable u& to 
underfellthe Whitehaven Colliers in the important arti- 
cle of fuel ; this meafure will enhance the value of 
Irifti Bogs, improve the interior of the country, and 
promote the Canal, alias Channel, Trade. 
I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
ROGER GOWER, dk. of the Hofieri. 

To Mr. Darby Molloy, 
Bog of Allan. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1799, 



No. XVI. 



TO THE 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



S 



GENTLEMEN, 



INCE the dircuflion of a Legiflative Union wkh 
Great Britain has been forced upon us, I will condc- 
fcend, without combating every aflfertion, or needlefs- 
ly repeating what others have faid, to notice a few par- 
ticulars upon which fome writers feem to place their 
firmeft confidence. The Union with Scotland is their 
grand example, and to make it appofite to the prefent 
cafe they boldly aflert, that, " in the fituation which 
Stotland held previous to the Union does Ireland (land at 
prefent,** and from thence they infer, that as Scotland 
advanced in improvement fince the Uilion, fo muft Ire- 
land in a fimilar degree. 

This argument being founded on the aHumption of a 
fatft, I may prefumeto hope, that ifthe faft fails, the 
conckifion will vanifli. I will therefore undertake to 
dcmonftrate to the convidkion of the^ moft unlettered 
mind, that Ireland does not (land at prefent in the fi- 
tuation which Scotland held previous to the Union. 

I might admit (tho* the faS is dertfed by the beft 
Scotch writers,) that the Union has been of advantage 
to Scotland, and that every circumftance of reafon, po- 
licy, and common fenfe confpirc to* recommend the 
meafure to each country, and that it wa^ finally accom- 
pH(hcd to the happinefs of both. For thefe aflertions it is 
not neceflary for my argument to controvert, therefore 
I ftall not expatiate upon thefe topics, but come at 
once to the point which it is my duty to eftabiifh. 

Theconfidcration of this fubjcffc naturally falls into a 
two-fold divifion :— ift. What was the ftate of the trade 
of Scotland previous to the Union ? 2d. What was htr 
conftitution ?— Every collateral circumftance may be 
reduced to one or other of ihcfe. Agriculture and ma- 
nufaSures will be involved in the examination of com- 
merce: The internal polity, and domtflic adminiftra- 
tion may be included in I he furvey of the conftirution. 

Before the Union, Scotland had no vent for her 
black cattle, a confiderable article with all the land- 
holders ; whereas {he now drives great numbers of them 
annually int6 England; theycotilJ not be exported lo a 
more diftant countr)' ; for the foil of Scoiland is tpo 
poor, and though (he may breed great numbers, (he 
•canrtot prepare them for an immediate .market ; (he 
therefore fends them lean into England, tvhere they are 
fatted ; fo that without this intervention of a better foil. 



they muft remain ufelels upon the hands of the grazier 
Such was Scotland before the Union — Can any man fay 
that fuch is the cafe of Ireland i 

Look here upon this pt^urcy and on. this. 

Ireland 1 whofe foil h fo rich as to excite the jea- 
loufy of the Englifti farmer ; whofe land has been dc- 
fcribed as flowing with milk and honey, and whofe high- 
eft hills fuf ply nurture. 

Have you eyes > 
0>uld you on this fair mountam leave to feed. 
And batten on this moor-? 

The Scotch now export the Ikins and wool of their 
(heep in kind and manufaSure ; whereas before the 
Union they could only fend the raw material into En- 
gland, and recerve it manufadured from thence. 
There was a prohibition againft exporting plaids, which 
immediately after the Union was taken ofl^, and they 
arc now become a confiderable artble of trade. 'The 
wbnderfttl improvements that have obtained in their ' 
fiflieries, which have given not only employment and 
food, but wealth, to fuch a number of inhabitants, 
. muft appear too evident to need recital. A people ex- 
tremely poor, receiving no bei^efit from external traf- 
fic, nor retpingthe advantage of a wealthy connexion, 
cannot lindeitake, much Icfs carry on, any confidera- 
ble manufaaure. This was the cafe with Scotland ; 
but by the Union, her exports were augmented; ftie 
fince that receives the fpecie of England, and (he is 
thereby enabled to improve her linen manufadure, 
which Ireland muft fee with regret, has been encouraged 
in detriment to hcr's. Since the Union^ Scotland has 
enjoyed the trade toihc Plantations in the moftextenfivc 
degree : before that (he was neither allowed to partici- 
pate of the advantages arifing from the difcoveries of 
others, nor to reap the fruits of her own e'nterprife.— 
I fay allowed^ for thro* the combined prevalence of En- * 
gli(h influence and Engliih jealoufy, every attempt was 
defeated; (hall I mention their failure at Darien? 
Where was the boafted independency of their govern- 
ment-*— their (epnrate pailiament — and their extenfiye 
re|>refcutation ? They viewed with filent, but unavail- 
ing angui(h, the extirpation of their own oflTspring, and 
were involved in the general bankruptcy which enfued: 
Since the Union, they have been in pofTeflion of an un- 
limited, unreftrained trade, to the wholeof theBrititk 
Plantations, without having contributed to the expencc 
of their crtabllfliment. 

Here then let me paufe, and putting the two coiin- 
tries again in;//A'/i7-/»o//^'wr, let me aflc. Can any fimili- 
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rude be difcovered between the foregoing delineation of 
Scotland, and the prefcm fete of Ireland. The fbmrer 
without a trade, particularly in the feveralarticle^l have 
enumerated, and with a parliament, either unabfe, or 
unwilling, to redeem her : TIm" latter in the &H erv* 
joyment of a trade, and having a parliament, tho* not 
fopure perhaps, as might be wiAieJ, yet occafionaJty 
capaWe^f virtmousexenron^ toTecure their own inde- 
pendence, and the freedom of the country. If, rfier 
thiscomparifon, any man can command official, orfe- 
pulchral gravity, to emibic him to repeat the jitttrtion, 
I muft a,ttribute it to the pertinacity of felf-opinion, 
whidi is gratified with the repetition of what no man , 
wtU believe. 

I now come to the fecond branch of the rfivifion, viz^ 
What was the ftate of the Conftitution of Scotland, 
previous to the Union ? This can be briefly difpofcd of; 
I have already obferved, that her parliament was inade- 
quate to the prote6kion of her commerce. She had a 
j&parate parliament it is true; but her Lords were an 
overgrown ariftoeracy, and her Commons were mtfera- 
ble dependants ; nothing w^a regarded but the interefts 
of the former, and if their obftinate adherence to a par- 
ticular family, or their averfion to the Englifli nation, 
inipeHed ihem to arm«, the Commons followed with the 
alacrity of military difcipfine ; foch was their cooftitit- 
tion-— ^military vaflalage, fubfervient to feudal power, 
wWch rendered the country a conftant focne of hopelcfs 
calamity, and barren forrow. 

Can irbefaid, with any femWance of truth, that fuch 
is the Conftitution of Irelhnd ? The Peers preferve the 
dignified authority, tho'Aripped of the dangerous pow- 
, er of feudal Barons^-thc Commona fit in a feparate 
Houfe, and exeiianvtly originate the money biifc; white 
the people have riftn into confequence and wealtlu 
Other improvements muft neccffarily arife in the pro- 
grefs of time, if her government would fincerdy en- 
deavour to (ecure the blefljngsof peace. 

Upon this part of rhe fubjed, the abettors of Union 
arc involved in perplexity. An unqualified admiflionof 
the independence of the Irifh Parliament, would defeat 
their favorite plan : To ackiiow ledge its fubmiflion to 
Britifh influence, would proclaim a degree of turpitude 
fomewhere, which it is not thought fit to avow ; they 
have, however, chofen thelatlei^; andthoTe who have 
moft clofely examined the inmoA rcceffes of Parliament, 
and are become familiar with its remoteft fprmgi of 
aflion, proclaim to the world, with unabafhtd effrontery, 
that the Iii'fii Commons confift of two parties, *^ tAe 
vieanand c oKKV ?r fuiffrvients rf the British Cabx- 
BiNCT, and theallies ofaBritifli Fadion." 

Perhaps 

" There nec^ no ghoft come from the gloomy gnve to tcD us this ;** 

but it is rather fingular that it ihoufd be fo openly 
avowed ; For how barbarous that tyrant muft be, who 
aids contumely to oppreffion— who, not content wiih the 
unreilrpined excrcife of his authority, gafls with infuft 
the wretched flave of his power, and with a refinement 



of cruelty, hitherto unpraQifed, converts even the paf- 
five tentper amf fabm i f fi o n df hh fcrbjeft, into a ropic oP 
reproach ! Thi^ may prove too much for human na- 
ture to endure. Methinks I fee in the difmiflion of the 
M>ei€»t aiwi loftg-^pproyed fervants of the crown, the 
reviving fpirit'of former days. I hail it as an aufpicious 
omen ! I anticipate, from lu«h ftubborn virtue,^ the- 
fafety of my country. 



TO THE 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



Mi 



6t fctflut ndmittat (UNtup mora parvula^i 4\xm re* 
Mot;i Urbi et Populo. 

JovENAi. Sat» xo. 

G£KTL£M£N, 



Y purpofe in now addreCing you, is to deelarr a^ 
rooted, and I trufl a well-grounded convidior^ that ih<f 
prefent parliament of Irelajwl, (efpecially the pof»ul.ir 
branch of it,) has uo right to accede, to a meafure of the 
kind now in contemplation, fo as to produce an opera- 
tion more extenCve, than merely upon the memb^rs^ 
themielves who fpmfotc it as individuals. I mean fo 
far as to be a mere declaration of their opinions on the 
fubjefl. As this is a pomt which has already beeo 
mamtained, I wi/I not recapitulate the argunnems- 
brought in defence of it by others, but urge o^e,, 
grounded upon a, diftindion between the rights of the 
eleQor and reprcfentative, which feems to me to be 
neither abftrufe nor mctap^iyCcaly one, whicb I have 
not feen befi^re, but which as it has had great influence 
upon niy mind, may poiEb4y have fontie force upon the 
minds of other men. 

It is certain according to the laws and conftitution^ 
of thefe kingdoms as they now ftand, that at ftatecf 
tifnes,andoccafionally ofiner, all difference of ireprefen- 
tative and elector ceaies, and both parties then form one 
rnafs of efefiors only. When this fituation of things 
occurs, it ftioukiteem to theeyeof reafon contemplating- 
what takes place upon fuch an bccurrcncc, that the peo- 
ple when they proceed to create again do create, and til) 
then, non-exiftant right, without parting with another 
right, whicti femains co-exiftantwith that. They have 
conveyed a delegated right to the reprefentttive, but the 
right of delegating ftill continues in I hem. That fight 
ot delegating rema.ns as ftrongly with, and is as much 
inherent in, the eleSor after his choofing a reprcfenta- 
tive, as it was before his choice, or at the moment he 
was txercifmg it. It is a right he cannot delegate, b«t 
certainly may etherwife part with. The right of choice 
muft be in him, while he continues to bo freeholder, 
freeman, or burgefs. He can authorize no man living 
to cxercife that right for him. He cannot by any pop- 
(ibility convey the ufe^ and retain the right. It is per* 
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fonal while it exidsatalt^ and tho^ other rfghts may be 
founJedupon, and iffue from it, yet tht thing itfelf 
which fornix (his foundation, and from whence ihofe 
iflues proceed, muJl remain in him. If be could dele- 
gate to another the right of chooiing, then would that 
right ccafe to be in him, but, after choofidg a Ftpre- 
Tentative that right does not ceafe to be in him, bgt is 
merely dormaiH until again called into afkion, sind if 
his right does not ceafe to be in him, his right then 
cannot exifl in another? Now, if this is granted (as iir- 
deed it cannot be denied) it follows neceflarily, that 
there is a right ^t\ the ele£lor, which never has been, 
nev6r could ha<vebeen conveyed to a repFe(ent«f>ve, and 
therefore, does not, nor ever did exift in him as a£king 
for theelcdor, and therefore, that he never can convey 
from thcelcftor what he never did poflefs. If then a 
man undertakes or purports to fell or p^ant away that of 
which he has neither the legal right noradual poflciBon, 
would if not be the height of infanUy in another man, in 
whom boih are veiled even for a moment to think him* 
fcif bound to confiim fuch a fale, or ratify fuch a grant? 
But it may be (nay it ha^ beeii)^aid,, that as reprefenta«* 
tives are to be fent from thie kingdom t* the Britifli par- 
hament after an Union, that a vote of Union is no a{^ 
fumption of any right not a£tually in^ ihe prefent Irifli 
Houfc of Commons,nor does it interfere with the right of 
choice in their etefiors,. but leaves their right the fame 
it was before fiicha vote. Bat, ^leotlennen, the affefiioo 
is an impudent faifthood,. and the theoretic reafoning, by 
which it has been attempted to fupport it, ie a bafe and i 
vain fophifiry, too thin to deceive the weakeft under* 
ftanding. Is it the fame thing whether you delegate 
your right of managing your own concerns to the ma- 
jority of yoifr own rtprcfcntatives, in your own country, 
under your own eyts, or, are compelled to delegate the 
management of them to a body of flrangers, in a fortign- 
land, diftant from obfervation, and who foriti a majority^ 
of more than eleven to two againft your reprefontatives ? 
Who can convince any man, even one degree removed 
from idioiifm, that, if the power, the influence,, the 
energy, of the reprefcniative are curbed, contracted, and 
benumbed, that thofe of the eleftor are not operated ypon 
e^cftly in the fame proportion ? Who will prove, that 
if you remove all poffibility of any beneficial effed 
being produced from aiiy exercife of a right, that, 
ftill that right remains in the fame (late, and is juft as 
valuable, as when its being exercifed was capable <^ pFO^ 
ducing every thing eftiitiable? 

Who can eflablifti any efleniial difference between ab«- 
foluttly, and in terms depriving a man of a right, and 
doing that, which of necefTary confequence renders that 
right woifc than ufelefs? What logics, metaphyflcs, 
philofophy, or fact, can bring it into doubt, that the 
cleQors ofjreland will not be in a fatally different fitua- 
tion indeed, from that in which they now (land, if they 
fhould allow the prefent members of their Houfe of 
Common.*, by any aft of theirs, to have any (hare in 
tefting the power of oppr^ng them to any extent^ in 



a majority of reprefentatrves ohofen in another country 
by fbreigrv efeftors ? I will not add what I might j My 
do, to (hew the poffible (not improbable) horrors that 
mi^y be confe^uent en fiich an admifHon. It would be 
villainous to afltrt, and phrenzy to believe it ; yetmon- 
(Iroas, gro(i, and unfupported, as it is even by the 
rooft vifionary theory, fuch an affertbn has been maJe. 
It has been afferted (good God who could have believed 
it) that Ihe Irilh trade and manufadtires will ftouriAi and 
encreafe, when the eiwouragement and proteQion of 
theln are committed to a majority of reprefeniatives, 
chofen by elcftois who have either an intere(l in their 
depreflion or annihilation ; or eHe, in partly chcrifhin^ 
them merely to fqueeze their profits in taxation for their 
own reliefT It has been afierted that the powers of Irifh 
reprefentativf s will be enlarged, and the rights of Iri(h 
elcftor* improved,^ by Irirti reprefentativcs having two 
(hares in eleven in the direflion of affairs reliitivefo their 
own coumry only, inftead of having thefole dif|)ofal of 
them i A- theni(ehre» alone.. 

HIBERNICUS.- 



To- tie Virtuous and Public Spirited Corporation of tHi 
CITY OF CORK.. 



GENTLEMEN,, 

X HAVE read your addrfeffes to Kis Majcfty and tfte 
Lord Lieutenant upon the great and important fubje£t 
which now agitates the public mind:— as a native of 
your city, the honour and intereft of which have ever 
been dear to my heart, it is impoiBble for me to cxprefs 
the deep concern I feel on this occafion. You are cer- 
tainly the chief, if not the only, body of Iiifhmen who 
have flood forth inthe degrading^ pofture of fupplicants,. 
entreating to be bound and fettered, difclaiming allpre- 
tenfions to the dignity of freedom, furrendering as cow- 
ards thofe bleffings of independence with which Provi- 
dence has peculiarly favoured you, and defpairing not 
only of all virtuous efforts in yourfelves, but even of 
the goodnefsof God, which has fo often protededour 
unhappy counfry—- thanks to his gracious benevolence, 
that your conduS is as (ingulhr as it is unworthy— and 
that your feeble cry is drowned in the firm and decid- 
ed voice of a nation determined to be free. In vain do I 
look now for thofe great energies which,not twenty yeart 
paft, raifed you into a proud competition with the mofl 
(pirtted partof Ireland. In vain do I feek for that cha- 
ra^r which infpired your gallant volunteers of that 
day, at once to rtpel the foreign invader, to maintain 
internal peace, and to refcue your countrv from flave- 
ry and opprcflion. Can it be' credited^ that the fame 
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men, or their fons, have fo far degenerated as to aban- 
don without a draggle, or ratherjto yi&Id wifhout folici- 
tatiqn, that independence and that conftitution for which 
yon then even dared to ftied your blood? What is be- 
come, I aik, of thcfc gallant patriots ? And why do 
they not come forward at this time to vindicate them* 
fclves from the charge of felfiflmefs, -or cowardice, or 
corruption, in which they are implicated by your bafe 
proceedings ? 

It cannot ftirely be that they, are panic ftruck bythe 
late wicked attempts to overturn the (late: it h the part 
of brave men to mee^ thofc dangers and to conquer 
them as the loyaJ fons of Ireland have done, infteadof 
throwing up every thing in defpair, and lying at-the 
mercy of ^n haughty fuperion If the domerfics of your 
houfe (hould rife within for the purpofes of robbery and 
murder, and. by the aid of faithful friendsi you are en- 
abled to.putdowntheinfurgents, would you liften to the 
overtures of a ftrong and powerful man without doors, 
who (hould defire you to abandon your whole property, 
and leave it to his prote£lion?. And would his argu* 
ments have the greater weight if you knew that for a 
long time your proteftor had kept a forcible po(re(rion of 
your rights, but being obliged at laft to reftore them, 
never forgave the a6l of juftice to which this was ow- 
ing ? In fuch a cafe you would chearfully accept his 
aihftancex without fubmittiqg to his power; and you 
wouM net Tail to make him every fuitable return of 
kindnefs in the moment of his diftrefs. I have known a 
cowarcl, -while imder the fenfe of danger, run intofome 
hole or .dorner to hide his head, while in the folly of 
his cowardice hcfeems unconfcious that the reft of his 
perfon remains defencelefs and expofcd. .Nothing,indeed, 
rcan be more -contemptible than fuch felf abandonment 
and defpair. But J cannot think fo meanly of my fel- 
low-citizens as to afcribe their conduS to fuch a xaufe.; 
and yet, if we examine the matter a little mbreclofely, 
I am afraid it will be found to arife from motives as lit- 
tle to their honour. The public fccm to think, that a 
facrifice of the general good is, in this inftance, made 
to the paltry and mifcroble hopes of local advantage— 
^nd they are confirmee ih this opinion by obferving, that 
noother place of jconfequence has taken an a61ive part 
in forging our chains. If this fHfpicion bejuft, vou are, 
indeed, a degraded people, and ion worthy of all inter- 
courfe with your betrayed country. Perhaps you in- 
dulge in golden dreams of wealth and commerce — you 
* are to have a dock-yard, too, it feems. Alasl How 
meanly muftthe Britilh minifter think of your under- 
ftafiding, when he gulls you with fallacious hopes of the 
former? How poorly of your fpirit, when he dares to 
-offer the latter as a bribs and barter for the liberties of 
Ireland ? And can you be fo v/eak as to think that 
your trade will ever he fufftred to triumph over the 
-trade of England, while both are under the controul 



and regulation of the Englifli Parliament? What new 
ittfatuation is this in men, who, fome years ago, looked 
with a jealous eye to every meafure of that parliament, 
and who found it necelTary to wreft the power out of 
their hands which had been fo grofsly abufed ? I wi(h 
not to prefs this matter further— your rccolleQion will 
fervethe^ubliccaufe (if you have a rccolleQion of your 
former honour)* better than my arguments. 

For my own part, although I muft freely acknow- 
ledge, that in my opinion, feveral individuals may be 
•found in the two cldles now defcribed, yet I am inclined 
to think, the great body "of citizens are at prefent under 
•the fatal influence of thofe parties who have engro(red the 
whole authority among you. The two noble and patri- 
ottc and kmourable leaders of thofe parties are, it is faid^ 
friends to the meafure ; they have, no doubt, made 
terms for themfelvcs, as well as for fome dependants. 
The^fcnfible and virtuous part of you know the charac- 
ters of thefe noble Lords well— perhaps it is the merited 
confidence which you repofe in their wifdom and public ^ 
^virtues that makes you run down with the ftream of 
which they are the pure fountains : I too know them 
well, and can difcernthe wire^ with which they move . 
the machinery of your great city. They were for- 
merly rival (hew-men, but havmg met with frequent 
crdflTes and hitches in each otheismcrvements, they have 
for fome time come to an accommodation,anvl fo Carry on 
their bufmefs at prefent with great eafe and fatisfa£lion. 
It is wonderful how expert they are ; for they can 
make their puppets take any pofilion they pleafe,change 
fides, Snd go through all the mazes of the political dance. 
All which IS entertaining enough, fo long as the panto- 
mime is confined to the common incidents of life, which 
are the true fubjeft of comedy. But when thefe Ihew- 
'men dare to reprefent tragical fcenespf the deepeftin- 
tereft and moment ; and when in their exhibition they 
recommend fentiments and aQions, that offend every 
virtuous and honorable mind, it is time for the public to 
interpofe, and reftrain their affurance. To be fcrious, 
there are great occafions relating to the liberties and con- 
ftitution of a country, where the people ought to be left 
free to the honeft judgment of their own mrnds. Undue 
influence in fuch cafes is a foit of treafon : Private am- 
bition Jhould not be fuffercd to open her lips ; for her 
breath will iami(hlhe fair and beautiful form of Liberty. 
AU ftlfi(h, mean, and partial views, (Kould melt away, 
in the glorious peffpe£live of n;itional honor, and na- 
iional independetice.' 



HAMPDER 



'JCuWin,: printJtB tp Jame* i^ccre, 45, Cotlfgc-gre^n, 
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No. XVI L 
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TO THE 



PEOPLE OP IRELAND. 



1; FI^MIT me to congratulate you, my co^jntrymen, 
npon^the late ever mcmoral)le event, wjiich has brobal>Iy 
Been the means of fecuring your liberty and indepen- 
dence for ever ; and allow me, at the fame time, to 
make a fcw'obfcrvatiqns upon the fubjefl, ^vhich fecm 
proper, in order that we may derive folid advantages 
from this happy occafion. 

I make no doubt,, that your wife politicians will treat 
with ridicule and contempt the firrt and mo/l obvious 
rtflefiion that occurs. But as I am a plain old fafhioned 
man, who think there is fome good in religion, I feel it 
my firftduty to exprefs my gratitude to that Supreme 
and Merciful Being who governs the world and decides 
the fate of nations. Already had his gracious Provi- 
dence been fignally maniferted in faving our a*ffli(9ed 
cpuntry from foreign inv^^fion and domtilic rebellion • 
already had he revealed to us the interpofition of his 
Provide nee by commanding the elements to execute his 
will, and confounding the imaginations of our dcfperore 
enemy. And noAv, when the nation lay bleeding and 
exhnuded ty a virtuous and noble flruggle, of which the 
mod bafe and difhonourable advantage was taken to 
fetter our wearied limbs, he has again mercifully inter- 
pofed, and by infpiring wifdom and 'fiimnefs into our 
national councils^ refcued us from eternal infamy and 
ruin. Thefe, if any human events are to be referred to 
God, and deferve a fuitable return of praife, arc fur.ly 
among the mod important of life, and there is no man, 
I trqft, except the avowed atheift who will not on a 
little thought feel the fentiment here recommeoded. 
Perhaps occafions of this nature are interided by the 
Ruler of the world to turn our hearts from 'the foolifti 
devices of human wifdonfrtothe fourceof all knowledge 
and goodnefs ; at lead it is our bufincTs to confider them 
in that point of view, and to become in confcquence a 
more jeltgious and virtuous people— for to ihj decay of 
thofe principles we may in g^encral trace the decline and 
fall of nations. 

Next to this fentiment of gratitude to heaven, we 
owe fmccre thanks and confidence to the virtuous body 
of our parliament, who have, at the hazard of all per- 
fonaf advantages, difappointed the ambitious views and 
refitted the imperious commands of iheBritirti minider. 
If we make a proper ufe of our glorious * victory, 
nothing can have a better tenc'ency to rcdore a mutual 
good underdanding between the parliament and people*. 



It 16 now proved by a mod decifive experiment, that 
however the majprity of our reprefentatives fiiay in 
fome indances of their conduS fail to aft up to the 
widies or cxpeSations of the people, they are incapa- 
ble of betraymg their trud when liberty and the condi- 
tution are at dake. And as it would be abfurd to require 
per?eiaion in human nature, we d^all be difpofed toex^ 
ciife thofe lefler offences, while we are (ecure of their 
truth and honour in all cafes of edlntial or extreme mo- 
ment. There are certainly indances upon the late 
eccafion of the mod exalted and difintered public 
fpirit and attachment to national honoar, that 
are to be found in the hi(lory of the world. Several of 
our mod didinguidied charaQers might have obtained a 
rank and confideration in another country far higher 
than they can ever hope for at home — but ibcy have 
. nobly preferred their duty to their iritered, and the 
. welfare of their country to their own aggrandizement. 
If therefore, we areJcfirous of maintaining our repu- 
tation as a wife and generous, people, we ftiall lofeno 
opportunity of giving proofs of returning confidence 
towards fuch men— we fhall defeat the wicked and in- 
, ferftal plan of didrud and' dMTenfioil— we diall no Ion-- 
ger look upon them with a jealous eye, becaufe they 
have not fliewn a feadinefs fo run all lengths with thq 
zeiil and padions of* the multitude— we d>all not fear t(y 
commit the deared intereds of the natibn. to their wii::. 
dbtn and integrity, affiired as the mod incrcduloua 
among us. mud now be, that they are fn heart the true 
and deady friends of Ifefand. 

■ Th^re is anether point, Vnv countrymen, that I wifli 
to imprcfi upon your minds as mirGriallv'obnncQed 
with thisfubjea. By the wifdom and integrity of your 
parliament you have defeated the plot of an infidious 
and treacherous minider ; but do not fufll-r his at- 
tempt to nftfee any alteration in your affeSions for 
England, who can by no means be cl^arged with enter- 
taining thefarne defigns with hin1> and probably would, 
oh her part, give a good dtal of oppofition to the 
meafure— for die well knows, that any benefit of trade 
v/hlch ftould be held out to Ireland as a purchafe for 
her independence, mud fo' far injure i.er own com- 
merce—and again, die co^ld not help looking with 
apprehenfion to the dupendoiis encreafc of power with 
which the influx of fo many Iridi members mud inved 
the miniddr. Every principled of judicc and honour, 
therefore, demands from us as lively an attachment 
and a9 7.calous fervicestowards England as dver. Nay, I 
win fa/ that it is peculiarly incambcnt on us to prove 
a nfiore marked and unequivocal fricnddiip for her, \n 
thfe prefertt pod(fre of affairs, for by this liberal con- 
du&^ we , (hall filcnce thofe who arc, alwajs ready to 
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fljinder our character; and our fifler kingdom willbe 
made fenfible that it is infinitely better to fecure the 
heart of a generous fiiend, than to have the rehi£kant 
'iubmiflion of -a difcontented flave. In the awful crifis 
of her affairs, we have taken our ftandby her fide, wil- 
ling to (hare with her the danger and glory of the c©n- 
tfft. Let us acguit ourfelves with that fpirit whichis 
the charaSeriftic of our nation. T-et us fhew t)ur com- 
mon enemy, that his attempts upon this country mud 
be .more vain than ever ; for we have now additional 
motives fo maintain our righisand liberties, in the con- 
fcious pofleflion of a virtuous, independent parliament. 
Let our union be the union of interefts and honor*-— 
And may the connexion lipon thefe grounds, laft for 
ever— may it prove a common benefit to both— and ne- 
ver b.e a ftain or reproach to either t 

HAMPDEN. 



TO THE 

iEDITORS OF T«E ANTIUNION; 



AlVthc WoRLD^a aSta^el 



ShAK81»KAIX, 



H. 



»Ca(Ugat St rcd«ndo mores. 



LAVING been enq of the audience allured by the 

•vaViety of iurprizing entertainments advertized in hand- 
bills to be presented on'Tuefday Evening laft, the 22d 
inft. at tie Royal Circuf in Fojler Place^ and Ending no 
pcrfon has yet given any <riVT^ttf on the performances 
exhibited that night, I take up my pen to gratify the 
•public curioTity, and fatisfy ihofe who could.notpro* 
' cure places on that oocadon. 

Being' an admirer of dramatic entertainments, and 
anxious for a good feat, I went at an early hour, and 
fqueezed myfelf amidft the throng into the gallery, and 
found the houfe, what is dramatipaHy called, abprn- 
per: many beaiitiful women, equally excited by pa-* 
triotifm and the curiofity fo peculiar to the charming 
fex, occupied the front rows of the boxes, kindly al- 
lowing the gentlemen . (as there was hardly ftanding 
room) toprds upon them, without complaining of any 
inconvenience, as all the ladies were interefted about a 
lHoifiii that was to have IriAi performers. 






After a prologue^ very well adapted to the qccahon,. 
(faid to be written by. an author, famous for, and long 
in, the habits of that kind of compofition) was recited 
by a n^oAvenfrahie and refpe^ able performer. The cele- 
brated piece, called the [/wow; or, Ireland divided^ was 
then brought forward. I cannot fay the plot was criti- 
ic^Wycorrch,^ but the incidcots were admiiably adapted 



fotjlagi effell ;— fome oT tlie dialogue breathed a fpi- 
rit of animated eloquence, brilliancy of fancy, and fire 
•t)f patriotifm, that would have done honour to Greece 
and Rome in their meridian fplendor! As to the i*fi/» 
ties of time and place^ th^ author, Jike Shakfpeare^ feemt 
to have fcorned the rules of ihe Stagyrite ; for, during- 
the reprefentation, he not onlytranfportcit the imagi- 
nation, but the performers, from Ireland to England, 
and then back again, for purpofes bell known ta bM- 
felf, of which I moft contefs, I could neWter fee the 
propriety or neceffity, as the itOerfJf ef the piece wa» 
certainly corifined to Irelanjf where the fcene of adion 
lay.;— thefe abfurdiries, arvf the difanffal of fome sMt 
excellem performers forrefuftng fome difagree*H^ parts 
allotted them, theyljeitig much in favotif of the public, 
damned (fupkte completely y thott^ the managers were 
duped into a belief of Jts^fttccefs, having had frequewt^ 
r^earfals, and engag^H more performers at a great fa- 
lary, who aflWed them, as did the prompfer, the piece 
would d<>f but it was received by the public with fuck 
marki of Contempt and indignation, that when the 
curtain dropped, the author begged to withdraw it, pro- 
mifing not to'hazard'afccondreprefentaiion ; thus, like 
the tragedy of Fortigern, palmed on the world as the 
produQioiT of our immortal bard, the Union was difmifV 
fed fRfm the Irilli ftage forever,* unldfs the publir cal- 
led for. another reprefentation. 

The after-piece, entitled Pahiotifm^ met with the 
fuccefs and approbation it defbrved, and was highly git* 
tifying to the public 

The tricis jmd deceptions whioh'*J)romifedfo much en- 
tertainment were unwerffiy of the perfons ttncemsd, 
and too vifible for legerdemain, to excite either far- 
prife or Mhniration. 

As to the performance of tTie Jlack and tight rope^ tfc^ 
4pe£lators were equally difappointed, from th^ puffs ot 
the pUy-biJl, (which was^purchafed wrth fuch a^idtty iy 
the public). The next time fiich exhibitions are at- 
tempted, the managers onght to remove the 'preponderat- 
ing Weight of lead which evidently appeared atone 
end of the 'pole during the exhibition of the perform- 
ers on the balance, arid which occa/toned/o mitny falling t4 
the gr$und* 

But they kindly made us amends by the urtexpeSed 
fUtroduSion of animal magnetifm^ which by the opera-» 
tion.of the tdngue arid motion of the hands ^ produced art 
irrefiftible impulfe on the a^idience, throwing fome into A 
profound fleepj fetting others a coughing^ and what is 
more furpriling, gave fuch a voracious appetite to 
many, as to breed a famine in the coffee rooms, ta 
which numbers adjourned during fome part of the per* 
formance. 

TYit young affor who was cxpe^ed to lea^ through a 
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^khi oft Jirff in the charaSler of ihe Cafitt Sfeflre^ failed 
In the attempt, aa4 ftnck in the middle, like Mahomet 
ffifpendcdr between two ioadAone$ ; and though he was 
nest precipitated Hke Filatre-de^Rofier^ in a bla^ from 
his baloon, and burnt to deaths yet every one faw that 
he was mod cQmpleatlyrtfafted. 

HOUSE concluded sr was geaenrll^.^pe£lcJ, the majof 
part of th*t nroop btiiTg well trained; and thorough 
paced) particulafly iht. black and white robed conjurors^ 
who as hij^ffyer? and riding upon two or three faddles at 
•^inie, are at eafe in every motiolt, knowing by expe- 
rience the harder they gallop in the circle, the fafer their 
pofition, and they can more eafiiy iranjlate tkmfehes 
from one feat to another— one of thai TOdy, however, 
was deficient in fuch dexterity and >yas conl^quently 
thxvn. As to the other pari of the troop they went 
round on one fide wifR ^onfiderable velocity ztid leaped 
over garters While their eyes weie fixed on the ftars* 

Sfgnor Parnellif though difmiffed from the Orcheftra, 

was too fond of antlent Iriih mufic not to be in the 

body of the houPc, and now and then during the chorus, 

.gave a tune with his counter tcnor^ that drowned the 

hcd bafe voices, 

I forgot to obferve the introdu£lion of St. Geor^tf as 
tht champion for England^ m the drama called the Union, 
^as appofite enough, and in this ibftance, (hewed a con- 
^catenation of ideas in the author, though it feemed very 
«ingailant in the performer (which for old family reafons 
^onght not to have happened) to turn tail on the heroine 
of the piece, called Hibernian and to ferve her as fci$ 
name'f^e did the dragon; St. Dennis would not have 
behaved fo. As to the charader of Caladonia (he was 
merely introduced as an attendant on Britania to Carry 
on a counterplot, but like the gentle Norah in Sheridan's 
x^-Itic (he only Created deri(ton* 

Much more entertainment was^iven thaa the play 
bill announced 2 A provincial performer moved Af^r- 
tinPs minute acrofs the ftspge" with rather an ill erace ; 
however, he poflTefles the neccflary aflfurance for the 
theatre, but we recommend, it to the manager to be 
ttiore attentive to cojlume and not to drefs his firft figu« 
rentes in Cunnemara (lockings^ 



but no one pitied Mm— wheil a Aew performer In the 
charafter of a magician (and who feemed to bewitch 
the whqie houfe) transformed the luckleft youth into a 
gteen and limber ttxiig^ in which charaQer he waved and 
(hmri(hed for the reft of the evening* The magiciart 
was prrfbrmed by a Mr, Plunket who feemed to be a 
a greit favourite with the galleries, from its beidg fup- 
pofed that he was a relation of their old friend Peg, but 
this we underftand is a miftake. T'he genius of Ireland 
was done the greateft juftice t^ bv that fteady and, valua- 
ble performer Mr. Ponronby-Hfinr. Egan who was ex- 
pefked to fing Poor Jack gavjf Taddy Whack without 
ijariations in a high ftile — INpi". Calfaa we find has 
retired from the ftage. ,ln the new pantomine 
of Avarice Puni(hed or the Golden Dream, the po* 
pular fcene of the heavens at midnight was given 
—A young lad from Kerry aSed the. iV/^i^/-*with afc^ 
twinklings, he was dark enough, refpeclahly gloomy, 
and decoroufly noaurnal. The allegorical perfonagc 
of Silence^ accompanied him, reprefented by a Dutch 
performer (his firft performance in that charafter) Mr. 
F'an de Li/rf *-he fuftained the part tolerably well, having 
uUered but one monyfyllable, And that very badty.-^ 
OldToler w2sC\in^by the performer who ufed to do 
jufticetoit; but he feemed out of tune, and ill at eafe> 
and complained bitterly of the accompaniment.— A per- 
fermcrfiTsm Woodlawn, aftoniftied Che houfe by a pas 
de deusc \ he wai great in the entrechangCy and the more 
he danced, the more he could do. If the entertainment 
had laftud long enough, it is thonghthe would have cut 
fix. If thefe remarks on the performance are hked, yoa 
(hall have more hereafter, from a 

SPECTATOR. 

P. S. t (ind thefserformer who played St. George^ tho* 
hts^cndeavoars could not (aye the piece, has been re- 
warded as lYit-prime inftrument in fupporting it. 



X HE following Note was found on the Black-Rode 
toad ; It is fuppofed to have dropped from the wri* 
ter*s pocket, durirtg a certain tottering in that ^iwrter^ 
kft Tuefday (<r'nnight. 



The young man who performed the Caftle Spe£lfe, 
after the failure we have already mentioned, endeavoured 
to regain "his chara£^er by trying various feats of ftrength 
much beyond his prowed, and in an attempt to pitch the 
bar he hurt his fingers forely and begged pardon of the 
houfe for his aukwardnefs : He even attempted a fong and 
tried a parody compofcd by himfclf upon the popular 
air of iweet Robin ; — Round Robin was the burthen of 
this pr6du6lion, but it failed too, and he made a fimilar 
apology. The unfortunate boy was greatly mortified. 



To Mr. John BuO. 



S I R, 



IVE me leive to tell you, that your ^oachn^an 6iU 
ly^ gets fo tipfey^ and drives fuch miferable and viciws 
hacks in this town, that the Royal George is in danger of 
being tverfet. A calamity which all hone(t men would 
deeply lament. His drag chain \%foh^A\y tempered^ it 
rauft foon break— and he can*i get any Bar Iron here 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 



for his purpofe. He whips furioufly fometlmee— n^Ic/Sls 
calling at Fo/ler-phcc for his way-bill — and is renfiarka- 
biy faucy along thro* C/arc^ftreet. In fhort his courfe is 
unequal^ wild and dangerous, the whole road to andironi 
Bray -head. 

I am, Sir, 
Your wti^wilhcT and friendly Monitor, &c. 

PADDY FINGERPOST. 



NAUTICAL INTELLIGENCE- 



o, 



on ftate days arki fundays, when he wore k gold epautef, 
with a foiled waiftcoal and torn trowfers. Thefc 
grofs faults have, it is true, been eminently corrcfied by 
the deFacacyaad refinenocnt of his fucceflbr. One in- 
ijance more of the poWcy s>i shanging tJu hands on Board t 
The orderly ferj rant of marines (an excetlent foldier) was 
cafliiered, becaufe he expreffed a reluSance to enter the 
lifts againil his country ; and it is well known thft inany 
pf the crew, who worked the (hip, would have been 
glad to have it wrecked provided they could fave them- 
felvcs. The captain inpngland hasfince declared, he 
would hav6 this vc;(rel repaired in Plyniouth-dook«— but 
we hear a Sfotcfi woriman has beenfebt over to aflfure 
him, that (he has gone to pieces and cannot be repaired. 



'N Friday, the 25th of January, at half an hour 
jxafl fix in the morning, was loft at the entrance, of Dub- 
lin Harbour, the armed cutter, 7 he Union ^ Capt. Pitt. 
She ftrtckon the Bar, on the 22d, and was at that time 
faved by the extraordinary force of onemanonXy ; but 
was dafhed to pieces under Ireland's Eye, on the ajth.— 
The Captain hioifelf was not on b^ard ; but flie was 
commanded bv a JMafter and Commander, who was a 
vjery young Mafter indeed; and (he W3s hulged by (bnrie 
(h^rp rocks which were not difcovered, owing to the 
young Mofter''s heing out in his foundings. But what con- 
tributed much to the lofs of the velTel, was the impru- 
dence of fuperceding, in themidA of the-ftorm, fome 
of the oldeft and ableft navigators, and putting incapa- 
ble' young officers in their place. The old Pilot, who 
had long. been in the government fer vice, and had ren- 
dered ^reat fervices, not only to theilate, but to the 
trade and navigation of the country, was difplaced; 
and he vtfas fi^cceeded in his ftijtion by Tifore-majl man, 
whom the crew in their refentment, conceived to be a 
pragmatical, (hallow, prefumptious young felfow* The 
old Pilot was a blunt, flurdy tar ; faithful, capable, 
and loved by the crew. He knew well the Harbour of 
Dublin, and was perfe6kly acquainted withevery part of 
the coaft. He had repeatedly told the Captain, before 
the voyage, "That the current was againft him, and 
that there was no ^/tf-/^m^, fir good anchorage {or \\\2X veC- 
fel, in any part -of Ireland; not even in the Harbour of 
Cork, if there (hould come a florm." He told him affo, 
". That thcj^eople of this country would notfofFer the car- 
go tobelandcdjas it contained fqmc articles oftht growth 
Si prdduce of the Ottoman empire, whichcould not fail to in- 
troduce the miferies of a /iiAjfir^ into this kingdom, & that, 
although the veflTel had performed a long quarantine in 
Scotland, yet the articles AiW retained their poifonous 
infeQion— for this counfel he was difmiffed, although 
his forewarn ings were fulfilled. It is however fair to 
fay that this old pilot h^d his faults : he had a.bluntnefs 
in his manner and negligence in his drefs unpardonable 
in a failor;— his manner was fuch, that he would not 
flatter his belters ; and as to his drefs I lie has been feen 
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*OOKS lately publi(hed in this city, and td be 
at all the circulating libraries : 

Eflays on'various fubje£ks, particularly one upon eadv 
of the following, viz. The Ready better than Jllef- 
peQ. Method of obtaining Contempt, virtute cffiui, 
Pjace without Pra£kice. Hatred may be held by Grapd* 
Serjeantry, St. George for England. Rvery Man ifeay 
fell himfelf to Advantage. Public Fnjuries private Gain* 
Honour or Honefty, not worth ,2,ooqL per Annuoi^ 
&c. &c. &c. By a Barriftcr^ 

. A new Art of Spea|cing ; in which it is demonftra- 
ted «hat Parliamentary, (and it is hoped Bar) Oratory^ 
may be acquired in defpite of Nature, or that by pro- 
per management, a Perfon may have.all the profits oF 
both, without poifeifing either. By the fame. 

A Parody on ** Oh dear what can thenpatter be."~ 

By the two Lords C — — . The FVuits of Igno- 

ranee. Vanity, and Perfidy. A Dialogue between ant 
Old Minifler, and a roung Secretary, partly in Profe, 
and partly mBlank Vcrfef. This Work was not intend- 
ed for the Public. By a Noble Lord. 

The Paradox; or, 106 more by 50 than 11 1. A 
Demonftration for the ufe of the R/linifter. By t|ie 
fame. 

Who^s the Dupe? and Who^s to Blanu)? Twa 
Farces, written by the fame. 

Improvements in the Management of the Nurfery^ 
as pradifed in the Author's own Fafriily. By the fame* 

Several Treatifes, (hewing that the Game of Cook, 
Cook, is no Children's Play. By various Hands. 

. New Tables of Simple Intereft, for individual Ufe* 
To which is now added, a Pra^tfcal FfTay on the Ma- 
nagement of New-Rye. By a Financier. 

Who's Afraid ? or, I don't care a — for you. , An 
Iri(h Comedy, done into Engli(h. By Sir J. P. 
F. 

%X% In the prefs, and freedily will be ptiblifhed, the 
Scot's Union, by Daniel De Foe; and the Irifh Union, 
by Daniel De FunCk. 
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advice: 



TO* 



YOUNG MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.. 



^ ^S many of you have not. yet -had time to take 
yew feats, fince the 6i&n*Skl or yoiir predeceflers on 
i^ quellion- of an Union, U occurred to m^ that I 
could not better employ myfelf, mw that thi tmtion has 
npt^'ng t4f agUattf wdtfhra^ />, than by giving you (bmc 
ioftrq£lions as toyoufcondufiW^oth in and ftut df the 
Houfe. The rules rihaJJiay down are fimple and ea- 
fy ; and are fuch as I have imiformly foltowed rayfelf, 
%viih what fuccefe, you can judge. And fir^, a* to 
your tntree into the Houfe : Be partiewlsw* who the mem- 
bers, are thar mtroduce you; they are your periiticJ* 
fponfcrs, that muft anfurer for your fttore faith;-** Tell ' 
^hoflu you Uve with, andlwiM tell you what you 



nie \M 



are," is an adage as true as h is common. The firft im* 
[^rcfiion of your virtue and abilities, wW he received 
fropi your early companions ; and firft imgreffions are 
feUiom traced. Be earefui, therefore, tTiat'they are 
men whofe veffetility oftiiind, and accommodatmg dif- 
pofuir-ns, qiiahfy liUnti to fill tvery fit nation, -^rom the 
higbtft, t<3Khe vor^ Utij€/I, Yqu will fhus get credit 
for prpmifingt^ be a very tf/J^ charaSer. 

On your firfl introdudion, it \^ill be neceflary to 
how to the chair. As matmer often fupplies the place of 
n^tter^ this ought to be done with a giaoc. It will be 
the more neceffary, as no doubt you are difpofed to 
follow Sir Archy Mac Sarcafin's excellent advice, " ftit! 
to keep bowing," and ** never to ftand upright in the 
preftiice of a great' man,'* It will be proper, therefore,^ 
ro take fome le (Tpns from a dancing matter ; efpecrally 
if you have iKvcr learnt before. Not that I (hoold wi(h 
you to ftutly ih^ fcience profoundly. , As far as it will be 
ufeful to you in your prefent fituation, you wi41 acquire 
it by degrees j the attendance, for inftance, which ypu 
vvill dance at the Caflle, muft be done in ixfrnk pace, 
which you will naturally fall into ; and. as to the com- 
mon movements of crofs over, cfh^e fidtSy &c. you 
willhayeanopportnnity of feeing thtfe dene with if- 
toniihing celerity and eafe, (not to trench upon the me- 
ri|8 of any other profeffor) by one of the firft matters. 
Should you be an admirer of French fiefs, theSe9retary 
will foon teaoh yDU a few. He lately aftoniflied every 
b9ily by his c5«/r<f//m/, and he will fhortly, it is expeS- 
ed^ ^Khew yOM 9^£ba^e^ in an elegant ^ rfe-rfCT/:?, which 



he IS expeSed to perform along with his friend th^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to the great delight of 
all fpedators. 

When you have taken the oaths^ and are completely! 
mftalled in youf office, do not look around like a booby, 
as if at a lofs where to place yourfelf. Nothing give^ 
a meaner opinion of a man*s underftanding, than 2^ 
wavering, undecided condufk. Determine, therefore^ 
at once ; and having done fo, invariably adhere to that 
determination. By thus evincing thc|t. you come into 
Parliament to a^, and not to deliberate,, and that yo« 
have already made up your mind upon every fubjeft 
which qan by pipflibility arifc, ypu will cwiviucethe 
world of the great range of your underftandi/ig^ and fe-- 
c^re yourfelf fronsalliraj)Utat1on of in^proper mtotifeg^- 
which occafionally changing fides might give rife to. 
In point of accommodation, there is little difference be*^ 
tweea the fid^s of the Houfe. The right h^nd biei^ig 
always the moft worthy, the Bench on the right _of th* 
^air, i»y (if you look for honors) the moft nonocablfi. 
Bcfid^s it is pro.boblc you will be l^fs crowded thtrc. 
It is true, this will bring you into conta^ with his Msi^ 
jefty's Minrfters, v/ho generally fit on that Bench;, this, 
however, when fairfy .confidered, is not fogrcit an ob-.- 
ieSion, as fnight at firft appear ; for thp* it is aaold 
and a true faying, " if you h^^ndle dirt yoiJ wittjpil 
yt)ur fingers,'Vye^ ftjU they are his Majeilv's confide^-.- 
tial fervants, and "Jove me, love my dog," (to fay rH^-'^ 
thing of theicj/i^ which that dog has in his mouth) a fay- 
ing no Jefscftimable. 

' Both in and out of the Houfe, be careful to convince 
the world by your macjaer, that you always bear in mii?4 
the high fiiu^tiou you fill— that you are aware of th^f 
g|-eat purpof^; fpr wbiqh you were apppinted— that y^m 
can ;|ccpunt for the neccflity of fuch an .appointment*r»i 
and that you arc fiiljy fcnfibJe of the partl(?ular realfoa' 
vfhyyouf of ^Jl others, ihould be pitched on for the vn-i- 
poftant office^— evince your confcioufaefs, therefore;, 
that you arc a member of the-higheft affcmbly in the 
niation-ip-that you are appointed not only to a^, but 1q 
tiink, for'lbe people — that the nectfliiy of fuch an ^p-r 
pointment aTifcsfrom the utter incapacity of the peopjo 
tda^ or M/n^.fop themfelves — and that jffM were clioi^n, 
becaufe in jj>w.are c.oncerjtered all the talents, wifdo0>,( 
and virtue, of tlicdi|lria you profefs to reprefent. Bft 
careful on all occafions to manifett the high fcnfc you 
haveqf your own iutcUcQual powers— rhtiul^s tJie im^ 
ppfing air of fublimiiy this will give to your ,whoJe 4^er. 
■ meaopur, it wij^pj^y a fluttering coippJiment toxbofe, 
who appointed you, b\ convincing theoxth^ u\ j^ofir 
fincerc opinion, they.difplayed^r^t gof^^iVofe an4;^\ ^ 
crimination iA* the choice. * ^ - 
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Kever lake aJvice, efp^ctaHy from thcTe wlfo, in 
vu -gar language y aie caileJ your conflitucols,; not even 
wheie their in<ii vidua! interefts arc cxciiifively concern- 
ed, or where the^fu^jJ6l falls pecuJiariy within -their 
knowledge. To receive advice, is to acknowledge that 
you can pclTibly .ftand in nee3 of inftruftion, and that 
there is fume informatioo which you are yet to acquire. 
Nothing can be more derogatory from your dignity 
fhan thi3, even-wHiere yoti cannot *be expeSed to know 
much; and indeed the lefs you are expefled to know, 
(he higher opinion will be .entertained of the knowledge 
you pdflTcfs, whicli will then be Idoked aipon as imui- 
fivc— befides, nothing evinces a mari*s fpirit more 
fhan his a&ing indireft oppofition to the line of his 
duly, efpccially when ibat duty is fuggefted'by tho6 
who rttay claim a right to advife. 

' The fo'vuer of parliament has, within thefefew dayx^ 
become stimoft proverbial — all things are, at prefent^ pof- 
fible to it; you muft therefore ftouily maintain the om- 
nipotence of parliament, on all proper occafions— 1 fay on 
Jill proper occafions, for it is a .two-edged weajx)n, 
which r^qOires to be hancfled wifh dexterity — and her^l 
muft caution you againft falling into a miftake natural to 
young men without a knowledge of the world. The 
•^* omnipotence," the "wifdom;" the " virtue^** the 
• independence," and fuch like of parliament, are 
not to be received l)y you abfoluiely, and without qua-' 
lification ; ^n the contrary, as a late learned judge 
once obferved^ when endeavouring to reconcile a fuitor 
in his court to the names—" rogue, rafcal and knave," 
which had been liberally dealt out to him by coimfelon 
the oppofite ficfe: ** Thefe terms are only to be under- 
ftood fecundam fuhjefiam materiam:^* For inftance, 
ihould any meafurecf reform be introduced, fuch as a 
bill for exduding revenue officers from parliament, deny 
the competency of parliament to make laws which 
would exclude any particular itidividuals from the 
Houfe of Commons, and partially disfranchife their 
conftituenis, i>y fettering that choice which ought to be 
free ; maintain too, on fuch occafions, the great virtue, 
the proud fpirit, the exalted fenfe of independence of 
parliament, which render fuch a meafure unneceffary ; 
exprefs your deicftation of that man wlio would dare 
•with facrilegious handsto touch a ftone of that venera- 
ble pile, under whofe fhelier '* this nation has experi- 
enced unexampled profperity,^' and that too at a fea- 
ibn when the beft conftruSed governments in Europe 
have fallen before the fury of a hurricane; but fhould 
if be attempted not ^jrr/j//y, but /oca! /y^ to disfranchife 
the eleSors of Ireland, not merely to fetter their choice, 
but to deprive them of aH choice; not to reform the 
parliament, but to cxtinguifh it for ever; not to mo- 
dHy the legiflature, but to furrendcr the legiflaiion to 
the crown, or to transfer it to 2 foreign nation, and this 
4iot merely without the affent, but againft the will of the 
people; then maintain the omnipotence of parliament \n 
jaW its plenitude, viilifv its paft conduQ, blazon its cor- 
/uptioD^ and laugh at its independence 3 and whilft j^ou 



m'ainfain the incapacity of tlie nation to matitxge Its own 
internal concerns, infift on the prudeiKe -and -propriety 
of transferring the right to ftrangor?, who, being indif- 
'ferent'to its interefts, can difcufs them with more <;ool- 
nefs, nor dread the imputation of inconfiftcncy in 
manTtaining that that affembly which is inadequate to 
the common purpofes of internal regulation, is com- 
-petentto determine the greateft of all poffible imperial 
queftions ; or that that body which is fo dependant and 
focorru^t as to render it im^^udent and unfafe to intruft 
It with the power of le^ifliuing for Ireland, fliou Id. yot 
be invefted with the right to transfer that power to 
others, and intrufted to acijuft the terms of the transfer 
with that nation on which it is fo dependent, and by 
whidh it has been fo corrupted. Thefe little inconfift- 
cncies are among ihofe eccentricities df muuh which 
diftingtiiih the man of genius from the pradical plodder, 
who never fe^s an objeS without noting all its hearings 
and diftances. 

-Should you be of the profeflion of the Bar, you will 
not want frequent opportunities of diftinguiftiing your- 
felf; at no per io<! did great conftitutional queftions oc- 
cur fo frequently, aad on thofe you will beexpeQedand 
prepared to fpeak— the more repugnant the- fide you 
maintain is to common vulgar ideas of liberty, or the 
conftituiion, the finer field will you have for the exer- 
cife of -your ingenuity ; and whatever cflRe^ls your elo- 
quence may have on others, it will, at leaft, convince 
your party that you will go any length to ferve' them ; 
for which, no doubt, .the will fhew their gratitude. Be 
fure on thefe occafions aKvays to hegin your fpecch 
by faying fome.thing of yourfelf, it is a fubjc^ in 
wh'tch the world muft be deeply interefted — defcribe 
your fituatioQ in life as independent — aftert the utmoft 
purity of motiwes, and profefs toipeak ^he honeft dic- 
tates of an unbiafled confciencc ; this will convince 
your party that you have prudence enough to keep their 
fcicret and your own. Should your paft ccndu6l, or 
prefent fituation be fuch that ordinary aflerlions of in- 
dependence will not be attended to, I have no objeflion 
t© an appeal to heaven, provided it be made in a fo- 
lemn and impreifive manner. Thefe little rhetorical 
flourift\es are very. allowable, and have often a pretty 
effeS in a fpec<:h which would other wife contain no- 
thing tojcxcite or keep up attention, and therefore they 
ought to be introduced when the yawning of ^hofe 
about you, X)r the coughing on the other fide, proclaim 
^nnui, or difguft. 

When any meafure is attempted by your party, de- 
ftrufliveof the rights of the people, endeavour to find 
a precedent for it, in the proceedings either of our own, 
or of fome foreign parliament— no matter if you ihould 
have to j^o fo far back as the reign of Edward 3. in 
fearch of it. There is nothing fo confolatory to a fuf- 
fering mind as the refic£lions that others have fuffered 
before by the fame means, and as the parliamems of 
this and the neighbouring kingdoms have pafled through 
crery intermediate ilage between the moft abjefik fe^yUi- 
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ty, an.l tJieir prefent plenitude of power, it cannot 6e 
cftfficult to find fuch a precedent in favour df aay mea- 
fare. If, for inf>ance, a legiflalive incorporation of the 
two kingdoms Should be before the houfe, the Scotch 
Union m 1707 prefents an example worthy tobc follow- 
ed by an Irifti parliamervt in 1799. Let not the -diffe- 
rence in the cojjftitutions of the two kingdoms (hock^ 
as It mighty your underft.mding: a parliament is a par^ 
liament all the world over, no matter how conftiiuted 
or of whom compofed, nor let the tinne, the place, the 
fituation of the country, or any fuch tri8ng circum- 
ftAnce, induce you to withhold fo excellent a precedent. 
" Expedient*' and " prudent*' are abftraft terms, which 
have no rchitioii toexiftitig circtrmftances, and therefore, 
what is expedient and precedent at xnn time, in one place, 
or in one fituation, muft be fo \n alk Neither let the 
manner in v/hich the Scotch Union was affefled, viz. 
by fraud and force, weigh with you— the pr^rcedeitt 
may not be the lefs in point on that account. To. this 
you may add the amhority of great conftiiutional wri- 
ters : I muft caution yo4i, however, that this is dange- 
reus ground to go on, for unlefs they are garbled .wkh 
judgment, they may make againft you. Sir Wm. Black- 
ftone has been often quoted, and with prutlcnt manag- 
ment may be made fomething of; for inftance, when 
in vol. I ft, page 162, he fays, '* So long as the conjlitution 
lafh we may venture to aftrm that the power ot parlia- 
ment is abfolute and without controul." You have only 
to omit the words, *' fo long as the conftitution lafts," 
which could feem to infinuate that the power of parlia- 
ment muft determioc with the conftitution on which it 
dcipends, and fejeQ the words " we may venture to 
affirm," whicli, unply a doubt, and then you will have 
the fentence thus — " the power of parliilment is abfo- 
hite.and without contr.oul," which will completely ferve 
your purpofe. Some I know may be inclined to adduce 
as an authority the revolution in 1688, but I am utterly 
ugainft the moftdiftant allufiontoitiat great event. In 
the firft place, the word " revolution" wodd fticck loyal 
minds, and then it would be argued, (for there are al- 
ways men inclined to put every thing in the worft light) 
that if you admit that to have been a revolution which 
did not alter the conftitution in a finelc.titlje,, but merely 
changed the perfon etercifing one of the tranches of.it, 
by what name will you call an aft which caufes the total 
deftruQion of the other two? Befides James was de- 
throned for** having endeavoured tofubvert the C9nflitutim 
hy breaking the original caritra^^^ made with the people. 
He was dtpofed by the nation-^for after he had abdi- 
caied the. government, there was then no parliament-— 
and therefore. Sir Wm. Blaclcflone fap, vol. ift, page 
211, that " it was the aSt of the nation alone," for, fays 
he, page 212, " whenever a queftion arifcs between the 
fociety at large, and any magiftrate vefted with powers 
originally delegated by that fociety, it muft be decided 
by the fociety it/elf.** Add to this, that many might be 
induced to look into the Englifli commons' journals 
about that time^ in which the prindples x>f Locke are 



made the foundation of their proeeedlngs; principles 
which they might be difpofed to think were exprefsly 
confined by ihe aft of feitlement, and of which they • 
mighrtjonfider every ad of parl^ment made fince as 
containing a .virtual recognition. I would, therefore, by 
ail means, have you to avoid fo dangerous a (ubjeQ with • 
refpe6t to arguments drawn from the condud of hdivi* 
dttahf t do not think much of them. People feem tired 
of hearing of Lord Somers both in and out of the 
houfe; they are not inclined to pin their political faith 
on any one man's ieeve ; and am I much afraid they do 
not fee the analogy as clearly as they ought, between aH 
Englijhman endeavouring to exalt his own country ^ and 
an /r//i&««/fcontriving to debafe his, Befides this would 
introduce a fpirit of argument, which may prove by no 
means favourable, viz. the inferring the nature of the 
aft from the ch^a£ter of the aQor ; and therefore, when 
it is afked, ** would Lord Somers have prepared the 
articles of Union if he had not thought it a conftituti* 
onal aS?" The oppofite party may aft," would Pitt- 
have the Union with Ireland fo much at hearrif he did 
not think it would contribute to his own aggrandizemeru, 
aiHl open a fourceofievenue— would theEngliflinatidn 
defire it if they did not think they would gain by tte 
change ?" But there is one line of argument which I 
recommend, as ii has never been taken yet : many have 
adopted dd prejudices which they have not yet been able 
to get rid of^ fuch as, that parliament is an emanation 
from the people— that its power is a mere delegated truft, 
which it muft exercife upon the terms on whicli it wa« 
given, and for.the lienefit of thofe by whom, and for 
whom it was fo given— that to give parliament i right 
of deftroying any branch of the conftrtution, a right 
which it dcHies to the people themfcjvcs, is to render the 
creature more powerful than the creator. Now, as they 
are in general very good fort of people who entertain 
thefe abfurd notions, and whofe feelings one would not 
wifli to revoh ; when thefe things are advanced, do not 
dircSly conff adiS them, but argue from them in favour 
of the fide you fuppor-t ; thus, when it is faid, that by 
deftroying parliament you extinguifti Ireland as a haticn : 
It is admitted that Ireland owes its exiftenoe as a nation 
to parliament, kt\d therefore it follows neceffarily that 
parliament creates the nation, and not the nation parlia- 
ment ; otherwife when parliament had abdicated its 
fnnQions, there would be nothing to prevent the nation^ 
if it furvived, from chuftng aitother parliament. Keep 
thisftone in your fleqve for them until the qiieftion is 
again ftarted. Not a word. Sir Boyle Roche has not 
yet got hold of it. 

Another rule which I would lay down for your con- 
duft is one which, perhapf, you may fecITome difficul- 
ty in prevailing on yourfdf to follow, but which I 
have always looked upon in fo important a point of 
view, that I cannot help thinking it ought to be the eo- 
vec ning principle of a young member of parliament— 
whatever you may be offered as a^ return for your part, 
gr earncft for your iiiturc fupport, dp not rcfufc it j it 
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will convince ihe wotM that you are thought of coiife- T> 

arc poffeffed of virtue enough not to aa the knaye— ZrLru ^^ 

w„hout temptation If you are oflFered money fhere- "^No , If?^*'" 

fore, pocket it and fav no m«r- if » -il^ ^ . ^o- »• St. Geor 



fore.pockeVh'andfaV no"Mrre!"Ta™p°acJ/K «r«i5°' -•»• ^^* ^u''*'F ''S*"'"? S*. Patrick-Tkis Is ,a 
ever fo fmall, do not rejca it ; the pame of a phL. P'^P'''"''"?^ »^ Wof St, Pairickhighly fpirhed, 

man g,v„ ponfequence with the vulgar"; befide, it is tL^ " ! *^ ^^- 9^^'^^ Mt perf^ftly correa. 
A»ll a ftep, and fliouid you at any timl wi& foTfome! iJ ^ap^"-/ «n<l «rmo«r rKlicuIoufly modern, and the 

""ng hjghcr, you will be fure to 'find fome nobSn «fr l?'^*'-^ ""^^'^ ' ^ """ ^t. George has nothing 

whowiftiesto provide for a fuperanaoated fervanTor °^ }^^ f\^'°J»°'* ^^t hita, but the name' ; the paint- 

peor relattqn, aad who will afllft in giving you a fhore fk k « r"**- '*" «^'"' ^'^ "'"'» *'''f" St. Patrick has had 

for his own fake. ^ ^ J^*" * "*°^^ ^l, ,1'' "' ""^ '"' «*'*«^'«'-y has retired to /r,«r. 

Attach yourfelf to fomegreat man; praife Wm in all a r° * TT^/.°"r*' (each 105) vying to get over 

companies; and if he i, attwked, kim to loS ^pon r c ur^ ""^"^K ^" ""^"^'^ ''^•»- ^ fi|ureftroi»giy 

yp«,felf as his liege-m»„, bound by te^re TZi £""^^1 ^ ^~T^^' ^V .ppears%p have^ 

h|m aga.«ft his enemies ; this will Jt fail to comedo ^rt?'^i' ''" ' *'*^^\ 

J.I6 ears. In the ho«fc take every opportunitr rf « .u "'i / P**'^^' of Lord Caftlereagb mourning 

ipeakmg to him; the people in the S»itery will rf Tu **'*''*»'i^f ,*/""«' *ho *« convinced in the latl ^ 

mark this intimacy, and wiM conclude! when he jJ .^**' „"^ ''°'«^ ^" his h*nd a fajtire of Horace, fct to 

™^L — r 1^ . > ♦■»-" IK IS muiic, Hoc — • .. . 



'of .^r** M T,/// ; qod appears to fing it to a 

plaintive air. A tcanflation lies on tite floor beginoioK 

lti\K~'Sfupherdt I hav€ loft a vote. © *« 

No. IV. Agroopeof Duteh merchants at Tapan» 

P^'"''"g commercial pivileges, by trampling uponthe 

No. V. The companion of the former. The D'oyer 
HundFed of Cork, figoing an Addrcfs for the Union, 
riiefe IS much itaerrji in thefe pieces, but very little 
Jpint. They evidently are of the faihefchool. 



nwktng fame obfcrvation on the weather, that he is 
confiilting you about the bafmefs of the day ; this will 
not fail to raife you in their dlimation. When vour 
patron fpeaks be furcto cry « hear"-whenever you 
ohfervefrom his mannerihat be.//}/«i..he is faying a 
good thiag; this will have ado»*leeffea; it wiJIat 
000c flatter his vanity, and peevent the other fide from 

Z?'"l'u*"f'. u *'^"**^ ^™'" aofwering what has been 
l«d. Should he at any timp falter, or be at a lofs for a 
vwrd, be particularly vociferous; thw will give him 

time to recollea huiifelf, and muft be wonderfully ^Z 

tify ing, as it will convince him you are difpofed to ti've ^''■' 

htm credit for a good thing befow be utter, it.- Y«ur CHEAP DRESSING-foggefled to a Lawver of rr«» 

E^rn?f„];*'i'^"^^r""^'"^'^^^^-S»«^"%«>"'- ^^'^H^.^horemindf^sofpci^^Sn/and^tte 
patron or mdeedany other very great man, aik you to woolsack. ^ ' '"'^ "* 

lime, be fure not to refufe, hut give up every other engage- TT" 

"^i >r:ii f :rfi 'siVz^"^:^- ^ ?''^ r ^^ r r ■'^''^ ^' ^^^ '^-'^^''^ ^^^^^^ 

it willgiveyou with your eq^uals WhT in eoSTn i^"^*>'^"^r^*°^"P^'V''"*''°'''"='^'°" ^''''^ *•*»''. 
with the latter tJTk of L^rd^C— Ttd R T ^r •?!'/ "~'^'*' ^^r "*"*":: ^' X^"^ 'o"S"e you so wag, 
they were your moft intim^e cc^pLTon^T^Jj X',' ^"''^"'^^ ^ ^'^^^ ""^' "'sVloVSn ShIv. ^ 
repeating any thing which you may have overheard one SOLOxVJ ON SHAVER 

gneatmanfay to another, take care to let it be th^afct 

thatttwasparticukflyaddreflidtoyou. If aoy intend- ' -~ 

ed meafure of govwmnent is talked tff, of which ypu S L A V E T R A D F 

know tiothing but from the newfpapers, look, wife and ^ ^ *" 

myfterious-obfcryc that " the aocounts in cireulation rpO ^e fold one hundred and four Nesroe. oerf.a 

Wn -that It IS merely whifpered atthecaftie." very fine colour, being jet black from head to foot as 

And. If another i^entures to taJk oa the fubjed fmile at has been^>ronon^ed on i late infpeaTon A thev Ir? 

hnn contemptuoufly, and ftrug your ftoulder.; by hQwever.'^unfo.ind in conftitSn, Jh^y wH be foTd 

rrerciar ^^'"^^ ^oralUhe^owIedgeS ^J^^^^ to be m,,.l tl tZ t 

Thercare many other rules wWchI could lay down vll^^^l^Y.^ ''^'^"^"' " "'^ ''''''" ^^ '''^ 

^ yourcondua, but thefe aro enough for the prefem. N. B. It is expeaed that they may thrive when re- 

Hy following them .mplictry.I have littledoubt ^ your moved to a^w foreign ifland, as tLT a e obf*ved to 

t^?l'h^S.r„r^-'^'^l'"r''°""'P'«'«' «'«- have had ;j attient to\heir niivTcolt J, an5 
ta,n which I now enjoy^that of ^ therefore It is not to be apprehended that they will * piS* 

■-'^ OLD HACK. away after it, as African Slaves do ufuaWy. 



PoWinj T^mxn 6b 3I«row ^o«t«, 4;, a;o»cst.ffwM, 
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GENTJLEMEUr, 



lS you have difpiayed a virtue feldom paralleli?di fb 
ck) youftand iha fituation altogether without precedent. 
For the firft time in the hiftory of the empire has iht 
▼ote of parliament been deeritfrd a dead letter, and its 
-^oice a brutum fulmerii For the firft time has a minifter 
confronted the Houfc of Commons in the very moment 
of his defeat, and declared a refojution to perfcverc in 
a meafure fre(h branded by their reprobation. I fpeak 
not of the ftiamelefs and abandoned effrontery of the boy; 
the prefent time is too precious to wafte uppn an unwor^ 
thy individual, and public indignation (hould not be 
thrown away upon an objeQ appropriated by contempt. 
But I fpeak of the conftitutional novelty, and 1 exhort you' 
to furvey with fteady and ftudious attention the politi-^ 
cal phenomenon of a government, ftabilitating its pro- 
jeSs upon the difapprobation of Parliament. Hirhert^ 
the courtefy of the conftitution has confidered a aimi& 
terial majority as fpeaking the fenfe of parliament ; «nd 
by a conftrudion which has been fubmitied to^ even* 
when it has been murmured at, fuch has been called th& 
voic6 of the people. Even this has been limited by the 
cffccency of former days ; and the ininifter who found 
himfclf fupported by a mere maj§rityy has uniformly re- 
tired. But the gradual relaxation of modern politics 
has, fince the idminiftration of Mr. Pitt, reftraincJ 
the old faftioned principle; and tHegreateft modoration 
which the people have been warranted of late to expe£k 
from the minifter,^ is that he would abandon k particular 
meafure when he found he was not able to carry it.. 
Much was expeded from the youthful patriotiim of 
Lord Caftiereagh, and it was very little doubted by tKoIe 
who knew him, that if he had but a majority of oney 
he was too conftitutional not to a£l upon it. But his 
Lprdlhip has gone further— he has outftrip^ed expeSa- 
tion— ^he has difcovered a new principle, and revealed a 
new fyftem in politics. He is the firft minifter who, in 
the fame moment that he was left in a minority, had 
the fpirit to addrefs the Houfe of Commons in this re- 
markable language — I will perfevere in themitfiire which 
ycu have reje^ed. He is the firft minifter who has dif- 
placed the fcrvants of the crown becaufe they voted with 
the majority ill parliament. He may daim all thedif- 
cretion of exhibiting to an irritated people in an inflaiH^ 
lathle moment, the provoking fpcdade of the executive^ 



^mmitted with thereprefentative. Thefe certainly ai-fe 
novelties juftl^i reierved for an age of wonders, and ap- 
propriately aHbtted to an age of revolutions. Such 
events were never fbrefeen by the fimplicity of our ah- 
ccftors; and were the (hades of Sir Robert Wal|K>te- 
and Lord North tt>' return upon earth, they would llrtetl 
t6 the tale with faftidtouv incredulity. 

While r hold upthed things td your aftoniftiment, I 
do not intend to exoitethat mute wonder, which themodeft' 
minifter will not fail to telfyou is invotuntary f¥difi. t' 
truftyou willperufe with attention the inftruftive p^gfe' 
which he has opened, and I hope that your commehc* 
may be pra£lical. Let thefe faQs open- your eyes tf 
once to the nature of that meafure which the minifter. 
fays you have in vain rejefked. Read Lord Caftrei-eagh's 
oonduQ:,. and Mr. Pittas fpeech together, ahd learri from' 
thofe faithful documents what an Union is. 

The veil is honeftly withdrawn ; it \i jio longer pre- 
tended that an Union i» made . neceflary by oOr recent' 
oclamtties, or recommended by commercial advantage;: 
we are called away by the minifter at once from all 
thofeamnfing-and inftruSive fpeculations in which we - 
have mdulged upon this intisrefting fubje^. Hbw it is^ 
te^bear upon our religious diftinSions— how it might Af-^ 
fed our trade, were good topics for pdniphfetr and for" 
fpeeebet-— they XMf^x point d moral f or adorn a tale.- 
Even Mr. Cooke's ingenuity has become oblblete, ai^d^ 
ir is no longer nepeAary for the Caftle to demon ftrate^ 
that an Union, like a noftr^im, i^ good for alUifordfers.- 
Ever fincethe D'Oyer Hundred addrefled, if' bar Been ^ 
forgotten that Cork might have bfefeti benefited By the in- 
juries of Ireland ; all abftrad difcuffions,. ind pf-aQicar 
calculations, are at an end. Mr. Pitt has firtprified the- 
queftion, has* •'brought ittoa*pbint, and wit and argu- 
ment and felf-ime>eft may repofe. N<jf to meet tempo- 
rary inconvenience^^ but to countera£b permanent mif^ 
chief,' is an Union^ rntend*^d. To reclaim the BdkBA^ 
RISM of Irilard^9t iafptove thb tKDtRSTAiiDlNGS 
ef the /r//fc— to put art end to a parliaMent^ which from 
radical defea of coH/Htutioh CAltNOT SERVE THE 
COUNTRY — and to expunge every trace of that mea- 
fure^ the childish MEA&ruRC, of the independence of 
the parliwient of Ireland.^ Thefe are the objefts of an 
Union-— thefe are the projefiks, and this is the language 
of the minifter. You are at once at iffiie with him, 
whether you will give hiqi your conftitution or not. 
Gentlemen, I feel a reverence for you which could be 
little underiiood by the Lord Lieutenant^s Secretary, 
and in the fpiritof that feeling, I forbear to irifiilt yotfr 
underftaiiijirtgs (dl barbarous as they ote). By com^ * 

•Vide Mr. PiU'e Speech. 
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rf»iftit!p.g uprn this mfelenl attack. 1^1 thought that 
thcfpiiitt)f the Irifh Houfeof Commons required to be 
roured to a kn'^^^ of its infuhcd and outraged dignity, 
1 fhouldnot'harbtnir a wiih for its exiftence, but mould 
Irjften ihecccomplinvraent of .its ruin, and rejoice with 
Mr. Pitl in the overthrow of a parliament radically in-' 
cipable of fer'vi'h^^ my cmmtlry, 

Obferve thecondu^ of the Ififli, walking hand i« 
iij hand with the language of the Englifh minifter— 
Obferve nearly two thirds of the x:ounties of Ireland 
and moll of the principal cities^ declaring explicitly 
tginnft this innovation — the cry of the public diifitis* 
fadion hourly fwclling, the metropolis unanimous, and 
the difiwter^ded D'Oyer Hundred of Cork confirming a 
general feJitiment by its folitary exception j— this uni- 
vcrfal feeling fandlioned within your walb, and the voice 
>of the Irifh parliament, echoing the voice of the Irifh 
people, and all this, (lighted and contemned, audacioufly 
• defied by Mr. Pit'i, and frigidly difregarded by his de- 
puty. 

There is more in the>j)i3urc of theprefent moment 
M'orihy of your attention:— If government have inter- 
fered to crufli the expfdtion of the public opinion— If a 
letter has been, written from the Caflle to procure the 
fupprefnon of a conftitutional meeting of eleSors in 
one place— If in another, aOeneral of a diftr<£l has pob^- 
licly prohibited .a fimilar meeting upon pain of difper- 
fion by the.'foldiery— If thefe' things have happened, 
(and thgy ijove happened^) you wiU be naturally induced 
to enquire further into the fituation of your country*.^— 
It may no longer ^perhaps be a matter of curiofity and 
. conjc^Lure that every packet which announces the perti- 
nacity of the defeated minifler, announces at the fame 
time the march of frefli troops for Ireland, and that at 
the clofe of the rel>eIlioOf we are aftonfflied by the rapid 
if^ux of thofe fuccoupe whofe tardy apprx>achcs we la- 
mented in the conimencement of it. When all thefe 
thirvgs are confidered, fmalier matters will ceafe to fur- 
prife. it will then be nothintg but oonfiflency that a 
goverfiment print in England fheuld have publifbed a 
y^rofs, falfe, and libellous, niiftatement of the proceed* 
mgs of the Irifh parliament, and have -reprefented your 
viftofy over the enemy of your country, as the tumul- 



I acknowledge however, that in thus fy^^"'* '^'^ 
thing aflonifhes me, and! can attribute to nolhiilg butio 
Lord Cafllercagh's confliiutional d««oru,ra, that wifh 
to preferve appearances which induces him to exert mi- 
niflerial ingenuity in order to procure a minority in par Ih 
ament. I candidly fet this down to his patriotifm, and 
when I fee the violence •x5f hi? meafures thinning the 
treafqry'bcnCh, I confole myfelf by obferving that his 
public fpirit recruits it.. .When I fee a legal preferment 
given to a barrifler. without proftffional bufJnefs, under 
the aufpices of a political Lord Chancellor, ^nd a Golof^ 
nclcy of Militia rcfufed to an did foldier, -and rgiven to 
a lubberly ,country gentleman in ine adminiftration of^a 
M/irtimty \ hail with much fatisfaQion the only fymp- 
toms which fhe fecretary has betrayed of any regard for 
the opinion 6f theHoufe of Commons. 

Gentlemen, in fuch a*crifis, what is to he done? I 
prefume not toadvife that wifdom, or to (limulate that 
public fpii*it, which have fo recently diftinguifhed them- 
lelves. I do not intend to weary you with arguments 
a^ainfl this abominable meafure which you fo lately 
have reprobated— you are ferifible of its mifchiefs al- 
nsady. You have/>rot;fJthat if Ireland lofes her Houfc 
of Commons fce wiillofe her friends. You know that 
a military government mufl be fubftituted in exchanges 
rfndthat the^men who have argued that Ireland may be 
made another Yorkfliire, and is fufiiciently proximate to. 
England'foracommonlegiflative, admit that it is fuffi- 
clently diflinS for a feparate and deputed executive. 
You tnow what a military government is, even with a 
parliament, and I trufl we never fhall experience what, 
it is without one. You arejconfcious of the abfurdity 
upon the face of this propofition**— that the Irifh gentry^ 
in order to acquire a capability of ferving their colintr}^ 
mufl remove four hundred miles from it. You fee 
jflainly that fhis is with the miniiler « defperale mea- 
fure of finance and revenge— that in his own fpcech he . 
fVates it openly to be revenge for our counteraQioh of 
his propo'fitions in 17^5, and of his regency poli- 
tics in 1789, and that ill the King*s moflage the 
financial bait was thrown out to the Englifh, which 
had been artfufly hid from the Irifh parliament, 
that it was a meafure to augmtnt and conjo\idat9 tht 
tuous and diforderly triumph of intemperate faSion, ^ources of the Britijb empire. You "have alreac^ 



find whether this flander fhall have been invented m 
London, or tranfmitted from the Caflle, whether the 
Englifh minifler fabricated it to deceive the Englrih na- 
'tion, or the Irifh fecretary to eicufe himfelf to his maf- 
ter, it will equaliy harmonize with thevremainder of the 
piSure.* 

* ExtrcfieJ frmtle Sun ef the %Uh §f Jdmuarjif 1799, 
*< A more iliforJerlj Jehate fcarccly cvcti Wc LcWcvc, took place in 
*ny of the j^ffembHet if ^Ftatice £ncc the IiegiDntng of the Revolution, 
^han in the Jri^ Himje if Commtns on ihc queflion rc(]pc^ing the Uni- 
on. The ^K-eches of thofe who .w^re in favour of the hieafurc were 
received wiih li^es Andirtaaj, and thofe vho were adverfc were 
rhcered yrith the plaudits and kusrsUiU not onlj of xhtjtiftmbirs, but of 
$hc gal/en'tJ, The iritimes of ihe Fmcb jffemblits perhk^B never in- 
||(rf<rcdlaaa28iin€r.ia3ce likely to influoicc tie deliberation^ (baa 



perceived how this projcft would overftride the Biitiih 
Conftitution, and Of en a broad appro^tch for that def- 
potifm, which has fo long gradually advanced upon it. 

Xhtflranierrupon fIflsxccafinTirc fatdtohsrve done. The moH tf)pr9* 
brious language was held l)y fomc *>f the opponent? to the meafure to* 
wards its fuppofters, and St is afa^, that ncary of the latter left tb« 
Houfe, not chufing to remain in fo tumultuous on aiTemUy.'* 

I addnnothef and (Irilung inrtancc of the profeJTcd and fyftematic 
contempt of the feelings of Ireland upon Vhich Government ha)l 
gmund^d this cieafurc. -On Frictey the ifc/h January, 1799, foUT 
days before the debate on the AtUrefs, when the Caftlc was ffufhcd 
with fuccefs, rathly anticipated, a mir.illerial paper, called the Hi^ . 
bemian Telegraph, notorioufly condoled by an Iinglifti Secretary, 
openly libelled the memory of the Volunteers, and ioformed the 
public tkat itttbfyear ijBi tbi Irijb parlicmcut aAcd UOdcr tbc ill£atai 
ChQt of an armtJstd ilkiifffnatt iKiimiTTL, 
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You hnve not flitil your eyf 8 upon iliis fimp'le confe- 
tjuence of the raeafqre, that, iho* the countries arc no- 
minally and metaphyfically united, they will continue 
naturally drftinft, and that vi^heh the IriTh mifitia have 
marched imo ^England, and tWEnglifli into Ireland, a$ 
into contiguous counties, the king wiH have, to a(l 
fra^ical purpofes^ a (landing army in both CountTies. 
All thefe, and many more topics, upon tlie fubjefit of 
an Union^ have been already elaborately and ably dif-. 
cuffed, both vi^ithin and without your wafis, and hofWng. 
Ten»ains for m^, but tofuggeft, that by an Union, Ireland, 
will lofe ^e go9d^fritnd. whom once teft, fhc can^iever 
^recover. I fpeak of a fi lend from whom ftie ha^ derived 
all the bldlings (he :*t prcfcnt enjoys, and, I truft, will 
derive more. Permit me to recommend to your alien- 
tioji, that friend of my <:oi!ntry— 

A SHORT MONEY-BILL i 

that is the friend \o whofn we owe our Mutiny Bill, our 
Odenial Bill, our Free Trade, and our Free Conftitu- 
tion ; you that arc old'enough to remember this coun- 
try fince^ I,*ord Townfend*s time, well know that I do 
not ovchvaluc this friend to Ireland. This is the only- 
Tricndwhocan ferve'us, whenaMiniftcr feeks to out- 
-voic us, by a minority. This is the ff lend wlx) at- 
•chieved that meafure^ (I ufethe wo.rds of Mr. Pitt) that 
•€htldi(b meafure, the independence of Ireland, which 
in the year 17^2, her Parliament and her People' 
|>ledged themfelv^*s to yield but witli their lives. 
t h^ve the honor to be, 
GeiHlcmen, 
YourYcfy devoted bumble Servant, 

HINT. 



the fcenes will be the following, vir. A view of a f*pfcn- 
did and populous city, which will changoimoa mean 
fi(hing-rown. A beautiful view of a rich country, in- 
terfperfed with mills, and manufafturcrs at work, ter- 
minated by the fea, covered with fhipping, which will 
fuddenly cliange into a wild and uninhabited defart. A 
view of a fpacious plain, with feveral parties of tax- 
gatherers, &c. travelling acrofs it in all direSions, at- 
tended by bodies :of troops, in Englifli uniforms, and 
reprefenting the naked natives, now flying from, and 
now (kirmifiiing with them 9 atfofding aftogether, a ve- 
ry inierefting.fpeQaclc. A view of an harbour, with a 
veflel at anchor, and crowds of people hurrying on 
board with their families, effeAs, &c. &c. ; the diftrefg 
of thofelcft behind, expreffed mod admlriTbly; and to 
the life ; with many others not lefs . pidurefque. The 
whole 10 conclude wirh a gravid €mbkma tic tranfparen- 
cy; of a lion playing onun harp^ but having overilraini^ . 
ed and broken the firings with his claws, it falls from 
him. His vain, tho* defper^ie attempts to recover it, 
are ex^uifitely pourtrayed. The fcenes all to be pre- 
pared m, England, from plans defigned in London, 
Bridol, Liverpool, Mancheiler, &c &c. and wi^li^ be 
faithfully executed (if ^ffible) uader the dircSionof 
the Engliflv managers,. who. have been at unpeafing . 
pains, and enormous expence already, and will fparc 
neither, in future, to have th^m accurately got up here. 
During the performance, Goldfmith*s Deferted Village, 
fel to mufic, and adajWcd to f heliarp, -win be gi^^en. ' 

N. B. The Managers having been compelled to 
poflpone the .i>ringing forward the above rcprcfentation 
for fome tinfie^ acquaint the f ubiic however^ that, they 
are determined to have it exhibited as foon aspolFible. • 



Mf 



LR. HANDY, of ihfc Rt)yal Cittui, IPofter-place/ 
Feels himfcif bound to npologi^^ to a Hbteral public for 
the failure 01 his late peyftwthnnee, 'tAvich had -excilwf* 
fo much expcftation. It was entirely owing to want of 
matnagemem and training, that fo maf)y of the cattle ran 
reftive, ran out of the courfe, kicked, darted, plunged, 
and took the ftud. He intends that they fliaH bel>et- 
ler hacked the next time, and ha&fcnt.to Englapti f9r a 
Pelham bit, "which it is expefted will fit the hardeft 
mouths. The Cunnemara poney that was rode in the 
'Afflr//w-gale, will runagainft time from the Circus to the 
t^ujiom-houfe^ and back again to the Houfe of Lordt^ 
ijarrying a feather. Play or pay. 



N< 



I OW ifi preparation for e^chibition, at the Nation- 
ill Theatre, a dramatic rom'ance, entirely new; in 
which will be introdu6ed> an aftontftiing variety of the 
moft flriking reentry, deceptions, anddjangcs. Among 



OERGEANT-MAJOR BLABBER, 4ately arrivea 
from the city of Gilway^ taving difcovcrcd, oy a cu- 
rious ppxrefs, (for which he has lately obtained hfs Ma- 
jefty's Patent) a mode of conveyingiojinds from, without 
doors, very audibly, into, great public buildings, after 
them^ner-df the whifpering gallery, oftrshis fervices' 
to all Miniftcrs, Mayors, Aldermen of Police, &c. to 
whom the faid invention may prove to be of the utmoft 
•utihty. He is to he hear*of at Daly's Coffec-houfe. 



SONG. 



Tune^^^Derry Down. 



B, 



ILLY PItT t'other day fays to Mafter Jack Bull> 
Dear Johnny, my brain of a projeft is full, 
I wHI get you a damfel that's buicom ahd frcfh. 
To make bone of your bone, and flefli of your fltfli. 
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II. 



Johnny heWdown his head, andlook'd Kke a fool; 
Dear Billy your word to me is a rule ; 
And as to a marriage, rm.willing to try it — 
Provided you fliew me what caa be made by it- 



III. 



For ycM know ^is a maxim I've held thra* my life,. 
Wliether buying a houfe, a horfe, or a wife ; 
I ftri ve to fteer dear of being counted a blockhead. 
By putting the moft that I can in niy pocket. 



IV. 



An Union for riches, quoth Will, there's no fin in— 
And the wench that I mean has got great ftore of linen,. 
Of beef, pork and butter, and fuch ftout ufquebagb. 
As will mate you fingm«iTily„ Erin ^o bragk. ^ 



v/ 



Says Johrt, my dear BiUy, Pm perfcSty fiirc,. 
To a marriage this damfel I ne'er can alhwe ; 
One wife, the worM fays, would ^e tpomuoh foryouy 
And pray, BilTy Pit^ how can i ncwnage two. 



TI* 



To humbug Scotch Peg, in the days of Qgeen Nancy* 
By fraud and by bribery, I thus pleas'd my fancy ; 
But to bigamy now has the law put a check ; 
So 1 hope, my dear Sir, you won't hazard my neck. 

Derry down^.&c. 



A 



VILLAGE, on Vefuvius* fide. 

Had long efeaped the boiling tide; 

Put Vulcan comes, in dire arfay ! 

His rofy-robes the God betray, 

iVnd fcd-wiog'd Gnomes, that roundtim play 



J 



! 



When wondVous t from a hamfet near. 

Was heard a voice unaw'd by feai* : 

" When Night o'er-fpreads ier fombre ftadea^ 

^ Bright &ines the Moon, as Phoebus fades ; 

** And thus, when fate yon town o'erwhelms^ 

*' We (hall alorwe illume thcfc realms^' 

But ah! the Mufe's annals fey, 

They'd feared Minerva's bird away j 

Their fouls were more with commerce fraughf. 

Than with the wide encircling thought ; 

They oarelefs gazed, and beard the crafli. 

The thunders roar, the- lightnings flafli. 

And the rude fiery breakers dafli ; 

While dread combuftion fliakes the ground* 

And the rent-fteepfe reels around : 

Now Nature makes an awful paufe ! 

Now— -Earthauake opes her pond'rous jaws t 

But let me paU the horrors by. 

Of ev'ry^fmking viaim'scryf 

For oh! beneath the neighboring i)Iain, 

Was laid the fame Mphuf eons train t 

And Fate the baneful circle drew. 

Around the luckleft hamlet too ! 

Thus CORK, awhile might ftand her ground^ 

W hife mouldering cities fi'ok around ; 
, Bat fobrt a like convulfive (hock, 
. Should caufe her lofty domes to rock, 

AndFortone toiter from her flirine; 

White jealous Vulcan fprings the mine. 

Theti, CORK, no more let phantoms lead, 
, Beneath Deception's twilight Ihadc ; 

Oh I timely hesrr a warning call. 

And mourn thyfelf. in DUBLIN'S fall ^ 

Beware the cy prefs on her grave^ ! 

And fly the willow-crown they weave i 

For bthefcented wreathes they ftrew. 

The Snakes of Envy lurk for you ! 
As wdl my eyes might joy to fee. 

The gilded-pill that poifoas me ; 

Uoheedful^ that my fiiding bloom 

Involves them in a kindred tomb t 



MENTOR^ 



illlllllllMlM 



J)«^U« : Ptlntrt ibg %mM$ flpwf, 451 «i!te0i*gt««t 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1799. 



No. XX. 



to THE 

EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION^ 



jlA S the arguments from which the confeqpences of 
an Union to the commerce of this kingdom^ are inferred 
by the writers on the different fides of the qxjcftion^ 
have led to oppofite conclufions, fo have they been very 
iliflimilar in their nature. The reafoning of the advo- 
cate for the meafure, confifts entirelv of conjeQureand 
fpeculation ; while his opponent protcffcs to deduce his 
inferences frcrni faSs and the experience of mankind. 
The former forefees, or affeQ* to forefee, that the ne- 
cefTary refult of a Legiflative Incorporation of the two 
countries, will bean oblivion of old jeafeufies, a ge- 
nerous parr icipai ion of every advant-agtf, political and 
commercial, individuality of feeling, and identity of 
intereft. Thus, he reafons, the bounties of nature to 
this country, will be animated into exertion, and the 
transfer of capital and ingenuity from Britain^ will give 
to thit part of the future empire, ihatweal(h, which> 
from itsgeoffruphicalpofition, the excellence of its har- 
bours, the fertilitv of its foil, and the number of i|s 
inhabitants, itfeemsto have been deftined hy nature 
to poffefs. The reafoning of the latter, is, however, 

. cont^uflffd in a different manner. He feems to avoid 
every inference which can only be drawn from a remote 

.contingency; and rejeQing arguments from poffibilities 
as rafti and fallaciouf, his enquiries feem to be entirely 
direSed by a retrofpeS to pad events. Guided in his 
inveftigation> by this mode of reafoning, when he looks 

.into the hiftory of thefe Iflands, and ifee^, on the one 
hand, the oppreffion,. -amounting to extinguifliment, 

^ which the commerce of this nation fuffered, while it was 

, fubjeQ to the controul or influence of England, and 
when, on the^ other hand, he beholds the rapid and un- 
exampled progrcfs with which rt has advanced fince 
hs fetters were ftruck offi he is led to infer,, that the com- 
mercial profpcrity of Ireland is intimately conneSed 
with her Legiflative Independence, and that Britifli do- 
minion or interference, muft be deadFy to its exiflence. 
This deduSion claims to be warranted by experience in 
another refpeS. The pecuniary advantage which it is 
conjeQured Ireland will obtain hy this meafure, is not 
luch as one nation gains from reciprocal trade with ano- 
ther, becaufe this not only is confi^ftent with, but ne- 
ceffarily implies, mutual benefit. It is an acquifltion, 
which prefuppofes proportional lofs to the other parts of 
the empire*.- If the natural advantages of Ireland were 



left to the improvement of her^own people; aftHouglif 
in this particular, flie could be no gainer by the mea- 
fure, yet Britain could be nolofer; and when to pro- 
inife any benefit to Ireland, it h neceflary to prefume 
the transfer from Britain, of both capital and (kill, the 
argument' drawn from experience is again applied, and 
k is urged, that hiftory furniflies no precedent of a com- 
mercial nation "voluntarily encouraging the fuperior ca- 
pabilities of a neighbouring commercial people, and 
generoufly giving them its blood, and the finews of its 
ftrengih,. to encreafe their vigour* 

Fn confiTderfng thele two modes of reaionf ng, candor' 
cannot refufe to admit, that in general the inference 
which, on political fubje£ls, is fuggefted by faSs and 
experience, is that which delerves adoption* The fcf- 
ence of politics, is,, in its nature, rather praftical thaa- 
abflrafl, and as it is beft' iJluftrated by experiments,* 
it derives its chfef fupport from hiftory, which* records* 
the tranlaSions of ftatcs^ and furnifties examples appo- 
fite to occurring cafes. In this point ©f view, it muft 
be acknowledged that one plain, unequivocal, and 2^ 
pHcable faQ, Fn apolitical centroverfy,. outweighs the- 
moft fubtfe and refined train of reafoning, which reffc 
merely on fpeculation ;: or as the (ame idea is expreffed 
in the Caftle Pamphlet, page 28, " An argument from 
experience, in political reafoning, is fuperior to any ar- 
gument in theory,'* If,' therefore, the adv<*rfary of the 
meaAire of an Union, canftiewby hiftorical fafts, and 
the teftimony of political writers, unbiaffed in favour 
of I'rieliirid,. that it is the charaSer of all commercial 
nations, and of England in particular, to be tenacious 
even- to illiberalfty,. perhaps irijuftice, of their peculiar 
poffcflions ; that the c«ndu£l of England towards Iceland,, 
while the former derived from her own comparative 
ftrength, and the weaknefs of the latter, her only right 
of dominion, was in the greateft degree felfifli and un- 
generous-; that the benefits which have been promifed 
to Ireland, from an Union, cannot rcafonably be ex- 
peQed, and that the people of England, who. have 
ever thought on the fubjefl, have uniformly con- 
fidered that meafure as conferring an cxclufive, 
or (uperlor benefit on their native country ; and if, in 
oppofition to thefe fa£ts and teftimonies,. there be no- 
thing relied on,, but fuppofition and theory, it will not 
be difiicult to determine on which fide the argument will 
preponderate. It is my* intention to produce to e^ch "bf 
thefe points, one or two faflfs or authorities, which I am' 
peifuaded no man can difpute^or deny. 

The firft of thefe topics I confiderof importance oti- 
Iv as one of the intermeMite fteps, which conne£l tne 
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itiain (Subje^ with what, in my mirtd, amounts^ loiu 
demonftraiion ; and i ft^all difrnifs it with a (hort, but 
. pointed quolalion from Monlcfqliieu : •* The fpirit of 
trade produces in the mind of man, a certain fenfe of 
cxaft juftice', oppofite, on the one hand, to robbery, 
and on the -other, to thofe moral virtues, which forbid 
our always adhering rigidly to the rules of private inte- 
rcft, and fufFer us to, negleS this for the advantage of 
others.'* Sec. vol. Spir. of Laws, page 2. And in page 
8,: " The Englifh arc fuprcmely jcalotis with refpedt 
.to trade, and bind themfclves but little by treaties, ^c." 

On the (econd topic, examples may he obtained in 
iprofufion, and I inight content my fclf with alluding to 
the-rcmaikable petition of fomeEngfifliraen, agoinftthe 
Ififli, for fiJbing on their own coaft, but I fliafl give 
two faQs, and one teftimony, which are not generally 
known. The firft fafk I take from Smith's Wealth of 
Nations, vol. i. page 451. where he ftates, that ahho* 
the free importation of the rude produce of the foil, can 
'have noill tffe£tupon the agriculture of a eountry, and 
of all fpecies of importation, that of lean cattle mull 
be leaft difadvantagcous to the importing country, yet 
, Tuch was the jcaloufy of England towards Ireland, that 
Tuch a traffic was permitted but for a (hort time, ahho' 
the trade was confidered fo deftru6^ive toTreland, that it 
there occafioned mobbjlh oppofition. The fcrcond faft 
Itjakc from Poftleihwaite's -Commercial EXTays, vol. i. 
page 44. " The EngJIh think it better policy to fufFer 
Trance to fupplant ihcm in the woollen trade, by means 
of manufaduring Irilh wool, than fuffer the Irifii to ri- 
val them in the woollfcn manufijfture, although fobjcQs 
of ihe fame Prince:" The teftimony I take from the 
fame volume, page 196 : "England has hitherto, at her 
own expence, maintained the balance of Europe, and 
it has coft Ireland fcarce any thing; all that we have en- 
deavoured is to ftarve her without expence*'* 

The next topic is of fuch a kind, that an applicable faflt 
cannot be expefbed ; but! fhall produce what is of at leaft 
cqtial weight, the acknowledgment of a very able ILng- 
lifh writer, onthedirc^ point, in a treatife written on 
the very fubje£l of an Incorporated Union of the twd 
countries. It is to be obferved that the advantages which 
it is imagined Iieland will derive from the mcafurc, ill 
commerce and ftianufafttirc/i, prefuppoTe the transfer 
fromEiigland of capital and fkill ; of courfe, if ihefe which 
arci preliminary^ cannot reafonably be ex pe&ed, it would 
beabfurd tolook for the particular conibqncnce. A tra*a 
written by Mr. Chalmers, -forming a fupplement tope 
Lolme, has twx>paflagcs which fur nifti evidence both ^3 
to comm.erce and manufaQuic ; as to ihe former, ** the 
Britifti merchant will never embark his capital in what 
3;e confiders as a foreign cmintry, the trade of which 
•will not have fufficient attraflion to induce him to re- 
nounce tven in part the traffc with which he is well ac- 
quainted, and the profits ^ich he hathJcng enjoyed, 
$ut he will be far Icfs difpofv J 19 make hU raiuncia- 



tton in favour of a fpecies of traffic which ke, proba* 
biy, confiders as interfering, to a degree of fltenuou^ 
rivalfliip, with the proper ccmmcrce of his native 
country.** As to manufaQures, the fame traS ftates-** 
** that it has been demonftrated, and is a truth gene- 
rally received, that a poor nation can nevercarry away^ 
from a rich one thofe tnanufaAures, the cheapnefs of 
which depends chiefly on large capitals." It may be 
ohferved, that there is no manufaflure, extept, per- 
haps, the linen, of which we have pofleflion, in which 
largenefs of capital does not neccflarily operate to 
cheapen the articles of its produce; and if Mr. Chal- 
mers be a competent judge, it will appear, that the 
hope that Britifti merchants atid manufacturers will efta- 
blifti themfelves in Ireland oti account bf its povertV 
'and natural advantages, is fuch as no rational man, be 
Tie ever fofanguine, could entertain. I ftiallnow com- 
pleat my propofed plan, by producing a few authorities 
to (hew, that in the meafuie of an Union with this 
country, fuch Engliftimen as have written on the fub- 
je£t have looked on it, not a^ produQive of mutual ^ 
and equal benefit to both nations, but as the means of 
giving to England fupeiior, or cxclofive advantage. 

The firft which I (hall pi-oduce, rather "bccaufe he at 
one time feemed to think kindly of Iceland, than ftr 
his rank, is the Duke of Richmond. In his addrefs to 
the Volunteer Delegates he fiys*- " 1 am fenfible there 
are great difficulties attending the adjnftment of an 

'Union, and that it requires great wifdom and temper 
to form it, efpeciafly on the part of iTcl&nd, wkich mnjl 

feel that (he ought to give the preponderance to Great 
Britain." My next authority (hall be Pean Tucker; 
who, in confidcring theconfequences to England of an 
U^ion with Ireland has thefe words: — " Many of the 
neceffaries of life would be imported cheaper into En^ 
land from Ireland than they can now be purchafcd, a 
treat advantage this to the merchant and manufafturer; 
and many more of the luxuries, ornaments, and deli- 
cacies of living, would be exported from hence into Ire- 
land; likewife, the inducement of being near rlie j>ar- 
Kamcnt^ the court, the public funds, &c. would bring 
many more Irifti families to refide and fpend tl>err for- 
tunes here than now do." 'My next authority ihall be 

' Poftlethwaite. v/ho, in the firft volume of his'EflTays, 
page 209, has this curious paffagc-*-^-** Keeping Ireland 
a-feparate kingdom hath fupnoricd the Tri(h in the pre- 
tence of a right to it; and whenever they have an op- 
portAinity they call their parliaments and make laws, 
but if they were abolirtied, and the kin8;dom united 
with England, we fhould become one pcopFc, which wo 
can never be, though we are one b!ood, while we live 
under different laws and governments. I would not 
mean that all the immunities that Eng^land hath in trade 
and manufa6lures (hould be allowed to Irelajid, but 
only encouraged in fuch a way as to advance England 
through Ireland." I (hall conclude with an extraQ'as 
remarkable as the former j it is t4ken from a trcatifii 
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WVi»wit>h thefubjcfto^antJnion of England with Jre- 
land, by Sir Francis Brewfter, in tfte ytarr yo^and quoted 
in the fir ft vol. of Poaie. page 207.^** h n^y l,e-ob- 
jeaed, thai if Ireland was united they would have 
equal liberty of trade withEngJand; /to which it.ii an- 
Iwered, that dor h not follow j they may be bet ler r^- 
Itrained.by iheUnion than they'cun B^upder the CQoftitju- 
tionthey have at prefem ; for^ although .Englatad may 
now make laws for ih^m, yet, they in Ireland a^e 
ju^esand executioners of them; ^nd Jbw far tAey wll 
enfirce laws agamfi theint^'efi of jhjr country isfubmit- 
ted ; hut when they are madi hy their reprefekffitives here 
in parliament, and JMle t^ he jMeJlioned here ifn9t oh- 
Jerved, the eafg will be altered^* ' 

Lei not the defign of this paper be mifTntcrprcted^my 
only objca is to undeceive ibe credulity of fuch of my 
countrymt-n, if fuch ibefe be, who (lill in^ginc th/t 
the miniftenal meafure of an Union, the avowed and 
only ob'yea, of which is finance, can cffeaually operate 
to blend the affeaions, and identify the imerefts of the 
two countries. If there be yet mien who believe in the 
idle romance which reprefehts the treafure of Britain 
circulating through this limb of the confolidaiing em- 
)>ire, artd who cherifti the vain hope of enticing from 
England Its capital and manufaaures ; fi^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
clofc their minds againft the evidence of hiftory and hd- 
man nature, let them look to Scotland, thriving npt 
from the introduaion of Englifli monejr or fkilj, but 
from the efforts of its own induftry ; and if th^y ftill 
dream of the transfer of the means of profpcrity from 
England, kt them^ if they have undefftanding*. be 
convinced by the teftimony of Engliflimen themfelVcs^ 
who feek for ai>incorporated Union as the bcft method 
of making Ireland inftrumentil to the a^ra^dizemciit 
^f.. England. ^ 



MERCATbR. 



AT THE 

MUSEUM, COLLEGE-GREEN, 
TO BE SOLD Br AUCTION, 

In a few dayp* (if n<)f previoufly difpofed o/by privjile 
owifraa,) in CuH^gerGr^co, where they wiJIbe brojvght 
for the [Jgurpofc 



few which from liaving feeen pufchafed up by a yoOrWf 
Nobleman of but fmall judgment in, fuch matters wifl 
therefore be fold cheap. The rcafon of their b^ing 
thus expofed to open fale, is^ that their prefent proprie- 
tors will fpon be under the neceifity of retiring from this 
country, and not being able to remoye them to another 
kingdom as they intended, they do not wifli to be any 
longer incumbered with them. A fmajl number are fo 
ingenioullv contrived as to utter any fpeeches that may be 
prepared for them by their purchafers: In (bort, they 
want nothing but the fpirit of real men to be accounted 
as fqch. Amot^g thofe which will be fold cheap are the 
following : 

Two ftrahge attempts at Alexander the Great:—* 
The firfl apparently as dull as a modern alderman, and 
evidently would feem to be no very able leader even of 
a Prfl&torian band, much lefs the Macedonian phalanx; 
The other juft fit to Hop beer barrets. 

An antient, bald, withered, fapleft, figure, ethibiting 
a rnoA laughable mixture of foppery and old age, adornM 
with a large filver rtar moft obtrufively hidden : This 
article having been very frequently on fale is well knowtt 
to the public. 

A moft ridlputous piede of mrchanifm, drcfled in a 
hew fuii 'o( regimentals : From the hopeleft ftapidity of - 
its coiintenance, and iluggifti clumfinefs of its. frame, 
one (houjd imagine it was made by a journeyman, it 
" imitates humanity fo abominably**'— yet it can be eafi- 
ly moved, but it is oblervable that all attempts to incline 
it to the right fide liave failed, while with the fmalleu 
pufchafe you can readily warp it to the fihifter. 

A large figure, once^-efieemed valuable, but having 
been lately difcovered to be internally unfourid, and bcr 
ing thought likely to grow worf6 daily, it will be fold for 
whatever it may bring : It has lately, as a matter of con- 
venience, been furnifhed with a new cafe> but as neithef 
the figure or cafe feem to be at all adapted to each oiher^ 
Its being ftuck into it has injured it greatly. With ft- 
Vcral otTieis too numerous to particuforize here. 



T. 



A very large coUeaion of Automata, amounting , in 
the whole to abdve an hundred, ^od f9^e of them ex- 
tremely curious. They have been for t^he moft nart 
lately purchafed by a Noble Lord, who has travelled in 
the Eaft and othfer parts of the w^rldj hut there arc a 



HE manager of the' Royal Circtis, Pofter-Placej 
thinks it neceffary to inform tlie public, that notwith- 
. landing thp celebrated piece <jf the UNION, was 
obliged to be withdrawn on the firift night of perfor- 
mance, owing to the impoflibility of colleaing a fujfi- 
cient number of aaors at that time, and he has been em- 
ployed during the prefent reccfs in npaking every, poffible 
,effort to bring it. forward in fuch a ftile as muft enfure 
fuQcvfs. He aflures them that no objca of faJary to the 
performers fhall deter him from engaging the moft emi- 
nent of their profeflion. He h^ )iad a ntjn>berdf agents 
in ibis and the fifter country to endeavour to obtain 
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them at any price, and when he pledges his veracity that 
ijpwards of 200 pcrfons are neceflary to make this piece 
go off with eclat, he trufls the public will make every 
allowance for the failure on the firft reprefentation~ 
noiwithftanding the difadvantages it then laboured under, 
he is happy to find it had the entire approbation of the 
gentlemen of the Pitt. He alfo hoped to have for the 
amufement of the audience an exhibition of wild beafts, 
but his Wolfe being rather rcfraSory of late, and his 
Fox having ftrayed away from the circus, he is obliged 
Ao poftpone it to Saturday. . Some equilibrifts are engag- 
ed, and two celebrated performers, (father and fon,) are 
arrived, who will fing the admired Irifli plahxty of 
Rowly Foley. Wanted a number of performers of 
-moderate capacity, they will not have any thing to fay, 
except in joining their voices at the finale : Large faU- 
ries will be given and a handfomefum advanced. HYZ. 



JXTST PaBLWHlD, 



w. 



HEREAS it has been in the contemplation of 
. fome projeaors m England, 10 build a bridge from Hply- 
head to the Hiil of Howih, for the more intimate con- 
nexion of Great Britain and Ireland ; and whereas the 
fcheme offered to the overfeers in Ireland, by William 
Put, theprmcipalarchiica, has, not been approved of; 
It isthcrefore refolved by the fard architea, that he will 
receive new propofalsforthc intended ftruaure. Nour 
thofe perfons who are willing to propofe to carry thU 
defign mto execution, are defired to apply either in 
England to the afoTefaid William Pitt, or in Ireland to 
hf^ journeyman, Signer Caftleo Reandi, who will prd- 
mife to give every tncouragement to, and amply reward 
fuch vvorkmcn or common labourers, as will engage ^o 
go chearfully and patiently through the fatigue and 
hardfliip fuch an undertaking: (hall require. 

The bridge muft be biiili of the ftrongeft and mqft 
durable materials, (that formerly built over the Tweed, 
to unite England and Scotland, having, from the nature 
of the ftruaure, been twice or thrice in great danger of 
being denJoUftied.) It is neceffary to mention, that the 
foundation at Holyhead will be more eafify laid than 
that at Howth ; much digging and darning will be requi- 
fite; on the Irifh fide the P(?i?r/ muft be well grouted, 
that they may be able not only to fupport the weight of 
the fuperftruaure, but have ftrengih fufficient to reljft 
the force of the tidfes, which will conftantly and regular- 
ly beat againft tbem v therefore a proper extraordinary 
allowance will be made to every common labourer, who 
will contribute bis helping hand to forward this great na- 
tional .work. As thifs bridge, when built, wjll be in 
jdanger from foreign foes, it muft be fo conftruaed, that 
if attacked, it may be ftrong enough to refift every at- 
tempt that ftiall be made on it. The plan at large may 
be feen at William Pitt's, Downing-ftreet,Weftminfter; 

or at L— C h's, at .the fign of the Struggler, in* 

CBok'Jirfif, Dublin. ^ 



wTlUENATING the afFeaions of the peopie^ the 
moft efficacious method of ftrengthening the empire. 
By William Pitt, Efq; 

Thedeftruaion of the conftitutton of Ireland, the 
condition upon which alone the Catholics can be admit- 
ted to a ftiare in it. By the fame. 

Parliamentary proftitution, the fureft road to army 
promotion ; addrcfled to J. Warburton, the conqueror 
of Quebec. By C. H. C. Efq. ' 

The neceflity of pocketing an aflFront, addreffedto 
E.G. Efq. By Rich. M, 

The advantages of fupporting a meafure, we had fi>- 
lemnly fworn to deftroy the propofers of. By the fame. 

The way to corrupt without deteaion ; addrefled to a 
young minifter. By Sir J. B. 

Honourabfe feelings ; or the feelings of a man of ho- 
hour ; a rhapfody compofed by Jack T. and Sir B. R. 

A new way to pay old debts ; to which is added, 'a 
demonftration of the power of Pailiament to betray 
the conftitution with which they are enirufted. By a 
learned Sergeant at Law. 



NEW EDITIONS and PU3LLICATIONS. 

Just PuWiflied in loofi JheeU, All for Love^ or tRc 
World well Loft. By the Karl of O . 

Leonidas, highly ornamented with cufi^ by Colonel 
Vefeker. 

A Reading on the ArticJcs ©rLimerick, byH. D. G. 
Barrifter. \ 

A newSyftem of Cookery, with the Art of making 
Hifh, byMr. Edward— Cook to his Excelfency. To 
which is added, a Receipt for Bul^U and SqeaL by H. 
A'iu~x— r, Efq. 

Ar Trcatffe on Genealogy, by the Earl of G - „ 
in which he proves his d^Jcent from the P ■ ys. 

Another Treatife on Phyfiognomy. By the fame. 



J UST publiftied, by the fpecial order of Roger Gow^ 
er, clerk of the Hofiers, and to be fold for the benefit 
of 1 04 diftrefled gentlemen, who have been difappointed 
in going abroad tofeek their fortunes ; a political rhap« 
fody on conjuring, and the means of uniting two coon- 
tries together, even though they be divided by the 
ocean. By Wm. P— , bottle conjuror to John Bull. 

N. B. Ten thoufand copies are prmted, to bediftri- 
buted gratis, in order to civilize the barbarous people of 
Ireland. A new^ edition of the Sun of the 28th Jan. 
by the fame author, was jaft ready, but for cogent rea- 
fons, fupprefled. 
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HE ciKhu)catcs of sintJnion complain tK^t the quei^* 
tion is Moi fairly difcuffed— that the voice of reafon 16 
(drq^ned ih popular clamour— -they deoiand cool, difc 
naffionate enquiry ; and they befeech y/>u not to pre- 
judge them and their fyftem. Arc thev finoere whef^ 
they defire you to deliberate and thcaito oecideforyour- 
fvlves and your pofterity ? Or d^ they yvifli 10 amufe 
jouintofilence,. untH ihty (hall have decided for you, 
and in yourname, and until all-efFtfUial nfieans of pre^ 
!vention QxaM have padirrevocably^w^lY ? 

When,, how, and by whomj^.has utis meaftre been 
propofed, and has it been^ introduced merelv upon its 
merits, and has it appealed folely to your reafon ? Try 
the fincerity. of. its advocates, and the juftnefsr of theif 
complaints,, by thcfe fimpJe and fair tefts. 

Ab to the time of the ineafure : — Was it ever known 
HvAl tl^e peiiqd of war was deemed a fit feafon to em« 
hark in laborious and ioterefling details upon fpecula^ive* 
pro]e£ls of political improvement? How many weebs 
have elapfed fince avery man was branded as a republic 
can, who prelumed^ at fuch a period,, to fugged the 
flighted change in pur oonflitution ? And (hall the very 
rnen*who afiixed the brand,^lhemfclves without fufpi- 
cion^. now piopofe,. admittedly,^ the mod important if>- 
noyation that ever was projpSed in >bis country? The 
plea of necedity cannt>t be r^forted tafor adiibudjoQ, 
m every refpeS^obvioudyunfeafonaWe and pernicious. 
For it is admitted by the abled and mod drentiou^ advo- 
cates of an Union,.^that itv beneficial eSedsfnudbe 
flow and gradual.; and it is no where contended, that 
it will pour any fudden balm into our wounds^-^except, 
indeed, upon its final rejedtion ; and it is manifed, that 
even the mod temperate difcuflion of fuch aTubjed; 
mud at prefent open and inflame them.. 

If then, an Union propofes no immediate ftnd fpeed^ 
relief from our calamities, and is reforted to merely 
for its *future and dldant eflFoSs ; why,,ra(k^ has the 
nation, under its prefent circumdances, been tortured 
by the difcuflion ? Why was the crifis of agony felefik- 
ed as the moment mod propitious to deliberation ? Ma- 
4aifeftlyi my countrymen^ that you might noyt deiibeuite. 
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That impudent faldiood might proclaim your aflent, 
AM>i1e terror- and difmay,* and perhaps adonifliment,: at 
ftph effrontery, kept you filent. 

I am not furprized that thofe who wiflied toftieal away 
yipilf conditution, diould be diocked and difguded at 
ifce damour which has- been raifed agalnd the dett^ed 
aad reprobated frauds Stop thief y are words which are 
f^fjklom gently or harraonioufly articulated ; and cannot 
be expeSed to found agreeably in thofe ears againd which 
ihey are levelled:. 1 hope, however, notwithdanding 
thefadidiouB delicacy of certain, pcrfons, that thepopu- 
Jar outcry will not foddenly ceaft ; that it will be con^ 
rinucd until the knavidv projeQ he finally abatjdpned ; 
or your conftitutiop fuUy fecured againd fo wicked an 
agsreffign^. 

If the lime of the meafiire be fufpicious, is there 
any counterpoife from the naannei; in which it wa* in- 
troduced, or the Gentlemen Ufliers who introduced it \' 
A meafure. propofed for the avowed purpofe of cement- 
iag^wo nations' in a lading Union of intereds and af-- 
^3ions, one would have imagined, fliould have proceed-; 
ci from the nations- themfelves. At Icad^popukc and' 
refpcfted charaQers fliould have recommended it, and 
the fentiments and feelings of the public been confulted- 
and confidered, before any fuch projeQ was avowed im 
Pai liament. No fuch procefs.- .The noeafure is decided 5 
upon in uhe Briiidr* Cabinet; Men of Parliamentary 
intereff in Ireland are commanded to appear at St. 
Jameses— n®t to Jiv* thtir opinioas, but to make their 
terms,, and recehe their inflruaion*. A pamiphlct iV 
written by an EngHflinaan,; under the aufpice8,.almcft 
by the dilation, of Government ; arwJ circulated gra- 
tuirouffy, and with muchindudry, through the nation, 
I am at a lofs to know what degree of gratitude we pwe 
for this involuntary fervice. In this pamphlet (from* 
which the Minider fcems to have borrowed allTiis no- 
tions about the date of Ireland) you are pretty plainly 
told, that you are not fit for liberty ; and the Pirlia- 
mcnt is told that the only atonement it can make for its- 
mainifold fins,, and wickednefs, is by fuicide. . The au- 
thor or editor of this performance, is unfortunately too 
well known to you. Bein| himfelf at once caufe, proof, . 
and herald, ot that profligacy for which he would at- 
taint your Parliament, and extinguilh your Conditu- 
tion.; it wasj I prefunie, conceived, that his tedimo- 
*ny upon that fubjeft. would be conclufiye. Our Parlia- 
ment, thank heaven, has refuted the calumny. But 
they dill owe fomething to the feelings of an indignant 
people. It remains -to punidi it. 

But was the meafure, announced as it was upon the 
very eve of its being fubmittcd to Pai liament, fiirly laid 
before the public,, for calm difcuffion, even during the 
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ftitfrt interval betvvewt!ie«)rt\c,wJi^ it w^drtemcA evi- 
dence of 4 Ueafonablc iiifpfifiuoJD. to. imj?.gte it to gpyern- 
incnt, and the aftual propounding if in Parliament ? 
Have its . adw)C.ati» juft grounds lor ftyi^g itpanf|e re* 
commended purt'y by its inirinfic merit, and appealed 
folely to the difpaffionat^and-unbiirffed undeffhrndm^r ^ 
the jpation ? tfa.v^heya.right to complain that a fret^ 
<air, and d^Tintercftcd dtfcufllon, has not taken pliace ? 

One would have imagined, t^tthe terror of thatrni*^ 
litarv goyernpent, which continues ercri ftill to joRle 
lotif fudges from their feats, was^ fuflRciejit impediment 
ito popular meetings not corwened by the caftle. &nt 
would have imagined jhat fhe daily trial of men not ftA- 

" nces, by court- 
of our laws and 
la red and known 
would have ope- 
le public fehii- 
^, that this mon- 
has beenconti- 
» there not teing 
olation of right, 
ai>ge and prepof- 
grnethat thefuf'- 
nfparing exercfft 
:nt oyer perfonal 
which this qaef- 
ave opewited ^\rf- 
e€t dforts were 
;ed or intimidated 
tary c«mmanddrs 
i, who fhall trea- 
ht of an Englifh 
of ,a Legiflatiiw 

red to drfbtffs this 
;medfure witbfre^cjom? Moft unqucffionably not. The 
''Min?Oer h'as openly exerted the \\hole patronage of Ire- 
land to induce your Reprefematives to beh'e their fenfi- 
mcnts and betray iheir country. The difm'rflal of c Al- 
ters of .the crown, for patiiamentary oppofiiion upon 
'ordinary occafibns, may at leaft be recorciltd to the re* 
^<jent pr^C^ice 4if our conftitqtion. But is ttiis an erdt- 
nary ,occafion, or within the fpirit or principle of that 
jxraftic^ ? A meafure proceeds from the Minifter, cfpon 
whicbjie fays he urfhes to takethe onbiaffcd fenfeof 
P^rli^ment. He affimies the competeiwy of that Par- 
liament, to alter and.ncw-model the whole fr^me of t^ie 
•<jQV«rnmept ar)d Cpnftiturion ; but arimits that the 
"fpl^^o^nd dcctfvve meafur? ought not to be carried'into 
<ffeft bontfary jto ^hc wMhe^ and fceRrgs of the nation ; 
bvt Jt»e ag^in srfTcn?, that the Repretentarive body fur- 
^nj^es afair. criterion of. the public femimenf. 

* SuppcJfthi^ principle? al] admitted :— Doesit not clear- 
" ly afid incontcftiWy foHqw, that upon- fvch an cccafian 
^ j^eculiarly, the Ripreftntative, even tho' ^ placemab, 
[ (houM (ye free ar\d ^nbi^fled ? C»n. he at, orie and the 
; tHme^.timp repr^fenr^^eAJini^er a^id 'hh- Gimftrt^ients, 



wheo tke avowed ^rpofe of rdlWtlng to him is td difco^ 
yer whether the latter agrees in fcnumeiit with the for- 
mer? Can the Reprefentative fdirly commuaicate ci- 
ther with bis owi? fentimenls, or ijwfe of ihe public, 
when he is imperatively told, that he muft forfeit his of- 
fice, if he differs, from tbe Miniftcr ? Is the (acrifice 
of 3000I. per annum a neccflary tcft of the finceriiy of 
an anti-union member ; and is fhe gain of fo much, no 
imputation upon the honcAy and finQcrity{ of his oppo<» 
ncnt ? 

The Minirter talks of the fmall majority againft the 
meafure :-*-! venture to afeft, that no occurrence ever 
fo aftoniftied him, as that there was any majority- 
Much as he defpifes, aod loudly as he calumniates, our 
Parliament, it has furniflicd him with anexample of vir- 
tue, upon which, from^my thing Jwubtn. his expeTience, 
he could not calculate. It is not, however, to his t.a(le. 
I dare fay he ca|Is it Boeotian duHrjefs* Having iflucd hit 
Gonrima'ncfc to difmifi every refraSory placeman, and to 
treat with every duSife crpc dbnt^ he would have rec^ 
-koned upon a majority, if the meafure had been ait 
avowed, and not adifguifed annihilation of purtrad^ 
andconftitutipn. 

But does the Minifter really believe that only a fma|l 
Majority differed in their hearts from him ? He knows 
an his heart the contrary. He knows that many who 
votied -for hifn,' or ft^ their places, expreffedthe moft 
decided difapproba'tion *df the meafure. F^rs man.^^r 
•here can tell, if he communicales the truth, that the 
triumph of the trcafury bench, at being defeated, could 
not be difgiiifcd. He could comniand'llie yotes of place* 
fnen, hut he eould^ not govern their feeliiigk. Many of 
them /openly acknowledge the motive of ih<ir compli* 
-ance. They prefer the leffcr to the greater Aam^. 

At a crifis, my countrymen, when fo much aiftfve .and 
•difintereftedvittue has been difplajedj we ought rather 
to Comipailionate, than condom n^ the ordiiiiry fra>fty 
of hurti an nature. All men are npt horn to be herots. 
4 pity the man, who, having no means of fupport for 
himfcif and his family, hut the emolumcni tf "an of- 
fice which he has long enjoyed, and fiifed with charac- 
ter, and who now is fuddenly cabled upon to chopfc be^ 
'tween femine and difgrace. 7 krioiv that many fiich 
men would., in t^he progrcfs t)f this bufinefs, if if had 
proceeded, have redte'mcd their ch^raftor. I pity (He 
iad -neceffiry under uhich they afled, and I give credit 
even to their patriotic wifh^, and future inientferji* 
But •1^'hat fha^l- we fay' to a ^cung 'Lord '^i^lto 
-fliould, d^ate fcch terms ? Who fliould h per/ihf 
tinfeelingly and imperio^jfly rffcie the ^ruiT mancate 
to honorable tind reverend gge,^ and ex a6l fuch a Pa 
^riCce from the* exquffite feelings pf private arid 
domeflfic -virtue. I often thonght thiat a thorou^K-ppced 
politician wasth^ mort cr.viel andqold-blocid^djnimxil in 
^eiiiknoe/ ,X- yoiin^, thorou^h-jphccd jjol^idrarf^' .h\ 
rarerabiifter. 

■ • % 
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ASTRONOMlCfAL INTELUGENCE 
EXTRAORDINARY, 



'N Monday IaA, s central and total eclipfe of the 
Sun was cbPeryed hf # gMtt coneounA c( fpedators io 
College-Greerv. • The phflsnomervoa was attended by 
the following fmgular ctrcumftances : 

This eclipfe was altogether unforfeen by the Bnti|| 
aftronomers. 

The commencement of the eclipfe was precifely at 
ih. 50" o' P. M. The Pdft^oflfcc. doct not being 
genet ally ufcd for aftronomical obfervations does Hot 
Slew feconds; and its entire duration wts tebfhan tea 
minutes. 

During this fliort fpaicc the whole body of the Suo 
was obferved firft to be enveloped ia blaek fmoke^ theiv 
fuddenly toburft forth intoflames, and in an inftant the 
body of tlie Sun was nor longer to be feen; -teftvibg only 
in its place as the poet fays ** darkneftvifible.^ 

After the eclipfe, the Sun wa^ not obferved to retx^vd* 
his wonud fplendot, but Temained of a deadly, land 
afhcn hue. 

For a confiderable tiftie before and dfter the eclipse, 
as well as during itecehtinuance, thefpedators, coi^iTsry 
to all ofage, fcnt fortb (be mod extravagant fliouta a( 
joy, huzzas, clapping of hands^- and laughiog- 

From thefe circOmftancesr"we*are warranted to dra<sr 
the following conclufiQns t v 

1. That the Sun cannot be a body of fuch magnitude 
as feme pretend, o^h^fwifp this central and total cClfpfe 
muft hav« been of much' longer duration. 

2. That the Sun is not a body of fuch imporianee ih 
our fyftem'as fome bave vainly imagined ; bceaufe, after 
liis body ceafed lobe'^vifrble, the* fpendorof the Oeor- 
giuni Sidus alone aflFordcd fufBcient light to the inhabit 
lants of Dub!in. ' 

3. That the Sun is npt^ by the natives of Ireland, 
•held in fuch vencratFon as he is by the black Qayee- md 
tertnin other barbarians, who are known to utter ex- 
Jt^cfflon^of gri^f idurtng an eclipfe; ^ma/iyiof^whpiti 
rtfident in Dublin, dkl pn this day, perdrt 1^ their la- 
mentable cuftoijiiA ^gJWQ.ft the gepcral fcehng> howling 
like dogs and grunting like twine during the wholes? 
the eclipfe. - , 1 . 

4. That aQronoijiical or li^man knowledge^ or the 
Icnowlcdgc of rncn, is nvt. arrived ai the peifcAiori io 
much boaflcdby our nciglibp^r^^'^pfnvvhpfe wife he^d« 
we borrow our principal iofftrfpi^i/Qn qi^ .t hi % fcie?)cej 
as their not forcfteing this extraordinary phxnomen'on, 
x>r foretelling it In their eptiemerls, fet' forth by autho- 
Tity fufiijsieAtly ttftificsv ' 

5. '^I'hAt' the iong^tude^ of Dablin has been • grofly 
tpiuakcn by the aftrcnomor royal, (as the calcul^ions I 
have made frox>i this eclipfe fufBciently demonftr^^,) 
ind that^ we are not fo'tiifartftenVieridiail oChini^ hy 
full cne hundred ottd e^&beti d^r\res^' in rbiHlfd ^lumbens 
negleding the odd minutes -arid i^cM^^'si^ ht^hae^iooft 
erransqufly dqterptnecf.' ' V « r 



6. I'he reftilt upon the whole is this: That we 
ihoold' inift Qounore' to the fallacious. calculations <of 
foreign aftronomers which may lead us into great error. 
Bill ithal ia afcteocefo important to oar liavigaiioa and 
commerce, our. ptopeplies and our lives, we (hbuld exett 
our native abilities to judge for. ourfelvca. We bave a 
learned univerfity to aflift our yjouth, and tny own 
iabpurs tiave never iieen waiting etih&r in the way of 
oral or written inftru&ion, (fee my Philofuphical works 
in 5 ¥oL qBl, Dublin.) 

FEUX OH3 ALLAQHER, Philomath. 



fimfumum ex ful^rt^ fidiiefiMio iar^ hcem 
C$giiat, uijpeciya dthmc ffUracuk promai^ Rot . 



w. 



«UN riRE OTPttlK. 

Monday, ilth Febrniry, 1799. 



E (lop the prcTs to acquaint the world, that thi$ 
day, between the hours of one and two o^clock, the 
folar planet vfSLS obferved to have an unufiialy&ry appear- 
ano€i (though 'die atmofpAere was extremely cold and 
hazy, and ParneheitU thermometer was many degrees 
below free/.ing point.) In a few' minutes fome 
.curious Wflrij^/ , not thofe fo long difcovered by Her- 
Jbalt^ And other ftar-gazers, very much in the fliape cf 
printed letters, «rere difeernible to the beholders, many 
tboufands of whom aflembled in CoHege-greeri u> ob- 
-ferve this extraordinary phenomenon. 

The fabie figures ^ by the help of an e^tCeHcist tele- 
(cope, produced for the atnufeniicnt arm) fiitisfa£tion oi 
the public by that celebrated aftrbnomer, Qmnftir^t 
O^Domel^ appeared to be of a eombudible .aiidpUb^ 
gi(1ic nature, faid to have been cehveyed to thcjurface 
of the Sun between the aSih, ipth, and 30th day^ of 
Janua 
qns ei 
climat 
V^pQur 

Tbfi 
ord^ < 
of the 
the QCi 

jTowefj 
ij^pufa 
filar lu 

«fu I Kgbt to receive theworro, was-coramamJetl us by 
^^•Jbud'i t(y fl and (till y and by. fame aloSric l^wks from 
the High Sheriffs s chain io an inferior agent, tvluy has 
long had the^managenilent of thefird^; i^iik %\}^ wem 
through a/f>itji ordeal^ or dlisDing piutfioitian,' .^d w^s 
thus clearcv(ifr(^m the ^An^t'^osA/itbaf.dufaisd ,ik% bdciv 
and which had iot fome lime ^bncoalod.t he U^ ^ irfi^^ 
itom the> ejres of mankind. We however, hope 
•thoilghtht Still ii/i:lf Was greatly 'fcoiql^ inihe opera* 
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rion, that it will have more fun^ (bine and good humoisr 
hereafter. 

It was obfcrvable, the cIcQric matter which influ- 
enced this philofophic fjpeCUcIe wasfeen to. emit from 
a }ar^£ dame in Fofier-piaa^ where the bufinefs tx^r/^Er/? 
put in motion for the bone6t of the nation ; and thata)l 
the profcflbrs cordially joined themfelves together, (a 
very umifualcuftom with men vAw^ys debating and di- 
viding) and touched each other^s fingers to cairy^ tlie 
fprfited eflTuJge nee to the prime condu&or, which, like 
a flafh of lightnine, dazzled the public eyes, and the 
thunder of applaole which attended the experiment, 
like an elefirical ihock, mqft be fek by all th6fe who 
iad a hand in disfiguring, thfi 5im^ and cayfuig it to be 
treated in fucb an ignominious manner by the fons of 
the earth. 

.'A poerafler in the crowd was heard to exclaim^ in a 
jparaphrafe from Rochefter— 

^* By Aeavens 'fwas trave/y dontf 

" To add new fuatothe SUN, 

^ Like melted v^e U make it run» 

A MAN IN THE MOON- 



\ 



Y. 



OUNG Phaeton, prefumptuous Boy^ 
His brain by wild ambition iufn*4, ' 
Snatching the reins with ff^an^ic joy. 
The goodly frame of earth was burn*d> 

'%^n effort of that feeble har^f ,. 

To guide the chariot of his fire. 
The deeds difdain^l its weak comman^^ 

And (et the frighten'd world on fire^ 

The worl^ recovered as it could^ . 

And cooFd as foon as it was able, 
'And dfown*d in the' fucceeding fl<Jod» 

AU memory of the foimer Ubie. 



Intelligenee Extraordinary, 

WE are happy to inform the public that Mr. Pit^ 
with that fbrefiehi which diftlnguifhes him, knowing that 
the ^K^f would be burned in Ireland,, and fearing that hvs 
Majcily'i loy»l fub)eds in this kingdom might be left 
in utter darknefs,^ has been gracioufly pleafed to /end 
• over a tkouthful of moonfi^lne for our illumination. 

N. B. The above moonfliiae to be had gratis at 
Mr. Griecfon's,. Printer to the King's Mod Escellent 
■ Majeftr, rn Parlianjent-ftreet. 

2dN. B. Mr. Grieifon does not ^ive. his ^tent 
Bibles or Prayer Books ^rii//V, but deals lo. the lad mea* 
tioned articles for ready money only. 

JUST arrived in cuftody of the High Sheriff" of the 
county of Monaghan, a number of Gentlemen Clergy- 
men, Tythe-Farmers, ProSors^ ftothonatories, Cbf- 
leflors,, Gaugers, and Excifemen, with a numerous 
train of well-y^i(hers, who have had themfelves brought 
up by habeas eorpuf for the purpofe of (hewing caufe to 
the people of Ireland why it b incumbem on them to 
fjrrenc'er their legiflative rights injto the hands of Great 
Britain, arid alfo for the purpufe of entering their pro- 
teft upon the Journafs of the Houfe of Commons againft 
t he infatuated majority of i ii who oppofed the Union« 

On the indijeretifn of the MinidetV Paper the Su>i^ 
which was faid by a Newfmao to be the Nfioiflei^s* 
Chnd. 
Who fays Bilfy fitt h the fire ef the Sun A 
Who fports the aflertion in f&lfthood or fun i: 
.This fame tell-tale Sun is the foe of thitjpark^ 
Throwing /irib on bis miichiefs fb foul and fo dark. 

SIMON SQSJIB. 
We are happy lo mforno the public- that Lovd 
C I gh, wTio has looked very pale of late has 

recovered his complexion, and ever fince Monday lad 
has appeared Sun-bumt, notwithdanding the fevecity of 
the fcafon. 



Radi C ■ h,^ audacious ^ad^ • 
The Phxton of modern days^ 

in hot career, as wild and mad. 
Has i£t old Iceland in a ItUzre; 

But joy fiicoe^ old: Ireland's fright,;. 
^ We blefs the giddy courfe he run ^ 
The blaze bath kindled tadmg light, 
And Paddy now may ^urn the Sun^^ 



EPLOaAM;. 

GREAT date-cook, hight WiHtan^Pttti, \ 

K^folv^dour changing tades to hit ; 
Compofed a mefs, that mud givefonie achea* 
To perfons of the dronged domachs :. 
4ind cjofiffy covered \n a pot,. 
He fent it over piping Aot; 
And here emplov'd ('twas as he widiM it)) 
An Englidi COOK wlio nicely dijb'd it. 

TlfANSLATION OF THE MOTTO OF THft 

SUN. 

S^Iem quis dieere fo^jumtoudiat ? 



Yc 



ODR Spn,,youfay, no lies canlell— 
Pray why then does he burn hi Kell f. 

' Miter., 
^our Sun is proved to be a liar„ 
L faw him. burning in hell fire«. 



TO THE 

BDTrORS OP: THE 



ANTIUNION. 



X^LEASE ta inform me whether Serjeant Major 
Bjai)^i> m^oiioRcd in youje lad number^ be not anl 
ernttum for Serjj&ant Major^lubber. 

Your fait Afui reader, 

THOMAS TELL-TALE. 
A OyERY i'OR CASU.STS. 
IF a gentlemtln or man gets a bribe for betraying a 
private oonverfation,can it be propeily called hujb-monej f 



THE ANTI-UNION. 



S 



Pricb 2P. 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1799. 



No. XXII. 



TO TOE IRISH NATION. 



T, 



— rapere falfia nominlbun impendm. ^ 

T«Gitiis ia vita AgricoUe. 
COUNTRYMEN^ 



HE fev©f of expeSation has at length fiAfi^ed-^ 
The agitations of fear and hope are at ati end-^ut if 
I midake nor the feeKngs which hav& fucceeded th6(e 
agitations are not lefs fatal to your quiet. Thb deve- 
lopement of that plot which has been fornned* agairift 
•your liberty h*8 (hewn.you, indeed, the extent' of yoor 
danger; but accompanied^ as that develpptment wske, 
with proofs that the danger is yet imminent, - you muft 
now more than ever be occupied with the mj9men- 

- totis anfd anxious queflion how it ihall be aveited ? Mo- 
mentous indeed it is I far too gceai for one mind todif- 
cufs or decide on. But though it be not for the indivi- 
dual to diQate 00 a qodlion whiobieemsio belong ex* 
clufively to the nation, or rather to that conflitiuional 
organ of the nation's wilf, which has^ on this occafion, 
fo loi^dly and faithfully fpoken^the fenfe of Ireland ; yet 

' in this free (late, eveVy man not only has a right, at fuch 
u time as this, but is bound to communicate to his 
countrymen the invpreifions which he feels* I avail my- 
felfof this privilede, then, while yetl may, toeafethe 

- throbbings of an heart burfting with the indignant fcel- 
^ ings of an Irilhman, Who fees his country and all the 

bleilingi it contains, his friends, his family, his pffTpring, 
expofed in proftraie weaknefs to the uplifted dagger of 
an avowed and perfevering enemy who bears eternal 
war declared againft the conflitution which he has bled 
to defend, and which jufti6es him in the proud boaft of 
being the free fubjeft of a free ftate ! 

Is this the fituation of Ireland at this hour? I refer 
tbole who doubt, to the infolent and hypocritical pream- 
ble with which the Britifti minifter has prefaced the-deed . 
of fale which, if We refift not, is to transfer for CiVer the 
kingdom of Ireland and its people into the power of^ the 
Britilh parhament. I know not what impreffion that 
fpeech m^y have made on others, but to mc it appears a 
piece of bafe and black fophiflry, comprehending at 
' once a premeditated infult on the people of this country, 
• and a denunciation of eternal hoftility againft its confli- 
tution.^ How does it infult us ? I anfwer, irk every way 
in which a country can be infulted : It calumniates oar 
morals— it derides our intelle£l— it laughs at our weak- 
nefs— it mocks our poverty^-sand it charges the legifla- 
ture which governs us, not with venial errors, but with a 
radical incapacity, from its ignorance and its corruption, 
to difcharge it9 fun^ons* Every argument by whi^h 



It attempts to recommend al) Cnibn is founded on the 
igfforance, the barbarifm, the vice$, of the people of 
> Ireland, their pretended dependanoe on Britifh genero- 
.iity forexiftence as a nation, and on their altedged inca- 
pacity to fubfift without Briti(b protedion. And why is 
' It that we do not accede to the foroe of thefe argo- 
ments ? We are told it is becaufe, barbarous and unci- 
viUziCd as we dte, we rejeQ from prxjudice a profcr- 
ed boon V Is it then prejudice 19 rejcBt a propofal whtth 
extingoiihes for ever the fovereignry' of our country ? 
Is it prejudice to love indepcndenci^, to uphold a cohfti- 
furion. which we obtained with difficulty and have de- 
fended with our blood ? Is it prejudice m Ireland I0 fpurn 
-the yoke and to refufe unconditional fubiniiSon to the 
iegtilature of a country, which, when We werr fubjed 
tptbem, treated us with cfuthy, with injuftice, which 
cfventiow the friends of that country, the advocates of 
t|ie propefed meafure can neither dehy, nor juflify, nor 
extenuate, nay, which they do not wifh to extenuate, - 
huf a£kually boaft of as the only tond which kept the 
countries together? But the days of darkoefs, it'isfaid, 
are paft, and the en lightened' policy of Great Britain now 
perceives that the interefti of the two countries afe oxle, ^ 
and that the profpbrity of Ireland muft encreafe the 
wealth of Britain. How does this appear ? U it proved 
by the prefent condu£l of Great Britain, or by the 
avowed priiKiples of her policy in . this very inftance ? 
No, certainly. On the contrary, ihe explicitly declar^es 
that whtk Ireland retains ' her feporate independanoe, 
the profperity of this country^ is a juftcaufe ot fear and 
jealoufy in tiat. For^ is not this the principle upon 
which this proj^ of an Union refts^— that in order to 
make the intercfts of Ireland compatible with thofeof 
Britain, Ireland muft forego all diftinfi exiftence, and 
fubmit herfclf and her concerns to the dire^ion of the 
Britifti legiflature ? And why is this jpeccftiiry but be- 
caufe, even yet, with all her pretences to liberality. 
Great Britain fees in Ireland a rival, whofe exiftence is 
jlicfcuififtent with her eafe and fafety ? Thus the very 
propofal of an Union proves the continiied exiftence 
of former prejudices, and involves a declaration of the 
old principle of hoftility under a new name— The deleoda 
eftCsrthag9 is tranflated by it into plain. Enjglifli, atid 
becomes " Ireland nmft unite with Britain or be put 
down r 

But would even an Union fave Ireland from the opera- 
tion of this dcftruQive principle ? To anfwer this, let 
usconfider what are the evils which the minifter reforts 
to an Union tocorrefik. The principal of thefe is ♦< the 
divifion of feds in the remnant of antient hoftilrty 
between the old inhabitants and the fettlers.** Now, I 
alk bow caa an Union terminate thofe diviiions unlcfs 
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by the equal compfeffure of fla^erj' npcn 4»1J pirtic*, 
that prclTure which reduces what is high to the loweft 
level, and finks what is now loweft lower, which Is in 
faft iheprirrciple of hoftility to Ireland carried to its ex- 
treme I know but one way in which Britidi power can ob- 
viate the hoftility between the ** old inh«bhanmmd fet- 
tlers," if that di{lin6kion yet exifts after they have been 
JMC<>rporated ifbr fo many centuries : I fee but ond way 
•I fay in which Bfinfh power can appeafelriTh jealouTies, 
namely, thot in which a ptnimount (late generally trart- 
qatllrtesa fubjeft one, pitting down one party by another, 
«nd then extinguifhing that which furvives, Bar- 
. baroui and inocrrrgible* as the British minifter thinks 
u*> what more gentle treatment could we expcS than 
♦Hhcffi in the (ime circumftances "have eiperitnccd? 
But who are fhefe fettlers ?-^-4»ve they not been F.ng- 
lifhmen, overflowing withthat valoirr, virtue, and civili- 
2ationi which we are told will rufti m upon us after an 
Union find r^g^erate our country ? Now, if thefe 

* (ime Englifh fettlers have hitherto produced fo little ef- 
fefitin reclaiming our "Old inhabitants" from their invete- 
rate bart«rifm, What hope can be entertained that tlie 
new comers will be more fuccefsfut? A!a»I it is bbt 
too true, I fear, that tlicre is not now a greater H^jck of 
this valour and virtue in England than there was 

. two ot three centuries back J^a new importation, 
therefore, if our ports were open for it, would not l^^ii^ 

. prehend be much more copious or tflPeftive than fomler 
ones. How then wouM the tranquillifmg and ci? ilifing 

' fpcciihition proceed ? I wiH notihock the feelings or 
*larm the fears of ^the oW Milefitn, by pointing out to 
him what jothr modes might be put in praftice to in- 
form htm, be(tde« ihe exaiUple of BritiAi virtue, but 
ltd at a fbtnre day his patience and fortitude (houldhe 
|Hit to the trial, I wiHit/ggeft to him (if he be civilized 
enough to know that partial evrl muft be foflFered for the 
|?tncral good) that ^ ** many lamentable but neceffary 
infli£Hon9" wiH perhaps then have become indifpenfable 
for the general fecurity of the BrrtKh empire-^r the 
removal " of that ignorance and want of civiKzation 
which exift in Ireland in a greater degree than in any 
other country"— for the extinflion of ^* religious and 
satiOMil feuds and -animofities,*' and to make way ior 

' the *• infttfion of Bririlh valotir and Britifli vhtue'* irtio 
hit native country ! But let not the old irifh be alarmcfd, 
their harbcrifm wiH ntjt'be fo Wbftinate as to fofoe the 
civilizing power of Britain to focfh extreme ex pedierlts. 
The importation of Britifli viriourand virtue will be at- 
tended with the ^* introdiiSion isf a more ntlli'oaPed 
intcfllear— The Windnefs -of Ireland which is at pre- 

* fertt fuchas a Britifli minifter "coiild have noconcJepti- 
«n oP* will be removed— rThe hebetude of Irifh facjil- 
fies wiH .be flrarpened— And the moft barbarOu* co«ntry 
in the world will catch by fynrpathy the ihofub, the 

. f Par tbit aad fbe ofber paftiges iMrlidd ivTltH {** 'O ^^«rled 
CMflaua vkle Mr. Fi^ fpeecb tn the Britifli Houfe.of CosmIWdI ^n 
the J (ft o£ Jamiskiy, as published m tlic Moroinf Poft* 



tfiemahneVs, and the indiiftry, of the<iivillz5ng flate ! 
It was impudent of France to talk of giving hberty to 
Europe ; but let the world jtidge whether the tnfolence 
of the Britifli minifter does not outftrip France when he 
talks of giving, not liberty, but inleilefl to a country. 

But we/irp to have the Brltifti conftitution ! I call on 
every man who wifties well to the conne£tion between 
the two coufltries to fay who it is that- now endangers 
that conneaion — Mr. Pitt, who tells Ireland that flie is 
not free, becaufe her crown > ort the head of a Britifli 
King; or thofe who oppofe an Union, becaufe Ireland 
already poflliTcs the conftitution of England ? But 
granting for |i moment that we have 'it not, and that 
we enjoy but a mockery of freedom ; is -it from >Mr. 
Pitt—is it, I aflt, from Britain herfelf that *we are to 
beg or buy a conftitution ? Is liberty oxcliifivcly the 
growthot Britilh foil ? Does it participate of quali- 
ties which, like thofe of noxious animals, cannot exift 
in an atmofphere purely Irifli, a^id moft wp incorporate 
with England before it will live in our ifland ?. JJol 
countrymen; believe me, liberty and a free-opftftitu- 
tlon may<be obtained by any cmmtry whdfe inhabriants 
are MtN ; and the fecurity and continuance of that'll- 
berty depeHds^^ upon their own virtue, if you can- 
not be free without the patronage and proteaion of 
Britain^ you oannot be free with it :— -Your liborry and 
yoi/r conftitution muft be fclf-exiftent, or fhty are 
nothing. You may as weWtaHtofcieaiing ftiadoW with- 
out Kghr or ftfbftahce, as of giving liberty to thofe who 
wartt ftrensfthof virtue to acqilire it. The liberty of a 
ftate i« like the ftrength'of an individual, both muft flow 
from an inherent principle— both are incottmanioabl^ 

But how nrt the Cathalics to be aflfedcd by an 
Union? The majority of the" old inhabiiants^ of 
Ireland areC^olios, and they have been the merchan- 
dize of party for a ^ntury back. Lt*t it not he fu^- 
pofcd that i mean to bribe the Catholic to defeild t*e 
conftitution of hi> oouhtry apinft the aggreflion of aa 
infolent aflfailant; the fervicts whitih are botight in:fu^h 
a cafe are worthleft, for they are iriftncere and <5apri€t. 
oiTs: I -CJtH. on himbut to open bis eyes— to view his 
pref^nt fituation, artd to weigh well the offers whi^h 
are made to temfit hi#n to betray his rrift tO hid ^tutx- 
try and his poftei^ity. Wliat does MK Pitt ofcr to 
hrtbe the Cathollfc \ His oflfer, if it cail b* calHed otit, 
is comprehended ift thi* memorable fertterioej-*" If 
rv«R the day evrrtes *«t the Catholics flill I .gtv0 V<^t 
of their principle!^^ that it is fkfe to «ddiit tHem fo 
every privilege, fttch a meafure, in an unitod parlta- 
menr, wouM he free from all thofe Ang era wh'toh -would 
' threaten Ire^artd if it wetecoiifidered ai a fepw^ata and 
diftmaiegfflathrfe.'' How I fay that this f«nt*nce, 
framed as it is in *h* evafiv^ and ouontngTptruwlhwh 
mjrt-ks the cof^ipofirion of thri dealer in wortfs is y^l 
flifficien^lf eti^kjit m prove tcr any mah cif «lmmoa 
underftandiri^that the C-athtrfici^r »ai^J*t*cJ ^c'^- 
pea from art Viwort, whwh, while ttJeave^ *i«ashe 
ftood, woiild ittydlve f bereft of the icoamry tn hopctefs 
dei^ndancd^attfflitfrfil>tedifgi«w;'*'ifw«rthc A«y cornea 
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that the CaihoIIcs fliull cjlve proof of their principles!? 
It is evident then that ifie probatioii of a century Jnss 
not proved to Mr Vhx ih.it the CathoFics nnay be aH- 
mittedto every privile^?^-i-Whon then will he be f^tis- 
fied ? — At the end of anothet centUry, flioufd he, or 
^f^a minifter, then cxiil? it is dpubtful wliether he 
wiio has thought a trial 6f one eentui-y Insufficient, 
would be convinced at the end of another ; but it i$ 
not doubtful that an advantage fb rtmoi^, eyeh if It 
were certain, can but little influence the a£lJons of the 
prefent generation ; and the c.lthblics, I conceive, wfll 
not be much inclined to confide in th6 future poYidy of 
that man who declares that at prefent he does riot think 
it SAFE to truft them, l conclude then, tJiat from 
Mr. Pitt, (hould he fucceed in his plan of fubjugating 
the country, the Catholic has nothing to hope. What 
does he fee on the orhier fide ? At prefent he is e;c- 
cluded, ceitainly, from fortie of the privifegcs of the 
conftitution; but it cannm efcdpe his dtfcntion thak he 
is in progrei5on toward* a'//// enjoyment of all its bene- 
fits. It is yet little more than twenty year^ rtnice he 
began his career from ^ point which, happily, is Very 
remote indeed from thit ar which he now ftands : 
His progrefs, for fome years, was flow j , he acl- 

vanced, his velocity endreafed, ^iyA Ka lucd to 

cncreafe with rapid 'aCfcrferadoh till t\ it hour, 

when the ^oal appears not onty withirtV t alwbft 

within his reach. Do I promifchittt th^ rJI re«ch 

it? No; it is not mine to profhife-^fl _i evertt 

which, like the effcQ of Ji phyfical <*aute, dej>epds not 
on the will of the inciividUa!, but oiti the immutable 
laws which govern the motal World-^fol* it iis riot to the 
fpirit of Caiholicclainfis— tothe n 
tholic body— nor to the (ibefality 3E 
Protcftant that I attribute his eleval 
man which he now hold*. 1 qbnficl( 
ncceflary efFe£t of a w'ife, temper 
on his parr, and thee)[pandln^ ehergy ©€ our frce.con- 
ftitution on the other. ' While te, thtn, continues ^> 
aS with wifdom, temp^fahce arid loyalty ^^and while 
wfi continue to poflefs a titt fcortftltuticn* ihote caufes 
will continue to produce the fame effeSs," and muft,* 
eventually, raife him to that higheft potnt itt' the fcule 
of freedom for which his virtue ftiall have fitted him. 
But let him ftart afide from the honourable courfe he 
has hitherto purfued ; let him for the bafe bribe which 
an infjdions minifter ho^Js up to his view, but does 
KOT promife him^^\QX him for this become a deadly in- 
ftrument in the hands of thatminifler to flab the confti- 
tution of his native land ;— he will find himfelf fliorn of 
his ftrength, and inftead of being raifed to the dignity 
which he courted, will be funk to that lowcft flate of hu- 
man degradation— that of a difappointed traitor ; laughed 
at by the knave who duped him, and txecrated bv all 
mankind^ He will learn, when too late, that perfonal 
freedpm cannot be obtained by felling the liberties of 
his country ! 
In offenng to my countrymen thefe few thoughts on 



the fpcechof theBriti0i Minifler, I have oot torched 
on tite (ju'eflion now fo commibn-^** Is the Unibh 

S* iveh up } Will the Minifler J>t-efs the hiejifure i^" If 
ie (Jueftibn w^r^ aflted of hne, I wguld fay to the peo- 
ple of IreUn(^-r^'. It depends brt Yt)u whether the Mt- 
niftor wilt. Or \Vin not, prefi an Unign :*• lb ftr as ex»» 
^rinfic etrcutnnanccs can ^ffe£t v6u, ybur fiibhigatixm 
is already complete; the bontraa for j'oor dcHvery i| 
alrcJidy fiffrtcd, (ealed and defivered X6 the Britith t^ar- 
liament • It remains only that the Ouin*-** Mercnat^t 
who has riiade ^r, fhouldeet poltl-ffiort o/y'oit Ip order to 
fulfil! his bargain;" 'i'his is not i ftnciJbl allufiert ; 
aod it is .uartb obferving, perhaps, that the rey- 
fons Which are ofltred to induce you to an 
Union are exaftly thofc by which the trader in 
human flefti extenuates the barbarous traffic— ** he ref- 
ciles the haptcfs African from the turbulence, t1ie blood, 
the barbarity, the ignorance, which made his freedom 
a curfe— and he confer^ pn fcifn all the bleflings of tran- 
quil, civilized, induftrious slavlrI*'!" He reftrains 
his tuibulence, but it is by fetters ! He teaches him 
morality, but k is with«ftiipe« 1 Ht; indicates chriftian- 
itjr, but it is by the driver's whip ! The Biitifli Mi- 
niftertco, ofF^fs to tranquillize, to inftrufi, to civilixe 
Ireland ; but the thrice q\ tuition nidft be her liberty ! 
Let us take care that if we rive up.fireedom for Britiih 
morals, and indepcnde;nce,for her civilization, IriC^nien 
will not be taught by^the fame jjrocefs ! . ' 

But if theMiniftcr be refolved tocarry im UiTion*, cart 
wcprevent him ? I'i'Ay, Yes. Yet I ^flb^r the talk 
may be difficult. The fitUanon \r\ whfeh>e ftind, is, 
no doubt, moft arduous-^it calhfor inceflant vigilance, 
and indefatigable aSiviiy. ,But I have rjo doubt that 
if we fet about the work. We' are fiiH^ equal to ft. The 
people of Ireland know not thbtt- otx^ti f^vct, 4f l^iey 
doubt it. In the moral,, as wt^ll as the. natural world, 
there cxift poweis df thde6nite fofbe,' itifubjeSi^ appa- 
rently feeble— and wbi<*. w^ht but ^p'hc tjoneentercd, 
to be irrcfiftiblfc— 'Ajdrdp of watein,' reduced ttr fteam, 
and properly cohfined irtd *di redid, ittnif bum -a rock. 
One j)iinciplc faidv urged* JTiay .overfet a Miniftcr, 
tho* for uRcd. by fill the patron^g6 of an empire, and 
difcrimimbererf df ^11 the clogs of hoi\cfly and honour. 
But what is that principle which muft l>e inculcated to 
fave Ireland ? It is this, " That national liTjerty and 
independence are the only true fources of found mo- 
rals, of civilization, of wealth, of ftrength, and of com- 
merce— that liberty and independence, are the conftitu- 
tion of Ireland ; and that the people of Irelanc*, (I mean 
its property, not its population) are its guardians.'* I (hall 
not now enter into a detail of thofe mcafu res, which, 
as guardians of their conftitutjon, I thmk they ought to 
take at this momentous crifi*—- happily, the integrity, 
the fpirit of its reprefentatives, have, made it the left 
neceflTary. I ftiall, therefore, only fug^cfttothem that 
they acquired that conftitmion by Boldly foeaking out, 
and that by the fame explicit dec1«l«tfion of their fcnfe, 
by the manly, bold avowal that they arc determined 
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to maintain the independence they have aflertcd, they 
will preferve it I Such a declaration^ the Britifh Minif- 
ter, rafli and prefumptuous as he is, will not dare tp 
controvert. Should, however, that meafure fail, the 
means of Ireland are not yet exhaufted— other modes 
will occur, by which a legal refiftanoe may be made to 
a proje£kthat endangers the connexion of the empire. 
But (houldeven thefe remedies fail alfo, I am told there 
remains yet another— one deeply hidden in 
the bofom of the conftitution ; and which is to be 
revealed but with its expiring breath ! It is not for me 
to difclofe it I 

AN IRISHMAN. 



/ 



SONG, 



Twit^* Moggy LawJer^ 



J.ERNE once the Premier fought. 

With Johnny Bull to wed, nr. 
And to his Royal Matter brought, 

Propofals on that head, fin 
And^ bcgg'd his Majefiy would take 

Into confideration, 
If by their Union he could make 

Oiie greaty imperial nation. 

The council fun^monM by the king. 
Debated on the fcheme, fir. 

And foon they all approved the thing. 
Well knowing whence it came, iir. 



Young Billy much rejoic'd to fee 

His plan met approbation. 
And whifper'd to old Hawke(bury^ 

" Good funds for new taxation.** , 

To work, then flyly Billy went. 

Well fkill'd in proftitulion. 
To bribe the Irifli Parliament, 

To fell their Conftitution. " 
The bafeft means of e/ry kind. 

Were ufed by this projedor. 
But one apoftate could he find, 

A hearth-money collc&or. 

Let*s fiigmatize with mark'd con tempt. 

And fcorn the fordid knave, fir. 
Whom private intVeft thus could tempt. 

His country to enflave, fir. 
Our liberties we will maintain. 

Nor tamely them furfender. 
But each fliall firmly ftill remain. 

Hit country's bold defender. 

'Gainft Traitors and Defipotifm, 

Our kingdom we'll defend, fir. 
And henceforth all domeftic fchifm. 

For ever let us end, fir. 
In one great caufe let all unite. 

To -guard the Irifli nation,^ 
In independence, her birth-right, 

'Gainft Britifli ufurpation. 

In bumpers all diftin£kion8 drown. 

And in their place let's toaft then, 
terne's Parliament and Crown, 

And may flie ever boaft them. 
Creat Briuin ftill we'll freely ferve. 

And ftill fii^port connexion. 
But independence we'll preferve. 

For an Union is fubjeSion. 
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No. XXIII. 



TO' THE 



INHABITANTS OF ULSTER. 



Vir bonus ct faplcns aiidebit dicrrc- 



-quid mc pwrfcrrc patit^ue 



J N the queftion of an Incorporated legiflativie Union 
Mrith Great Britain, there is not any part of the king- 
dom whofe inhabitants arc more capable of judging of 
ihe expediency of fuch a mcafure, nor any more inte- 
rcRcd in its event than thofe whom I addrefs : Your 
education and habits give you the capability of forming 
a well fotinded opinion as to its effefb : Your exclufive 
poneffionof iHatmanufaQure, by means of which Ire- 
land has attained its prefent.confequence and wealth, 
giv&s you a greater (lake in the iflftie of the conteft than 
Ally ether part of the kingdom has ; an awful time ap- 
pro aches, when you muft fpeak to be heard, or for 
eve r clofe your mouths upon the fubjefi : The queftion,. 
if once carried, is, in its nature, irrevocable; and 
when determined, concludes not only yourfclves^ but 
your pofterity for ever.. 

The author of a pamphlet, which is (aid to be fanc- 
tioned by our adminiftration, fays—" The queftion of 
forming an £/«/^n between two countries muft never be 
confufed with xhtfubjeffion of one country to another ; 
the latter is fuppofed to be the refult bi force ^ the for- 
mer of confent \ the one is never to be fubmitted to bqt 
itom neceffity, the other may be the objed of"r^/Vf ; 
if therefore this is a queftion of Union, and not ot/ubjec^ 
tim, and if it is not to be impofed by force on the one 
hand, and fubmitted to of necejfity on the other, but that 
our confent and choice is to have any weight in deter- 
mining the matter, our real fentiments oi{^ 'to appear ; 
they (hould be exprefled honeftly and openly, that at 
Jeaft our confent may not be inferred from our filence. 

The great ftaple of your Province is the Linen Manu* 
iadure, and (fo far as provincial conftderations ftioufd 
guide you upon a national queftion) ought to be the foun- 
dation of your opinion. In the improved and ftour>fti- 
ingftate of that Manufadure which youiiave witneflcd, 
and its incalculable inoreafe both in quantity and price 
within tbefe laft ten years^ « thinking man will naturaU 



fv bel.d to confidv how this great national cliartee is 
likely to affe£k a manufa6iHie fo extendve and fo im- 
proving. What further advantages it offers to the ma- 
nufaSurer, and what future contingencies are to repay 
him for the prefent certainty which he relinquiflies-*- 
thefe ought to be well weighed, and fomething more 
than fpcculation ftioukJ be required to induce you to 
gjveupihat conftitirtion under which you have become 
profperous and wealthy ; all we have to hope for is, 
that our manufadure will not be put upoTi a worfe cfta- 
blifhment than it ftands at prefent— for it is very re- 
markable, that in the pamphlet before alluded to, in 
which nothing is left undone which unprincipled arti- 
fice cafi fuggeft; to perfuade this nation of the benefits 
of an Union, where advantages are h*M out to the 
fouth and to the weff of Ireland, whilft Cork, Water- 
ford and Limerick are feverally promifed encreafed trade 
and manufacture — the author has not had fufficicnt ef- 
frontery to tell the north that it can be bencfired by the 
meafure : But he tells you that Irifti linens have- at pre- 
fent a preference in the Britifli market^ that •• thefe 
advantages in favDr of the iior4h»of Ireland England 
mi^ht repeal or diminifb whenever fliepleafes ; by an 
Union they might be fixed for ever ;'^ inftead of hoWiiig 
out future advantages to.arife to you inconfeqiienceof ir, 
he fuggelU the deprivation of benefits which you pof- 
fefs ; unable to find arguments to induce your compliance, • 
he has recourfc to denunciation nnd threat to prdTent your 
refiftance. Whether this argument applies to the row/i/i/ 
which is neceflary to ah Union, or to the force which 
conftitutes fubjedion, and ought never to be fubmit'ed 
to but of neceftity^ the author ought to have informed 
us : But how are thefe advantages to be " fixed for ever 
by an Union ?'* We have feen among the heads of the 
Union as publiflied in our newfpapers^ that the linen 
manufadure is to be proteded and fecured upon its 
. prefent footing— but what fecurity have we that this or 
any other article will be adhered to; that they will not 
be altered or fubverted in ten or twenty years, whilft 
the protefting voice of- our hundred exiled reprefen- 
tatives (fuppofiog them all honeft and faithful) is droum- 
ed amid the acclamation of Britifti majority in the im- 
perial parliament, impelled by Englifh prejudice, and 
encouraged by Englifti minifterial influence. BelicA e 
me, national honor means nothing more than national 
intereft— that there is no inftance in which they have 
joftled, where the former has not fallen before the lat- 
ter; and that even the name of honor never outlives 
the hour when intereft calls for its forfeiture. 

The only chance we have of efcapihg this national 
calamity is by expreifing our decided~deteftation of it ^*- 
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I A^ill t>ot believe that the Brliifh niinlfter will be fo 
weak and wicked as to peri' ft ih forcing fuch a meafure 
upon us, if it is contrary to the wilhes and confcnt of 
the nation ; but if he (hould be fo unprincipled, do not 
fiibmit to the degradation of having a fubjefiim forc<d 
upon you under the n?i»ie of an Union^ or be neceflTa- 
tated to bt^ for what we detcft ani abhor. \t is a duty 
which we owe to ourfelves, and our country, to fet otir 
fcntimcnts be publicly known — It is a duty which ye 
owe to our pofterity to refift a meafure by which we 
low the ^^^ds of future rebellions, and unnaturally be- 
queath the harvefl toourchildren : Impoveriflied, taxed, 
and opprerted'lhey will fay, the confent of our fathers 
never was obtained to this deftrudive meafure — They 
were taken by furprize, at the end (if I may venture to 
call this the end) of a cruel and favage rebellion— -They 
were terrified into this Union which depopulates our 
country. In my opinion, one of the -ftrongeil argu- 
ments againft the Union is, that the time when it was 
pfopofed, aiKlthe expedition with which it was carried, 
will afford to our children a reafon why they fliouldtree 
themfelVes from the (hackles thus forced upon ns : They 
will feize the firft moment of Britifti diftreftto tear them 
off, and reaflert their independence — they will awake 
from their dream^ and 1 tremble for the event of their 
awaking ! 

But for ourfelves a more efGcacious -and fefs dange- 
rous method is open : Let jthe voice of the nation be 
heard upon the queftion— If that agrees in thinking this 
an oppreffive and ill-limed innovation, it may yet be 
prevented— It will not be forced upon yotii your Sove- 
reign never wifl be unjuil to you--Or if a majority of 
the people of Ireland fliould approve of an Union, whate- 
ver the fenttments of individuals may be, they mu ft yieW 
to the opinion of that majority. The Union will then 
come to us more gracioufly, becaufe our opinion has 
been taken, our cofifent obtained— otir children will 
then lofe the idea of revenge for an oppreflion in calm 
fubmtifion : they will learn refignation in the belief, that 
when we conf^nted to the meafure, our intei>tion was 
good, and we had only miftaken the means of making; 
them happy. Thus, and no otherwife, can England 
expe&sa firm and laftmg Ubion. 

The only conftttutional method of procuring the fen- 
timents of the nation, upon any political fubje6^, is by 
meetings of freeholders and freemen in fhe different 
counties and cities : This Ought to be immediately and 
univerfally adopted It is peculiarly neceffary and ufe- 
ful in your province, where freeholders are pofleded of 
information, to form an opinion, and independfrK?e to 
fpeak it aloud. Require your Sheriffs in your different 
counties to convene county meetings for the'pwpoft of 
confidering this qtieftron, and tranfmitting your oj^inions 
to your different reprcfentatives: fuch every (heriff 
ought, every honf /I ftitriff will attend to, and comply 
with ;— but ihould there be miy one ignorant or corrupt 



enoiigh to refufe, j'ou may as legally dffemble witTiofft 
his interference, as has been very fully (hewn to jou by 
incontrovertable argument in the feyenth number of this 
paper. It is the conftitulional and unalianable right of 
freeholders to affemble for the purpofe of inftruding 
their reprefentatives ; and on fuch a queftion as this it rsin- 
difpulably the duty of reprefentatives to receive, land to 
obey the inftruSions of theii*conftituents : 'I fay, on 
fuch a queftion as this, which has for its dbjeSb to wreft 
from you for ever that right which you have entruftetl 
into the hands of your prefent reprefentatives for a li- 
mited time — when that truftee in whom you have in-- 
vefted your deareft poffeflion for a time, is going to re- 
fign it for ever to a ftranger without yoirt* confenr, and 
contrary to your wi(h : cantix>n him not to do fo— tell 
him that he betrays his truft if he does— inftruS him by- 
giving him your opinion, the opinion of fuch men muft 
and will 'have weight :— Roufe yourfclves th^n ! the 
crifis of your fever is paft I— a laffitude and lan^our has 
fucceeded, but fhake it off, and your nerves willreaf- 
fume their accuftomed tone. To be filent when your" 
degrcft rights are invaded is an unpardonable apathy— 
Choofe the fide of this momentous queftion which ypii 
approve, but having done fo, fpeak out boldly— l^et the 
Jaw of Solon be placed before the eyes, and trf afured 
ih the bread of every one of you, that when the liberty 
of your country is in danger, the man who r<'niain8 
ticuter, deferves to be infamous. 

AN ULSTER MAN. 



A PROPHETIC FRAGMENT, 



A: 



He feemed 
for dignity campofrcl ami high exploit. 
But all was falfe and hollow* 



ND' in thofe days there (hall appear a youth, tall 
of Aature and not of ungoodly appearance, who will 
derive his birth from one counfry, his religion from 
another, and his politics from a third — and he will offer 
bimfcif a candidate to reprefent a great and refpcaable 
province (•"'^^e kingdom- where he was born^— and he 
will dcclare*cven before Ais ieartlis grown ^ thai the firft 
pbjeS of his ambition is to be returned for it— aod he 
will tell openly that he wifl pay all due deference to the 
opinions of his conftitiienit, and toihe di6kat6s of hi$ 
own confcience, and all the people will wonder exceed- 
ingly, and many of th?m will believe him— and he will 
go to the firft great meetii>g of the Northern Whigs in 
the town yclcped Belfaft, and he will entreat to be en- 
rolled a member of their body, and he wiU fijn withbU 
ovva band all their papers ; 
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vie fi^neJins pUx> anJ calling in ^ftcfnanf 
^ith mcrkitcfs anil humiUty ; but bit heart 
Way crammed a\ ith arrogance, 

• And the memf>ers will take great tJellght in this youtli, 
«ftcl fome of them will enter mtofubfcription^ to fupport 
fiim in his rle6Hon---and many of the people of Bel- 
faft will wonder exceeiiingly, anj* Samuel Netlfon him- 
"felf wiH believe him-*— 

Pot neither man nor angel can ^ifcertt 
Hypocrify, the t)nly evil that valkt 
•Ilxviiiblcy except God alone. 

And he will flatid nn the hufthg% in tb^ great city of* 
St. Patrick, on the firft day pf the month of May, in 
the year of our Lord^ I790» (rtheingthe fiiftday of the 
polJ,)anJ in the prefence of that great and ii^depeodent 
coimty he will take its /^^— and the people will be 
^much pleafed therewith, and will enquire whofe fort ibe 
ftnpling is— and Robert will anfwer, I am the Ton of 
Roljert, thy old and faithful fervant : And during the 
tjontinoance of the poll he will proclaim a great feaft, 
to celebrate the memory of the immortal William-^ 
fend he wiH invite all the princes, and the governors, and 
the (heriflTs, and the counfdlors, to make merry oA the 
occ^iion — and he will lake the chief place of the enter- 
tainment— ^and will fpeak in '^ words of high praiTe of 
the venerable Charlemonf, and then give his health 
together with that of tie glorious Volunteers of Ireland, 
and the people will wonder much— -and the princeSi and 
the governors, and the (KerifiiB, aod the counfellors, will 
wax glad*-*and the young patriot will dwell in fweeteft 
accents on the charaSer of Gratiahp and his illuprious 
friends in parliament^ and drink their healths'^znd he witl 
drink difgrace and infamy to the bribers and the bribed'^ 
and he will expatiate with exceeding great delight- on 
the independence of oorjpti'Kflafcttt, ftrN*wiH dridk prof- 
peri ty and everlafling independince U Ireltm^^Utd tlie 
peojJe of thofe dEays wiU w«inder ejcceedinf ly and 4>?- 
Jieve him ——and in the warmth of hfs hevt, he <wiM 
anticipate the doQrines of Thomas Paine, and drink 
equal liberty to all mmikind-^znd be wiU drink mH tii 
Whig Clubs of Ireland and the W-hig interefi all the vJorid 
•u^r— and to fill up the meafure of his country*s love, 
this young Belial will drink a toaft, which the name of 
Mr. Fox will make long remembered, our Sovereign 
Lord the People \ and what is very marvellous he will not 
be drunk— and he will, at the end of the fixty eight 
day's poll, be returned for that great and refpeSable 
county— and will publifli an advertifement, and will 
thank his eldSors for their noble, viituous, and inde- 
pendent fupport— and he will fay in this manifefto, / 
love the caufe of the people^ I revere the conflitution^ and I 
will maintain and defend both with the ardor of affe^ion, 
which a youthful heart dilates, and which your generous 
confidence demands^^and the honed people will wonder 
exceedirfgly, and fay Amen, Amen. 

(To be continued*) 



CoiUiniratton of tfie Portf^ih<,.l5e(?grts, tt^d Drtwmji 
for the Exhibition at the fine Arts in Fofter ptaoe. 

'^ 1 ^HE Speakrr of the Houfe of 'Cornmons in <he cha- 
A rafter wf St. Patrick^ frightentrtg every re^itle, ^nd 
banifhing/JiaJ^/ in the grtfs from the prefence of tiihe^- 
niay who fondly looks at him with a ftrong expreflion of 
gratitude and admiration i . 

N. B. — A charming pi^ure, coloured on prbpatria, ele^ 
gantlf framed, but not guilt% nor to be purcl^fcd eit any 
price, but placed confpicuoufly to decorate this exhfhidon /wl 
excite emulation in the country. 

Sir John Pamell in the eha^ftfter rf Atlitr, fupporting 
with oue hand, the fuperincumbent weight of Grsat Bri-- 
tain, and with the other, Ireland, agatnft thfe w<5rld. 

N. B.— An athletic full length figure, difplayingmuf- 
Cuiar •flreRgth with firmneff^ done up in caft metal, and 
not for (ak ; h*^l (ike tbc former, fcBt as an ornament tp 
the exbibitioQ. 

l>*-d C u i Mi i i g h jn the cbara£ker of young Phaetat^ 
at the moment he has fet the globe In flames, and forced 
from oppcfitiek te give up the/eiiis to the fiery courfefS^ 
wh«ch hiir) himd^wn the precipice! 

N. B.-W« the back ground groupes are difcovtred, hme 
putting fpoke«, emd others knaves];, in the wheels oj the 
carriage, to prepare him for the journey ^ and sM^f hammer" 
ing their brains to make the disjointed fellows meet* 

y.fias Barrington, Efq. in the charaSer of Neptune> 
keeping Ireland afloat, and putting in his oar (which 
happens to be of ftlver) by way of trident, tracing- the 
landmarks, and pointing out the channel, which keeps the 
two ifliTide {though unitod by frieadlhip) iJftant front 
each other. In water-colours, and yet a very glow- 
ing piflure. 

5ir J— n B t^ in the charafitor and drapers 

of a Swifs Colonel. Motto, point d*argef)t, point de 
Suiffe I Mont Bi^anc in the back and fcre-grounrf. 

N. b. This is a winter piece, 'both as frigid and un^ 
melting Us the 6rigina1 ! It was fold to the Cafile many 
years ago, and has been handed down asian heir loon to^ all 
thefuccejfors of that manftom 

A well-known Irifli Naval Captairt, in the charafter 
of Ben the Sailor^ in Love for I^ove, comforting Hi- 
bernia, (who is reprefdnted in tears) in his ufual way, 
with a quid of tobacco in his mouth, and with one ot 
Bei^s fayings turned into Greek, to (haw his learningj 
viz. 

0ij/xwp ivy^w @)}^•0' luTti^ 

N. B. Apiece of ordnance fupporting him, wtd the whole 
painted on canvas. 

Sir B "C R *-e in the charaQer of Captain 
0^ Blunder p or the Brave Irijbman, fliewing how John 
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Bull and Shcelagh, couTd form a natural Union, hj nm" 
king hot A ends mtet, without coming to extremities* 

N, B. This rcfpcaable Milefian figure, in bronze, 
lias for a long time orpamented the Cafile^ and is to be 
fcen on ftate days. 



ERRATA—* for guilt read gilt.— J F&r 
EMAVEs read naves^. 



WILLI AM PITT, 

pifT^catcher to the King^^i mod excellent Majefty, 
^ informs thfe Nobility and Gentry of Ireland, that 
Be has eftabliflied an Office in Dublin, near Caftle-ftreer, 
for the fale of his much-admired TRAPS ; which, tho* 
not an entirely new invention, have been much improved 
on by him, fince he commenced bufinefs. He can reftr 
th^Public to feveral eminent charaSers— fome in the 
law department — ^fome few of the judges — fome com- 
miflionersof the revenue, and fome of iht paving board, 
for their ufefulnefs and efficacy in fecuring rats* They 
muft be fet inwarm places. 

N. R They are not only tipped but baited with golik 



aCHEt in'khe powers of magnifying glafles^i^but we 
are happy in communicating to the public, that there 
are now in town a company of celebrated Opticians, 
whofe glafles far exceed, in magnifying powers, 
thofe of HerfcheL On a late experiment made 
by Meifieurs Noxrusand Mareschai., pupilsof the 
celebrated SiEUR Reagu, they have clearly demon- 
flrated that their glafles^ magnify In a ratio of 46 degrees 
more than Herfchers. 



A PORTRAIT IN PERSPECTIFE. 



THE A— G in thecharaaer of Sir John 

Falftaff, at the moment he is difmiflfed by the Prince of 
Wales. The fcene is taken from the fccond part of 
Shakfpeare's Henry 4th, where Hal. fays— - 

Reply not to me with a JooUborn jeji ; 
Biw ill grey hairs become afoolandjejler. 

A portrait in peripeQive is a new experiment ; but 
though the fcene appears diflant it has a good eSe€l, 



EPIGRAM. 



SPECTACLES FOR ALL ^GES t 



RE rumour of Billy Pitt having a Son, 
Has caused in this country a great deal of fun ; 



— . HE world Is fully in poffeflion of the great aid fci- To think with good help he can't breed f is all ftuff, 
encc has derived from the improvements of Her* The C/wwi and fllr will *r/^J/w//r&y/" enough. 



VMUi I Pxint0 ffi 3im^ ^pmtf 45, CoHege-gmOt 
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No. XXIVi 



TO THE 



people: 

OF 



-f|t^ ^Ib^ jam nom intelligar arttfsT- 



HAT rtic tndczPoiirs ^o reduce this- kingdom to 
the moft abjed fitte of hclpltfs fubordmatron to Great 
Britain, which have been lately made^ and thofe which 
are (till threatened to be attenDpted, fpru.ng from-no 
fudden impulfe, or, temporary c^fe, is 'too . obvious to 
Jk doubted of by any man. It it now plain, that all 
ineootinciU which have (IfreQed, and all thetranfafti- 
pns which have taken place in Ireland for aferiesof 
.^efirs paft^ have been beni (fo far as the Brilifti mloif- 
tcr could incline them) with a residency to accelerate, the 
attainment of this objcfl. It. would, undoubtedly, be 
a fpeculation curious in its purfuit, and ufeful la its 
end, to invcAigate'^nd develope the injurious policy of 
thofe councils, and pernicious progrcfs of ihofe tran- 
Tadions, to far as the inicrefts of Ireland were involved 
in them ^ curious, as opening the book of national am^ 
bition (perhaps depravity) to the eye of philofophy ; 
uftful," in inculcating theileceflity of national harmony 
for the prefervation of national libei:ty. But this is an 
enquiry not properly within the prefent defign of this 
paper ; befide, ahhough the c^iAemper whiqh afflid this 
country is, in its diftemper,, chronic ; yet, as. it now 
lufTers under a violent paroxyfm, however alteratives 
are iieceflary to * work a fadicalfcuret medicines more 
expeditious in their effedsmuft be idminiftered to meet 
the prefent attack. 

It is natural to the human mind, when tpprebenfive 
of a great evil, to apply itfelf to the removal cf that 
which brings theobjeSs of its fear neareft to the view, 
father than of that, which being le& obtrufive, thougn 
^more dangerous, might be in reality more likely, even- 
tually, to inflifl it. Thus, thoOgh there may be, and 
I have no doubt are, many caufes much more likely to 
fupcr-induce upQn my country the complicated ills of 
that deteftable meafure, which it 19 the avowed intention 
of your paper to ward it from, y^t, jhe fpcech of Mr. 
Pitt, the prime minifter of England, lately delivered in 
the parliament of thai kingdom^ obtains an involuntary 



.\ 



precedence of th^m all^' and 'occl^ies my thoughts irr- 
ftindli/cly. I have read it with ihar anxious care wBich 
a deep intcreft in its fubje£t muft neceflTarilv beget, and 
thought I found in itiitile but afferiions unfupported by 
proofs, fafks grofsTy mlflated, deceitful profpeSs artful- 
ly exhibited, fubtleiies fophifticafly reafoned upon, 
threats formiJabre irr found, but dar^gerlds in reality, 
indireQIy held out, and certain injuries eautioufly endea- 
voured to be hid from view. *Tfs trtoe^ though thefc 
ftemed to be the diftihguifliing charafi^iftics of this 
fpeech, yet they appeared drefled out with 'con fummate 
ability, afmoft' itrefiftibfy impreflive where It was deli- 
vered, but liirie dilculated to convince the re^fon of a 
thinking Irifliman. Thus it ftruck nie/and 'w(th this* 
tdeaof'jt I (hould have remained undaunted with re- 
{^k6t to its cdnfcquences, but obferving the admin idra* 
tion which had undertaken the impofition of a yoke 
upon this nation, (edulbus in diftributing it at the public < 
cxpen6e, as one of the inftruments they intended to 
employ in their work. Seeing the money of the pco* 
pie fquandered in the pubfication of a fpcecb, whic^ 
argued in another country onljt or on one fide of a quef> 
t'ron which involved the deareft intereft? of ihb^ pee- 
ing th^t adminiftration open the rational putTe,. jiot to 
relieve the national difti'cfs,' but to endeavoiit at warp^ 
ing th^ national judgment, I began to fear the means 
Wi^re better adapted to the end than they appeared to me 
to be, and that kind of alarm ftized upon my mind 
which is great in proportion to the incomprchenfibility 
of the danger. Further rtfleSion has recalled my cou* 
rage, and I now mean to addrefs one or two letters to 
you, containing fuch remarks upon the different parts 
of tl\is fpeech as have been either lead obviated already 
by others, or which may appear in a different light 
Ifrom that in which it was viewed by them. 

The infidious fallacy of Mr. Pitt's affertion relative 
to the divifions in our Houfe of Commons on the quef- 
tion of the Union, has been fo ably and fufiiciently ex- 
pofed in your 21(1 number, that it would be worfe than 
fuperfluous to dwell on that now— I therefore pafsit 
over. , 

* Mr. Pitt urges in favor of his meafure the internal 
treafon which ravages this country, but there are two 
circumftances refpeding this fubjc^ which he has alto- 
gether omitted to confider. He has not mentioned the 
caufes— the true and genuine caufes of that treafon ; 
nor has he proved, or indeed attempted to prove, that 
the adoption of an Union would be the on^y meaiis of 
curing, or would at all remove it. Mr. Pitt has not 
touched upon the political hiftory ^f this country for 

♦ Page z I of the printed Speech. 
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fctne years pa fr, ulifch woutd (k!ibit the governors of 
litland irrixaring and inflaming every fubdivifton of ihe ' 
ptople one agamll ilic oiher; viould (hew them norfuing 
I her mcft lilfcordant and contrai!l6lory f)(lert)s of admi- 
/niiinition ; uould hold them out as never foffering any 
plan of internal tcgulaticn to be followed to comple- 
tion ; would fligmatize ihcm as wfing alF endeavours to 
•render the par lament contemptible in the eyes^ cf tlie 
people ;• would point Hit them ^s playing on the hop^s 
^Jind fears of diflVrent religious fe6ts, carefully balancing, 
and diligently oppbfihg them. 'He has cautioufly avoid- 
' cd himfelf, anci ftudioufly averted the eyes of his hear- 
rrsfrom looking on the page which might prcfent fuch 
damning truJihs to the view. It was therefore hid from 
'liisEngnfhauditors— but not fo with my heretofore in- 
fatuated countrymen'S^ibey are beginning to read it 
^ with attention, even though they behold it with detefta- 

• tion ; but they find in it the road to the only Union ne- 
ftclTary to the happinefs of Ireland. Why Mr. Pat 

dwelt upon the effbrtd, but never went in fearch of the 

• taufes, it would be unneceff^ry to enquire— ^it is obvi- 
ous. Why fuch caufes were eftaWilhed, or futh ef- 
forts flowed from them, perhaps he would tell; 
and we might gucfs furely, however this may 
be» that -man muu be either wilfijlly blind^ or in- 
corrigibly ' ftupid^ who does n6t difi;over ^t once both 
the drift and the turpitude 6f the mcafure now pufling 
within the fphere of his obfervaiion. Is it the fug^eftion 
tof fear, or the creaticyh of fancy, thatre bellion is kept 
alive by the extenfion cf every hope of impunity to 
ihe traitor ; that mid-day murder and open robbery flalk 
through the tand^ t^ncnecked and unobferved^ to any 
other mtent than ast hey might tend to j>roduce their 
portion of difmay and fubmlmon; that devaftation frit- 
ters horrors under the very eyes of the inadive gar- 
rifon. If thefe things hive any real exiftence, mud not 
the man, who obfervesthem, aft, whence they arife and 
tvherefore are they \ But Mr.Pitt is content to Urgue upon 
matters Jufl as he finds rhem. It woijld divert the 
courfe of bis prefcience too far, if her caid a retrofpec- 
tive glance beyond the period of French attempts on 
this country; a prefcieiice which he exercifes, not like 
Caflandra, for we kno^v thefoutee'of his infpiration too 
well todoubt the veracity of his predictions. He has fore* 
told events,'and we muft beli(*ve him*-mark his prophetic 
words: ***But if druggies of t his furt may and muft re- 
turn agatriy if the worjl dangers are thofe which are yet ttt 
fome^ dangers which maybe greater froinbeing m^redifguiJedP 
Read the fcroll with awful aiicntion, for it isftretched to 
you by an arm clothed with power. Receive the pro- 

{*>hecy with fear, for the certainty of its accomplilbment 
s enfured by the former works of the prophet. Preci- 
pitate yourfclvcs, to avoid the confcquences of the dread- 
ful denunciation, into the gulph prepared for you, which 
like the grave, wdl flielier you from all human evils, for 
the oracle tells you, tl]us only you can efcape the horrors 



of its fulfilment. But let ifieccoly aft, is tliis ah af?3- 
itient capable of perfuading Iiiihmen to the furi-endcr ot 
every thing cftimable to them nationally confidercd, t)r 
can Mr. Pittas mere aflertion, thai it isfi, convince thefr 
reafon that a legfflative Union with Great Brhain, is the 
Oft y thing within the range of human events which cati 
render them peacc-ful, Bourifliing, and happy ? Is there 
a man in this kingvlom capable of observation, who may 
not fatisfy himfelf, that a great portion of the diflenii- 
6ns which have diftraQed this country, and which now 
diftraS it, may be traced to the poHcv of the Britifli ca- 
binet ? If fo, muft he not fee that a Britifti minifter, ar- 
guing on thefe diflentions, (without adverting to thetr 
caufes,) in fupport of .any fav6red fcheme of his own, 
Ttafons on the ill efforts of faSs occafioned m a great 
meafure by himGf!*; 9n6 tlVtis endeavors contrary to 
every principle of juftice, to take advantage of his own 
wrong. Muft be not fee that the very eriftance of fuch 
diffentiorts, "fo ciufed, is orte of the ftrongeft poflible 
proofs that that meafure is not the only cure for.themi 
to enfprce the udoption of which they were, in reality 
infliaed, and that fo far ft om being a remedy for the 
diftemper, that to arrive at it was the caufc of the com- 
plaint? Muft not the refuU of hisfconviSion then be, 
a determination nbX to be duped by arts fo long fuccefs- 
fully tirafiiced td the rendering him the inftrument of 
national diftradions, which may be fo ingenioufly con- 
•verted into arguments againft himfelf f . 

8 Mr. Pitt dwells long on the nccefllty of the con- 
nexion between thefe kingdoms. The fubjcS wcif dc- 
fervesit. It is of fuch importance, that fure I am, there 
is ho man in this country , who merits the name of Irifli- 
man, who would not willingly refign every thing worthy 
of eftimation to preferve it. Even the horrors of the 
year 1 798, prove the faS-^prbudly ^rove it. From 
the incftimable value of that conneQion, however, he 
endeavors toeftablifti another argument of fear in favor 
of his plan ; and here, let itie obfervc generally, that the 
pervading complexion of all his arguments, intended to 
influence this country, takes the deadly hue of fear : A 
colour whteh they cdrtaihly Very naturally acquire from 
the means ufed to give them birth. But different, far 
different indeed, is the cciif€lufion,that the mind of Mr. 
?itt, in truth itnd feMlity, dra^S on this ftibjcA, from 
that which he tv^ould impreft upon us as the refult of his 
own feafoning : He knows that the imftienfe value of 
the thing is theb^il guarantee of ilsduratitn— Heknous 
perfeaiy well that it is fo manifeftly, not only the intc- 
reft, but indeed \ht very means of exiftence of both 
countries, nofeparation can ever be ferioufly apprehend- 
ed. I fear not to altlrt th&t thisconnetion is the means 
of exiftence to beth countries : For the proud pre-emi- 
nence of Great Britain, among the nations of theetfrth, 
refts more on the connexion between thefe cotintries^ 
than if is here neceflary toinveftigate: A pre-eminence, 
which flic has giprioufly exerted in order to ere« an 

4 V9%t 1%. 
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ifjriam tor liWt.y, and mamtain the frccAMii of Europej 
^d while flie has experienced it, mav ffie never forget It. 
He bioi^no defire of fep^ratioh A'lll eref irtfctn the 
heart of any nian in cither kingdoHi, fuffieicnt to create 
^ juft ground of alarm, while the natural fafety of both 
forbids-it. But either fondnefs for this 'fiiVorite obje<a, 
the natural defire of a Britifh minifter to reliere his own 
country at the e>c pence of this, the prefliifeof the em- 
barrafsments great exertions have caufed in Great Bri- 
^^in, the ambition of donain*ti6ri, the fatided glory of 
atchieving the exploit, or foine unexplored motive, pre- 
vents him either from feeing, or induces him to (hut his 
eyes wilfully -againft theadmiffion of two fads, or indeed 
what is much niore. likely, knowji^-ihat they would in- 
jure his argument, he inTeniionally fupprcffed them. 
Thefiift^s, that if ever the relative fituation of the 
liyo ooumries fhouW be fo altered^ as that mutual intertfft 
Ihould proclaim rheir feparation, (an event ^liich moft 
ceruinly is beyond tljc reach of human penetration to 
difcover even the moft diftant probability of its occiir- 
mg) ho legal bond of Union will be of the fmalleft effi- 
facy in comparing ihera together: urtti! fuch an incal- 
culable change of affairs fakes place^ iind while both 
poflefs and pri^e national liberty^ they will aft in con- 
qert from tfie ftrongeft of all poilible motives, the afllual 
fafety of both. The other i^, that if ever the power of 
pppreffion of tllfe one liver tKc other tfioirtd be veftc^ in 
cither, the, probability is, that the fMTeitioh of fuch a 
power^ win beg^t In the liationeirpofed to oppreffion, 
cveti ibdijgh it (fiduld not be exerted, the defire of fepa- 
/atioji, and that, 'although the fafety of bpth fliould be 
Oc^Ifieed in Itl indulgence. That « legiflative jLJnion 
MrJth Great Britain would expofe Ireland to ifie poffibility 
M fttch opfAreflioo, ip capable of denionftrttion, and il 
indeed admitted bjr Mr. Pitt himfdf, who argues on i|Te 
improbability of its ever being exerted, and the little 
i:eaion Irelaivi lias to «f>prehend it, ftonl the tried mag- 
^lanifnity of Great Britain .in other and fimilar cafes. 
JThus, I am eettain tliat a ieparotiort wouM be much 
^more likely to be offered by kn United legiflature, thin 
from Ireland's retaining the independehce of her's, aftd 
that Ireland now eojoys aiii grottter degree the advan- 
tage of a fear in Great Britain,, that ao attei^ «t op- 
preffion might be fatal to both nations, the meahs of 
repreffing injury in its firft approach, and a certainty of 
fe«iiring to herfel Pad vantages, which though the depri- 
vation of therh poflibly might ftot compel her to i dif- 
ruption from Great Britain, yet the poffeffion of them 
may contribute materially to her profperity, which al- 
together give a ftability to her connexion with Great 
Britain, far more powerful than any bonds of compaS, 
t>r articles of Union, could by any poffibilfty beftow^ 
and place the idea of feparation far beyond the limits of 
reafonable apprehcnfion. 



WANTS. 



' VV ANTfeOj about i20 hearmg triiihpcts for^lj the 

riiembers of the H bf C ■ ' , except Sir 

Ei C , that they may be able in future 

to difcern all manner of ncifes In the gallery. 
N. B.---The new p— -ue S— <^t bcirtg accuftomed 
to liften, and expert at over-hearing, may be excufed 
the ufe of a trumpet. 

\Vante<f< i bag, a few law booky, a cafe ot pTIloIs^* 
and a few other cafes in point for the new P— ^— *e 
S- 1. , 

Wanted, crumbs of comfort for filch expe^nt 
comraiflioner$ a$ cannot be inimediatelv fupptied wjtb 
pl^S| and are at prefent muph chop-falleq. 



a fcbopl-n^cr fcr the , trj?»fury • bwichv 
might procure a caft ot)e rrom the 



. Wanted, 

Capt. P— 

liavy : He muff underffand accounts for the fake of tht 

pew O » I > I of the ,£■■ ■ and (he ^MPg 

candidate commiffioners* . The new chairmaq nwft 

learn iVom him to read out| and the Secretary lb *' Sp^iik 

plaitr.** 



frorifi the Heraid^s OFricr,Pcb. 15, 179^; 

HE JOuMra (&rald at Arms (though i A this fingle 
point ne differt from Sir C r F ) ii 

of opinion, that the new peers to be made in con* 
ftquence of their fupport given to the minifter on k 
late occafion, ought to carry the battoon or mark 
of baflardy oh their efciitcheons as not being true 
Wn Irilhmeri. tie begs to refer them to Mr. Can- 
ning and the editors of the Sun, who will furnifh 
them with fupport^rs gratis. For their crefts he 
thinks for many reafons they (hould take a viper ;— ^ 
and as for mottos^ he fay^^ Ihey may find them 
any where^ fuch as 



HIBERNieUS. 



** Dedeconim prctiofuf efiaptor.*' 

*' Vcndidit hjc auro patritm^'^ 6ce.&e. 
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Plut «loei quam vHtXik haheU 



'F all the induftriouffy idle methods of killing time, 
invented by the indolent, there are few more indicative 
of hopjers lazinefs than that of chuftng oat the relief of 
a newfpaper by reading it crofs-wife. I am an idler by 
profeflion, and h;ive tried all the expedients to render 
myfelf a match for this Bald Old Gentleman that have 
been tryed by others, not being ingenious enough to 
firike out any nev^ ones. Among thefe, that I have juft 
mentioned is my favorite, I have beep at it lately, and 
am lucky enough to recolle6t that I may gain fome mi« 
nutes from the enemy by writing down the produ£Uons 
ef my ennui. Hei^ they are^ 

Several other members fpoke in favor of the Union 
■ T hey declined calling ai>y witnefles to their cha- 
rafiers. 

A dreadful fire lately broke out in the Houfe of ■ 
, J to which he iniifted the Noble Lord was acceflary. 

^* A more injurious meafure never was propofe d 

Counfel for the profecution— The Prime Ser- 
jeant. 

We hear that a great law ofEcer of the crown ■ 
■ will be fold either together or in parcels. 

«< Never was there a bafer or more deteftable hireling 
N. B. In zoology this is the boot of Bellonius and 

It is faid that a certain colonel of Militia lately ap- 
appointed 
H e would-be a Soldier, a Comedy. Grown 
gentlemen taught to dance-*a print. 

Whereas, attempts have been lately made to feduce— 
-— «-The Iqgal reprefentatives of Mrs. S. Ireland. 



The owners, or proprietors, or perfons feized of the 

lands 
— — iRjill foon lake their departure for another king- 

dolm. 

It is expefied that t^e levees at the caftle will exhibit 
>»conftplete fets- of trepanning ani amputating in- 
ftruments. 

The public are hereby cautioped againft employingo^^ 
■my Cooi turned off for. want of clean linefs^, 

The targefi fum ever paid in any fcheme 

A nneceflttry information given at the Secreta- 
ry's office. 

Ordered upon a motion of the Right Hon. the Attor- 
ney General 
. A new edition of Joe Miller with additions of 
his own. 

And Mr. D— n*s arguments were ftrongly enforoerf 

——A very lai^e quantity of old port and excellent 
claret 

On which a confiderable fum of public money has 

been expended 
—Given gratis at Mr. Grierfon^s, printed to the 

King. 

We have been credibly informed that a Noble Secre- 
tary-— 

— *' He was defpifed and rejefied," m the moft 
feeling manner. 

A fon and heir to the great joy of that antient fa- 
mily 

1— N. B. He never ftood charged with the fiiid 
offence. 



|)oHin: j^xUim «e 3mt0 ^mt, 45, CaIUg(«9tffii» 
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THE ANTI-UNION. 



Pr CB 2D. 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY ax. 1799. 



No. XXV. 



w You may plesUe to remember that in the old law they were For- 
bkl " to fccthe a kid tn b» mother»i milk'**, of which the recehrtd in. 
tei;preutioQ is, that we fhould not ufc that to the definition of any 
creature^ which waa intended for its prefervalion. 

Waller's Speech on the Imp, of Juft. Crawky. 



GENTLEMEN, 

X HE followir^ hiftorical memoire, relating to the rc- 
"volution of Switzerland, fosms a curious contraft to that 
of Mallet du Pan on the fame fubjeS, I have taken 
the trouble of tranflaiing it from the French, and if yoa 
fee in it a parallel to any other country, or think it may 
'ht ufefulor amufmg to the public, you are heartily wel- 
come to the fruit of ray labour* 

AN ANTI-JACOBIN. . 



HE Republic of Switzerland had long preferred the 
federal Union which conneded its cantons, and from 
Jbhie recent extenfion of conrtitutional privilege, its 
commerce, manufadures, and civilization, had experi- 
enced an unexampled encreafe. The generous policy 
of a powerful neighbour, pleafed at the advances of this 
inferior ftate, deteimned to promote its profperity, and 
encourage its growth. Influenced by the kindeft and mdft 
difinterefted intentions, the great nation had ufed every 
endeavour to acquire a paramount afcendancy in the 
xounfels of Switzerland, and at length obtained the entire 
dircftion of her affairs. The liappy effeQs of this 
benign and falutary influencewould have been apparent to 
every e>e, had not the malignity of tliefe natives, whom 
Trance in her wifdom excluded from power, mifreprc- 
fented her dcfigns, and calumniated her charaSer. Thcfe 
nwn aQively and in(idioufly perverted all her motives^ 
Her kindnefs they called oppreflion^ her generofity fel- 
firtinefs, and her magnanimity ambition. That whole- 
fomereftraint which for a confiderable time fhc deemed 
it neceflary, as wefl for the nnorality as the happiotfs of 
Switzerland, to impofe on itsrommerce and its laws, was 
prepofterouTly mifinterpreted into the jealoufy of -a do- 
mineering fpirit -, and it was even fardthat the voluntary 
and gratuitous bounties of the great nation ^ere the re- 
hCtmt conocflions of rights which fli^ would otherwife 
htve been compelled to acknowledge. It^may eafily be 
imitfined that the "clisimoor of thefe demagogues had 
much eSc6t upon the unenlightened minds of the na- 
tives, and frequently obftruQed the plant which France 
had formed for the improvement of Switzerlaitd. In- 
diieA interference became at length infofficient for the 
benevolent purpofes of the mighty republic^ and flic re« 



folved by an effort of kindnefs, hitherto aimed uoknown 
to nations, to fold the infant (late in her embrace, and 
cher!(h it into maturity, to participate with it her nou- 
ri(hmcnt and communicate to it a portion of her (Irength. 
This difiriterefled kindnefs was received with rapture and 
gratitude by every virtuous inhabitant of Switzerland, 
and undifmayed by the corrupt violence of thofe who 
cppofed the meafure, the high-minded patriots laboured 
with enthufiafm to procure the extinguiOiment of their 
country In an incorporated Union with France. A ran- 
corous confpiracy exifted in one canton, which threatened 
defh'u£tion to the federated (late— animofities proceeding 
from religious di(lin£lions alienated tlie minds of one fcS 
from another— -the lower cla(res of fociety funk in pover- 
tyt which their peculiar iituation precluded them from 
even the hope of furmounting, were naturally indolent ; 
and thoir prions and underftandings, untamed and un- 
tought by the arts of civilized life, had often been fuc- 
cefsfully worked on by the defigns of unprincipled poli- 
ticians. The caufe and tjie means of redrefling all thefo 
grievances could >not long remain concealed from the 
true frtendf of Switzerland, and they did not he(itate to 
impute the former to the exiflence of a federal, and feek 
for the latter in an incorporated Union with France. 
Hiftory.will record as one of the anomalies in the c1ia- 
rader of man, that a blind attachment to antiquated 
forms, and the other dela(tpns which deceive weak 
minds, induced many of the natives, in whofe hearts 
prejudice had ufurped the place of patriotifm, to imagine 
that all thefe evils were either infeparably conne£led 
with human nature and human conflitutions, or were 
the .prop, r obje£ts of municipal law. Some there were 
who ia their folly even de|Mored the humbled pride of 
their country, and in the frenzy of their indignation, fre- 
qtiently repeated the empty and childish expreilions t>f 
national freedom, national independence, as if fo poor 
and contemptible a (late could pretend to a diftin£l and 
in3t pendent cxiftence, or that rt rauft not receive infi- 
nitely greater honor by fubfcrvience to that people whofe 
fame is un]>ounded, and whofe commerce extends to the 
extremities of the earth, than from the ludicrous boadof- 
its conftitutional liberty. 

The vigilant and adive benevolence of France, had 
piacconn the public cffices^of Switzerland, certain clerks, 
who to unpolluted integrity added profund erudition and 
every excellence of literary talent. This clafs of men, 
to whom venality or profligacy of principle could not be 
imputed, who never fold their fervicestothe highdl bid- 
der, or employed their pure pens in the drudgery of cor- 
rupt mailers; — tliefe immaculate citizens of the world, 
who nobly preferred the intereft of a foreign country to 
the illiberal advantaj^ of t^eir own, were indcfitigable 
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in illuminating the public mind. RegardUTa of the mi- 
liary force which France had provided to fccure the hap- 
pintTs of Switzerland, this race of intellectual beings 
employed t]ie gentler but not lefs effe^ual weapons of 
folid fenfe, refined argument, and all The fafcinations 
with which wit^ fancy, and imagination make reafon ir- 
refiftible ;—rhcir efforts were aided by the gencrousexer- 
rions of the French miniftry, who even condefcended to 
tieliver harangues in the Council of Five Hundred, for 
the fingle purpofe of printing and diftributing them in 
immenfe numbers at the national expence, to reclaim 
the barbarifm and enlighten the darknefs of the Swifs. 
.Thefe admirable produSious in dcmonRrating the bene- 
fits which Switzei land moft derive from the incorporati- 
on, in wealth, conftiiurioti, and manners, united all the 
embellifhmenrs of perfuafive eloquence with the precifi- 
oh of mathematic certainty. 

The commerce of the Switzcrs, wliich formerly w^as 
fettered with fuch reftraints as commerce caiinol endure, 
had recently obtained a freedom of inlerppurfe with the 
reft of the world alntcft unlimitted, and which in the 
courfe of time, from the natural advantages of the 
country, might lead to natiorfaf wealth. The flocks pf 
that paftoral people produced abundance of wool, and- 
their fields favouratJlc alike to paftpre, and the cultivation 
of flax fuppKed the heceflities of otber countries, and 
even of France wKh provifions and linen, which many 
of the peafantry had acquired expertnefi in maiiofbQur- 
ing. But France, from that fcrupulous care of inferior 
ftates, which always diftinguiflied her coonfels, for a long 
time declined not only to permit the imponation of the 
Swlfs woollen manufaSure into her market, but alfb pro- 
hibited tlie exportation of the raw material from Swit- 
zerland to other countries. This rcftriftion, with the 
many others impofedby France, on the commerce and 
in^uftry of Switzerland, wag founded on the eternal priii- 
ciples of immutable juftice. It could not efcape the fore- 
fight of France how ill ipankind can bear fudden prof- 
perity, bow apt the acquifition of wealth or power is to 
intoxicate and derange the human underftanding, and 
how rapidly the influx of riches would change thejimpfe 
gnd innocent chatafler of the contented Swifs peafanr, 
into that compound of meannefs and'vice, the citizen of 
a wealthy and commercial nation. So far, therefore, 
as depended on France,' the doftrines of the fage Rouf- 
feau were ftriQIy obferved, and the virtuous pleafures of 
a ftate of nature were not exchanged by Switzerland fqr 
the depravities of civilization. 

But the humane cflForts of France were vain, thetracfe 
of Switzerland became free, and a trafiSck with other 
countries, which unluckily wat too fuccefsful, debauched 
the natiorul morality, and Wealth and all its confequent 
train of evils were raakmg a fatal Jjrogrefs among this 
unfortunately profperons people. France faw with fdr- 
row that the deadly career of cultivation could not be 
checked, and that nnce /he could not reftore Switzerland 
xo its former ftate of innocence, it was her duty to regu- 
late the commerce of that country fo as beft to fecure 



tha happincfs of iti inHabitantfl. Since pafloral felicrtf 
was no longer to be their lot, the g^r^at nation took care 
that they ftiould not feel the anxieties which attend the 
progrofs from poverty to riches, or fufta'in the ftruggles by 
which that end is generally accompliflied. With this 
view France propofed incorporation, that the exiftence- 
of tjie two nations might be identified, that her trea- 
fure might circulate through every limb of t.he confoli-^ 
dated republic, to make her intereft theintereft of Swit- 
zerland, her profperity its profperity, her power its ag- 
grandizement. With what an inpenetrable veil rfocs- 
commerce ftiroud the minds of it* votaries t Can it be 
believed that even this prodigal generofity of France 
found opponents atnong the Traders of Switzerland ? Ac- 
tive and indefatigable to invent fpme plauOble ground of 
refiftance, they at laft ftood on that article of the treaty 
of inoorporatibn, which fubje£ted Switzeiland to an 
equal fliare in the future general taxaikn. Their nar-* 
row minds were incapabfe of conceiving the motive of 
France m introducing this ftipulation, they could not fee 
that the contributions of Switzerfcind were beneath the 
attention of the mighty republic^ and that the. pitifuf 
revenue of fo poor a country was required only to make 
the treaty appear reciprocal, and as nominal quidpf quoy 
to dve ftabilky to the bargaia.r The other ofa^edionf 
which iflued from ihis reftJ^i^ body bf mert were no Jef¥ 
frivolous: " We furrcndpr the free eonftitutipn of our 
country/' faid they, " and what have we to gain ?-^-ou.r 
legal iituation cfnnot be charged— you cannot giye ouf^ 
country population, or our people induftry— we cannot 
expe£l from;youir merchants or manufaSurers a liberal 
condu£^ becaufc they have always difcpuraged our ad- 
vancem^t — are we to look for a fiujden and magical 
chan^^ firotn illiberal jealouly to an open participation of 
mercantile acrantage? And even if you were fincere, 
the restive condition of tlie two countries mak^s fuoh 
a change tn^poftlble :— -Indolence and poyerty cannot 
contend with enterpriz^ and wealth, and without a ca- 
pital the Swjfs adventurer muft be cxtinguiihed even in 
his own market.'* How obvious and fatisfaQory was 
the anfwer ! " When the interei^s of the two countries 
come to be identified, their commercial gains fliall no 
longer be diftinQ, it will be like t poor trader uniting 
himfelf to a wealthy ferroe, and although no individual 
Swifs may attain riches from the m^afure, yet the nation, 
as being part of the great republic, will bepome enriched, 
and laws cannot defcend to notice the advantage of indi- 
viduals. But added to this, the dire£l import trade of 
the towns moft remote ffom France will encrcafe ex- 
ceedingly, while thefe neareft to her will fupply by canals 
the wjiole nation w^th 'articles of foreign oomgierce, 
which may be fo eafily opnveyed from France, and thus 
the import trade oeing more than trebled the profperity 
of the peopJe (which has no dependence on its export 
trade) will be advanced in ^n incalculable degree.^ Ad4 

* Mr. ^ampfon has tD hb pamphlet applied a iimSar train of dofis 
and conclilivc rcafowng to thU country— pa^c 40. 
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to theCe advanta^s, that nojt only will the produce and 
raantifaSures of France be facilitated in ih^ir importa- 
tion and fale in your market, but no fooiier {hall Switzer- 
land be raifed to a* level with the great nation, than the 
French n^erchanl (hall abandon his counting-houfe and 
his connexions, the French manufaQurer tranfport his 
machinery, the French farnierdofert hiu land, all of them 
caft afide their nationjtl prejudices and carry with them 
thcjr capital, and people the towns and fertilize the 
plains ot happy Switzerland. Th^n ftiall the dreams of 
poets be realized in that lerpcfliial paradife, all its moun- 
tains (hall be mountains- of gold, all its vallies vallies of 
diamonds, and Switzerland abne fliall boaft the pDllLflion 
xjf fcas t<f milk and (hips of amber '* This demon(b'a- 
tive reaforting convinced multitudes: A few whom 
nothing could f .tisfy remained in d^knefs : " Oh I" 
faid they, ** y^u held out fimilar hopes to Holland, and. 
np fooner had flie embraced ypu as a (incere friend than 
flie found you faithldi ; if you violated the treaty of- 
incorporation with the I? Utah how Ofcn we oommit all- 
our concerns to your honour ?" Infenfihles I not to j>er- 
ccjve.that the true fecwity of political con trafis is the 
mutuah advantage to bed'^rived from them, that the va- 
lidity of fuch a con.ve<>tion always impliesthat nofupe- 
rior benefit can be derived from its violatioQ, and fhat 
the senerofity of France (in the gratification of which 
ihe t(^els morc<fcli^ht thap riches can beflow) on the one 
hand, and the true iotefcft of Switzerland on the other, 
^SLfje the real guaiaiUees of fuch j^ treaty. Did it follow 
as. a fair ar|;umientariv€ \:onfeqi!enc^, that btcaufeFrance 
found it expedient to amend ftSme of the artides in the 
Dutch treaty,^ (lie could by pcflibility find it neoeflary to 
adopt the fame condud towards Switzerland ? 

In that country the advocates had always been com- 
mon fubje€t« for the contempt and ridicule of^the peo- 
ple, on account of their ignorance, and fordid, ungen- 
tl«;manlike raatiners. It was a ludicrous and proveibfal 
remark among men of education that the advocates 
were ** do^€,rUm Aommim kido^iffimUm genusJ*^ T^e 
members of this bafe body, attached only to their own 
narrow int^refts, refitted ihfe welfare of theirix)Uiltry, 
under the flimfy pretence of a regard to ancient forms, 
and from them proceeded moft of the objeSions both aa 
to the legality and the policy of the incorporated Union. 
Thefc bigots had the audacious folly to declare that a 
legiflative afllembly, .deputied for the purpofeof enafling 
laws, had no power to deftroy the franbhife of the body 
by which they were delegated, and by preventing the 
.exiftenceof future diftin^ legiflative bodies, fubvert the 
conftitution of which they were appointed the g\hf4\» 
ans, This'abfurd do6b*ine was countenanced by the 
obfolete books of their law, but received ati immediate 
anfwer from the voice of reafon ^ — the very nature of a 
reprefentativelegifliture demonftrnted the omnipotence 
ot the delegated body, for in the very afik of eleding 
the reprefentative the condituent plainly and unequivo- 
cally furrenders his rights and his underftanding, and 
the rights of his pofterity to the difcretion of the perfon 



he has chofen ; ahd although the fenator may forget that 
feme duties ^c owing to the mafs from which he came, 
yet thefe are entirely voluntary ; alid his power, to » 
which the conftitution afijgns no definite limit, is^ 
therefore unlimited, and extends to the privilege of up- 
rooting the conftitution hfeif. But on this topic'the ar- 
gumenrtof a Dutch reprefentative, whofe-generofiiy was 
equalled .by his inSexible integrity, was moft convincing. 
How ridiculous, faid he, for fo contemptible ai^d wea- 
ther-beaten a (iate as Switzerland to rejtS what Hol- 
land, proud, opulent, difinterefted and formidable Hol- 
land willfnigjy accepted I This was unanfwerable. Thie 
arguments on the poJicy of the meafure were nolefs' 
crgent; and next to the 40,000 ftanding arguments, 
were moft imprelfive on the mii\ds of the enlightened 
Swifs. Is it not 3 melancholy religion, faid the French ' 
writers, that your legiftoture has Jong been made ^e 
theatre of French faQion, and is it not your reproacti 
t<yhaV6 b^n called, in the tempeft of your contefts, a 
ptuddte in aftorm? Will you continue to be tcirn by 
thefe tunjults which diigrace, although they charader- 
ize all free ftate^ ?" Will you preferve fo turb'ufcnt an 
e^iJ(lenoe ? * No ; rather feek repofe in the ft urn her of 
death than hold fo ft'etfd smd feverifti a being. This 
(k^dM^d Qonvi£lion-^it was irrefiftible. It was al(b with 
admirable c^dourand addrefs reprefented tb the religi- 
0|Ms f^ whioh w^ted nothing but a participation' of po« * 
lilic^l powjer, that when the fyftem from which they 
were excluded' ftiouJd be dcftroyed, they might obtain 
tho|c benefits which, dormg its coniinualice, it was 
impojpblc they CQuld acquire ; while td the favored fe^ 
the threat w;a6 more thaidf inffnuated, that if the old 
fyftem were fufieced to remain, the impoffihility muft in- • 
evitably happen, and their afoendancy be proftrated by 
an univerfal aild equal communication of conftitutional 
privilege. For a long time, however^ the underftandings 
of many ,of the jiatives remained unconvinced, and the 
warriors of thfe great nation enforced the argumjcnts of 
her poiiticians. The (hades of error fade before the 
light of reafon — France fucceeded— Switzerland fur-- 
rendered her feparate exiftence, and becanie happy. 
The change, which this' glorious event product in the ^ 
minds and conditions of men was aftoniftiing. Politi- 
cal and moral doflrines which had long bi'eri buried un- 
der the oppreflion of a fanatic- religion artd iJlib^al 
laws revived^ and triumphed in the forum of enlighten- 
ed debate. The adventurous feafoner, untramdled by 
fuperftkion, puftied his fpcculatidns to the extent of 
his principles. When men had the fortitude to facrifice 
their parent country, and bury her in the bofom of a 
fuperior power, the chain whh which vulgar morality 
had bound their condud was broken, and there was 
fcarcely any aft which they formerly held to be criminal 
that could not, in their jiew tenets, receive full juftificatt- 
on. From what illiberal ignorance, called ingratitude to the 
country which gave them birth, the tran(irion waseafy 
to the fame want of feeling towards the natural parent, 
and the rcftraints which the old morality impofed on 



Digitized by 



Google 



95 

tWir confclences were entirely removed; filial ptety, 
and all lefler duties were aboUflied, and what the Swifs 
loft in conftitutional freedom^ was amply compenfated 
to them in the unbounded cxercife of intelledual liberty 
-^ihe benefits which,' in other refpeQs,' they have ob- . 
tained are innumerable. No political faSion didurbs 
their tranquillity ; on the contrary, the exaSnefs and 
order with whidi the new mode of admin idering the 
conftitution h conduced, refembles the quiet and regu- 
larity of military dilbipKne. The multitude of French 
-troops . which fwatm in their towns and villages, have 
added much to the population of that didrift ; and by 
cncreadng the . coniiimption of.^very article of pro- 
duce and merchandize, they have literally contributed to 
encourage agriculture, and extend commerce. The 
weahh > of that limb of the coafolidated repubKc h be- 
. fides infinitely, augmented, as well by the export of all 
the materials neceflfary- for manu(a£lure, as by the im- 
'port 6f thofe luxaries which Franoe fends 'to the Fifcal, 
military and municipal officers whom flie has ftationed 
there. Thetreafures of the great nation, laviflied in the ex« 
penees of thofe whom (he appoints to guard the intereft 
cf the Swifs, fireely circulate through every clafs of men 
in that happy country. The manners and Aiorals of the 
natives have alfo received wonderful improvement, the 
former from that refinement and elegance which inter^ 
Gourfe w4than army ^ever fails to give, the-btter from 
^ihe vigilant fuperintendance of the foldiery. Thus, time 
which has verified the predi£lions of the 'politicians of 
France, has refuted the malignant forcbcxHn^s of her 
enemteS| and all the bleffings. of liberty, equality, and 
French fraternitv, are plentifully poured upon that for- 
tunate portion, or Europe which was formerly SwitzcF- 
^d-^Live the . Republic I 



exertion, influence, threat, promiTe, or menaces, in en- 
forcing a proper -lift of names, as it is of the utmoft 
confcquence; and tranfnriit the fame forrhwith to juy 
office at the Hoziers-haH, or after the hours of bufineft 
at my apartment in the Lower Caftlc Yard. 
I am 

Vour moft obedient, .&c. 
ROGER GOWER, Clerk of Hoziera. 
To the SheriiF of Antrim. 

N. B. Take care you are not counteraQed by' the 
M ' of H — t — d, and if force is hcceflary G- 

N ■ t is ,on the fpot. 



The following letters were found ikfter a dinner of the 
Whig Club, near the head of the table, and 
J. S. Efq. was in the chair, it is therefore^prefuxncd 
they dropped out of his pocket. 

Sir, 

X'HAVE it m-command to delire fhat yon will Forth- 
with procure to the enclofed refolutions the fignature of 
all and fiogular the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of 
the county of Antrim, and that you will fpare neither 



Srt, 

I have the honor of your letter, and hai/e the.pleifurc 
to tranfmit you back the refolution fifped by .36 gentle- 
men and freeholders, moft of my own relations, and I am 
pr^mifed move fignatures, batyov know Bpromt/e in poli- 
tical bufinefs cannot always be depended upon. I did 
not think it prudent to call the^county : I judge this ihe 
beft and moft conftitutional mode of colleding the pub- 
lic opmion^ befides there arc near 6000 freeholders, 
and if there was a. meeting many might be talking of 
independence, liberty, fiee trade, ai^ fuch nonfenfe. 
I remain Sir, 
tlTour moft devoted humble Servant, 
' ' ' SheriflF of Antrim. 
To Roger <jower, clerk of the Hosiers, at his office 
at Hoziers-hali, or after the hour of bufinefs fit his 
apartment in the lower Caftle Yard ; or in his ab- 
^fence — To J. St— tp— 3, Efq. Member of* the 
, Whig Club. 

XJuERE— Why is not thcword Umon in fhe Antrim 
addrefs ? AnfwcF — Becaufe it was'manufaQured by the 
fame workman who compofed the tra6l, that kept 22a 
genttemeauptwo whole nights debating on its meaning. 



^We have received an account of the Toafts drank tk 
the dinner of the glorious 104, who dined at the Strug* 
glers in Cook-ftreet, Sir B. R. in the chair, which ib^l 
appear in our nexi; 
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No. XXVI. 



TO THE 

EDITORS of th ANTI-UNION.. 



GEKTL^MXK^ 

L HE main argument fa largely infi/ledbn by Mr. 
Pitt, \ti his fpeech of Thurfday, Jan. 31, is, that the 
adjuftmcnt of 1782, was not final. For this purpofe. 
hfc has cited the authority of our Speaker, not f6 much* 
with a view of paying refpcS to that authority, as to 
fix upon him the charge of inconfiftcncy. N6w it appears 
to me that all his* declamation upon this fubje6l^ is to- 
tally irrelevant ; becaufe even admitting for argument 
lake the cafe to be as he would reprefent, this by no 
means proves the ncceiliiy of reforting to an Union, . 
for the purpofe of- fupplying the defefts of that fyftem; 
inafmuch as it is maintained by. the Speaker^ and a 
thoufand other wife and able men, that proper reme- 
dies can be applied to the cafe, without deftroying thp 
independence of our Parliamenf. If the fettlerrient of 
\%%z cannot ftrifkly be pronounced final, it at lead left 
very little to be edjufted ; and that little of fuch a 
nature^ as admits fair and amicable negociation between 
the Parliaments of both kingdoms. But I will not hefi- 
tate to fay r that were this even impraftrcable, the inde- 
pendence of the nation, and the inc§lculable benefits 
arifing from a refident legrilature, acquainted with the 
charaSer, interefts, and temper, of the people whom 
they reprefent, would be too great a price for the adjuft- 
mcnt of matters now in queftion. That fyftem, im- 
perfeQ as it may be, has hitherto worked well ; it has 
efFeSed an unparaHeled encreafe of commerce, wealth, 
and manufaftures, among us. And here we are to look 
for one of the grand caufes of the prefent attempt. The 
BritiftiMinifter begins to look upon ihefe growing inte- 
refts with a jealous eye. Having weighed down England 
with an immenfe debt, and exhaufted every fcheme of fi- 
nance for fupply, hecaftsa longhrj? look to the treafury 
here; ariddiftrufting the liberality cf the Irifti Parliament, 
which has never been wanting m thisvinue, he would 
be glad to take the management of the whole revenues 
into his <Jwn hands'. Let him beware, however, how 
he parties this attenfTpt. Wif h the example of Annerica 
before his eyes, !ie muft bfe fenfible that na free nation 
can fubmit tobe taxed by a foreign Patrliament. I remem- , 
ber the fame offer was made to that great and wife peo- 
ple, wHirh is now held out to us* ; but they were too 
enlightened to accept the terms. They laughed at the 
idea of tran^orting a few members to England j which 



could only, ill the firft inftance, expofe their integrity 
to corruption, and in the next, render their moft virtu- 
ous efforts unavailing. -They did not decline contributing, 
to the exigencies of the empire, but refufed to obey the 
mandates of a tax-gatherer. There is no cnan acquaint-- 
ed with thfe charaSer of Ireland, who muft not allow 
herreadinefsin ads of national juftice and generofity. A- 
financier willfucceed better in trufting to thefe qualities, . 
than he can by attempting to fteal away and naonopo- 
lize the public purfe. . , 

After citing the argumentsand authorities of leading 
.men^bers in both Parliaments, to prove that the fyftem ' 
of 1782 was not final and complete, but which have no 
relation whatfoever to the queftion of an Union, Mr. Pitt 
proceeds to fliew from experience, its inadequacy to fe- 
cure the connexion between the two countries, upon a ' 
Jaftingbafis. Upon this ground he refers to the inftances 
of the regency and the war. In the firft, he fays that 
it was accident alone which fecured the identity of the 
executive power. Were this aftertion true, there are 
perfons who might anfwer, that all the difficulties and 
embarrafsments of fuch a Aate of things, wou4d have 
been juftly chargeable upon the Britifli Parliament ; for 
It is conceived by many to be a principle infeparable* 
from hereditary iponarchy, that the Heir Apparent of 
the Ci'own, fliould, without difpute, under the unhappy 
cfrcumftances of the cafV, have been made Regent ; 
and they confider this principle equally obligatory upon 
the Parliament of Ireland, with th« AQ of Settlement. 
Bat the aflertionis utterly falfe, and may be confuted by 
theMiniftei's own words on that occafion, as well as by 
the admiflion of the whole Parliament of England. Mr. 
Fox had' contended for the right without the inte'rference 
of Parliament. Mr. Pitt infifted upon the authority of 
Parliament, but at the fame time admitted that the 
Prince of Wales, though denied the right, had yet an 
infuperable claim to the Regency. Now I aft, after 
this, can the identity of the executive, on that occafion, 
be faid to be owing to accident ? , Or would it not rather 
be thought the ftrangeft accident in the world, if the 
Englifli Parliament had, after fuch a declaration in fa- 
vour of the Prince's claim, thought of any other ap* 
pointment ? But, after all, is not this a matter that 
could very eafily be adjufted, foas to prevent all poffibi- 
lity of difference in future? lam fure to^ a man of 
plain underftanding, there is no difficulty in the cafe, 
whatever may be faid by cunning and interefted poli- 
ticians. 

The fecond point to which he refers is the French 
war J and here, aaLufual, he opens his rhetorical ftores^ 
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-and rings the evcflaftlng changes of founding words : 
'" Terms," he fays, " which ofice were repfefented as 
unmeaning declamation,'* and which I confefs I'think 
fo ftill. Every hovwr convinces me that the unmeafuf* 
able ambiiionof France (which I abhor as much as any 
man Hving) is tobe afcribedto this curfed war, and the 
fmachrnations of the Britifh minifler ; but whatever may 
be my private fentimenls, the parliament of Ireland 
*have fmce its firft commencement entered fully into the 
caufe ; fcarce the form of a debate has been maintain- 
ed upon this fubjeft, although the people without*doors 
ifliewed an early averfion to its principle, and in the 
rprogrefs^reat diflatisfaQion at its condufit. The alarm 
then raifed by Mr. Pitt is, like many of his others, the 
mere creature of his own imagination, or to fpcak 
inore eorreSly, the fiSion of his political cunning— 
for how ftands this queflion upon conftitutional grounds ? 
The king is inverted with the pow^r of declaring war^ 
the parliament has no jurifdiftioo beyond thefuppfies : 
From th« moment the king of Ireland declares himfelf 
4it war with France, all his fubjefts of Ireland arc, by 
the law and conftitmion, in the fame ilate of war, 
although (he parliament 6iouid not concur with his ma- 
jefty by granting theneceflary fupplies. Ihave put the 
ftrongeft and moll hnprobable cafethat can he imagined, 
in order tofl^ew that even here nothing like adiflblution 
of the connexion . would take jilice ; the word that 
•could pofl>bly happen would be, that his majefty muft 
<rely upon the Britifli parliament, which approved the 
•ivar, for thofe refour.ces which would be refufed by^he 
Irifh partiament, as condemning the meafure ; and 
{>erh8ps fofne check of this kind would notbeamifsto 
the ambition of the Briti^ minifler* But in truth, the 
vhole of the objeftion is merely ideal; no man in his 
ftnfeis whoconfiders the relation of the two countries, 
^an have the fmalleft apprehenfions upon the fubjefk ; 
yet to fatisfy the mod fcrup'ulous and refining ftatefman, 
1 am perfuaded the parliament of Irelatid would con- 
fent to fet this^queftion alfo for ever at reft. 

But he now advances to the peal queftion, tbe neceP- 
iity and benefits of an Unioru As a preliminary confi*- 
'deration heertfrr? into a defcription of the ftate of Ire^ 
knd, wliich, «ltbouo:h too highly coloured for truth, 
is yet in the main unfortunately juft-t And here I can- 
not hdp remarking the ftrange coincidence between the 
iiccoimts given on one fide of the mif-goverument of 
Ireland by Mr. Pitt and his hireling fcribbler, and by 
Mr. Tone, the noted jacobin^ on the other- The 
.views of both parties are obvious. On^e is' anxious that 
we (hould furrender our independency to France-^the 
other to England. But I tf uft there is too much 0)irit 
and good fenfe in the couniry to clofe with either. She 
has already repelled one by the courage of her native 
troeps, and the other by the wjfdom of herfenatc : And I 
am peifuaded that with proper vigilance there will al- 
ways be a fufficlent fi;nd of both for an phJcA of fuch 
magaitude. What arguments then docs Mn Pitt ad- 



vance to fiiew that tfcis whole fabric of abufes will va* 
nife before an Unions as it were l>y a touch «f Harle- 
quin's wand ? As to the claims of the Catholics, whca 
begets rrd of that enigmatical kind of talk which he 
holds on the fubje^, ^nd delivers, himfelf intelligibly, 
I will eac^avour to anfwer him. It is difficult to know 
what meafures he and his hifeling fcribbler mtend to 
obferve with the Catholics between concefllon and no 
conceffion ; — but in themidft of all this puzzle I, think 
one thing is plain— l hat if he can once cajole that body 
into an approbation of theplan^ he will then have ample 
means in his power of for ever putting an end to Ca- 
tholic clain[>s. He will at the fanie tinate get rid of the 
queftion of parliameptary reform, the ladtler by which 
he rofe to hi«^ prefent height, and then kicked doitn. 
It muft be a mighty comfort to both Proteftant and Ca- 
tholic to think, that undernhat happy fyftem neither of 
^hem 45an budge toalarm the fears or je^tloufy of the 
other. This is the true method of refW ing content to 
the nation ; and when backed with fifty thoufand Bri- 
tifli troops^ cannot fail to produce an entjre conviction. 
Cicero has been praifed for the following fentiment— 
Pax eft tran^uilla libeffast But Cicero was a poor 
politician, elfe he muft have known that where 
there is liberty there can be no tranquillity.*— 
And no doubt the ^aft army in this country will be a 
great inducement with the Britifli merchant atid nxami- 
Jaflurer to come and fettle a«ioog u^ \ for it is weH 
known thefe men are wonderfully fond of doing their 
bufinefs under tlie eye of the military, and wilhheref^e 
.flo<?k in multitudes to this great barrack. So that aU 
though they have ijeen hithorto rather remifs in coming 
here to clvilij&e us, and make their cAn fortunes^ not- 
wahfl^inding the low <late of taxation and pcrfeCk tran- 
quillity frem 4 782 to ;i 793, yet there is every reafon to 
hop? the cafe wilfte different for the time to «ome ; efc 
pedaHy as wciBay rely on ilje generofity of the Eng* 
Ufli parliament, who willdivert agreat part of the trade 
of that country to this ;'*-in fljort, JreJ:*od wilj be ten* 
dered fuch a paradife, that the only dajiger it of Eng* 
land lofing too much by her numerous enwgrationfi ;•*— 
and thus, as Mr.Pittjuftlyobferves, ajnple amends wiU 
be onade us for the continual abftnce of fome hundredt 
of our firftnpbility and gentry, (for //fcrfv/>or//t/m^i«i/r» 
will be followed by double or treble their number) and 
fpr the want of that fuperinteo^lirjg care Qf thofe gen^ 
piemen over their teiiaiitry 'and dependants, which has 
heretofore h^^tn coniidered as one exceJJeot method of 
civilization. Ths nou-refidence of m^ poflifflfed of 
l^rgc fortunes in this country is at prcftnt one of it« 
rnoft crying grievances ; and, were a not for my do* 
ference, to the overbearing mind of Mr, Pitt, I'fliould 
think \h^ prefence, the attention^ the advice, *he indul-i. 

!;eacj^-the generofity, an^d the fympathy 0^ a wealthy. 
andJord would go far in teaching thofe of humbler rank 
their dwiies, in at once civili?,i5g and making them happy. 
Thje Briiiih minifler foars too far aix>ve the miferies of 
Qur unhappy land io <lifccm tbeir u-ue caufi^: ttefe Vm 
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ftiuch more at land than he fuppofes, and never can be 
removed by his d?ftant remedies of imperial concern 
ind poHttcal fpeculaiion :— They lie in the exceffive 
price of land and low price of labour, in the want of 
l^juft fympalhy between the rich and poor: in the er- 
iravagance of the former which occafions cxaSions on 
t^ latter, and which narucally engenders in them dif- 
^lOtentsand vexarions, in the grofs contempt of religion 
and piety avowed by the higher and defcending to the 
lower orders ; in the precarious tenure of the fori by 
thofe who have fome little property, and in theutier want 
of all property on the part of the great mafs of the 
people. I might go on with an enumeration of many 
others, all beyond the jurifdiftion of an imperial Or any 
other parliament, wbofe omnipotence I foppofe does not 
yet extend, to the comroul and government of the hu- 
man mind. It would indeed be a glorious talk in men 
of power to fet about the correfiion of thefe groft 
^bufes, by framihg plans of induilry and education for 
the poor, and fetting exanriples to the rich of moderation 

•'indulgence ; — and it is the duty of the Bfitifticabi- 
f(who unfortunately take much too large a (hare in 
governmept) not to encreafe thofe evib by fowing fo 
Very liberally among us the feeds of corruption and dif- 
vnion. WouW they but oJ>ferve this negative virtue, 
our ifland woirid improve faftin manners and virtue. 



I fhould now congratulate my country upon a decla- 
ration made in this fpeech, but that it appears to convey 
fomething of a more dangerous nature than it difavows. 
Mr. Pitt fays, that '* to any z6t of force he Jhould never 
agree" — ! hope and believe not— But when I couple this 
part of his fpeech with his conduft upon the wife and 
oonftitutional motion of Mr. Sheridan, it is too plain 
that he defigns to refort to every thin^, but force, for 
accomplishing his purpofe. Already part of the fyftem 
lias been difplayed in the removal of fome of the oUeft 
and moft faithful fervants of ihecrown in Ireland, and in 
the determined purpofe avowed by the minifter of never 

J'ielding it up during his life : Thefe meafures have been 
prtunate for this parliament and nation— they call loudly 
upon both to make the fubjeft/i C9njiant and never failing 
TEST of the attachment or indifference of Iriffimen to 
the independence of their native country. It is by 
fuch folemn expreflions of the public wi4l in the Houfc 
of Commons, and by the feveral counties in Jheir elec- 
tive capacities, that the daring infolenee of this minifter 
can be alone reftrained, and prevented from fcttuig both 
kingdoms in a flame; or what other end can be expeS* 
cd from theuncontroiifed defigns of a man who has the 
confidence to aflert^as he does, that *• the whole x)f it!s 
{Ireland's) commercial profperity depends entirely on 
the difcretion of the Itgiflature of Great Britain, and not 
on the legiflarure of Ireland?" Whatl does he mean 
that the Britilh parliament can, if they think proper, - 
deprive us of our free trade, or bind us by laws made 
without the confent of o^r own Parliament ? And does 
he thi^k that Iriihmen will ever rcfume thefe badges of 



Slavery ? .Sooner I am convinced would the nation die 
as one man. Great Britain can certainly regulate 
her own trade. ^ She can take off bounties from 
our manufadures and ^tny them her market. But 
has Ireland nothing of this kind in her power ? 
-— J^et the Minifter aft Yorkfliire what quantity of 
woollen goods (he annually imports into this country. 
Let him make fimilar enquiries from every branch of 
manufaaure in England ; and he will foon be convinced 
how unwife would be the policy of driving a nation, by 
harfli and exclufive meafures, into a fyftem of pro- 
TECliNO DUTIES. A bra ve nation muft not be bul- 
lied any more than a; brave n^n. The love of peace, 
and the principle of honor, go hand in hand with both ; 
they win decline nothing proper to maintain the former; 
they are ready to die in (upport of the latter. 

HAMPDEN- 

P. S. Two or three arguments of this fpeech, vh. the 
competency of Parliament to make the change ; and 
the Union being thebeft means of preventing jacobin 
principles, and French in vafion, I havg, left untouch- 
ed, thefe having been fully and ably refuted in feve- 
ral former papers of the Anti-Union, by other hands* 



ACCOUNT 



or TH« 



Dinner at the Strugglers in CooK-sTREEt« 
SiTt B— — !- R-— , IN THE Chair. 



A 



T fix the company aflembled numcroufly— not 
one of the glorious 104 was abfent. The Gentleman 
who provided the entertainment would take noexcufe ; 
fome noble Lords and reverend Prelates, were invited 
asguefts. . The table was covered with all the delipaciei 
of the feafon ; no expence had been fpared, and whoe- 
ver likpd good things, muft have been highly gratified. 
Juft as they were about to fit down, a gxitleman from 
Wo— dl— n entered the room, which occafioned a de- 
bate. He conferred he had come m miftake, for that 
he had fet out for the ;Jmner of the in at Daly's,, but 
that the coachman had enquired the way from Mr. 
A-— d — II, whodircSed him to the Sn-ugglers; but that 
he was not forry for the accident, and hoped he wat 
welcome. This produced fome grumbling; however 
matters were compromifed by his being permitted to 
dine at a fide table, at which he fat down to a fine green 
goofc. Sir B. R— — waa kept VQry bufy by the great 
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-deniariJ for calvc's head^; every one aftcd for the brains, 
tho' he affured them he had none, and referred them to 

the Knight of K , who feemed, as Sir B — faid, to 

mve fortieth ing like them at the other end of the table. 
But, this only increafed the confufion, for the Knight's 
difh was only whipped fyllabub, to which he helped the 
company very plenteoufly. The gucfts feemed in ge- 
neral highly pleafed, anJ fufficiently hungry, except 
the new Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Prime Ser- 
geant, who kept their ftdmachs for the removes. Mr. 
Al— X — r was very bufy at the bubble andfqu^k^ and Sir 
J. Bl— q— -e was very libeTal:Of a boar's head. It bc- 
mg Lent, the Biihop of M*^— ^ was obferved. to do 
muchjuftice to a 6ncdi(h of fifli. He feemed to prefer 
the plaices to theySii//. Colonel C—te dined with great 
fin^iplicity upon a broiled drum-ftick ; he had a napkin 
tticked under his trhin to fave his new regimentals, not- 
withdanding which we could perceive ;i few flobbers 
and numyjlains^ Captain P carved fome ord- 

nance pork, and aflured the company he always feved 
his own bacon. When the fecond courfc.was taken 
away, « pro^gjous fine goofe pie was placed in the 
middle of the table, which they alf fell upon at once, 
and demoliflied in a moment. The Att-— y G-— ^1 
then with his iifual facetioufnefs faid, come boys we will 
now getpur dfferf,znd laughecl heartily— but, thej oke was 
relifhed by no one but himfelf : Every one elfe looked 
grave and objef^ed' to perfonal wit-— upon which Sir 
H-^ . i I yC ■ n > 'h (poke to orrfer« and remonftrated 
upon the indecorum of his learned friend. It was ob« 
ferved that two gfentlemen fron[i the treafury, and fome 
others^ feemed to have very little appetite aiwl to pre- 
ferve A grave (Hence : They feenjed to dine there be- 
caufe they could not dine any where elfe. When the 
cloth was removed, the B— -^-p of M' was called 
on to fay grace, but his Lordihip had hobnobbed a good 
deal, and in miftake repeated the De profundi's^ upon 
•which Sir B. R. was obferved to crofs himfelf very de- 
voutly. While the wine was putting on the tabic 
Colonel C— — — — 's band was called in, and performed 
all the airs in the Deferter. 

Sir B. R. then gave feveral bumper toafts ; the firft 
of which was. 

May thffijler countries became one, and be ever after 
iomte^edlf'ke two brothers. 

General C— d~^c gave 
X TJte .rf— /— ^ Gr— — / and trial by court martial; upon 
which Mr. Att— *-y G— — 1 rofe and paid a happy 



compliment to his brave and learned friend, in which 
he faid that the country could never fall while men of 
fuch fpirit and honor adminiftered the juftice of it. 

The P — e S— j— t gave Lord C - g i^ and the 

a^ forfecuring the freedom and independence of the Houfe of 
C(?w;wfif/— with three times three. 

The C—— q r of the E— — q^-^— r then 'gave 

Sir John Parnelland our abfent friends . — Thi& fally of wit 
produced univerfal merriment, upon which the S ' t- y r 
G — n — I obferved gravely, that it Would be carrying 
the joke too far to drink the toaft> and bcgged*kav«u« 
fubditute 

/ ■ ■ c C-^r'^y and a rejorm in parliament. 

Colonel C-^'-^te's health was drank, and may heferve his 
King as well as he ^s ferved his Country, 

Lord D— ^— gh— -c and Lord L — g— — le fofe at 
the fame inftant to give the lyOy^r Hundred of Gorki A 
violent altercation arofe which (hould have that honor, 
when upon being referredtothe chair, Sir B ■■■ de- 
termined that each fliould give fifty of the hundred ; 
upon which Mr. V— de— r rofe and faid— Mr. ^^H^L 
man, as I never interfere except in matters of calci^^p 
on, I humbly fubmit the hundred fhould be drank i^^V^ 
times ten, inftead of three times three: this was in- 
flantlv agreed to, and many compliments paid to Me*. 
V.*s nnancial talents. 

Several excellent fongs contributed to thefeftivity of 
the evening. 

Colonel C— — tegave in a new ftile— 
A Soldier lam for the Ladies. 

Mr. T— — h, who, after dinner was promoted from 
tl)e fide-table, fang, with variations— 
How happy could I be with either ^ 
IVere f other dear charmer away. 

Lord T) ;— I— y and Major Bo— t— t fung the 

favorite duet of— 

Say J bonny lafs^ could you live in a barrack ? 

The Major's voice is a good fecond, but his Lord- 
Ihip's a cracked falfetto^ 

Sir John Bl q ■ - c gave with mwch feelings 
Msney is your friend'-^Is it not ? 

Mr. M—— t— n who was drefled in Cunnemara (lock- 
ings as ufual, infifted 'ttj?on finging •* God fave the 
King,*' but tho' he bad got the words accurately by rote, 
he could not get out of the tune of Erin go bragh. 

The company broke up atone, with- the greaie(l de- 
corum, (Major Sirr and InfpcSor ^hee being in wailing) 
when Mr. M— -rfd— — n arrived from the Ceftle, and 
paid thrbill. 
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Sunt ccrti denique Hneft ' 
Quot intra clbraquc oe<^it> confidere re^tunu- 



JL HE advocates for the competency of Parliament ta 
cna£t an Union, boldly affert that their adverfaries nc- 
ceflirily run into pure republicanifm. 1 do not feel 
that fuch a confcquence is fairly imputable to them ; 
but I clearly difcern, indeed it is not denied, that the 
advocates for an Union, are driven to the neceffiiy of 
maintaining the competency of Parliament to do every thing 
which is not phyfscally impoffible. 

If by competency fuon perfons mean merely power 
diftin£l from right, it is impoiftble to differ from them. 
The propofition amounts to this, that Parliantent has a 
power of doing every thing within its powqr ; and b 
peifedly nugatory aud uninflruQive.- 

If they mean that there exifts no defined, JegaJ 
mode, of reftrainiog. or refifting the afts of thefupreme 
power, while the conflitution exifts ; I readily fob* 
fcribc to the Omni- competency of Parliament in that fenlc 
alfo. But if they contend that there are no limits fet by 
our condiiution to the fuprcme power,, and that it is 
hnpoflible, without an implied contradiSFon, to fcrt 
any fuch limits, 1 think it is plain that they confound 
power and ri^ht, and argue as if phyfical ability, and 
moral competency, were convertible term^. 

Nlr. Smith in his pamphlet^ page 25, (ays, *^ As 
circumfcribed defpotifm, and limited abfolute power are 
things, of which 1 find it diflSculi to conceive an idea, 
I (hould think that the authority of Parliament to bind 
this country to an Union flowed, by inevitable interfe- 
rence, from the principle above cited ; and I ihculd 
fmile at their fcruples, who declined inveftlgaling the 
utility of a meafure, until they (hould firft afcertain 
whether abfolute power was competent to atchieve it." 
In the paflage cited, aad indeed from the whole con- 
tent of his book, it is manifeft that he conceives not 
only that our Parliament, but that the fuprcme power 
in every ftafe, muft neceflarily be inverted with a right- 
ful power (all difcuifion of their phyfical power is fo- 
reign from the fubjefl) to do any a£t which appears to 
them to be ufeful to the community. 

Let us try Mr. Smyth's pofition by fome intelligible 
ted. Suppofe a number of men having no government 
or conftitution, agree to confer the fupreme power upon 
a fenate, for inftanco ; will it be .denied that fuch men 
may limit the duration of fuch authority, or eftablifti 
certain principles, according to which it fliould go* 
vern? ^ ^ 

Suppofe certain limitations^ exprefsly ftipulated and 



agreed upon^ and that the (enate adumes the govern-^ 
ment, havmg even individually fubfcribed the condi- 
tions of their appointment, and recognized the limita- 
tions of their Authority. Between thefe contrtfking 
parties there is no common judge. From the moment 
the fenate is eftabliflied, it is invefted with fuprcme pow-^ 
cr. Tbey may commence their career by perpetuating 
their authority, and violating and annulling all thofe 
conftitutibnal barriers which were inftiiuted to reftraiii 
them. X 

Mr. Smith to be confident, muff fay, and no doubt, 
would fay, that fuch a fenate would be juftifiable in fa* 
doing, provided they conceived it to be beneficial to the 
community which they governed. l4ow I think it ex- 
tremely clear, that fuch a fenate would not of them- 
felves, have a right to violate and deftroy the conftilu- 
tutidn of which they were appointed guardians and truf- 
tecs. The very end of the contraQ above-ftated,'was 
to prevent the exercife of difcretion in fuch a way, and 
to guard againd the poffible abufie of the fuprcme pow- 
er, by circumfcribing the fphere of its operation. But it 
may be aflced, if the legifiaturefo appointed be fo limit- 
ed, is it not mifdenominated the fupreme power ? Doet 
there not VefuU that incongruous monder, circomfcribed 
defpotifm, or limited abfolute poller, of which Mr.SmitJi 
finds it fo difiicult to conceive an idea ? Perhaps it may 
be the dullnefs of my faculties which prevents mc from 
feeifig the difScuky of reconciling fupreme power with 
conditutional limitations. ^ Supreme power does not 
mean to imply omnipotence. It is and mud be merely 
relative. While there does not exid any power equal, 
or fufJtrior, in the condituiion, it is judly deno< 
minated fupreme, and fuoh an epithet may be confident 
with many limitations, ft diould be recolle3ed that in 
ufing the word power I condantly mean rightful or judi- 
fii^ble power.- Mr. Smith cannot fay, that fuch a fenate 
would have a right to tranfgrefs their limits becaufo 
there is not any fan6lion in the conditution, or any 
legal mode of redraining ir. He is too found a mo* 
ralid to think that every thing is righfully done which 
canjiot be legally prevented or punifhed. 

I acknowledge that there is not in our conditution, 
and that there cannot be in any government, any fandi* 
on againd the violation of fuch a ccntrad but in the 
conference of thofe who exert the fupreme power, and 
the phyfical force of thofe who are the objcSs of if. 
When I fay this am I preaching rebellion ? Am I pro* 
pagating the dodrines of pure repubhcanifm ? Mr. 
Smith will probably fay I am. He will infer it as in 
page 40, from the aflumed right of the people tocon- 
iroul the IcgiflAture in certain caufes, and from the ne- 
ceffity of leaving to the people the right of detei mining 
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^I'T.ciIicr fiich ?. cafe (1m!I ! "ve arifen. The populace 
(favs he"'! c^erifion) is to rcT^lve itfclf into a committee 
rf the whole nation, to enquire whether the right of 'po- 
pular defpctifm has occurred, and by the report of this 
mob is ihtir litlt? to beafcertained." This is plaufible, 
but is it any. more? Is he not arguing away the con- 
ftitution from dangers and difficulties wliich muftexift 
under every hypothefis, and from which his unlimited 
c nftituiional defpotifm will not proted us. Hear his 
own words, page 28 and 29 — " Undoubtedly that ahfo- 
lute power which the conftitution of thefe kingdoms en- 
trufls ta Parlianvent, will have this phyfical extent. A 
Parliament may abufe its fovereign authority ; i)ut it 
does fo at the rifcjue of entitling the fubjefil to throw off 
t-hat government which has become an ihftrument of 
oppreflion, and recur to firft principles, to refiftance, and 
infur'reaion. Parliamentary authority has no limits 
known to the conftiturion : by the principles of that 
ponftiuition it is boundlefs : but itis exercifedat theperil 
of thofe to whom it is entruftcd ; and they will be cau- 
tious how they commit that extreme abufe, which will 
conftruSivelyfubvert the conftitution, efface all artifi- 
cial regulations, an'd, letting in the paramount rights 
of human nature, overwhelm the powers of f^riiament 
in revolution." ^ ' 

Does he not then admit in terms that the fovereignty 
of the legiflature may be abdicated by abufe, and who 
but the people are to judgt when abufe fha 11 become fo. 
flagrant and outrageous as to entitle the fubjefl: to throw 
off their government ? If then it can be confident 
with the-nature and exiflence of government that the 
people (I am no demagogue, yet I do not hate the term) 
ihall retain a right to judge of the abufes of the power 
admittedly vefted in government, and in extreme cafes, 
(of which alone the peof^Ie can judge) to diflblve that 
government, why fhould it be inconfiflent with govern- 
ment that lhey:fhould fet limits to its defpotic nature, 
«nd judge when thefe limits are tranfgreffed ? In my 
opinion the refervation of the latfer right to the people 
is much lefs dangerous than the former, in as much as 
it rs eafierto decide whether a conftituiion be fubverted, 
than whether a fevere law be not necefTary, Will it be 
faidfor inftance, under our conftittition, that fhe impofi- 
tion of taxes, intolerable to the people, would juftify a 
rcfort to what Mr. Smith calls t?^e paramount rights of 
human nature, but that the transfer of ihc whole power 
of the legiflature to a fingle dtfpot, which would imply 
the utter extinfHon of all legal right of property, would 
not juftify it ? I protefl this fubjcfk appears to me to be 
fo plain, and fimple, tbat I fear to obfcnre if by attempt- 
ing to illuftrate it. Man is not abfolved from the obliga- 
lionsof morality, or I (hould hope the influence of con- 
fcience, when he becomes a legiilator— he is ftill rr fpon- 
fible to God and his confcience. I know Mr. Smith too 
well not to be convinced that he will not deem rtan idle " 
wafle of time, to prove that parliament has no right to 
tranfgrefs its limiti, even though the qneflion were 
purely ^ moral qucftion, and the fandions lay foJely 



wiihin the "bofom of each indlviiial member of parlia* 
ment. 

Mr. Smith ought to know the diftinSkxi between 
excefs and abufe of jurifdiftion : The power that ex- 
ceeds its jurifdiftion is wrong, and culpable whatever 
may be its decifion ; the farne power may be culpable 
by a bad decifion, even when it has a clear right to de- 
cide. In the former cafe it never can be right— in the 
latter it may be wrong. I have-a right to difpofe of nfjy 
own money as I pleafe, yet I may abufe that right, and 
aft againfl confcience ; but I have no right to feize upon 
and apply the money of another man without his con* 
fent, even to the moft laudable .and falutary purpofcs^ 
or having received it in truft for one purpofe to cpn- 
veri it to another, even though the latter be manifeftly 
preferable itJ the former. Man either individually or 
collcQively, m whatever charaQer, whether as a fub- 
jeS or a legiflator, is Jiot left at liberty to purfue every 
end which he may conceive to be good, by every means 
which he may conceive to be expedient. The domini- 
on of God would be invaded by fo arrogant an affump- 
tion of difcretion, and human morals would becom^Jthc 
caprice of individuals, or the diSate of tyrants. 

I hope it is fufficicntly clear,, that conftiturionaF limits 
may be Tet to the fupreme power of a ftate, which it 
never can juftifiably tranfgrefs without the confeht of 
the fubje&. It remains to fhew that fuch limits are fct 
in our conflitution, and that, for our parliament to enafit 
anUnidh would be to tranfgrefs them. 

• I confefs it appears to me clear, that to db this I have 
nothing to do but to fhew that we have a conflitution ; 
for as I have always underflood the term and the thing, 
they neceffarily imply limitation, and I have been ac- 
cuftomed to think that our government has been called 
and confrdered a limited government, not, fo much from 
its m'rxed form, as its Kmited and defined capacity. T 
can well conceive a limited monarchy, where there arc 
neither Lords nor Commons, though I readily admit 
that fuch a fyllefn could not long endure ; the monarch 
would either break down the fences at^ainfl his defpotifm, 
or bodies would arife in the flate with a view or under 
the pretence of prote6ling them, who would gradually 
acquire a permanent extftence, and divide and fhare the ' 
fovereign power. 

Mr. Smith tfferts in page 43, "-that a limitation of the 
competency of parliament is exactly conTormable to 
the do6lrine preached by Payne, and praflifed by the 
French 5" but if I do not grofely miftake, Tom Payne 
agrees with Mr. Smith in denying that there is any li- 
mitation to the competency of our parliament, and 
from that falfe affumpt ion derives the principal topics of 
hi^flani^erousmifreprefentation of a fyfte-m "which he did 
not underfland. 

Mr. Smith and th^" Minffler ufe many arguments 
from experience, and from fuppoTed abfurdities which 
•would follow from .the popular doSrine. The limits of 
this paper will not permit me to follow them in detail^ 
loan only fuggefi principles^ and leave then* application 
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to the puWrc. It has alrca<.1y been fully proved by many 
writers that the Union with Scotland is the only ca(e 
that bears any refemblance to the prcTent, and that that 
oafe (lands diftinguifhed from it in thofe particulars 
\|rhich moft govern the queftion ; but furely when the qucf- 
tion isiwhcther a government be morally competent to do 
a certain aft, it may be a flrong fa£b, but it will be a' 
feeble argument to (hew that fuch things have been 
done. The moral competency of the fupreme power 
to ciommit every excefs and every abiife under which 
human nature has ever groaned, might be etlablifhed by 
fimilar reafoning. Such refearches may be ufeful to 
(hew to what degree a people u^ill fubmit, or tyranny 
may venture, but they never can alter the nature of 
truth and juftice, or render that right which in princi- 
ple and reafon is wrong. 

• But Mr. Smith, (with whom the Minifter agrees in 
c?v,ery particular)' if I rightly underhand him, would in- 
fer the moral competence of the Britifh parliament to 
do every aft upon which they have ever ventured from 
the admitted validity of the laws which have palTcd 
fince the changes have taken place, which they have 
made without the intervention or con Pent of the peo- 
ple: And if his reafoning at all applies, he would infer 
from the obligatory force of thefe laws at preftnt, that 
the parliament muft have been morally competent to enaft 
thorn at their commencement. Amongft various other 

!)afrages I refer to the following in Mr. Smith's pampfi- 
et, p^ige 23.—** The train of mifchiefs which follow 
this impeachment of the Scotch Union are very nume- 
rous. .If that incorporation was invalid, what attenti- 
on, or obfervance, is due by Scotland to any legiflative 
ordinances which have been made fince 1 707 ? How is 
Britain, how is England, bound by the aSs of that un- 
conuuutlonal aflembly, mfcalled the Brltifh Parliament, 
which has been fitting at VVeftminfter for the laft nine- 
ty years? A6ls wherein, in one houfe forty-five, in 
the other fixtecn, grangers confpired; and for aught 
we know, (by conftituting the majority) brought them 
about, Wh»t becomes of the force of that aft of re- 
nunciation, which pafTedin 1783, and which Ireland 
has vainly miftnken forthecorner-ftone of her liberties, 
and Conftitution ?" 

Now, even though I were to admit that the Scotch 
Union was impofed upon Scotland without the previous 
conjlnt of the nation, as is attempted here, and to 
deny the m'ir a! competency of the Scotch, or of the Eng- 
lifh parliament to enaft fuch a raeafure in fuch away, 
the confequences apprehended by Mr. Smith wquld not 
follow* Mr. Smith is a man who not onty reads, but 
reflefts; need I aik him whether law? have not often 
been wrongfully impofed, which have been rightly con- 
tinued ? Need I afk him whether fubfequent alTent 
or acceptance may rjot give validity to fyfteras origi- 
nally founded in frauH cr in force, and does the author 
of the fraud or the force ftand jufti^ed by the fuccefs of 
his originally unwarrantable aggrelTion ? 

I apprehend Mr; Smith's reafoning would tend much 



more to undermine our laws than mine, becaufc I am 
perfyaded that many of our moft valuable inftiiutions 
can be traced. back to caufes and fources which no clo- 
qncnce or fophiftry could juftify. I do not aflert that a * 
diflblution of government muft prafticably follow, ' 
even from the moft violent excefs or abufeo^ the fupreme 
power; the people may if they pleafe fubmit to the 
new order of things which is eftabliftied, but it appears 
to me to be perfeftly clear that when the fupreme power, 
who^are only truftees, think proper of their own autho- 
rity to difplace the conftitution which the people ac- 
quired, inherited or adopted, or effentially to alter its 
nature ; a m^ral right, and I will add7 a religious duty 
devolves upon the people to decide whether they 
will fubmit to what is fubftituted, or fupply the 
ruins of their conftitution by a new fabric or their^ * 
own choice. In deciding upon whether they will exert 
this right, they owe nothing to their governors, 
who have virtually abdicated their authority ; but they 
owe much to themfclves and more to their porteriry. 
They ought unqueftionably to weigh maturely the 
amount of the evil that would probably refult from 
exerting even an unqiieftionablc right ; if the exercife oi 
it (hould be refifted by force ; but in making this efti- 
mate they (hould remember the facrificcs which their a.i- 
ceftois have made, and what is due to their pofterity/* 
They (hould bear in mind that there is no evil really 
heavy and durable that is not of a moral nature, and if 
the outrage be glaring, and the injurious confequences 
numerous and heavy, they fhould not too readily fuc- 
cumb under difficulties and dangers. But if after exert- 
ing amoral difcretion foundly, they fubmit to and accept 
the new fyftem which is chofen for, them, the new 
laws which refult there from may have obligatory force 
without violating a fingle principle which 1 have afTcrtcd.* 
Befide the obligatory force of laws may depend upon 
other confiderations than the fountain from which they 
originally flowed. Length of time muft neceflfarily ^ 
tend to give validity to inftitutiohs to which a people 
have long fubmilted, under which property has been 
acquired and transferred, and from which mutual rights 
and mutual duties have refulted. 

It is faid, that the doftrine I lay down will go to 
the denial of tire competency of parliament to enaft 
even the minuteft reform in any par^ of the legiflative fyf- 
tem. To this I anfwer, that it is no objeftion to any fyftem, 
moral or political, that the exafl hprizon between right ' 
and wrong is fomewhdt obfcure, and that cafes might be 
put, difficult to be decided upon. Laws mnniftflly calculat- 
ed to reftore and invigorate parts of our conftitution, which 
may have fallen into decay or abufe, even though the/ 
fomewhat trench upon the forms of that conftitution, as 
it exifts in praftife, may hi juftifiably enafled by the 
fupreme power without confulting the people, evca 
according to the utmoft rigor of my doftrine. 

But we are with more flippancy than fairnefs aflted 
where are thefe limitations to be found, and how is the 
popular feniiment to be collefted? . They have 



Digitized by 



Google 



loS 



fprung from folemn tranfa6bion& which are recorded in 
our ^iftorics ; which have been cooimented upon, by 
writers whofe works almoft every man reads; and AJme 
of which are of fo momentbus and ftriking a nature, 
that tradition would have handed them down, if printing 
had never been difcovered. 

But thefe pretended difficutties, cannot, with the flight- 
eft colour of fairnefs, be reforted "to upon the prefent 
occafion. We» do not require that limitation which 
Mr. Locke I think truly fays,' neceffarily flows from 
the end and nature of every legiflature, namely, that 
they have no right to transfer the power of legiflation 
— » limiiaiion, which Mr. Smith modeJUy denomi- 
T)att» ftify, and which Mr. Paine, woqld, no doubt fay, 
does not exift in our government, in confequence of its 
xlerpotic nature. 

If ever there was in any country a folemn fettlcment 
between the people and their government, and between 
two nations, it was the eftabliftiment of' the independ- 
ent Irifli Conftitution of 1 782. The people of Irelaiid 
almoft as one man, called upon their Parliament to af- 
fert the liberties of the nation, and their own independ- 
ence ; and the Britifli Parliament, by folemn, recorded, 
and reiterated aSs, recognized the jufticeof our claims; 
and gave every f<^curity which an independent nation 
can give to another, without the interference and gua- 
rantee of fome third power, that our feparate, independ- 
ent, legiflaiive right, ihould never again be invaded or 
queftioned. . 

It requires the. utmoft extent of thefliodem defpotic 
' doflrine of the minifter, to juftify the annulling of fuch 
a fetrlement, without the national confent. in princi- 
. pie our parliament would have the fame moral compe* 
iency to depofe itfelf, and transfer its tranfcendent 
powers to the Britifli parliament without any mixture of 
Irifli reprefentaiion ; and in praftice, in my opinion, 
it would equally confult the profperitj of Ireland, and 
much better provide for the liberties of the fubjefls of 
the imperial legiflature. Is it not equally clear, that the 
people with to retain their conftitution, as that they 
were zealous and united in acquiring it ? Is this a quef- 
tion upon which any honeft man can doubt how the pub- 
lic fcntiment is ? 8hall we be told that the intellea of 
the nation is for the meafure ? If it be, and that its ad- 
vantages are fo weighty and manifeft, why does not 
this fapcriority of intellefk convert the nation to its own 
happinefs and profperity ? Is the neceflity of carrying 
the meafure, fo urgent, that the confciences of our 
legiflators cannot be at rvft, until they impofe it upon 
us? That they cannot wait until fuperiority of talent, 
enlifted on the fide of truth and reafon, ftiall convince 
' the nation? Until the people of Ireland, dull of intcF- 
IcSas they are, and overrun with prejudices, ftiall learn 
to defpife their patriots of 1 782, and become converts 
to the new patriots of 1799, who have fome of them 
been fo miraculoufl^y converted themfelves ? This 
meafure never can be invefligaled in detail, by the , peo- 
ple at large, or all its bearings, civil and commercial. 



minutely examined. But there are Tome of its feature 
too prominent and frightful to be difguifed or reconciled' 
to the feelings of Iriftimcn. All the varnifli of Mr. • 
Pitt, cannot conceal, or recommend them. I would 
fend the projefifc forth amongft the people, with no o^ber 
commentary than his fpeech, and abide the event. What- 
ever ^StOiz may be produced by his menaces and his 
bribes, he never can win their aJSTeSiona,. and procure 
their rational aflent, by fo flimfy a performance as ih^, 
which is gratnitoufly circurated, 9i its full value. 

The n^ion cannot be influenced by his etoquence or 
his fophiftry ; until they believe that power and right 
are one and the fame ; that 554 refident members will 
not totally overbear 100 abfentees; that the national 
prejudices of centuries, wiH va,ivifti at his command ; 
that virtual dependence will be wealth, altho* a£tuat 
dependence was beggary ; and that to relinquifli a fyf- 
tem which has been produ£live of profperity .beyond 
our moft fanguine hopes^ is a duty which we owe to^ 
ourfelves and our pofterity* 

Whenever thefe things are reconciled to the peopIe> 
and that they call for the meafure, I fliall acknowledge 
thenioral competency of Parliament to ena£k it ; but 
until they do, tho* I may be compelled to ftibmit to the 
phyfical force of the Britifli or the irifli government, 
with which it is contended that their moral competence 
is commenfurate, I never can change opinions founded m 
the immutable nature of things, and whofe final 
fanfUons lie out of ehe reach of any human power. 



TRANSLATION OF VIRGIL's FOUR 



CELEBRATED LINES. 



O IC vos non vohis nidificatis aves. 

Not for yourfelves, ye pigeons, did ye burU 
Snug nefts in town, by bats fliall tliey be fill'd. 

Sic vos non vobis veUcrafertit ovet. 

Not for yourfelves, ye weU'fleec*d filly ynt^ 
Ye've frifliM in fields, and worn- your pretty clothes.. 

Sic vos non vobis melUficatis apex* 

Not for yourfelves, ye merchants, do ye thrive, 
A ruthlefs band fliall rob your honied hive. . 

Sic vos non vobis fertis aratrabovM, 

Not for yourfelves, ye ftupid Bulls .ye plough. 
Another Bull fliall tread the grain ye fow. 

Vide Pitt's Virgil. 

TREBOR. 



'Dublitt-: prfatcB bg 3aai^0 ^oore, 45, Coflrirf'gr^fn, 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1799. 



No. XXVIII.. 



Hoc »olo» fie jubco, fit pro ratioDC voluntas. 



Jut. Sat. ^. 



I 



M my laft, I attempteJ to make fome obfervations on 
one or two of the arguments ufed by Mr. Pitt, in his 
Speech of the 31(1 of January laft, and now mean to 
Rdzanl a few mofc remaiks ii}X)n other paints, which he 
there focmevl to hive relied upon. 

Mr. Pitl argues that the feirl^-mcnt of i 782, was not 
a final adjudmint i:*i itfc!!, nor was it foconfidcredto be, 
either by the Miniller, or Parliaments concorntd in ef- 
fe<5ling it ; that danger hjrks inthe imperfeft ftate of that 
acliulhnenl; and that there are but two pofiihie methods 
of removing that danger*— Commercial Compa6l, or 
Lcgiflaiive Union. The former having been tried, has 
fa:lcd» and therefore he fays iiothiiTg can remain but 
the latter. 

As a great peifbnage, to whom this kingdom (lands 
deeply indebtcvi, has lately committed himfelf on this 
fubjcS, withMr. Pitt, one, whofe words Jong fi nee ut- 
tered officially in Parliament, as a Minifter of the 
Crown,, he has ungeneroufly, in his abfence, but* vain- 
ly, endeavoured to (hew, are contiadi£lory to his pre- 
fenicondu6k; it will be theJefs neceflary to dwell long 
upon it, bfcauft it is probable it will be much more aUy 
difcnffed than I can preterKl to do. 

§ Mr. Pitt fays—** But to call that a Aftemin itfelf^^; 
which was no more than the mere demolition of another 
fyftcm, could only be the cffca of great mifconception, 
or great h\ pocrify. We boaft'that we have done every 
thing, when we have merely dcftroycd a fyfttm, with- 
out fubftituting any thing in its place.'* AbftraSedly 
to aflert, that the de(lru£kion of one fyftem, muft 
mean, ex vi termini^ the creation of another, mrrt un- 
doubtedly would be grofsly abfurd. But if the particu- 
lar cafe on whjch Mr. Pitt was reafoning, has no rela- 
tion to fuchan abftraapropofiiion, then it was urwan- 
clid to infmuate its application. There was nb kind of 
neceffity for fubftiluting any thing in the inftance before 
him, in order to create a fyftem, for all that was there 
Tcquifite, was the removal of an unjuft and tyrannical 
impediment, interpofed to prevent the operation of a 
fair and liberal fyftem, which was pre-exifting, and the 
•very aft which deftroyed that impediment, did of itfelf 
revive the fyftem. That a fvftem (applying the word 
to the point Mr. Pitt was debating) involves the confi- 
deration of conftitutional and commercial adjuftments^ 
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muft be admitted. Now, that the radical deftruftion, 
of whatever, fo long as it exifted, rendered the con ft l- 
tution of Ireland anullity, was a compleat rcftoration 
of that conftitution, and therefore to all intents and 
purpofes, a final ac'juftment with refpeQ to fconftitution; 
and, that it was foconfidered by the parties engaged in 
the fct*llem^nt of 1782; is not only true in itfelf, but 

la|>pearsfrom Mr. Pitt's own fliewing. J He fays, •' A 
m- ff^ge was fent to the Parliament of Irtland, recom- 
mencing the adoption of fome plan, for a final adjuft- 
ment between the rwo countries, and wiftiing to know 
what were the grounds of the grievances of which they 
complained.*. In anfwer, the Parliament ^ ftafed as' 
the principal grievance, the power claimed by^' the Par- 
liament of Great Britain of making laws for them, 
but were filent as to the meafurcs for firiaf adjuftment.** 
The attainment, the full and finarattainment, of a free 
conftftution, was the great object of the Irifli Parlia- 
ment, 'and when they received a meflaige, direfting them 
to point out the road through which they were to arrive 
at this, their great defiderarum, what does Mr. Pitt fay 
was their conduft? They ft'ated that grievance, the 
exiftence of which kept their conilitution in abeyance, 
and were filent as to any thing further. And why filent ? 
Bccaufe mnftohvioufly they underftood themfelves, and 
meant to convey as their anfv^er, that the removal of 
the grievance then mentioned; was tantamount, perfe^ 
tcr a plin for a final, conftitutionaladjuftment. Is it 
poflible to devife any other caufe for a filence on a fub- 
jeS that implicated every important confideration in 
the very thing they, had ufed fuch exertions to obtain, 
which they were then defired to mark out, and which 
they knew could not then be whh-hcid from them. This 
anfwer was taken as fuflficient to the thing recommended 
by the Briiifli Parliament, who had received a fimilar 
meflage, and they repealed the zQl complained of j thus 
acquiefcing in the idea, that removing the grievance 

" which kept the conftitution of Ireland in bondage, was 
adopting a plan for a final adjuftment, fo far as conftitu- 
tion was involved between the two countries. % But he 
fays, ** An addrefs to hi? Majcfty to take fuch further 
meafures fol^ftrengthening the connexion of thefe king- 

.doms, as fliould feem proper to him, was prefented by 
the Britifh Houfe of Commons." Whether thefe additi- 
onal meafures were to be conftitutional or commercial, 
let fa£is declare. If they appear to have been commer- 
cial onlvj then it is but fair to coiiclude, that the quef^ 
tion or conftitution was confidered to have been pre- 
vioufly and finally adjufted. Mr. Pitt admits that no ' 
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po tncafurc Tree tliat period has lieen taken of the nature 
alluded to w the addrefs, tbcTe latter words are an inftdious 
commeiir of his own to point thefe meafures toacertarn 
piirpofe, fr.r in reality nothing definite in theirnature 
was either fpccltied or alluded to. But let him 
tell us who has fo much as even Tuggefted, that 
any further conftituiional adjuftment was neccffary to 
•ftrenglhen the two countries, from that time to this, 
of his attempting to cftablifli that demoliflied fyftem 
(to ufe his own words) * ** which before held the two 
t50untries together." But is not the negative proof dedu- 
cible from the conftant filence obferved as to any necef- 
fity for further. cortflitutionaj arrangement, but much 
more the.pofiti^ evidence of Mr. Pitt's own condud, 
in bringing fi>rward his commercial propofiti?)ns in three 
years afterwards, abundantly fufficLent to afcertain what 
the further. meafuroi meant by the addrefs were. How 
can fo wFfea miniftcr as Mr. Pitt is, reconcile his know- 
ledge that the adjuftx^J^"^ between thefe countries was 
not merely not finals hut even " infufEcient to prefer ve a 
^connexion effential to the intercfts of both,** with his 
remaining for fuch a fcries of years a quiet fpcQator of 
fo imperfeS and probably deftruflivea fituationof their 
affairs. The fyftem tjiflt was deniolifhed, which Mr, 
Pitt aflerts, " held the two countries together;*' was the 
powei- Great Britain -poffcfled of legiflating for and rul- 
ing this kingdom as (he thought fit, and how far fuch 
k bond of Union can be advantageous to Irtland, her 
flouriftiing condition when the two countries were fo 
held together, and the rapid decline (he has fuffered fince 
they ceafed-to be fo, jffe the beft comments. That fyf-- 
tern however has been demolifhed, and Mr. Pitt, in Ja- 
nuary la ft, faid^ there '^sis no fyftem (o hold the countries 
together^** fof it would be great mifconception, or great 
hypQcrify to'Calt that a f}ftem which was only the demo- 
lition of another fyftem,*' fo that, during the laft feven- 
teenyeaf^, this greateft of all prime minifters has with 
moft lucky negligence fuffered mere accident to hold 
thefe kingdoms together, and at the end of that period, 
with a degree of wifdom that was well worth the time 
jtroft in acquiring. He tells us, that " the J mutual 
fafety of both depends on their being ftriftly and cordi- 
ally united.'* Muft not Mr. Pitt therefore admit that 
the fettlement of 1 782 was a ifinal adjuftment, requiring 
nothing more than fome fubordinate arrangements, or 
tnuft he not be driven (even by his own aflertions) to the 
heceflity of accounting, for his condu£l as a minifter, in 
^ feeing and fuflFering 1 7 years of the moft imminent 
and deadly hazard to the very exiftence of the empire 
toelapfe withoirt an effort to g.uard againft it. 
Can it be necelTary to reply to his afibrtion that the com- 
ipercial propofitions^ as a planof final adjuftment, having 
failed, that therefore no commercial compa£l can ever he 
eftabliihed between the two countries : Its falfehoodand 
abfurdity are too glaring. The reafons for which they 
^vere rejefted, the folly of fuppofing Mr. Pitt the only 
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man exiftlng who could foim regulations of a commcr» 
cial nature for thefe kingdoms, and the ronfe nfe of ad- 
vancing the utter impoftibility of devifmg any but thofe 
already propofcd, are fo obvious, as not toefcapeihe 
flighteft obfervation. But it may not be amifs to re- 
mark, that his fuflFering commercial adjuftment to take a 
peaceable nap of 1 4 years duration, along with the confti- 
tuiional ac'juftment which lay down to fleep three years 
before it, if it proves any thing, it muft be either the 
moft culpable negleS in Mr. Pitt, or that he did not in 
reality confider them finally unfettlcd, or elfe that he did 
not imagine them to be of that vital importance he now 
ftates them to be. I might indeed fuppofe one other * 
motive, but that his tender and parental regard for the 
interefts of this kingdom forbids uslo imagine il,is that he 
would forbea^ from awakening them until Jie thought 
they might ferve to rtftcre that demolifticd fyftem, 
" which before held thefe countries together;** Mr. 
Pitt aflerts (and that afltrtion precludes all occafion for 
proof) that •" a * compaS between the two legiflaturcs 
has been tried and found impra^icabUy He fays too, that 
commercial jealoufies, may, and muft arife betweea 
thefe kingdoms, though hitherto they have not arifen ; 
apd although it is man ifeft that nothing can caufe 
them but the commercial profperity. of Ireland. He 
infifts that the only pofftbh ^ay to prevent the birth of 
thefe commercial jealoufies, is for Ireland to furrender 
all ihofe feparate conftitutional rights which flie now 
poffefles, declaring at the fame time they have not yet 
been finafly adjufted, even although for 17 years « he 
afiked as if the adjuftment had been final. Is there a 
man exifting, ftanding without the limits of Mr. Pitt*s 
influence, who could ferioufly maintain, that admitting 
conimercial jealoufies may arife between two nations, 
that not merely the heft, but the only pofphhway of obvi- 
ating them, and eftabl»(hing ** a folid permanent con- 
nexion between fuch countries,'* is for the weaker of 
them to veft in the ftronger, the aQual, though not np- 
minal right of difpofing of hc"r interefts and concerns 
at her difcretion, without appeal or remedy. If fuch a 
pofition can be onie cftabli(hed, rt muft indeed be readi- 
ly admitted,, that it will prove a certain way to prevent 
at leaft fo/wmfrc/W Jealoufies, and fijrely of all mankind, 
a native of this kingdom muft be amongft the foremoll 
in acknowledging ontheftrongeft of all poflible grounds 
—former experience— that fuch means are fully com- 
petent *to the produflion of fuch an eflTea. Who will fay 
that there can be no complete final adjuftment betweet^ 
thefe countries, until Ireland fubmits her (eparate inte- 
refts (and \ Mr. Pitt admits there may be feparate inte- 
refts attached to each kingdom) to the proteSing care 
of the Briiifh parliament, thut enabling them to exert 
the magnanimity he boafts fo much of, in nobly negle£t* 
ing their own, when they come in collifion with thofe 
of Ireland. 

Mr« Pitt now proceeds to his terrific inftances of th# 
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rrgertcv, and the rights of this country on queftions of 
peace and war. Thefe bug-bears are eafily, and indeed 
have been moft amply, ftiipped of all the dangers they 
-w^ere capable of holding oiit againft the great interefts 
of the ^rmpir.*. He concludes this head with a long 
firing of queries, grounded on CaTes he fiippofcs poflible 
to arife. The anfwer to them all is (hort and plain. 
They may all readily be provided againft without having 
Tecourfe to his wi|y mw;!/. It would indeed requiregjo 
very great (hare of ingenuity to fuppofe imaginable 
cafes, on which the two nations might differ as much 
after a Legillative Union as before it, eve'n although 
^ve might fuppofe all the non-refident members (as well 
Lords as Commoners) agreeing unanimouily with the 
Briii(h ; or even although we fuppofed, ^ what is much 
fnore difficuU to inaagine, that they unanimoufly dif- 
fented from them; we might fuppofe the confequence 
of fuch a dffference would be, if not finally adjufted^ 
moft probably juft then what fuch a difference woald be 
juft now— ruin to both. Yet we can fuppofe too, that 
ihe probability of that ruin would be kffened by the 
very circumftahce of the independence of both nations. 
There is however, one cafe indeed, which we cannot even 
fuppofe the exiftcnce of, and that is the total prevention of 
all poftibility of any two nations differing to their own 
deftruSion, or of the inhabitants of different p^rts of 
the fame nation cutting one anothers throats ; this lat- 
ter cafe has exhibited the pcflibirtty of its frequent re- 
currence, even in the hallowed and happy land of 
Great Britain, and yet eftablifties nothing more than 
the impoflibility of rendering any human inftitutibn 
-completely perfeft, 

HIBERNICUS. 



The Thirty-fccond Chapter of the Book of Chronicles 

OF THE 

KINGS OF ENGLAND. 



1. -l\ND it came to pafs in the thirty-iiinthyearof 
the reign of George the third, king of England, and 
, in the fourth month, that William, the chitjf counfellpry 
ftood before htm, and faid >— 

2. O king, live for ever \ behold the war which you 
have been long engaged in againft the Gauls, has wafted 
the treafures of your kingdoms, fpilled the blood of 
your fubje£ls,and laid proftrate tboufands of your young. 
mciK 



3. And you well know you are king over a peopffe 
who dwell in the land of Erin, whoare poftefledof k 
harp which is kept in their chief city, to the mufic of 
which they have fung, ^iM\ they have danced. They 
have waxed rich, and do make .merry. 

4. Now if we could prevail on the people of thfs 
land, to bring their harp to our chief city, and wirh it 
fome of their nobles and feme of their people t Then 
would iheir riches be our riches, our laws wauldbe their 
laws, our taxes would be their taxes, artd we fliould be 
as one people. 

5. And the king^anfwered and faid, how (hall U'e do 
this thing ? Is not their harp guarded by fierce wolf- 
dogs of their own breeding, \vho will not fuffer arty 
ftranger to come near it, and are not the people a jea- 
lous and a ftubborn people. 

6. And William faid, have not ydu commitVcd^tlie 
governmentof Erin to Cornelius, a valiant rtian, and a 
mighty warrior, well (killed in the art of war, and has 
he not a youth named Robert, to fend on his errjinds 
and meflages, and have you not a keritiel of* well-tralnc^cf 
bull-dogs in their chief city, ready and ftout enobgh to 
attack the wolf-dogs, and ha^he not a Cook to make fa- 
voury bits for your, dogs : are not all thofe under th« 
command of the chief ruler F 

7. And moreover, when the harp is come to our ci- 
ty, it will be toned to the bagpipe of the North, and 
the trumpet of the Souths fo that they* will allplay 
in concert together. 



8. And the kiiiganfwered and faid, do ih this matter 
as it feemeih good unto you ; fo William prepared a 
meffage to be fent to the nobles, arid to the people of 
England, when aflcmbled together, on a day appointed. 

9. And he likewife fent to Cornelius to make a fpeech 
to the nobles, and to the people of Erin, on the fame 
day,^ when they were to be colleded together in coun- 
cil, 

10. Howbeit, when the nobles and the people were 
met together, and Cornelius had featcd himfelf on the 
king's throne, he imparted to them that it was the king's 
defire, that they (hould bring their harp into his prc- 
fence. 

11. And when the nobles communed together, al- 
moft aH of them agreed to the dcfire of the king; but 
when the people aftembled, the wolf-dogs barked and 
growled exceedingly, fo that the bull-dogs could not 
approach the harp without great danger. 

12* And the conteft laftcd from the evening of one 
day, to the middle of the next| but the confli£l being 
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nearly equaT, the Hogs on both fides were drawn off, 
to be refreflied until the next day. 

13. And on the next day of meeting the battle again 
began, and corfiinued for federal hours ; but at length 
the bull-dogs were vanquilhed ; the wolf-dogs being in 
number iii, and the bull-dogs 104. 

I 5. So the harp yet remains in the chief city of Erin, 
under the care of the viSors ; and there were great re- 
joicings, illuminations, and other dcmonftrations of joy 
throughout the whole city, on account thereof. 

15. And the leader of the wolf-dogs received the 
thanks of all the people of the land for his good conduS 
andjudicious government of the wolf-dogs. 

16. But the leader of the bull-dogs was defpifed and 
hooted by all ranks of men, for his attempt to deprive 
his and his forefathers native kingdom of its harp; and 
he was fqrc vexed, and much troubled at his difcomfi- 
ture. 

1 7. And when the rumour had fpread through the dif- 
tant provinces of the land, the wolf-dogs of every place 
in the kingdom met together, and refolved to afford 
their beft afliftance to the wolf-dogs who had been vifto- 
rious, andliad kept the harp at home. 

1 8. So that it Is now believed the harp of Erin will 
reft in the land from generation to generation. And let 
all the people fay, amen, amen. So be it. 

19. Now the reft of the slELs of George the third, and 
of William his chief counfellor, of the laws that he 



made, and of the laws that he Impofcd, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the Kings of* 
England. 



Wb 



E beg leave to contradia a ridiculous report late- 
ly circulated, that a fchool has been opened in the Caf- 
tle, for the purpofeof inftruSing officers of rank, who 
know-nothing of military matters; and that a great ge- 
neral there gives leQures on fuch fuhjcQs ; and that a 
certain militia colonel lately appointed, attends regular- 
ly as a day kholar. The whole is a mere fabrication. 
ThefaSls, that the faid colonel ^oes to the military 
and marine academy, on Summer-hill, which he has 
preferred, from not knowing but he may at fume future 
period, be promoted in the navy ; being equally fit for 
that fervice with the one where he now iUnds fohigh. 
We hear alfo that lie has made aftoniftiing progrefs in 
his learning, confideringthe fliort time he has been at it, 
as he is now perfedly converfant in ftink-pots, and 
other offenfive matters. It is thought we may have his 
name amopg thofe of the other lads, who (hall obtain 
premiums at the next examinations. 



WE hear that a late executive officer of a 
certain fouthern county is (hortly to have the BLOODY 
HAND Added to hi5 cfcutchcon as a perpetual memori- 
al of the ability with which he fulfilled the DUTIES 
of his office. 
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THE ANTI-UNION. 



PftlCB ftD. 



SATURDAY,. MARCH », 1799, 



No* XXIX. 



HE following Letters were dropped into our box at 
different times ; and as they exhibit, not unfaithfully, 
the ftUtiment* of twooppoCte parties on the fubiefl of 
«n Union, we think it not imprcxper to indulge the ref-- 
pefkive authors with the publication of their perform- 
ances. At the fame time we take this opportunity of 
declaring^ what we truft ©ur manner of conducing this 
paper,, has made fufficiently apparent, thai in principle 
and in pra^icc, we differ from thofe who fwear fealty 
to either party. We differ from that affociation, which^ . 
to promote a political end, inclofesits numbers within. 
the pale of a (eft*; and we abhor the confpiracy of thofe,-^ 
who, for the purpofe of overwhelming the conftitutioh'' 
of their country, abufe the fimplicity of the lower or-- 
dersof fodety, and preach a ferocious, unrelenting en- 
mity againrt the higher ranks. Our difapprobation of 
the Orange-man is not, however, unqualified.- So ftp 
ai he 13 loyal, his condu^kdeferves our praife ; and the 
indignation heexprcffes at the requital with which it was 
intended to reward hisferviccs to his King and the Con- 
flitution,, kiodle^in our bofom a fympaihetic feeling. 
With the Committee-man we have not one point of con- 
tafl or fympathy ; we rejoice in his difappointment, and^ 
we lament that the late defperate projeS,* hasraifcdia 
Mm hope«iu^ which, we fondly trufliiJ, the event of the 
jate rebellion had baffled forever. To the orange-man 
we fliould ^vifli to juftify our cold nefs, which he, in de- 
rilion, has called philofophic. We accept the epithet as 
a compliment, and we beg leave to fuggcft to him, that - 
in all human concerns, the torch of reafonisamore 
fecure guide, than the unfteady flime of impafEoned 
feeling. The former leads to moderation, the latter to^ 
excefs. The former always vivid and fercne, is fed in 
the pure atmofphere of philanthropy ; while the latter 
is frequently obfcured by the mifts of prejudice and in* 
tolerance, and fometimes is extinguiflied in blood. 

Our conferences fanftion that conduS which the 
United Iriihmaii calls miftaken patrioiifm, and the 
Orangeman frigid indifference. Inthefarcafm of one 
we fee fomething oppofite to a love of the conftitution^ 
in the cenfure of the other we can diftlnguilh fcmiething 
different from thar calmnefs which in che jnoft troubled 
times a rational man (hould wifh to preferve. To the 
one we explicitly declare our abhorrence of that licen- 
tioufnefs which fome political dreamers have called Li- 
berty ; to the other we venture to recommend that tem- 
perate benevolence whofe ultimate objed is to encreafe 
human happinefs, which laments fe6(arian animofity, 
and which fo far from countenancing afiks of fevtTity 
turns afute even from the punifliment which it may 
deem neceffary to infliQ, We anxioufly hope foon to 



fee the time when the conffitirtion of this country OiaflT 
be fecure as well againft the attacks of the former and 
his foreign allies, as againd the efforts of a not lefs for* 
midable anailant,.the Britifh Minider ; and when the 
zeal of the latter not limited to a party or circmmfcribed 
to a fe£b (hall be direded to promote the equal and uni^ 
verfal welfare of all his fellow-countrymen. 



Ta THB 



fiE^arORS OF THE ANTI-UNIOR 



CjO! Gentlemen; you friends of the Comexi m *jo\i ' 
fficklers forthe^rr/^M^cooftilution inxAurch and ftate,> 
are about to reap the fruits of your zeal and fervices I 
The Briti(h Cabinet whom you have fo faithfolly fervcd, 
and fo impKcTtly trufted, I Am) are about to take yon to 
their arms, . and reward your fidelity and your confi- 
dence^ by making yoa Englifhmen I I congmtolate 
you from the bottom' of my heart on the event ! I 
love^ to fee foyahy properly rewarded, tho'itit a virtue 
I have never boafted--4 rejoiee to (ee Iriflitoc!, who * 

fl3V4 laboured fn cirti&ntly far BritiiK Coait««M% caifed - 

to the dignity of Britilh fijbjtits I 1 

But to be feriau6. Gentlemen,' for indeed I mean * 
not toinfultyou, however ridiculous you m^y appear, > 
after being duped fo egregioufly ; to be ferious l fay, . 
are you not now convinced, that tt was 'otir party, no« 
yourf, that had the troeft view of Briliih'^ policy, anc^ 
divined nK>ft truly the intentions of the Britifh.catiinit 
towards this country ? .Who now appears to ha^e ' 
reafoned bed on the principles and aims of your Anglo- 
Irifli fecretaries ; your Pitts, your GrcnviUesjvand your ^ 
Camdens? We lnf^(1!cd that the Iriih Pariiame^tV coa»^ 
ftituted as it is of borough -mongers, of placemen, pen- - 
fioners^ and hungry ex pedants, x^ould never fairly fpeak 
the fcfnfe, or confuft the inierefts, of Ireland. Yo a 
reviled us \ 'you whipt, tranfported, and (hot us, for fay- 
ing fo I What do you fay now, when .the very lame af« 
fertions which we uttered, aiul almoft m our very ^ words, , 
art promulgated as, political truifm9', from the very 
Council-chamber f Muftnot your hearts tell you, that / 
you have been the diipes of a widced faSion ? Muft . 
not your coajfcienoes now feel that we have been un- - 
juftfy and' unWifcJy perfecuted ? But have you yet fully 
feen your errors ? I think not, from your prefent con- 
dua^ :^ ■ 

Y^f Gentlemen, have (lepped forward with a zeal 
and a boldnefs^ .^lat do you honor, becaufe your inten- 
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tion Uy no doubt, good ; though your judgment is er- 
roneous ; ^'ou have (lepped forward the firft among your 
countrymen, to raife an outcry againft the prqefted 
-Union, and. to excite .a conftitutional refiftance to a 
meafurc, which you think diflionourable and ruinous to 
your country. But I fay. that tf you fa w our fituation 
aright, and were friends to the real independence and 
honor of Ireland, you woiitd, with all your might, pro- 
mote this Union ; Why do I think fo ? t anfwer boldly,- 
becaufe I thirtk that an Urtion is the only event, which, 
perhaps for a century to come, can fumiui means to the 
real friends of the country, to throw off for ever, the 
B^itifli Connexion. To men of your known 

;princ!ples, men who appear ferioufly to believe 
*that the welfare of Ireland depends on perpetuating the 
prefent connexion between the two countries, "this may 
feemaftrange argument; but. Gentlemen, give me 
4eave to tell you, that thefe principles appear likely, 
in a very little time, to become antiquated. The pre- 
fent attempt of the Britiih Minifter, muft have ^Ihaken 
'them, and I am convinced there is not a thinking mind 
in Ireland, who perceives that the exijlin^ connexion 
of the two crowns, is regarded by the Bntifli Cabinet 
only as an inArument for bringing dhoutanothgr con- 
nexion, namely, that which is now about to be forced 
down yourthroats, and which muft byry for ever> the 
name, the rights, and the conftitution of Ireland ;*{ 
fay there is notoi thinking mind in Ireland who perceives 
this, that does not feel his zeal for Britiih Connexion, 
glow lefs ardently. I know that as things go on, that 
zeal will Jbe extinguiihed in every bofom in Ireland, and 
that it nviU be fdlowed by a determination to r efcuet be 
country ,for;evcr, fhnnt hc 6''F^ iif ~ Diitift i dmuJliailbn. - 
The queftion then is, whether an Union will tend to ac- 
celerate that event ? I contend that it will— that it muft 
do fo of neceflary confequenoe, -and my opinion reus 
upon this argument : It appears by the exj>erience of 
this fummer, that the whole ^oi^ce of the ftate, acii- 
fnated by the loyalty of moft of the men of property 
lin Ireland, prompted by the invetewitc animofity of re- 
ligious bigotry, guided by arefident viceroy, and coun- 
cil of acknowledged talents, and invigorated by the 
cheering prcfence of .a refident legiflature, it appears, ^ 
fay, that with all thefe advantajres', the force of Ire- 
land feconded by the auxiliary force of Great Britain, 
was for fome time only able to maintain a doubtful con- 
teft with our fociety, though our councils were difco- 
•vered, our leaders imprifoned, our allies not yet ar- 
rived, our people untried in arnM, and aftoniflied by 
the wife, decifive and able meafures rf the govern- 
ment. Thus much we were able io effeft even at that 
time; it is true, indeed, that at prefent our power is 
broken, our allies defeated, our plans and pripciples de- 
teded and expofed, and our force put dov^x^ after a fair 
trial of ftrength-^t is true therefore, that we^ can no 
longer hope to rife while things remain in their psefent 
^te— but let an Union be once carried againft the will 
#f (Use loyal part of the commuoity^ how different wib 



be our^ fituation ! No man can floult that the firft cori- 
fequence of that mealure will be to add immen^fe num- 
bers to our party, and you will be fure we will not ne- 
gleS to take advantage of this new gfountl of difcon- 
tent. We have hated the Orange-men ; but we are 
not fuch fools as to rejeS their afliftance, when they 
(hail have been convinced of their miftake by this wan- 
ton and infolent attack of the Brttifti cabinet— our 
force, therefore, will be greatly encreafed ; add to this, 
that many of thofe noblemen and men of great .proper- 
ty, whdfe influence in the late conteft raifed up an hoft 
againft us, will, in that event, either be fent to Lon- • 
don as Irifh reprefentatives, or they will go thither te 
court preferment or pleafure. In thefc, therefore, we 
fl\all have our moft dangerous enemies removed: But 
befides this, there will no longer remain a formidable 
adminiftration, confifting of ibie and vigilant minifteri 
to watch our. movements-^tliere will exift no longer a 
legiflature to guard by wife and timely meafures againft: 
the operations of our executive. Magiftrates, refident 
five or fix hundred miles from the feat of government^ 
will naturally be lefs a3ive and bold in difcha^ge of their 
duty than whe/i they were und^r the eye^of a govern- 
ment that would encourage and reward their a£tivity. 
•Jf there be men in this country who havcreally the fpi- 
rit off independent men, they will feel inertand difguft- 
ed in their new dharafter of Provincials. New taxes, a 
neceflary confequence of an Union, willfurnifti us with 
anew nandle to play on the feelings of the populace. 
In ftiort, evei^ circumftance by which an Union can be 
accompanied ^ill add to mr ftrength, and diminifli that 
of the oppofite party^ what then may we not hope 
fr p ni onc-trdtrf effort, fbch as we lately 4nade? What 
wHI remain to prevent the fuccefs of one great eflay 
toliberate our country ? Out country ^ thenz depen- 
dant frovince! Treason will, in theeyeof 
many who now loath it, lofe its turpitude— rebelli- 
on will become a word ex pr tin ve of 'moral virtue— and 
the now deteftcd name of united irishman will be 
underftood tofignifya fuffering helot ftruggling for hia 
freedom* !• 

<5entlemen. I communicate thefe fcntiment^ to you 
as to men, who I conceive are afling wrong from the 
'beft motives. You are oppofing (hat which tends im- 
mediately to the emancipation of your country, under 
the Talfe notion that you are contending for its indepeh- 
danoe. Defift, if you are wife, from fo fottiOi a con- 
du£L Look beyond the prefent moment, and behold this 
ifland rifing into felf-dependent, unconneded dignity^ 
frpm a legislative union of the twoxouotriesj 
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1 am, Gentlcmcnf 

Your'real friend, 

A COMMITtEE MAK 
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TO THE SOCIETY 

WHO 

CONDUCT THE ANTI-UNION. 

GENTLEMKK^ 

OU have' fet out ,with profefling to oppofe an 
Union, and you have. now publi(he(l (everal nuitibers, 
in which you have given Tome very good arguments, 
no doubt, agaiQft that abominable meafuf^e; but you 
leem to me to be, too cool, too abftfad, too philofophi- 
cal, in your difcuffion. In my mind vou are very infipid 
<nilk and w ater gentlemen. You talk of this meafure as 
you would of a difficult point of law, or of philofophy, in 
which your ^ad only, not your ieartf your inter eft^ your 
affe^ions^ your family^ your poftcrUyt were concerned ! 
My heart burns with indignation, my blood boils, my 
liead becomes^iddy when f think of it ! and reading your 
fwper does not tend to appeafe my feelings ; for I tell 
jpu again you feem to me a fet of cold, in(enfible,frog- 
olooded fellows. Have you been in Ireland for thefe 
bft feven months, or are you dropped from the clouds 
with nothing but intellcft about you ? Are yoo yeo- 
men ? Have you been called from your warm habitati- 
t)ns, from the bofom of your wife, the embraces of your 
children, 4o undergo all the fatigues and all the dangers 
of war to fave our conftitution? Have you drawn your 
f word againft your countrymen,and bathed it in bis blood, 
becaufe he attempted to change that conftitution ? Have 
you loft your health and ditninifhed your fortune in or- 
dpr to keep your Mti, and defend to the utmoft of your 
power the King, Lrords, and Commons, of Ireland? And 
after all this, can you, when you are teld that all you have 
been fighting for was a corrupt and defpicable fet of Al- 
lows who have fold their country, :and have always done 
f o, to the Britifliminifter— that the ^confiitutioii whidi 
you have bled for was not worth a groat ; and that your 
parliament, which you were taught to iove smd honor, 
muft die an infamous •death? Can you, I fay, after all 
this,rearon coldly and abftraSedly upon this fMbjeS ? why 
doat you fp^ak out and tell the infolent fellows who talk in 
this manner, that the loyal Yeomanry of Ireland, the 
Orange-men, who have refiftcd rebellion, put down trea- 
fon^ and defended their country and itsconftitution, will 
not be infulted with impunity ! that if they have been made 
todraw their fwordagainft their deluded country men,they 
will not be backward to draw it againft— — — But I 
have not patience to think on this fubjefib— I love my 
King, <jod blefs him : I am a friend to England, and I 
am perhaps a bigot in my love for the conftttution I 
have lived under;— but am I then to be made a tool of 
to ferve Mr. Pitt's purpofes ? God grant me patience ! 
Pray, pray let me fee fomething fpirited on this fubje£k 
from you, who pretend to diflike this foul meafure as 
weft as I, or I fliatl begin to think that there are none 
but knaves and fools in the world. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

An injured, infulted, 
ORANGE YEOMAN. 
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A FABLE. 
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FabuU Narratur. 

XN days of yore, as talcs agree, 
When beads could fpeak like you and me. 
Long reign*dthe terror of the wood, 
A WOLF, inur'd to war and blopd : 
So fierce the fava|;e, one would think 
Contention was his meat and drink- 
Nay fome would take their bible oath^ 
He lovM it better far than both. 
Whatever the ftrife, for bit or bone. 
He longM to make the caufe his own? 
With head ftrong rage the furly brute 
Provoked and managed each difpute^ 
Though oft he fmarted in his hide 
For joining the unlucky fide. 
The Pitcher, antient proverbs tell. 
That goes too often to the well. 
Through many a dayly peril paft. 
Comes home a veflel crack*d at laft ;— 
Andfuchin truth was Is c rim's fate. 
For on he dafli'd at fuch a rate. 
And grew with bites and blows fo thiii. 
His bones ftood Jlarting through the (kin; 
Unable longer now to roam,. 
And forced to oater nearer home. 
On a fair fliack of •flieep hard by. 
The fpoiler turnM a wifhful eye. 
Lon^ time he toii'd, and cad aoout 
To mtroduce his foiVard fnout ; 
For that once compaffed, well he knew 
Hefoon might fqueeze his body through: 
By fraud he trufted to prevail— 
For fraud fuoceeds, where force (hall fail ; 
Yet could he neither fpring nor creep. 
The fence was high, THE ditch was deep- 
Within, her guardiandam befide, 
A tender LAMBKna heefpied. 
That high above the ditcl\ between, 
Frolick*d fecur^y on the green. 
His lips he lick'd, enrapturM <iuite 
At fuch a lufcious, ^tempting fight; 
And thus with (pectous craft eflay'd 
The fertile pafture to invade. 

** Madam," fmooth fpeaking to the dam. 
He cried, ** your humble flave I am : 
Be not alarmed to fee a ftranger, • 
I come to warn you of your danger ; 
A BEAR has feen your lovely daughter. 
He fwears heMI fwim acrofs the water. 
And breaking through this facred fence. 
Will force your little darling hence. 
Now if it pleafes you and her. 
Let ME a loYCi'f fuit prefer} 
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Thus fav'd by mc from death and ruin. 
Why dread the hug of monsieur bruin ? 
For once with me flic forms aliUnce, 
Our yNiON bids the Bear defiance ; 
And while I guard her from the ftorm, 
FLr ffeece (hall keep my carcafe warm. 
Behold her manners rude and wild I— 
ril teach politenefs to the child y 
And when united with her betters. 
Like Chefterfield, Til write her letters ; 
So under Isgrim's education. 
Of me (he'll Jearn ehilization. 
Pray let me lead the bdy hence ; 
My lawyers (hall make fettlements. 
In full and binding force upon her ; . 
All this I promife on my honor. 
For mc and for mine heirs for ever. 
And nought our union (hall dKTever.^ 

The fubtle favage fpake : his cunning 
Soon ftt the mother's head a running, 
Who puflPd with pride, began to fcom 
The fphere to which her child was born :— 
" Come, come," (he cried, ** good girl ooofider^ 
And take at once fo high a bidder : 
Cheer up, and (how no ba(hful face. 
But caft a fbeep^s eye at his grace : 
RejeS not this fair union pray. 
Such oflTerscoitie not every day/* 

Perfuaded 'gainft her own opinion. 
Poor Lamb fubmits to Wolf's dominion; 
And comes with fad, averted eyes 
Acold, rclu£kant facrifio^ ._ — - - — 

See, o'er the ditch hii. bride he leads. 
Proud that his fcheming craft fucceedt ; 
Now wearied with fo Idng a fa(J, 
Anticipates the rich fepaft. 
In fancy feafls on every joint. 
So round, fo plump, fo embcnpaint : 
Till to his den of (laughter come. 
He welcomes Mrs. Isgrim home : 
Thenlooksaround—'* A pretty jeft,'* 
He cries, " what^s here ?~No dmner dre(f ? 
Whence, Madam, this omi(fion, pray ? 
Thought you I would not dine to day ?''^ 

" Wreak not on mc thy wrath," replied 
With fault'ring tongue, his helplefs bride ; 
•* Confider, home with you I came. 
Then how am I, good Sir, to blame ? 
Nor law, nor juftice, can decree. 
You for your wants (hould puni(h mi. 
Indeed it is no fault of mine, ^ ^ 
That you had nought to day to dmc. 



*' Silence P^ th^ favage growPd ; ^ nor dare 
To hope my hungry rage will fpare ; 
What f fhall^Mi crop the SowVy plain. 
While for fupport / toil in vain ? 
Shall that fmooth fleece and pamper'd (ide^ 
Infult my lenn and (habby hide ? 
Such then the cafe, as I'm a (inncfi, 
I'll never go without my dinner* 
Vafi are my debtt, and I can ill 
Afford to pay my butcher's bilF : 
Nay, Madam, why at me thofo loolcs T 
Heav'n fends us meat, the devil Cbot/. 
Talk not to me that I'm unjuft ; 
If you don't bear the brunt,, who mull ^ 

Hefaid, and horrible to tell. 
Fierce on his (uppKant bride he fcM •,: 
Her quivVing Knibs the (avage tore. 
And battfd and reveird in her gore. 

The Sheep, who from the neighboring mead, 
BeheM Che fitial vidim bleed ; 
As now her forrow came too late,' 
Thus wail'd her wretched daughter'* fate: 
" Why was I wheedled to confent. 
To what in vain I miril repent ? 
Alas I betrayed and left forlorn. 
With fruitfcfs tears my child I nwum I 

Oh Ylj WHOM CRAFT IMPILS TO S«K, 

SvcH UNION or the stro^ic and w*ak. 
Be warn'd by her unha?fy fall. 
Nor give what ye can ne^er recall!** 

1 olhtell truth. 



LOST, 
FOR fome time paft, by a certain young Nobleman, 
either in the Caftle or in the Parfiament Houfe, a very 
fmall fenfe of decency, which would be of no im- 
portance to the owner but that it was all he poflTeflfed 
Jn that way, and the want of it may injure him very 
materially with hi? patron. It was hoped to have be^a 
only aflray until the motion fpr the committal of the 
regency bill demonftrated its being totally gone, and it 
is now known that the owner let it flip from betweea 
the moft confummate vanity and the worft intemions. 
with which it was packed up, but which ftill remain 
with him. Should any one attempt toufc it, he may 
be certain that he (hall be profecuted with the utmoft 
rigour of the Attorney Gencrafs new aft. If offered 
for fale or pawn, it is rcqucftcd notice may be fent to 
the* Seaelary's loflfce. 
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TO THE 

EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



HE duplicity of the miojftcr ahd the fallacy of mi- 
niftenal arguments for an Union become every day more 
iftaniftft. Time brings falftiood iis well as truth to light, 
and perhaps detefiks political fophiftry with more effcft 
than the moft acute fagacity. Generally, however, the 
operation of time in the deteSion of lalf^hood is ilo'w,' 
and its- eflfefls peroeprible only after long intervals ; 
but either from the (hailown^sof the miniftePs alrtifice. 
Of from the remarkable prominency of truth on this 
g/eat queftion, he has been able^ to fink it but juft below 
the furface-^it has accordingly emerged into full view 
when the force which depreflbd it was rimov^ 
ed : and, what has fetdom been whnefied in the hiftery 
of our legiflature, the very fame feffion in which a mo* 
roentous meafure was urged as of vital and indifpenfible 
neceflitvy hae^feen the duplichy of the propounder of 
that meafure^ and the arguments by which it was fup- 
ported, expofed and refuted by fubfequent events. 

To be explicit— 4 boldly and in terms charge the 
young man, to whom the adminiftrat|on of this cotintry 
is committed, with having falfified his own profelTions, 
with having refuted his own arguments for a legiflative 
union, and wlih having involuntarily proved to the peo»- 
pie of Ireland, that the meafure which he attempted to 
fteal upon the country, and which he is now preparii^g 
to propofe again to its legiflature, has been adopted by 
that deputy minifter, and his mafter, with olh^r viv ws 
thanlhofe they have avowed, namely, the ilrengtheninf 
of the connexion between the two countries, ih& refto- 
ration of tranquillhy, the advancement of civilixation, 
and the impiovement of the conActution of this coun- 
try. I fliali prove this charge in a- very fimple and I 
conceive a very fatisfafiory way, by comparing the doc- 
trines which he inculcal^ed in recommending a Icgiflt- 
live Union wiih fche meafurcs which he has 
carried, and the conduQ; which- he has held fi net the 
r^jt-aion of that pfojea. 

It cannot yet be forgotten even by the young man 
himfelf, and certainlv not by the public, thatthe prin- 
cipal • arguhunt by which he endeavoured to fupnort an 
Union, wj6 ihc irricertainiy of the bond 'which at 
prefent unite sr tlie two countries. In illuftration 
of the dang. I w' :ch was fappof.d to. exift from this 
caufe one inftauce only could be found, and if was tri- 



umphantly dwelt on a<a pndbf that a: fitoarion might a- 
gain occur, as it hsri already occurred, in which the exer- 
cife of complete legilfetive indt^endence by the irifli 
parliament might tend to a feparatiori'of the two coun-^ 
tries— That inftance was the regency queftion. If the 
Irlfli parliament, it was faid, continues to be a feparate 
and independent legiflature, it will always poflefs a right 
to difi^r from the Britiflr legiflature in the appointment 
of a regent ; and if it fttould differ from h in that inftance 
there would be a temporary feparation, leading perhaps 
to a perpetual feparation of the executives of the two 
countries. To obviate this danger the young Lord pro- 
pofed a furrendcr of the diftina independence of the 
hlfh legiflature, not in that cafe only^-nhe only 
praftical cafe which had ever occurrcd-^but a total 
furrender of its diftinS exiftence. Now if ihfe young 
Lord did ferioufly believe that a dangef of feparation 
was connected with, the efcrcife of didind iridepen-^ 
dence by the Irifti parliament in this inftance, he would 
be zealous to fupport a meafure which w^nt direSly to 
remove that danger for ever by furrendering the right 
to that excrcife; and if his fears of that danger vjrere fa 
gigantic as* to incline hrm to obviate it by a total aboli- 
tion of a diainft Irifti legiflature, he muft be fo much 
the more zealous to fupport a meafure which went to 
effcSt the fafety of the connexion by a Ic fs dangerous 
facrifice. HastheyoungLordaQed on this principle? The 
difmifledPrfnfie Serjcanr, willingto prove himfelf as faith- 
ftirl a friend as the young Lord to the unity of the empire, 
though a much more fteady friend to the independence 
of his country, brings in a bill bv which the queftion of- 
right to appoint a regent different, or under n different 
limitation, from that app initd by the Brinfti parlia- 
ment, would be put at reft for ev^r, f-.n J the fafety of the 
connexion in this parriculir rendered confiftent with the 
diftinQ exiftence of Irifti parlinnitnt. Does the 
young Lord relilh this meafure of hontft loyalty to con- 
nexion and conftitutiort ? In the firft inflancc', he afllnts 
4n fullen filence to its introduQion, and not having in- 
genuity enough to fuggcftnny thing in derogation of the 
meafure when firft propoftr, he avails himfelf of the 
time given by the forms of parliament in order to create 
obj;6lion5 to the meafure itftl^', to cavil wi.^i the motives 
which fo^gertcd it, orthecffcQs which it would pio- 
dnce. And what are fhp oh]c£lif»ns which he has 
fabricarcd or gleaned from his followers? T!>€y 
amount virti mIIv to this — that it i< a violent encroKh- 
fiijnt on ili? legrflativo indc pcn^^le nee of the country— 
that it isof intinite d I.jacy, intricacy, anJ im;^oitancc— 
that it reqti»fcs tFcrcfore* much tiiUf- -r.J aftentiun to 
mrold proper lx—*and above all, that ilv difficulty of its 
arrangement proves incontrovenioiy ihe haxard- 
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t^ui rtate in which tHrto?inexicn ftartds. NoUr, let th€ . 
good people cf Jrclanil co nil tier wKat confidence they 
can plac^in the integrity ofthat^nanjwho has the bold- 
ncfs to prefs them, at one time to give up their liberty and 
independence for the attainment of a particular, purpofe, 
a^ when that purpofe is propofed to be attained at a 
lefs price, objefls to the meafufe that it violates their in- 
dependence I I a(k the peo;>le, does not this condufl: belie 
the motives of that man who urged a furrender of the 
conftitution in order to prevent feparation, and who, 
When feparation is to be prevented in another way, ob- 
ieSs the conftitution? What will they think of the 
nonetty, or the finceiity, of him who would allow 
the legidaturc but twenty four hours to deliberate and 
decide upofi*ameafure vcfting the executrve with abfolute 
and irrefponfible power, * but whofe fcrupujous deli- 
cacy and. flow intelleft requires an extraordinary time 
to detiberate on the queftion, whether the legiflature, 
to perpetuate the connexion, fliould reftrain the exer- 
cife of their free choice in a cafe' of the moft rare oc- 
currence ? Nay, what will they think of the under- 
ftanding of the man who, when the legiflature, fore- 
feeing a remote danger from the pofllbility of a cafe 
rn which a free exercile of their independence might 
tend to feparation,.propofe to reftrain the- exercife of 
tlieir right in that inftance for the future, declares, that 
6n this occafion he is more than ever convinced the 
independence of that legiflature endangers the con- 
nexion, and that therefore they ought, as foon as pof- 
fible, to furrender it altogether ? For my part, 1 profefs 
I can fee in the conduct of fuch a man nothing ^ut a 
thorough contempt for confiftency, a palpable contra- 
difiion of former profeffions, an inveieiate hbftility to 
the independence of the country for reafons which 
he dares not avow, and a ftolidity which incapacitates 
him from giving even colour and plaufibility to his own 
jrftions. 

But is this the only inftance in which the young 
Lord has, in the courfe of three weeks, falfified his 
own profefTions, and refuted his own ^rguments^? The 
young Lord, with the raftinefs rather than with the 
candour of a youiiej man, told the people of [reland that 
they had not the crilifti conftitution, but (hat an Union 
Would give it to them. Now, either thofe ftieafures 
which his lordftiip has promoted fince the rejeftion of an 
Uhion were made neceffary by the cirtumftances of the 
country, or thev have been adopted by his lordftiip to 
punifli this befotrad country for their rejeQion of this 
proffered boon. If the circumftances of the country 
made thofe meafures ncceftary, they would have been 
adopted as' well had an Union taken place as in cafe of 
its rejeQion ; for the mere enaction of an Union 
coiild not immediately, if it could ever, proiluce any 
tffcSt in rendering thofe meafures IcTs ntceftbry. t^iii 
what'have ihefe meafures been ? The moft diftiuSuifli- 

♦ Vkic tbe debate on the B'll for fupprefling the RebeliioD, which 
IciTefts the Irifti Executive with power to eaablilh law-martial, p^ra^ 
motmt to the civa^iowcr, over til the king's fubjc^. 



cd is the rebellion billy by which -the executive poWe^ h 
authorized by law to fufpend the operations of the Ci- 
vil courts, and exercife the indefinite and tr^iftendous 
powers of martial-law at their mtre difcretion. and with* 
0X3t controul. This then is the conllilutioh of England^ 
with which, after an Union we were to be blefledy 
This is one of the tranquilifing, civilifing, human- 
izing fchemes, which an;AInio9 was to introduce ; and it 
was thus that the people of Ireland were to be 
admitted Mvithin the pale 6f'thecoriTHtutictt-1 But I 
will be told that it is unfair to attribute to his lord- 
flilp an intention of carrying this meafure had an 
Union been adopted, becaufe it is now carried after the 
reje6lion of an Union. I reply, there is nothing uilfair in 
charging him with that intention, if it cannot be fliewii 
(and I defy any man to fliew it) that circumftahces have 
been rendered fo diff^ereni by tht rejeSion of that mea- 
fure that this bill is more neceft^ry now than it would 
have been had the minifter fucceeded in his attempt at 
fubjugating the country. There is certainly no {hade 
of diflFerence created by that rcjeSion, and there- 
fore there cannot be a doubt entertained by any 
rational itian that his l^dfliip would have pro- 
pofed this bill had the country fuffered itfelf to 
be duped into a furrender of its independence 
in the falfe hope of being admhtcd to « fuller participa- 
tion of the benefits of the Britifti Conftitution, as wefl 
as in the prefent circumftances of the country. Bdt 
what indignation would not the People of Ireland have 
juftly entertained againft the man, whofliouid havefub-^ 
ftituted this dreadful law for a fuller enjoyment of 6on- 
ftitutional liberty ? Would they not have truly thought 
that his promife had been broken, and his profeffions 
falfified? And if this Bill was in his Lordlfhips con- 
templation When he was holding out to Ireland the de- 
ceitful hope of a full enjoyment of the privileges of the 
Britifti Conftitution; I afk is henot now fairly chargea- 
ble with having rpoken falfcly, and afted deceitfully, to- 
wards this country ? 8hou.ld I adopt the other alierna* 
tivcj and -fuppofe that this mtafure was not neccflary^, 
either before or fmce the difciiflion of an Union, but 
that he hai reforted to it as a meafure of revenge, to 
punifli our obftinacy, or of experiment, to goad us to 
an Uni^n, his Lordfliip'scharafler, or that of the ad- 
min iftration he leads, will not be much fcrved by the 
fuppofition. In the one cafe, he will be guilty of de- 
ceit and &lftiood ; in the other, of fraud and malice. 
It is, however, with this latter that I am inclined to 
charge him, for that there was any thing in the circum- 
ftances of the country, or in the government, which 
made the adoption of -this bill ncceftary, I cannot con- 
ceive. His Lordftiip has acknowledged it gives no new- 
powers to admintftration, and therefore it could not be 
neceflary to enable them to reprefs what he call? the 
rebellion. He has faid, that the Government have 
already^ the undoubted right of trying andpunifliing 
rebellion in a fummary^way by law-martial, and that 
therefore, the only otyea of the bill is to prevent the 
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civ\lpo^c^fiom interrcringwitH the executive 4 n the 
Vexercire of their right, ^fow taking for granted that, as 
his Lordfliip aflens, the executive have a ngAt to try by 
manial law thofe ^vho are found in rebellion, it muft 
follow, tiat the civil power has no r/^/i/ to interfere 
with them, m the exercife of that rizht ; for there can- 
not be two contradiSory rights in thofe two powers.-*— 
But if the bill be not reccTaiy either to (Irengthen thd 
arm of the. executive, or to fecure to them the excUi- 
fivc exercife of a right, which, if they pdflcfs at all, 
they muft poflefs excludvely, from the very nature of 
thethfng; 1 fay the bill muft then 4>e adopted by the 
miniftjr for the purpofo 1 attribute to him— that of 
goading Ireland to an tJnion, by really depriving her of 
ihe benefits of theBritifli Conftitution, and by fubftitu- 
ling for that conftitution, an uncontroulable and inde-* 
finite power in tTie executive govcrrnmenr. If it be 
nflced, how it can at once be true, that it vefts an inde- 
finite and uncontroubble power in the executive govern- 
ment, and yet does not ftrengthen that executive ? The 
anfwer is ihort : , It does not ftrengthen theexecutive> 
becaxifc the powers which this bill gives they already 
poflefs by the pra^ice^ though not by the theory of the 
conftitution; powers which the government in 
limes of danger and rebellion have always exercifed, 
but under a refponfibility-to the legiflature fcr this violas 
tion of conftitutional forms. But this bill does that 
which, in times of. the greateft turbulence, ki tinies of 
rebellion and under the moft arbitrary reigns, no rainifter 
ever dared to propofe to the legiflature ; it eftablifties 
•defpotifm by law,.«fldaboIifliesthe conftitution by afik 
of Parliament ; it fanftions a pri&i^ by a fliatute, that 
power, which, under the Britifti Conftitution, it has 
fometimes been neceflary for the executive to exercife, 
but for the exercife of which, the executive has been 
always left to juftify itfelf afterwards, by the circum^ 
ftailces whicli made it neceftary, and the temperance 
v/ith which it was accompanied Here then the check oh 
c^cfpotifm is removed; for by this biltthe power is legal-- 
Jy vefted in the executive, and for the exercife of a legal 
power there is no refportfibilify. "Such is the law by 
which the niinifter has^nade the fecond aftauh upon the 
conftitution of Ireland, and which 1 venture to prediA, 
•is the forerunner of a total fubverfion of t^onftitutional 
libefty in the britifti Empire ! 

I have rtieniioncd bhc meafure which his LorcUhip 
has virtually oppofed fmce the rejcftion of afi Union, 
iho' he had previoufly declared its neceflity and its im- 
portance ; and I have adverted to another which he has 
introduced, that tends to deftroy the conftitution, 
and therefore falfifies his profefliort, that he wifhed to 
procure for Irelanda fuller participation of Britifti Li- 
berty. There remain other monuments of infmcerity, 
of fraud, and of hoftility to Ireland. What ftiall we 
fay of his filence on thofe raeafures which, not two 
months fuice, we were told by him were iodifp^nfible to 
the contentment <Sf* the people, and the reftoiatton of 
confidence and peace to Ireland ? I fpeak of the fubfti* 



tntion fortythcs, and the arrangements in favour of the 
Catholic clergy : But it Were fuperfluous to expatiate upon 
thefe topics ; it muft be apparent to every man of com- 
mon fenfe> either that the minifter talked of thofe mea- 
fures, pending the difcuiTfion of an Union, purely to 
cajole the public, or that he now with-holds thofe mca- 
fures from fome motive of crooked policy which looks 
to other obje£)s than the cood of Ireland ; for who can 
doubt that if thefe meamres would be ufeful with an 
Union, they would be alfo ufeful without it ? Who can 
doubt whether they woulJ not remove one of the great 
caufcsof infubordination in Ireland, and abolifti one of 
the moft fertile fources of religious jealoufy ? The mi- 
nifter himfelf has acknowledged the principle, and there- 
fore he ftands convi£led either of having declared to the 
people of Ireland as his opinion, that which he did not 
believe, or of wickedly with-holding from the country, 
from the worft motives, the meaos of reftoring to It, 
content and tranquillity. 



A FABLE, 
NURSE DANDLUM, 

TO AMUSE THE CHILDREN Or DUULIK^ 



XN a wide fofeft once there live^l 

A Lion of great prtwer ; 
Who in the fcience of attack. 

Had pra£lis'd many an hour. 

Nay, if two neighboring beafts did wage 

A fair and open ftrife. 
The meddling beaft would ftep between. 

And try for either hTe. 

This Lion had an ufeful friend, 

A young couragious whelp. 
Who often from the neighVring cave, 

jStept out to give him help. 

The creature was a Jackall named. 

By forhe mifcall'd a flave ; 
But, children, don't believe the lie. 

For he vr as free and bfave. 

Whattho' the Lion had more bulk. 
Could fooner cfufti and kill ; 

Full often he had gain*d a prize 
By little Jacky'slkill. 
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Ancf well he knew his real worth, 
' And oft he'd coax and pet him ; 
For he h^d ftudied aJl the ways 
That little Jack, could fret hinv 

Th^ Lion getting wondVous w«ak. 

Grew fluggiOi in the chace ; 
And all the prey was hunted dowi\ 

By Jacky*s nimble pace. 

And fo it ought, for Jack then lay 

In fafety in his den, 
'And by the Lion's power was fafe 

From faTage beails or men. * 

Thus mutual help and mutual care 

Made each to other true. 
Till the old Lion fir(Vpropos'd 

An oflFer fomewhat ne/w. 

'Tis hard, when cunning does fucceeJ, 

And fraud oan make an hit ; 
'T would be much better could we crufli 

The rafcal, in a Pit. 

Old.Grim, for reafons of his own, 

Csme fawning to bis friei)<l, 
(The proudeft beads will cringe and fawn. 

When they would gpin their end.) 

Suppofe, faid he, that you and I 

Should live within one cave, 
'Twill keep the otbtr beads - a wr ay. 

And give me pow'r to fave : 

You know, dear frienrf, the wolf $ now roams. 

And prowls abroad for food. 
Without my help and fpecial care, 

He'd drench your cave with blood. 

True, replied Jack, but could not w^ 

Yet keep the wolf at hay,. 
Tho* dill like allies we fliould live. 

And keep to the old way : 

No, no, replied the crafty bead. 

When once you are my Dwn, 
Your intered will be truly mine, 

You'll diare my aged throne.: 

5 Wolves (It is* faid) are natives of France. 



A UNION diall now link us both 

In one united name, 
Ourferves and intereds few'd (b clofe. 

You couU not (fee the feam. 

Suffice it now for me to fay 

The Lion gained his will. 
And had of all he widi'd and fought. 

What children call their filL 

The fooRlh Jackarll fwell'd with pride 

To be the Lion's equal ; 
But how old Grim concludes his fcheme 

Is pictured in the fequel. 

Mv friend, faid he; you know your part 

Is but to chafe the game, 
'Tis mine to feize, and todedroy 

What you hate fird made tame : 

My ample paws can grafp, you knvw ,, 

With drength that never foils. 
Your leffer claws are ofelefi now— 
* So let me cKpyour naila, 

Jackoy with guilelefi fpirit hears. 

And pudies out hi^ paws. 
The Lroa bites his naila quite clofe*^ 

Then frames his equal taws« 

The Tackall dioaM have half the game. 

That is— whenf he had eat. 
Jack (hould baive.ldaveta pick; and (brapet 

Theremoani of the treat. 

You'd grieve to fee the monder fead. 
And Jack the darvjng creature, 

But when the jaws of power are free, 
Momp9ly is nature^ 

Oaeday, alas 1. 1 grieve to tell. 
They chanced to meet n^ prey ; 

The Lion ^ared his* eyes around. 
And Jack was in tte way. 

The tyrant, roaring, diook his mmpp. 

Growling for fredi fupplies. 
And as his friend hail none to give, 

Alas! the Jackall dies4 
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«ven by the moftxBdre-faced' legiflative proftititttM. I" . 
tall on you therefore a$ yoo value the peace of your 
delirious country— as you rccoHeft the riews of that* 
enemy who daily draws his encreafed rcfoufcei from^ 
confederating powers^, not to indulge the filfy inger of. 
gcnti;emek, abafifcd and di&ppoidted minifter, but that in votir . 

. , . * diflferent counties you will erhiWt an even-handed jul^.. 

» the rumour of the daj that the Unfluary of tice-^that by your benevolence and your example jrM, 
juftice^ the grand jury room, m which you are to dif- will hufli the waring elements of murder, of paflk>l!^. 
charge the mod facred and important duty to your and of Tadion to peace. I entreat ^tf\s xa refent 111 
coyniry, is to be difturbed and agitated by polirical rigor, where you may relent in ftfety-^to pardon 
difcuffion. la a word--that the approbation of the .fomething to the ft>irit of liberty; and at ' ' 
grand jurors of Irtland tothemeafure of an incorpo« * - .-• . * ^ , -.^ 

rate Union 1% to be iou^htfbr by the evcculive govern- 
ment of your country.. I cannot conceive it poflible 
that fuvb a rumour is cntitMtottteatioo.. I hope: that' 
government is too wife to propofe,- and that you gen- 
tlemenr are too prudent x^ accede, to fUK:h a meafure.. 
Ft IS impoflible that at a time when your rulers exaft 
defpotic power for the prefervatioiT of the ftate,. that it 
can invite aay body of men to further jdiCjuif^tion^ on a 
fubjcfi which has afready ihook the country to its cen- 
tre r" I truft that a rumour of this kind has ari(cn from- 
the fears of individuals, rather than any communicati- 
on between the (ervaivts of the crown and the infe- 
rior officers whom they immediately nominate. The 
preflmiprion iscertaihfy as ftrong, that Mr. I*itc*8 fdf- 
vants hwt appointerf Union flieriflf^, as thtt^ Urtion 
fttriA have fwmmofted Union juries.- It is not wi*- 
Irkely, if the infhience of the crown is ejeroifed, bur 
that 700 gentlemen might be found in Ireland to re^ 
felve in favop of an Union. Twenty-three perfons-of 
charaSer, fome of them fervants and dependants on 
the crown, others inexpeSation-of courtly favor, might 
cafily I fuppofe be colfcSed in each county, and might 
certainly be indifced fo accede to fuch a propofti ; for 
unfortunately, the rndividiiaf good felt in a public be-' 
nefir is comparatively fo fmall, comes round tli^ough 
fuch an involved labyrinth of tedious revolutiorts, that 
the cold commerKfation of a pubKo advantage ti^^f^x 
was, and rjever will be, a match for the quick fenfibi- 
Irty of private lofs, or individual aggrandisement. I im- 
peach not your honor, your integrity, nor your patriot- 
jfin — I am no hired calumniator to detraft from the pu- 
rity of your intentions— it is the eApreffion of the pub- 
lic feebng of a county which gives importance to a 
grand jury refohif ion— when obtained by mfidious and 
furreptitioui meansj the moft time-fervlng rcfdution is 
of greater injury than advantage to the minifter. Yo» 
riflt od'rum and contempt wifhout the fmallefV bene- 
fits—and truft me that your womided and irritated coun^ 
try wodd infinitely fooner burft its cerments in e«pref- 
fing its indrgnation at the idea of an l/nion brfng jufti- 

fied by the cxprcflion of pubRc fenriment m ittfavov , , 

through a grand jwy ergan, than at its bcinf em<Md. went j I oppofe the tJnion therefore gn the princtfte 



the fame 
time that you hold" the fod of chaftifenqent over the 
guilty culprit,, never put your^names to an^ refdluttcin^ 
whion mayfexhibk yow to your country t'^ thfe admirefft 
of a mealure, vrhich, if carried, muft make perpetual 
domedic hoftility the wretched inheritance of your Un- 
happy pofterity. Indeed,, gentlemen, I addref^ yoo in* 
the language and the fpirit of peaee ; and I tell y0u^' 
frankly, that I fee nothing in the bill Which is now be- 
fore the fegillature to Induce you to feek refuge in def- 
pair, even in an Union j becaufc when this cbuntry Is 
united to Enel. you have rlo fecurity but that it wmdd tiot^ 
be expofed if poflible to ftilt greater miferr. I can ne* 
ver think that Lord Cornwanis wiHabancfo/the fcat of 
mercy to enthrone hi mfelf on the tribunal of revenge; 
lie is too old and too virtuous to feek power to flied dur*^ 
btood. If he is to be verted with abfofute power, hrs 
charaSer as a generous foMier and humane man, gives 
us every reafon to hope that it will beentployed in Cdun** 
teraQing tocal depredations and inhuman^ b^utafitics ;' 
though that power was abufed, yet my approbatroft ^ 
an Union would never be in proportion to that ilbtrfe^ 
Slavery is as dangerous to a government as* to an indt-* 
vklual, the danger is only in the degr'ee. At all time^, . 
when a cruel ppficy rivets the chain round the ancle 
of the. peafant, divine ju/fice, fays the amfefMd St. 
Pierre, rivets the other end round the neck of the fy-* 
rant, tn this great and awful movement of nations 
there is a reciprocal ferviinde between the people antf 
rylers of new as welt as old governments \ it is hard to 
(ay of which of the two governments the cord« are 
drawn the tighteft ;— but there is no dffficulty in fere-- 
feeing that whatever may^become of either the new Of 
the old governments of the earth,, that rapine, retaKa- 
tion and reverberation of outrages, reli- 
gious feuds, murder 'and devaftation, midl in this 
iffand, in the evei^t- of 'any change or no oharrgo, K^f^ 
the catalogue of human woes, augment human mifery 
under the old fyftems if from the opcratron cf events 
it is ftrengthened and confirmed, and make this de- 
voted ifland a grave, a defcrt, incapable of deriving 
any advantage from any cfafange or no change, from this 
adminiffration m that, from this or that form of govem- 
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that I condemn tliefe afts, becaufc If attempted to be 
carried^ 1 think the attempt would fbrthtr diAurb the 
domcftic peace of this difrtuded country, and if car- 
ried would occafion perpetual difcord. The inventive 
faculty of man cannot, in niy humble apprehenfion, 
difcover a Icfs efficacious and a more fata! mode of 
aovancing any, even fuppofed, or fancied honefi, or 
honorable purpofc, than by provincial deveftation of 
property, local rifings, piiochial murders, &c. and 
therefore ^very ^ood man mud aid in putting theAi' 
down on the fame |#inciple tliat he would oppofe an 
Union, ID iprevcnt an unavailing efl^uiion of the 
blood, comfort and refources of the ifland. When I* 
fpokcof like ii£k of tlie Icgiflatiu-cit^as certainly Avith 
no intention to weaken all the well-groimded objtc- 
tlons whici) have been made againll arbitrary power; 
the magnanimity of the intention effe^ually to crufli 
delinquency could never be queftioncd, if the quiver- 
ing lips^ the trickling tears^ the load and tremendous • 
cries of'thoufands from all quarters of the country 
could 4nciuce Parlt. to change, alter and modify certain 
meafures, wrhich call loudly for reformation and im- 
j>iovcment, and bar the avenues to returning juftice^— 
the bleflings of a people fo faved would not diffufe in 
empty air. No, (to ufe the expreflion of a great ora- 
tor) heaven itfelf would become the ' agent to receive 
the bleiltngs of their pious gratitude, and waft them to 
the bofomof ^hcir fovereign. Beware, I conjure you, 
of itite'mperate zeal; rtjeQ with unanimous indigna- 
tion any overture which would induce you to give an 
opinion upoji the intercfk of others yet unborn, when 
your alarms, your prejudices and your fears incapacitate 
you from forming any opinion even of your. own. 
otand at the fick bed of your wretched couiitry, and if 
you are not difpofed to adminiderto its difeafes, play 
not the aflafltn to amufe the minifter. Be iirm ; refift 
the Union; andtruftmc that the fame hand which has 
fnfliSed the wounds on Ireland, mufl, like the hei:o^s 
fpear of old, he Aretched forth to adminider the re- 
medy and cnfure the cure— truft me, the beft way to 
proinotethe. profperuy of Ireland is to (hew a Britifh 
cabinet that you are nor dull and infenfible and indif- 
ferent to its advancement ; and that Although there are 
fe^'eral in the country fcduced into republicanifm, yet 
that there, is not an [rifhman difpofed to be a flave. I 
decline entering jAt any length into the abftraS quef- 
tion ; it is exhaufled^ If carried at all, an Union can only 
be carried by pitiful and flimfey otpedicnts — expedients 
as paltry and inefficacious as they are infidious. It is a 
mifufe of your furtdions to blend the quality of juror 
wi h paiiticiai>— ibew the minHlerof England that you 
defpair not to cure Common didempcrs by regular me- 
thods—view not the difturbances (which every good 
man deplores) under every colour of exaggeration— 
and in the paroxyfm of alarm furrender not your coun- 
try for ever to every proje£hif, or adventurer, <?vory al- 
ohymirt and empyric who may be unwilling or unable 
to fcrve it. The Britifh minifter muft diat; dov^n the 
ftupcndous power of France, and revohit:onize Ame- 
rica, before he changes the fpirit or the habits of the 
Iriih nation^ it i? LmpoiTible. In thefc iilands you can- 



not be TTiHIed In cafes of any difficulty ; you will find 
in the treaiiires of your conflitution maxims 4md prin- 
ciples to regulate your determirration. It is not a lead* 
ing maxim of that conftitution, that the -fewer caufes 
of difTatisfaflion arc left by erovernment, the more the 
fubje£k will be difpofed to rtffift and to rebel. I cjnnot 
find an authority which fays, that no cafe can exift in 
which it is proper for the fovereign tb accede to^ the 
wiihes of his difconfolate fubje&s, or that giving way 
in a few inftances, ms to lofe all that may remain un- 
conceded. You have nothing to fay to the clumfy 
fubtlety of Mr. Pitt's deduflions, or Mr. Windham's 
political metaphors ;— follow th6 advice of Mr. 
Burke, and leave th;.m to amufc the fchools— ** Iliafi 
ja^et in aula Molus et claufo ventorum carcere regnei^ 
But let them not break prifon to burft like a Levan- 
ter to fweep the earth with their hurricane, and to 
breakup the fountains of the.|;reat deep to overwhelm 
you. 



INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY 

FROM THE 

DALKET CAZE'tTE. 



CrOTJRIXRS EXTRA0R1>INART rROM TITE COUIlTt 

0¥ PORTUGAL, MADRID, AND GERMANY, 

TO THE COURT AT 

ST. James's. 



ESTERDAY arrived at Downing-ilreet, under a 
large efcort of cavalry from Plymouth, a fpecial mef* 
feoger from Don Teuriftcq DEtP0Ti<:o, prime 
minifter of Portugal, with a remonftrance fupplicatory 
and expoftulatory, againd the projeQed incorporate Uni- 
on between his country and the French Republic \ 
praying immediate relief andfuccour againft fo deplora^-, 
ble a calamity. Signer Pittachio reocived'the ambaiTa- 
dor with his wonted courtcfy ; but having on a late oc- 
cafion made that immeafurable oration (which is now, 
diftribut ing gratis by the French Diredory over the Fu- 
ropean Coiitinent^ in favor of incorporation of legifla- 
tion ; he referred theambaflfa lor to Fo^er^ Saurm^ and 
Co. and the Conduilors of ihe Anti-UnUn^ in Ireland, 
to receive thebcil Antiunion inilruSions ; the ambaf- 
fador is expeQed in Dublin every moment, on his im- 
portant miflion ; and it is whifpcred that the or a roRa 
of the bar meeiing, foveral of the hosiers, Rcger 
Gower the hnmbugger, Counfellor Bethell, and fcveral 
Anti-Union city orators, arc to pafs the gagging months 
in Portugal, where they are to be attended by proper 
interpreters, in inflaming the Portuguefe againft the 
raonftrous meafure of an Incorporate Union. 

N. B. The roonrjcnt the account arrived in Dublin, 
a reward was offered ig difcover the author of Ceaf< 
your FimKing\ and great offers made for the literary, 
affillanceof that Anti-Jacobin writer ; a fpecial meffen- 
ger was immediately fent after Tern Goold^ who had 
proceeded on the Munfier Circuity and that Ami-Union; 
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Atlas was hourly expeflctl to joiti the expedition to 
Portugal; 5,000!. i> the fmalleft fum wliich hafbeen 
offered to any perfon whofe-afliflancehas yet bee§ foli- 
ated. 

AMBASSADOR FROM MADRID. 

Sooa after the above ambaflador left London, a mef- 
fcnger from the Cabinet of Madrid, who came over in 
one of Lord St. Vincent's fleet, brought the important 
intellrgence thjit the bafis of anlncoiporateUnion was 
nearly agreed on, between that country and France; 
the courts' of juftice were to remain as before, that the 
religious eftablifhment was ftili to continue ; the ambaf- 
fador exprelTed the ftrongeft indignation of his court 
againft the monftrous meafure ; complained extremely 
of the eflFcQ which certain Jacobinical fpeeches and 
pamphlets in favor of fncorporale Unions, had occafion- 
cd ; and after exprcflions of ftrong regret, and feeing 
that the Signor Pittachio could give his court no efFec- 
ttial relief, he immediately left town for Madrid. 

THE MESSENGER FROM THE EMPEROR 

Depfored the eflFeS which the tlifcuffion of the policy 
of Incorporate Unions, had produced on the Continent ; 
exprefled the fentiment of ;his court highly againft the 
projefled incorporation oflPered by the Gallic DireQory ; 
and the fears of the meffenger were confiderably re- 
moved, on hearing that Thomas Grenville and fuite, 
with a million of hardcafli, had proceeded to the Con- 
tinent, to cxpofc the impolicy of a Continental Incor- ' 
poration of Legiflatures. 

We are extremely hapf^y to learn, that thofe com- 
munications had fuch an effeft on Signor Pittachio, the 
Union dilator, that he was refolved to read his recan- 
tation, and ' make twice ' as long a fpeech againil the 
principles and theconftquencesof Incorporation of Le- 
giflatures, as he had before made in favor of that mea- 
fore ;* and we are alfo happy to hear, that Harry Dun- 
das has given notice of his intention to bring in a bill, 
making it High Treafon to fpeak or write in favor of 
Incorporation of Legiflatures, except amongd the inha- 
bitants of the fame ifland, as an odious Jacobinical in- 
vention. 

N, B. There is ito trmh whatever in the report that 
a bafis of negcciation for an Incorporate Union between 
Great Britain and France, has been tranfmitted to Sig- 
nor Pittachio himfelf, by Anacharfis Clootes, for the 
purpofe of havmgthe extraordinary talents of Pittachio 
in tTie " Republic of the World;" and on the princi- 
ples of domeilic peace, mutual dependence, reciprocal 
advantage, andcommcrcial freedom. ^ 



METALLIC TRACTORS. 



HE M^yorof Coik, Philip Bennett, has received 
aA order for one hundred weight of worm-powders, to 
phyitc the corporation of Dublin, and cool the Anti- 
Union corporations ; the powders hive rifcn 100 per 
cent, fince the order was received. ' 



to' the editors of thb anti-union. 



Mores meliore mctollo. - 



OriD's Hctanlor, 



dENTLElylEN, 



J\S the queftion of an Union, which firft ex^itei 
your labours, is for the prefent at reft, 1 hope, before 
your valuable paper clofes, you will fuffer me to convey 
ihro* it, fome information, in which, tho*not of a po- 
litical nature; the public is materially interefted. I ara 
the inventor of the famous Metallic Traftors, and as I 
am an Englifliman, I tri 
here, purely for the good c 
10 do away fome of that 
difcuilion of the late queftioi 
voidably generated. Th 
truly precious metah, if noi 
appear incredible. There 
they have not proved aj 
like a charm, and would, ii 
a total change inthtccm^iti 

head and heart, even m t , 

yielded to this remedy, and for thofe ftomachicaflPec* 
tions,. the fymptoms of which are qualmf, it has been 
found a fpecific. This valuable application netd not' 
alarm the moft nervous patients, as it does not produce 
the flighteft pain, but only a gentle titillation, wheji ap* 
plied to the palms of the hands, far frorfi tinpleafant. 
The manner in which this great fecret of nature ope- 
rslte?, is unknown. The doSrine of the vital, eleari-/ 
cal fluid, being occafionally deranged, its undue pre- * 
ponderance*l)eing counteracted, and the equilibrium re- 
ftored, by means of aitraftion, has been long confider- 
ed a fyftem worthy of inveftigation, and capable of af- 
certaiument. This defideratum has been obiaimfd by the 
difcovery of the Metallic Traftors, and in all cafes where 
there has been any derangemetit" of the circulating me- 
dium^ the Tradors have drawn off the accumulation, 
and fixed The balance in ftvour of the patient. But as 
^fr. Sampfon has juftly obferved in his pamphlet on the 
Union, which you fo often haveliad occaiion to obferve 
upon in your paper (vide Arguments for and againft an 
Union confidered) that ^"^ One argument from ex per ilfnce 
outweigh a thoufand fr^m theory ^^ I (hall at once refer * 
you to many rcfpeftable atteftationsof recent cures per- 
formed by me, fomd of them in very defperate cafes, 
which I truft will confound the incfedulous, afid gratify* 
the ioquifitivc i am. Gentlemen, 

Your devoted Servant, '' 

THOMAS tOUCH. 



To Or. TOUCH. 

SIR. % 

I th/nic It but juftice to your merit to t^ake public 
my obligations to you. I was in the beginnfftg of 4 bis 
year attacked with fevere aguifh fymptomf, frequent 
hot and'cold fits, a fwimtrfng of jny bea(J, and a gene- 
ral relaxation: my legs tottered under me, andlcou^d 
not walk uprights Oti'iht 23d of January fome fever- 
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i(h diagqolllct took phee, my pvMe roft fuddenly to 
1 1 1 ; at chat momeDt the TrtSten were applied with 
fuok Aiceeft, thit k bftamtj fell to 104, finot whiohl 
have been in a ftate of co nval cfcence. 

lam, fir* yrith greiLt*fineeHtjt y ovrconflant friend, 
^ FREDERICK FICKLE. 
W-*— dl— — n, March 6, 1 799. 
I Certify th^ above c^afe tQ be tme, 

R— -^ AR-^^-0 ■■ T L> 



C A S R a. 
Pavinf Board, March 6^ f 799-^ 
Sir J— ^— n tl>w >i. ^ »Q prcfentf bi^ ^ompbrnenis to 
Do<^or Touchi ;ind :nfQrm3 him he has derived confide- 
r»We beaefit ftonrx the TraQ^rs. He wa^ viotcmly af- 
fti^ed with paralytic fynoptoms^ in fo much tha( be wajs 
not for fome tiow able to walk flrait in theftreet, but 
coaftgntW fta|;g;ei?ed frona ow fide of tie ^Uer to the 
•tkr. m O-it^dtho TcaQors ab^t the middle of laft 
IiiMW]r» c.vei fincct which tin^e h^ hasi «K>ved tolerar 
&f dire^. Sir I---^d U not difcourased by feeling 
fotna fi^mptono of a relapie ; It was wh^t might be 
ei^pc£ted> Qut ibouM it take pbcp he iateod^ to ^pply 
a|au> tQ ViqSLqk Toupk 



CA&E > 



auti 



l anx $4 years old,, bwt atwajs have beca uacommon- 
1y healthy, having never known any complaint but 
Su ViSm\ 4ance. I lately tried jour Tnifitors, and ihQ- 
not quite cured anumuck th bdtfr qft^m^ Sir, you ar^ 
fli^ honour to jour profefiioo^a gu^tleman ofpcoud fpirit^ 
hi^hfcfling^ axid a twaa ^fmttai 

M31 dear friend^ youf's moft devotedly^ 

J N T ■ R . 

Fouc-CourtSt- March 6^ i ygtg^ 
ToThomasToufth, J^V<?. 



CASE 4^ 



SIR. 



I W4|8 lately afflicted by a compUcatioa of complaints,, 
vtz^ a. 6t of afanxity -£|«, a pacurralifys of the tongue, & • 
atuJBbaginaus conftriaion which coo6ned me by keep^ 
iog me always oa my logs to the great inconvenience 
dToiy fi'iend% who would hajKC been glad to fee me fit 
down if I had beeo abfe to- ffand. I have been fuppUid 
with yoiDcTraflorH fince which my kins havehecome 
limbec, and I can fit in ^^Chain with tzk iov a whole 
evening, which I always do except when I am in the 
hmife. ^ am,. Sir^, &a. &c. 

B r-Y AL ^X— R. 

Mr.ThoKMs Tou/Bh. 



SIR, 



CASE 3. 



IfoutTraftors have relieved nve frdm an impediment 
iomy fgecch, and I am in /r/W health. 

Yaur*B, dear fir, without kffttaticn, 

St. G-- D 

]9f. Touchy M', P^ 



C A S E 6- 
My dear DbCbor, 
I wit ft fad objeft before I tried your TraSors^ but 
am fo altered that feveral of my former friends paft me 
by in the ftreqt axiftJ^ did no$4n9W m. My fight was 
almoft gone ;— I ftoo^d alraoft douWe ;— I had dropped 
a paunch, and my mouih (lobberM like a child's. But . 
ever fince I tried the Trafitors, my eyes have been fa 
fharp that I can drefs a battaUoj>, and my whole appear-v 
ance has become fo fmart, aQive, and foruce, that his 
Excellency has made me a Colonel. I am told my 
friends in the Q, ■ ^ s C—- ^y won't know roe. 
Your's truly* 

c. a c- , M.P. OC. P-C. CR. 

L. C QlC M. &c. &c, &c 

Befides thefe acknowledgements Mr»R. M n hast 

been, by repeated applications^ conipletely cured of the 
greenjicineff. A Right H#n. Gemfcroan from the co» 
Mayo of a rwminf fo^e, the confraueoce of a wound 
which he was near getting at the battle of Caftlebar. . 
(Tbi» patient defifoa bis rnine mtq be ooncealed) Ti^ 
Knight of K ■■ y is under a courfe, with fomc prof- 
p^£k of fuQceft^ for aa em^y ifamlenoev aiid Mr. 
Vaa<^~r rfcAow upoo iaodkyAiiir Wofita i«inighl-i 
a&(k of the cheA» ^d ba^ ap^anmoea of a /0i^>«» 
have iNUiifiied already. 

; P. $. Dodor Tough may bo head of at the barof 
the Strwgglef'a Ta.ve5a in Cookrftreet, and Traftora 
may be had al the Patent Med(oi«e Ware^Woufei, ^or-- 
ner oC Parliamui^^^^ ^ff'^ U» Caftic G#e, and 
in College-green. 

TO THB 

EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION, 

Fit pugjl ct medicum iir^^t. Hq^u, 

CISTNTLEMEN, 

Jt TWfNKl it ^ my duty, through your paper, to caii-^ 
tFon the public againi! a ausbck who calls himfelf Dr. 
Touch, and deals in new tangled things called Traders. 
I denounce him as an arrant impoitor,. and bis being: 
fuffered to. humbug the world is a dtfgcace to the 
poKce of the country. He talks, I am told,, t)f 
cafes where he has fucceedtd. Let n^ Itll you: of 
contrary indances. Not Ions fisce the Speaker of theu 
Hbufe of Conunons was indijpofed ; the Traflore wem 
affiduoufly applied, without (uccefs, and Gsemed t« en*, 
creafe his indifpofuion, as his complaints have encreafed. 
Sir John Parnelt was lately troubled with aftiffnefs \a 
his neck ; the TraSors only encreafed ihe rigidity ^ anj^ 
Sir John flbng them in the quack's face v when Mr. 
I c C— — y, who has been afBided for fome time 
with the itch) picked them ttp ; but we find he isnty- 
thing the better, and Jcrapes as much as before. Mr. 
Fitzgerald treated a fimilar attempt Xocook him, wiih*the 
fa me indignation ; and Mr. D took his teav*- 

ings without aay kefitation. hi fhort, Gentlemen, no^ 
raaci who vakiea his ton/UUitivfi, wiH be impofed on b; 
thifr EnpiricL I am^ Gvmlemen, yours, drc. 

NoUmefangert, 



Dnilio : printtQ l{ %nm$ ^oore, 45, Collegf »gr(fiit 
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HELP FROM HEAVEN. 



«•- The right hand of the l.6rd bringetb mightV things to pafs-^te 
Loidbas chaitened and correiftcd me : but oe hatli.aotgi?eii one' 
•rer untO'death.» Piiilai ng, t6,It 1 8 Vcrfc. - , 

-l WAS at th^foIemn midni|fht hour^% 
Wllen minds at eafe are funk in flecp, , 
Rit forrow*« fiH\$ their wailings pour, 

- Teacking the woods and wilds to weep^ :; 

Bbiide a laki, whofe . waters- blacky . 
Tfee palencyW moon doth dimty (pj^ ♦ 
' Scarce peeping o'er a mountain's back, ., 
That rudeiy lifts its head on high^ 

Where tht wi^d willows green and dank,* , 
-^ Their weeping heads wave to and fro^^ 
. Ahd fighing. reeds upon its bank, . 
Oft kifs the ebbmg waves that go 1^. 

- There on a long-fafPn mouldVing mafs > 

Of an antient caftle's wall, 
, That now grown o'er with weeds and graft^^ , 
Was once^ay mirth's and beauty's hall, % 

lerne lonelv, pafe, an<rfad,' 

All hapieft fighing, fat her down j- 
> And forrowing mufed, 'till almofl mad 

Sh> fnatched her harp her cares to drown. 

Now wildly waved her aubbra hzlr,\ 

In the u?iheeded blailthat blew, 
Fix'd were^lier e^es in. deep defpai% ^ 

Whilft o'er the^r)ngs her fingcf$fl6w^ 

The founds, atfwft fo loud and wild,\ 

Now flowly fofi'^ned on the ear, 
And e'en the favaare blaft grew mild, 

Such footbing founds well pleaVd to hear : ' • 

Her Druid's ghofts around her throng. 

For ling'ring ftill tho' feldom feettj * 
They fondly flit their oaks among. 

Dear oaks for ever, ever green j 

And lift'ning fairies troop around, 

Whilft high upon the ivy'd tower, 
The long'hair'd Banfhees catch the found. 

And rapt, forget iheir crying ho jr. 



For, in the faddeft fofteft fttiln," 

She wailkj the wow. of ERfN'a fatid-^*^ 

Ah ! wretched Erth rent in twain. 
By fome curs'd dasmon'i hellifli hancfc . 

That aye inflames with- deadly rage, , 
Sons againftions in fouieft ^ht,*, . 

And youth to murder hoary age. 
In Nature's, and in Iitfafim'9 fpite; *. 

The cottage now (he fings in flamea^ « 
* Now the injur''dfi>aiden dying. 
Arid now the burning baby's fcreams 1^ 
To its motHer's bofom -flying: i 

AH! luckfefs 'mother, vain you fhed, • 
Thy tears, or blood, thy babe to favel * 

For lo I poor foul, thy baby's dead. 
And now thy bread iniuft be 4ts grave ! 

Thy breaft of Tife whereas^ it flept. 

Thy fong-(both'd'cherub.oft would dart-* - 

Then heav'd its little fighs, and wept 
Sad figns that rack'd thy boding^ heart. 

The thought too deep lerne ftung. 
She darted, frantic from- her feat, - 

JIferfilver harp, deep thrilling rung, 
Negleded fatKiig at her feet. . 

Nor filver harp letne cheers,'. 

Nor the bri^ ftarry ftudded (kfes, - 
The light of Heaven's unfeen thro' tears. 

The fweeteft found 's unheard thro' fighs : - 

TAe wither'd (hamrcc from her breaft, 

Scorch'd with her burning fighs, (he threw,* 

Arid the dark deadly yew fhe prefs'd. 
Cold drtpjping with unhaftew'd deWi - 

Here, hertf, ftie cries, unfeen Tlf dwell, '- 
Here, hopelefs lay my tearful head, . 

And fairies, nightly in this cell. 

Shall ftrew my dew-cold leafy bed. ■ 

Then down fhe finks with grief opprefs'd, ' 
Her fafl¥on (leave thrown o'er her face,- 

And foft-wing'd fleep lights on her breaft. 
And fooths its heavings into pcace.^ 

But ah J too foon fellDifcord's cries, 
9orne on an eaftera breeze's wings. 
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And moan tmongd its pembling Rfinf^. 

"car'd with a fciind he did not kaow. 
Peace-loving flejep dared not to ftay, 

3ut fighing for I erne's woe. 
He bent his n<^fc!eft fltgbt iwttfi 

erne ftarting, iftwi'd ft*i*rhile? ; 

Too true, (he cries, ye powers above! 
DreaH Difpord comet fronl tltit fair ifle^ 
Where ftill I look'J for jMoe ami teVe. 

Thought-rapt ihe ftptxj kl dtaimb MnMft^, 
When on the weftem mountain's height. 

To founds feraphic^ roft a Wib^, 
Of mildly-beaming^ hoi v'nly. light. 

There m the midft, loo(e-rdb^f)| Wa^fecn 
Sweet Hope, that foolhes our ev'ry ill, 

Beck'ning with calii\ arfhi fmilrdg rnteH^ 
Poor, fad Kcm up iht HiUi 

The woe-begotie:th«6Hopfc tMMrefs'J^^— ^ 
** Lift up thy looks, lerne, cheer, 

•* For know we cortie kt fce«v'o'«*beteft,' 
** TofoethtByforrowi ohcofcihy4earr 

** Thy cares, ^hy dang^rt^ Jgon Ihafj ceafc : 
** Thy days of tears and fighs are gone— 

** Thy fouled feuds ftrfll fiim id peaee— 
" Thus ihall the wiH of htj«v*n be d6nt. 

** Pluck from thy breaft that ytw away, 
** Be fteady, cool, collefled, cafm ; 

" So (halt thou foon a wreath difplay 
" Of Shamroc woVeh with the Palm. 

Words fo blflfn<t^ as deW defcending . 

Lifts the drooping lilly's head, 
Rais'd the fair Urnebend^nf, 

Fair eft flov^r Ih Nature's bed. 

Mv fervent thanks^ Mgh he4ven> (he cries. 

Be ever, ever, given to thee ; 
Thou'ft chas'd rtiy (brtbVv, t'eurs and fighs j 

Thou*ft feni me Mopk and iiilAty. 



TREteOR. 



hS 



^ TO THE PUBLia 

MT^HE period which <te at fiVft afligneS to ptfr labours, 
1^ has not yet arrived. An Incorporated TJoi|>n of 
Ireland with Great Britain has been propofed to the 
Legiflatures of both countries by their refpefliveMi- 
n'tfters, and that meafure is not yet abandoned. A Par- 
liamentary defeat, and theopiaionof the people^ which 



tfic tfrfii HiniRer Tias acrkhcwIe^geJ ts fjoffiTf U an tinl- 
^n^ hfive not been fufEjcieni to convince his undcrfland* 
in^, or Vo produce a permanent influtncfe on hfs con- 
dviSU £v«n whtk fa« wat mortified and humbled by the 
patriotifm of his native Wunlry, while he was yet ago- 
nized by the iljJrigWrteR of Itsfchafe, W|d ftill fmarting 
from the Lifti of honeft and eloquent inveftive, he has, 
with th?il arrogance whicltffKefiHy ^companies inex- 
. peri«nce| dt-clared hip dt termination to pcrfevereln^ 
pro^6^^ which he calb rigAi^ and (he tvifdoih of the 
nation has decftfed to he in^r^g. Thei^nn^MhedSe* 
cretary has annoimced, even at the moment when he 
was overthrown, that he wails only for the acqaifition 
of new ftrength^ to+ept4rt hri aHabk, WtUld the ^uef- 
rioli 'of Union refhnin^ thus ciruumftanc^dj we would 
be well juftified in contirttting our exertions, which tl|e 
perverfenefs of theMinifter will hot periiiit us to termi- 
nate. But knowing the general fentiment on this fub- 
je£k, and holding the M in ifler pledged fidt to rfevivt, 
dunng the prcfent felfion, the difcuffion of thisqcefli- 
x>n, we deem it expedient lo fufjKnd fhe ptrblrcatioif 6f 
this paper, until a future occafion fhall dall forourfer- 
vices. If there be faith or truth in his Majefty's MiniP- 
tew, the people isf this' toiitttry wiH ehpy at teaft tRe 
repofe of one yeiir^ fVom ihe agitation of ffiattopfc^ 
which, of all others, is fftoft likely to diftutb their qui\t 
forever. 

When the Editors of the Anti-Union (iift (olicited 
the attention of the Public, this kingdbnfi v^ift threat- 
-ened with the greateft palamitv which can befal H ccun* 
try, "the loft of its iAdcI^enden6e, thfe aboliHon of Ra 
liberties, "i fie public mind, exhaulted by thoft 'ftfong 
feelings which had been kept in continued a6lrvrty for 
fix months, by a fanguinary rebellion, whidi tt rc^ip^d 
all the courage and aU the ttrbrigth blT the 66unti y, to 
fuppre^s, wasfuddcnlycaFlcd on by aurhdVfty, Vo consi- 
der of furrendeHrjg ih:*t cbfiftitiitionj >k^hfch they had fo 
clearly defended, and of fubmiiiing the libcriicsand in- 
dependence of Ird^id to rhe mercy of ^ Brrtifll L<*git^ 
lature. The people of ireland, ftunncd by a ftr^c fo 
imexpeQed^ and enfeebled by the extraordinrtfy cxef- 
tions they Jiad rnade^ m dtfeqding their exlfling cfta- 
blifhmerits, and the connexion with the fifter tbuntry, 
heard rhemonflroirs propofilion wiili a kind o? fi1ci)t 
aftonifliroent, which, tho* it expnjHld fuffitiienU? the 
ihorror which they felt, yet prortnifed to the' inficfioW 
enem", hut too eafy a. triumph. It was apparent the 
nation was panicftruck ; it was ob\Jipus that if it were 
not roufedto ihpught, and exdtcd to view with a ftftdy 
eye the precipice to which it was br^it^ht, all iV\i^ft be 
loft. Among the fifft whb undertook this *^rduous, but 
nectflary talk, were the Fditors of this pJp^r. Tho* 
exhaufted like others by ihofe fevere Tervices which eve- 
ry loyal man m Ireland had felt himfcif bound to iih- 
dergo, they aga'm refolved to facrifice private intercft, to 
public duty; they came forward to wdrn, to animate 
the peopk; of Ireland to refift a m^^fiire, wliieh, c^ery 
prudent tnan fa w,. involved the degradation and ruin of 
the country. 

To effeCl thispurpofe, they confidered it the Gifer and 



Digitized by 



Google 



127 



ilht ♦Jfcf way W ttdctreft the undMlarttfrrtf , the ftofdn, 
«ncf th« hbne(Vt^aAbii9 df Ihe Ififh p^c^le, by a f^riddl- 
Hl f^ubllcaetefti *6nflried etdufivcly lO tH?s irtOfrtcrttttUs 
f(f(>i<J, thdrt W l^xetfk \i\ th^'m thfo* tht)ft pdlliftdd ind fuF- 
^fbOt tehicles, the j^iblffc prims, In f/hkh t<5(i tjfi*h 
Hetioh piiffktei \H f)otrf ffurpoCe^ tnd l/;r(lntrit^i hird ttie 
|>ub!ic rtihtd, fai4ltf tw f>oi(bn of ftdWon* or lh« p^ft!- 
fcot dbarhies dff di-i^wtfitt^ thW tHa wh^ldbfifie leflTcWs 
6f poRtifcAf truth/ tt is nbw etev^rt iiW»ks fltK3e ttits wot», 
Ituvirtg^in irf>w fofely iNl dbj^a, CAni*n<ffif6ctf* W>^- 
fher U his be^n earrie^ t)h dufinrj fhat periftrf, with th4t 
f^gard to^ecorutfi, tb truth, t6thch<)ftlft pHnciftft* it 
^nflghterteiS andfteaHy IfiVftfty^ <tf a l6\^e bf tvfOkri^d 
l*e«y) ^f feririfli Codftitatiofi artd Brttifh Cbhrieti^, 
%hluh It m tut >vith prbftflln^, ft is fbr \he ptuhfic 
lilonfc ib jttc^ff^t «nd to thefh wfc afpe it. Befofe ihdr 
•^ibuntkl y\K fhati appear Withbut tFettfbling^eonfViotis 
irthit if in afiv^b^fuat irida^ce wc appear to hate deVh^ 
fed frorti thbfeHmd-^arks by #hich tv^ endeavoured to 
fuidti our ^^outfe, the deviatfon his been intoluntary, 
:«nd by the liberal aAd candid will be ittfibuted rtthef to 
Ihadvertence thah to a dereliSion bf thofe principles 
whteh we have profiled to lore ^ni cheri^ I Of the 
l!egree of ability which may have markM theft botnpofi- 
tions, it Twoutd be Bill mbre indelitaie In ut to]6dgfe, 
than ev^n of the manner in whieh the wot-k h9sbeen 
trondiiaed. To the innpitTtial tteotfidn of tite putilhca 
thrf^fbrr, we ^omiAit this <)ueftibi1 al(b, declaring how-' 
ever, that whether lA that rcfpeQ thft puMIc opinion 
(hall befiivouraWe oradverfe^ we fliall ftillfcel pride In 
rffltfiing that our talents, whafeverth^y tnay b^ have" 
been devoted g;ratuitoufly to bxtt ootinrry. Whit We ^ 
conccivedthdcrifis calleii fdr, wehaVe done, not oiAy 
una wed by the frown of power, and unfedi#ccd by the 
sdhiremerits of couit favoiff, btit unrewarded by ertio- 
4iiment of atiy krnd. Our labours have 'been a fiee-Wilt ' 
effviiiig, and whatever degree bf perfonal inconve- 
nience we may have fufrered from the (li'ady and faith- 
ful difcharge of a duly whtch w(? impofed upon our- 
fefves, we lecl amply repaid by i-he flattering patrcViJifee: 
with which our coltrttry has honoured u^. Such is 
the brief hiftofry of a work whifch wC are nbw ibout to 
clofe— Such are tl^e iitipreflions with which wc 
are nbout to withdraw from the awful prefence of the 
pubKt;. 

Havinc thus fhortly dated 6ur conduS and oiif nrm- 
tives, and ihroun ourfdves ot\ the juftice as wbll as ihe 
indifl^ccnce of ihe ptibh'c, we cannot help adverting ere 
we coiK:Judc our labours, to twoqueftrons which Will 
probably be put to U5 by our readers— ^The one, 
in what ftate we leave the er(?at qucftion of 
Union ? The^nher, why we mw conclude oor labours 
*a'\er having continued them to thr prcf nt |:»erit»d ?<*— 
TIte two quftions are connefte. , »nd wc (ball anf iver 
them together >*-t*or the prefent feffion, then, wt haVe 
already declared, Wc conceive the quilion of Union to 
be at reft. The Parliament and the people of Ireland 
have f^ken fo loudly and explicitly their dif^*ft of that 
meafure, that even the (emerity <j[ lite BritiiOl^ Premier 



Wtti dbt irfimedlalely v^ttre to'bbtrO^ It igim on tfte^r 
rnfufeited palate. But if li iiot longr, we predia, that 
f he bonftlnjtion of Irela^id wiW be fafe from his atracki. 
It requires ho fagacity to perceive that a fy Hematic plan 
js fbrmed^ dr tb forefde that attempts will be made, to 
mergre this llf-fated couh.Vy in the great mafs of the 
Brittfh empire. For a defeat of fiwih Attempts, whenever 
they (hall be tnAde, we look with bonfidenoe to that fpirit 
and vittue ih the people and their reprefentatives which 
bate tnen already excited wilh fuch fignal fubcefs. 
Hiat it IS intended to reprefs that fpirit and curb that 
Virtue It Would perhaps t>e tceptlcifm to doubt ; but 
whatever AieaYis miy be refotted tofttthbfe purpofcA^ 

- If the peopte be blit tj^ifipetate and firm, if they can 

- I^arh tio forget tbelr (Wvifions and cuhlvate in unifbn 
that Ibve if independence m which rtiuft ever conflft 
the trife and only fafeguard of the confliiBtion, tho^e 
tftearis WuTl fail— fot we cannot be perfuaded thitthc 
Irttelleft of Irlthftteft, barba ous and uncultivated as It 
has t>een reprefented, ban ever be deceived by the feeWe 
fophlftry which reprefcnts an Urtion with Great Britain 
as conflftent wfth the iVeedotn or pfonK)tive of the inte- 
reft^ of Irelahd ;-*-they canndt then become a prey lo 
the ai^bitron of any itiinifter until they cbfifent to facri- 
fice liberty fo party. ve<lgcance, or ceafe to think that 
Hberty worth defcndihg, Cbntinbed, therefore, that 
there etifts rfo prefent danger of. an Union, however 

• fikdy it may be, that the perfeverrng poltcy bf the m{- 
nifter wiltal a future day again try his ftraigth with the 
people of Ireland, it ftrikcs tis that the cbntinuatlon of 
t paper etclufively approfi>riatcd to the etpofure and 
; refinance bf that meaftire would be fiyneffluous. While 
the danger was imminent it was neceihiry to bevigilabt 
an<f aftive. While It appeared rather to be concealed 
than to have vaniflnJd it wus the duty cf ihofe who . 
' had ftood fbrwi>rd to refift ' i^ to continue at their 
pod. But wh<7i the enemy has withdrawn frcm otir 
|rates, th6iTgh but to rtkuiVi, perhaps, with recruited Vi- 
gour at a future day, it Would be an^idfe wafteof ftrengih 
and vigilance to harrafs the garrifon wiihtjnremitleddory. 
We have already faid that the people of Ireland, have 
decided on this meafure, and that to I he declfive tolift 
■in which they fpoke their repr<5hation ofir, Ireland is 
now inHebed for its po1ii'C;il exrftence. Corrupfior?, 
however, hasafft-6Jed todifbelieve, atxj has had the bolj- 
n^f$ to deny, that ihe public fentiment on'tbis queftiou 
hfts been declared, hecnufe a great portion of the peo- 
ple have remained (l^cnt. But who that knew. the fitua- 
tion of this cotinny at the moment when the Britilh 
miniftfr fo cruelly forced the qu -d^ion of Union on a 
convulfed people, coi.ld rrrtiontiiy have hoped ixoni tbo 
mod rooted and univerfal phhOrrencc of the meafure fa 
general a declaration againft it ? CoiiM it have been ex- 
ptSed, that men enfnged irt proteQing their property 
and tlieir lives againft the attack bf a powerful and dif- , 
gtfifed enemv, in the bofom of their country, at the very 
deorj, (hould have laid down their a^ms and aflcmbledto 
difcufs apolitical topic, wh*»ch even the mihifter hhnfelf 
declares lo be of gtcat Intricacy and calling for cqoI, and 
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Jteriou^; and deliberate confiderat ion > Could It. hare 

^>een. hoped that in cdunties where not 6nJy,a rebel foroe 

kept the inhabitants in a dale of {terpetual aflivity and 

alarnri) but where the exiftenpe of marital law ren<fered 

every meeting, of the people daoeiBrous if not imprafii- 

. cable, the fret holders fufpendlng their fears and forget- 
ting t heir' danger .fliou Id -have braved every obdacfe 
in order to declare an opir^ion ho{li(e,to the executive 

: government, and of courie rendering them ftill more 
obnoxious to rhe fevere ialliaioa of military power ? 
Yet even in this ftate of the country, convulfcd, 

. alarmed, fmarting under 
dreading every evil which 
c^tild wBi&f has the nation 

, every province, from a great proportion of the coun- 

. ties of Ireland, from the metropolis, .the- feat of go- 
vernment, and under the immediate and ftrong influ- 

. ^nCt of the Ca(lle,'the public deteftation of this bafe 
project has been declared not vaguely or coldly, but 
with ^n explicit energy which has appalled and defeated 

. tbe moft bold and enterprifing minifter which ever held 

. the reins of t)ur government. What have we.feen on the 
other hand? What has the fophiftry of &lr. Pitt, the enor- 

, mous palrohage of the caftle, and all the adivity« the 

. arts, the threats and the promifes of its numerous emif- 
farics, been able to effefi ? In the wide extent of the 
kingdom of Ireland they have procured one folitary de- 



military execution and 
an immenfe military force 
been fi lent?. No I From 



triotifm obtained fo fplendid a triumph ihall Cve 
in* the memory *and gratitude of* riiair feiia«)» 
fubjeds and poderity. Superior in talent as io 
integrity, they difplayed fowers equal to the cccg- 
fion, and their eloquence, ardent and irrefiftibie, was 
worthy of men engaged in fo momentous a conteft. 
The magnitude of the queftion will perpetuate the re- 
membrance of an incident novel aiKl unprecedented in 
the hiftory of parliamentary debate, and it may be 
ufeful to future times to know that the force of govern- 
ment was unable to bear fo unequal a cnoflid,. and that 
the minifter (aw with a melancholy concern many ^f 
his adherents defert eveii in the heat of battle to the 
ftandard of truth and reafon^. Thu«„ the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament has proved itfelf to be not merely 
what fadion is fond of reprefeniing it, a theatre for tbe 
exhibition of a drama, the incidents and cataftrophe of 
which are preconcerted, but that it- is what the. founders 
of our conftifBulNtt intended^ a deliberative aflembly, 
in whkh the menibcrt regulate their condud by the 
convi^Smm ol their underftandings. Thus, alfo, we 
have Aen tharcomnpon calumny refuted, whioh accufes 
the r^refentative body ascarelefs of the wdfarc aiid re- 
gardlefs of the femin»ents of the conftittfiit, and VfQ 
. derive a new lovedir the conAitutbHu frMi obferving 
both claflfes ccvopertfte in its prtfervaliorr. 

That conftitution, we are of the immber of thofe 



claraticn of aflent to the meafurel He that in thefe cir- , who have always (^ncerely and rationally a^4red— we 

"" fcved it not only becaufe where it exifts it is found to 

fecure to npan the greateft degree of thofe blef- 
fings which fociety is inftituted to proteft, but becaufe 
Mto it appeared rfrom its ftruSure, from the nice 
adaptation of its paits, but above all fiom Its 
bcmg founded on the broad bafis of th^ pep- 
to take leave of • plo» to be more liMy to refift with effed, thofe alluults 
congratjjiations, and of aAibition under which all conftitutions have, Cooner 
exprefling the proud fi^iisfoSion we have felt from fome or later, perifhed. Recent cverits confirm us in dur 
events to wh:ch thi^ queftion has given .birth. We 
had been accufiomed to hear the corruption of parlia- 
ment avid the influence of the crown made common 
fibjefls, as well fertile dcclamaiion of honeft but de- 



. . cumflances af&Qs to doubt whether the fenfeof the na 

t ion h)is been declared, requires to convince him ade- 
* gree of proof which the ordinary courfe of human af- 
fairs cannot afford him. It were to infult the under- 
. ftanding of the public to fuppofe that they entertained 
any f«rup!es in fuch a cafe. 

We cannot allow ourfelves 
the public without cff^erins our 



attachment^ for recen* events haVe taught us, and we 
fondly hope will convince I riihitien, that even under the 
exifting and enormous weight of paHOrtage and corrup- 
tion, the conftitution yet lives, and lives with an energy 
which will long enfure its exift^nce. A miniAer pof- 
fefling more power, more influence and Icfs prirtt:ip^e' 
than any whom hiftory has marked as the enerpy 
of Britiih liberty, has grappled with lliat conftitution 
while labot^ring under the preflure of circumftanccs the 
moft inaufpicious that the imagination can conceive. 
Did it fuccumb in the conteft ? No ^ Thougli maf][a- 
c'edby laws which fiifpended all thefunfticns of fref-, 
dom ; though proftrated before a military government, . 
which the melancholy circumfhinces of the timjes forged 
intoexiftcnce ; the Genius of the Conftituiion, rouftd 
by theinfolence which prefumed that its paflivcneft was 
debility, and its paiicnce tamenefs, rcfe in its might— 
the combined fotce of two minlftets wielding ihe pa- 
ainied atiis exiftcncc was warded off by ihe reprefenta-. troonge of two countries, and •exerting it wjth 
tives of tlie people. True to the fucred fruft rcpofcd in the moft unbridled licenfe, wlas forced to ftiri^ik 
them, the majtfty of that body re^fted the power and from tl^ concert— they retired defeated and difgraCed 
wiihftood the fcdLflions of tjfie miniflpr.. The efforts from the conflia, and reludaatly left to the people tbat 
c»f ihufe who fuflaifjed the honourable chara6V«.r of liberty Tiid independence which they vainlj* hope4.to 
cj.ampii ns 6f li.eir country on the 'evenings when pa- extinguifti for ever 1 ' 
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. fponding poliiicians, as for the calumny of feditious 
ikmagogues ; we knew how feldom the king's minif- 
ters had been effeQually refifted,. but we . confidently 
therifhed the hope that our conftitution contained within 

. iifvif an energy equal to its own prefervation. Recent 
experience had taught us that the voice of the people 

r conftitutionally exprefltd is awful and commanding. 
We knew that there was in the legiflature much njanly 
and inflexible inregritv, and v/e thougTit that even cor- 
ruption irfelf might revt^t from the meafure of an in- 

. corporated Union. The event has juftified our reafon- 

. ing and realized our hopes ; and we may venture to 
predict I hat it ftiall not be forgotten, while the conftitu- 
tion of ireUnd endures, that the der\th-b^ow which was 
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